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ANnswers
to heat,
rain given

Colby has had
53 days of 90+

By TOM (TD) DREILING
Free Press Publisher

Ittook abit of research, but wefound
the answers to the questions, “How
many days of 90-degree or hotter
weather have we had this summer?’
and“What' sthestory withtheprecipi-
tation, or lack thereof 7’

The answer to the hot daysis 53,
according to the daily chartsthe Free
Press receives from the Northwest
Research-Extension Center in Colby.

In June there were 18 days of 90 or
hotter; in July therewere 24 days; and
so far in August there have been 11
such days.

Breaking that down to the range of
90to99degrees, Junehad 12 days, July
16 daysand August 10 days.

Looking at 100 or hotter readings,
June had 6, July had 8 and August 1.

Getting another perspective, Colby
has experienced heat of 90 degrees or
warmer in 53 of the past 81 days.

And the hottest temperature so far
this summer? 105, on two separate
dates— June 2 and July 25.

Precipitation, ontheother hand, isas
scarce asheat isplentiful.

Thelongtime average precipitation
for January through August is 14.92
inches. Since Jan. 1 through Aug. 20,
Colby hasreceivedonly 7.37inches—
7.55 inches below normal. Thereis,
however, a possibility for additional
rainfall before the month ends so that
figure could change.

Records dating back to 1893 show
Colby’s average annual precipitation
to be 18.69 inches.

June has provided 1.42 inches of
precipitation, July 1.49 and August to
datel.70for atotal of 4.61inches. The
averagefor thosethreemonthsis8.27
inches.

Herearetheactual amountsand cor-
responding longtimeaveragesfor each
month of theyear to date (listedinthat
order):

* January 0.57, 0.32

* February 0.22,0.51

*March 0.16, 1.07

«April 0.42,1.89

*May 1.39, 2.86

*Junel.42,3.17

« July 1.49, 2.87

*August 1.70, 2.23.

Here arethelongtime precipitation
averagesfor theremainder of theyear:

* September 1.52 inches

* October 1.12

* November 0.62

» December 0.47.

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley areas

Thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 92

Low thismorning, 65

Year ago today, 98 and 63

Temperature at 10:45 a.m. to-
day, 83

Colby’s24-hour rainfall, 0.00

Oakley’s 24-hour rainfall, 0.00

Soil temp at the4-inchdepth, 76

Records for Aug. 21, 106 in
1899 and 46in 1964

Theforecast

Today, highsinthe middle 90s.
Tonight, partly cloudy, lowsinthe
middle60s, southwinds5-15mph.
Thursday, partly sunny, highsin
the upper 80s, east winds 5-10
mph, a20 percent chancefor thun-
derstorms. Thursday night, partly
cloudy, lows in the middie 60s, a
30 percent chance for thunder-
storms. Friday, partly sunny, highs
in the middle 80s, a 40 percent
chancefor thunderstorms. Friday
night, cloudy, lows in the lower
60s. (Temperaturesand precipita-
tion are from the Northwest Re-
search-Extension Center. Fore-
cast isfromthe National Weather
Service.)

Colby Water Usage

*Aug.20=2.659milliongalons

Levelsof Concern

Watch Level 3.5milliongallons

WarningLevel 4.0milliongal-
lons

Emergency Level 4.5 million
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Zones.

Fourth-grader Paige Thompson was first off of the bus this morning at Colby Grade School as the new
school year began. Students, teachers, parents, buses, vehicles of all sorts dotted the landscape ateach
attendance center. Motorists also got their firsttest as they passed through electronically controlled school

DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press

Statewide economic survey sparks
prolonged debate at college meeting

Board requests sample, more information

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

Much discussion was held at the
meeting of the Colby Community Col-
lege Board of Trustees on Monday
night, about thepossibilitiesof partici-
patinginastatewideeconomicsurvey.

Don Kready, representative for the
Kansas Association of Community
College Trustees, had visited previ-
ously withtheboard at theAug. 5 meet-
ing about Colby Community College
participating in the survey.

Members of the board requested a
sample of the survey with moreinfor-
mation before adecision was made.

Kready said the ideawas proposed
totherepresentativesat the July meet-
ing of conductingthestatewidesurvey.
If all 19 community colleges choseto
participate, there would be a cut rate
priceto conduct the survey.

Thecurrent cost of theproject would
be $6,200, but the cut rate would be
between $3,600 and $3,800 if all col-
leges agreeto participate.

The purposes of the report would
show the economic returnto the area,
city, and county by college students.

Most of the trustees agreed that the
money could be spend more effec-
tively on other areas since the survey
could possibly be doneinternally.

In other business:

» Approval was given to allow the
collegefarmto purchase 1,000tonsof
silage.

