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Sean Hankin, Colby firefighter, was busy this week getting ready for Saturday’s annual drive, “Fill the
Boot,” to assist the Muscular Dystrophy Association. Firefighters will be at Dillons, Wal-Mart and on the
corner of Fourth and Franklin between 9 a.m. and noon during this year’s drive. For more than 20 years,
Colby firefighters have volunteered to collect money for the Arc Valley Chapter of Muscular Dystrophy.
“Allthe money collected during the Colby drive goes to help buy wheelchairs or send children to summer
camps or furthering research in central and western Kansas,” said Rick Dickman, assistant fire chiefand
coordinator of the drive. Currently, he said, the Arc Valley Chapter helps more than 530 families.

Routine stop yields
$155,000 In cash

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

Another routinetraffic stopin Tho-
mas County on Tuesday afternoon
proved to be a big payoff. Thomas
County Sheriff Tom Jones said that
approximately $155,000incashanda
“fair” amount of narcoticswererecov-
ered from the vehicle driven by Carl
Raymond Crabb Jr.

Crabb, 54, of Seattle, Wash., was
driving westbound on 1-70 when he
was pulled over by a Thomas County
deputy sheriff near mile-marker 54.

Whiletalkingwith Crabb, theofficer

had reasonablesuspicion of illegal ac-
tivity, said Jones. Crabb granted the
officer’srequest to searchthevehicle.

Uponsearchingthetrunk, theofficer
cameacrossseveral piecesof luggage.
Onebag, whichwaslocatedintheback
of thetrunk, waslocked.

Crabb, Jones said, denied the lug-
gagewashis, and said hewasunaware
of itscontents.

The vehicle was towed to the Law
Enforcement Center where it was
searched by K-9. Oncethedogalerted
onthelocked bag, officersopeneditto
find alarge sum of cash and hashish.

Jones said the money was counted
by DonitaA pplebury, county treasurer,
and membersof alocal bank. Crabbdid
exercisehisright towitnessthecount-
ing and tabulation process of the ap-
proximately $155,000.

The money was turned over to the
county treasurer’s offices and then
transported to alocal bank.

Crabbwasarrested and charged with
possession of marijuana or hashish
with theintent to distribute. Heiscur-
rently inthe ThomasCounty Jail pend-
ing the formal filing with the county
attorney’s office of criminal charges.

County takes TV spotlight

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Everwonder where Showalter Cem-
etery islocated or what the Stitch and
Chatter Club does?

It was surprising to learn how few
Thomas Countians actually know
much about these things.

For those curiousto learn more, of -
ficials at Smoky Hills Public Televi-
sion are encouraging everyone to
watch thefirst episodein anew series
featuring ThomasCounty. Theinaugu-
ral broadcast of “Our Town/A Day in
ThomasCounty,” airsat 7 p.m., Satur-
day, on cable channel 3, said Kristy
Nyp, director of communicationsand
marketing for thetelevision station.

Hel ping makethisfirst episodepos-
sible, Nyp and other publictelevision
staff thanked the 20 volunteers from
Colby and surroundingtowns, whodid
thefilming, withaspecial preview pre-
sentation last week.

“Everyone did a wonderful job of
finding and capturing many of those
specia eventsthat makethiscommu-
nity unique,” she said.

With the broadcast only days away
and not wanting to give away too
much, the following tidbits are being
offered for curioustelevision viewers
inthearea. For example, someThomas
County television watchersmight en-
joy the colorful cameo appearances
starring local celebrities such as Tho-
mas County Sheriff Tom Jones, Jeff
Hartwell, Shirley Bourquin, Marci
Gilbert, the Jeff Wagoner family, Lula
Theiler or SadaMunkres— andthat’s
naming only afew peoplefeatured.

History buffs might be inclined to
pay closer attentiontotheearly begin-
nings of Colby and Thomas County,
complete with background informa-
tion on how each got their name.

Many public entities, longtime,
larger or unique businesses are also

highlighted. One portion of the pro-
gram focuses on agriculture, whichis
the backbone and heart of Thomas
County. Local celebritiesin this seg-
ment will include farmers, bank offi-
cials, implement dealersand more.

“Theprogramwill shareall of these
storiesin arather non-traditional way
because they are being produced by
community residentswho know them
best,” Nyp said.

Everyoneinvolvedintheproduction
is hoping that viewers will “tunein”
Saturday night and watch this debut
production.

Sponsors for “A Day in Thomas
County,” included the Colby Free
Press, Colby/Thomas County Cham-
ber of Commerce, KXXX/KQLS,
Colby Community College, F& M
Bank of Colby, Commercial Sign,
FarmBureau Financia Services, along
with partial funding from the Corpo-
ration for Public Broadcasting.

State employees being shorted in pension system, lawmakers told

TOPEKA (AP) — The long-term health of
the pension fund for state government work-
ersand public school employeesisinjeopardy,
legislators weretold Wednesday.

OfficialsfromtheKansasPublic Employees
Retirement System sai d thestateisnot contrib-
uting enough money toK PERStofully finance
all benefitsdueretireesand current parti cipants
over the next 30 years. KPERS officials said
the underfunding will worsen if nothing is
done.

A report from KPERS to the Joint Commit-

teeon Pensions, Investmentsand Benefitssaid
itwould cost $101.2milliontobringthestate’s
contributiontoKPERSupinoneyear towhere
it needs to be to preserve the retirement
system’slong-term financial health.

It would then take an additional $33 million
the following year, with annual increases of
varying sizes after that.

A bigproblemfor KPERSisthevolatility of
financial markets. Investment losses have al-
most wiped out any gainsmadeduring the past
threeyears, according to KPERS figures.

KPERSofficia sstressedthat retireesarenot
in danger of seeing their existing benefitsre-
duced for years. Theissue is making sure the
pension fund has enough money inthefuture.

“This obviously deals with big numbers,”
said Senate President Dave Kerr, R-
Hutchinson, thecommittee’schairman. “It'sa
very real problem, and it’'sgoing to haveto be
dealt withimmediately in the years ahead.”

The gap between what the pension system
needsto raise over the next 30 years and what
it would expect to raise under current Kansas

law isabout $1.8 billion. KPERS said thefig-
urewill exceed $4 billionby 2011if nothingis
done.

The market value of the pension system’s
assetswas $8.6 billion on June 30.

“Wejust need to increase the state's contri-
bution,” said Rep. Vaughn Flora, D-Topeka,
another committee member.

Thegoal of legislatorsand KPERS officials
isfor contributionsfrom KPERS participants,
state and local governments, and investment
earningsto provideenough money to cover all

benefits duefor the next three decades.

In2001, stateandlocal governmentscontrib-
uted about $206 milliontothe pension system,
most of it for the retirement plan for state and
school employees. The state’s contribution is
equal to 4.38 percent of itspayroll.

Under a 1993 law, the state’s contribution
wastoincreaseupto 0.2 percentage pointsper
year until it was high enough to guarantee the
fund’'slong-term health. But KPERS official s
toldthecommitteethat the contribution should
have been increasing more.

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley areas

Thenumbers

Wednesday’s high, 93

L ow thismorning, 65

Year ago today, 89 and 60

Temperature at 11:15 a.m. to-
day, 81

Colby’s24-hour rainfall, 0.00

Oakley’s 24-hour rainfall, 0.15

Soil temp at the4-inch depth, 79

Records for Aug. 22, 106 in
1938 and 39 in 1904 (August’s
coolest ever)

Theforecast

Today, look for temperaturesto
climb near 90. Tonight, partly
cloudy, a 40 percent chance for
showers or thunderstorms, lows
60-65, east winds near 10 mph.
Friday, partly sunny, a 30 percent
chance for showers or thunder-
storms, highs in the mid-80s,
southeast winds 10-15 mph. Fri-
day night, mostly cloudy, a50 per-
cent chance for showers or thun-
derstorms, lowsnear 60. Saturday,
cloudy, a 30 percent chance for
thunderstorms, highsin thelower
80s. (Temperaturesand precipita-
tion are from the Northwest Re-
search-Extension Center, unless
otherwise noted. Forecast isfrom
the National Weather Service.)