Current quotes for the silage have
beenbetween $23 and $24 per ton. The
agreement was made for the costs to
not exceed $25,000.

Dr. Mikel Ary, college president,
saidthat thismoney spentwouldbe*in
and out” money. Most of the funds
come back in from outside sources
throughout the year.

* [twasapprovedto cancel the Sept.
2 meeting. The board will meet again
on Sept. 19at 5p.m.

* Ary told thetrusteesthat an 18-20
section of water pipe had broken due
to the shifting of the dry ground.

*» Theboard approvedtheresignation
of TonyaMilliken. Her resignation is
due to the fact her husband is being
transferred to Ohio.

Milliken is a 70 percent instructor
who commutes to Colby from St.
Francis and teaches nursing.

Thetrusteesauthorized thecommit-
tee to meet and assess the liquidated
damages according to the Master
Agreement.

* The trustees signed a contract for
theradio department in the amount of
$742 that will allow the station to re-
ceive various songs for broadcast
throughout the school year.

* A payment of claimswas madein
the amount of $842,968.66.

*Aryreportedthat thelibrary roof is
nearing completion.

* Contractswere signed for Telenet
2 monitors and ITV monitors, and a
contract was signed with RitaBillips,
the secretary for buildings and
grounds, who will be working under
Gene Raberts.

Council considers
options to restrict
private well users

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Colby City council members
learned at their meeting Tuesday night
that there could be anincrease in pri-
vate and/or irrigation wells being in-
stalled withinthe city limits.

Sincethe city’swater conservation
restrictions cannot be enforced on do-
mestic or irrigation wells within the
city, council members agreed to con-
sider optionsthat would requirethose
entitiesor property ownersto abideby
similar water conservationrestrictions
aseveryoneelse.

“It just seemswrong that while ev-
eryoneel seispracticingwater conser-
vation by not watering outdoors be-
tween 10 am. and 7 p.m. (in the best
interest of the community), that those
with private wells do not have to fol-
low the same rules,” said Carolyn
Armstrong, city manager.

She told the council that she has
heard some believethe city’s concern
isbased solely onlost revenuewiththe
addition of thesewells.

“1 am not concerned about the rev-
enue; however, | feel if the citizens of
Colby are abiding by water conserva-
tionregulations, otherswithinthecity
should be required to conserve as
well,” shesaid.

Armstrong said it was also her un-
derstanding that about aweek ago, an
official within the Colby School Dis-
trictdroveto Topekatofileapplication
for the purpose of installing a15-acre
feetirrigation well.

Citinganexamplerelatingtothelost
revenue comments, Armstrong said
that should Colby Public School sdrill
anirrigationwell with 15 acrefeet for
their water rights, that wouldtranslate
to 4,890,000 gallons or $3,080in an-
nual revenueusingthecity’scommer-
cia rate structure and out of atotal of
about $550,000.

Theissueis not about revenue, it's
about conservingwater for thegood of
the entire community, said Mayor
Warren Hixson.

In researching options, Armstrong
said thecity could voteto approvethe
formation of anintensivegroundwater
use control areaor IGUCA.

Armstrongsaid shespokewith Hank
Ernst at the Kansas Water Officein
Topeka.

“Ernst said that the City of Hays
when faced with being unable to en-
forceprivatewellshandledtheissueby
forming an IGUCA.

Following the conversation with
Ernst, Armstrong said she spoke with
Ray Luhmanand WayneBossert from

Groundwater Management Di strict #4
in Colby to ask for clarification.

Bossert, who was present at the
Tuesday meeting, toldthecouncil that
there are some ramifications to an
IGUCA and he wanted to make sure
everyone understood all the options
beforeenteringinto thistypeof agree-
ment. One such concern would bein
thelossof local control regarding wa-
ter issues with everything being de-
cidedin Topeka.

Offeringinterpretation of theforma-
tion statutes, Bossert said an IGUCA
would either require a recommenda-
tionby the Groundwater M anagement
District or by petitionwith 300 voters.

Another way acity could have this
type of formation would beto request
Dave Pope, the chief engineer of the
Division of Water Resourceswith the
Kansas Department of Agriculture, to
initiatethel GUCA based ononeof five
conditions, of which Bossert said
Colby would qualify.

Those conditions included water
table declining, withdrawal s exceed-
ing discharge, preventable waste oc-
curring, water quality deteriorating
and addressing public interest.

There would also need to be docu-
mentation and oral evidence, he said,
requiringagainfiveissuerelevanttos
hearing.

If thechief engineer findsthat many
of theconditionsexist andthat the pub-
licinterestrequirescorrectivecontrols,
Pope could then order the establish-
ment of the IGUCA.

Another option in the statutes,
Bossert said, would be that the chief
engineer requireany new applicantsor
existing water right ownersto do con-
servationplans, if it would assurepub-
lic benefit and promote the public in-
terest. However, in thissituation, any
water conservation plans that would
restrict privatewellsor irrigation sys-
tems within the city would be subject
toapproval by the Groundwater Man-
agement District unlessthey arepart of
the district’s program adopted by the
chief engineer.

“Thiswording seemstorequirethat
theGroundwater Management District
approval of plans within Colby even
thoughthedistrict wasnotinvolvedin
therequest,” hesaid.

“Thisisatouchy areawhen consid-
ering regulation on domestic water
rights,” Bossert told the council.

Thecouncil agreed by consensusto
continue discussion and consider its
options with respect to water conser-
vationregulationsapplicableto every-
oneand every entity inthecity.

Sees need for funds, training

ABILENE(AP) — State and local
agencieslack the equipment, training
andfundingtoeffectively preventand
respond to aterrorist attack, officials
told acongressional subcommittee.

“We want to know what the federal
government can do to help,” Rep.
StephenHorn (R-Calif.) toldlocal and
state officialsat the hearing at the
Eisenhower Presidential Library in
Abilene.

RaymondWilliams, chief executive
officer of Sumner Regional Medical

CenterinWellington, said rural hospi-
tals need federal funding to purchase
water purification equipment, builc
facilitiestoeffectively isolate patients
infected with contagious biological
agents, and purchase protective suits
and equipment for itsworkers.

George Teagarden, the state live-
stock commissioner, said the federal
government should fund research to
develop afield test that could be used
to authoritatively diagnose foot-and-
mouth disease at feedlots.
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Actors sought for fall production
TheColby Community Collegedramadepartment will becon-
ducting auditions for the fall production of Scapino! by Frank
Dunlop and Jim Dale on Wednesday and Thursday, Sept. 4-5.
Auditionswill begin at 7 p.m. inthe Cultural Arts Center onthe
Colby College campus. The auditions are open to students and
the community, said Walter Yuhre, drama instructor, and will

consist of reading from the script. “ Actors who have prepared

monologuesareinvitedto performtheir auditionpieces,” hesaid.
Theplay will featurerolesfor both men and women between the
agesof 18to 65 with performancedatesof Nov. 7,8and 9. Those
selected fromtheauditionwill beginrehearsingon Tuesday, Sept.
17. For questions or information, call Yuhre at 462-4783.

Democrats invited to meeting

TheThomasCounty Democratic Central Committeewill meset

on Thursday, Aug. 29 at 7:30 p.m. in the Thomas County Office
Complex. All interested Democratsareinvited to attend. Thisis
the re-organi zation meeting and plans for fund raising will be
discussed, said Rosalie Seemann, acoordinator of the event.

‘Meet the Teachers’ event Sunday

The Parent-Teacher Student Association in Colby is sponsor-
ing a“Meet the New Teachers’ in the Colby Public School sys-
tem. The event is planned from 3to 5 p.m., Sunday, Aug. 25, at
the Comfort Inn Convention Center. Organizersareencouraging
everyone to stop by for a“come and go” casual and relaxed at-
mospherein and effort to show support for public schools.

Farm meeting planned next week

A farmprogramtraining andinformational meetingwill beheld
on Monday, Aug. 26, at 1 p.m. and again at 7 p.m. inthe Cultural
ArtsCenter ontheColby Community Collegecampus. Themeet-
ingissponsored by the ThomasCounty Farm ServiceAgency and
everyoneisinvitedto attend oneof thesessions, coordinatorssaid.
For questions, call 462-7671.

Vendors sought for September festival

TheColby/Thomas County Chamber of Commerceisseeking
vendors for the “ Celebration on the High Plains Fall Festival,”
scheduled to begin at 10 am., Saturday, Sept. 7, at Southwind

Plazain Colby. All types of booths are welcometo includefood
booths, varioustypes of exhibitors, along with those wanting to
dodemonstrationsor sell craftsand other items. For questionsor
details on booth pricesfor this event, call Jada Johnson, execu-
tive secretary at the Chamber office, 462-3401. Thedeadlinefor
vendors planning to participateis Friday, Aug. 30.

Leadership nominations wanted

Applicationsare now being accepted for the 2002-03 L eader-
ship Thomas County program, said L eilani Thomas, one of the
coordinators. Completed forms must be returned to the Colby/
Thomas County Chamber of Commerceby Friday, Aug. 23. For
guestionsor an application, call (785) 462-3401.

Floats wanted for parade

TheRexford-Golden PlainsAlumni areplanningaspecial cel-
ebration on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 30-31 and Sept.
1, said Kathi Hapke, chairman of the association. Hapke is en-
couraging busi nesses, individual sand organi zationsto enter floats
for the parade on Saturday. To register, call (785) 687-3340.
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