Colby Water Usage

*Aug.21=2.890milliongalons

Levelsof Concern

Watch Level 3.5milliongallons

WarningLevel 4.0milliongal-
lons

Emergency Level 4.5 million
galons

(Three consecutive days)

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press
The Colby School Board took a
tour of thedistrict’sfacilitiesas part
of Monday night’s meeting.
“Thestaff hasthegroundslooking
very good,” Superintendent Kirk
Nielsen said. Nielsen, along with
board members John Cranston,
Gerry Fulwider, Tracy Rogers, Cathy
Gordon, Wilburn Hollowayand Stan
Molstad (board member Bill Miller
wasabsent), toured thegradeschool,

puters.

ers,” Nielsen said.

morewith them.”

‘Everything looks great,’ L
says Colby superintendent | ~.©. . ° ..

middle school, high school, and bus
barn, aswell asthe vo-ag building. i ’
Nielsen also showed the board the Fi
computer lab at the middle school, y 18
whichiscurrently upgradingitscom- |5, = ™. g P

“These aren’t brand new comput-

“Butthey aremorepowerful thanthe
oldones, andthekidswill beabletodo

“Thetour went well,” Nielsen said.
“Everything looksgreat.’

Members of the Colby School Board, along with teachers and principals, took a tour of the school facilities
Monday evening. Pictured left to right are board members Gerry Fulwider, Tracy Rogers, high school prin-
cipal Don Barta (behind Rogers), head of maintenance Gary Barton, Bernice Skiles, Pat Turrell, grade
school principal Terrell Harrison, high school assistant principal Jeff Quenzer, board member John Cranston,
middle school principal Robb Ross, Superintendent Kirk Nielsen, and board president Stan Molstad.

DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press
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Leadership nominations due Friday

Applicationsare now being accepted for the 2002-03 L eader-
ship Thomas County program, said Leilani Thomas, one of the
coordinators. The purpose of the program isto develop future
leaders for the county and application requests can be made by
businesses, civicclubs, organizationsor by individual s, shesaid.
Completed formsmust bereturned tothe Colby/Thomas County
Chamber of Commerceby 5p.m.,Friday, Aug. 23. For questions,
call (785) 462-3401 or stop by the office at 350 S. Range, Suite
10in Colby.

Eagle yearbooks arrive

TheColby High School yearbooksfor the2001-02 school year
arenow availableand can be picked up tonight at the high school
in room 502 from 7 to 8 p.m., said Donna Henry, journalism
teacher and yearbook advisor.

Actors sought for fall production
TheColby Community Collegedramadepartment will becon-

ducting auditions for the fall production of Scapino! by Frank

Dunlop and Jim Dale on Wednesday and Thursday, Sept. 4-5.

Auditionswill begin at 7 p.m. inthe Cultural Arts Center on the
Colby College campus. The auditions are open to students and
the community, said Walter Yuhre, drama instructor, and will
consist of reading from the script. “ Actors who have prepared
monologuesareinvitedto performtheir auditionpieces,” hesaid.
Theplay will featurerolesfor both men and women between the
agesof 18to 65 with performancedatesof Nov. 7,8and 9. Those
selected fromtheauditionwill beginrehearsingonTuesday, Sept.
17. For questions or information, call Yuhre at 462-4783.

Meeting planned to recruit EMTs

The Thomas County Emergency Medical Serviceswill have
an informational meeting on Thursday, Aug. 29, beginning at 7
p.m. for the purpose of recruiting interested peoplein becoming
emergency medical technicians. Everyoneisinvitedtoattend. For
guestionsor information, call Kathi Wright, director, at 462-4585.

Democrats invited to meeti ng
TheThomasCounty Democratic Central Committeewill meet

on Thursday, Aug. 29 at 7:30 p.m. in the Thomas County Office

Complex. All interested Democrats areinvited to attend. Thisis

the re-organi zation meeting and plans for fund raising will be
discussed, said Rosalie Seemann, acoordinator of the event.

‘Meet the Teachers’ event Sunday

The Parent-Teacher Student Association in Colby is sponsor-
ing a“Meet the New Teachers’ in the Colby Public School sys-
tem. The event is planned from 3to 5 p.m., Sunday, Aug. 25, a
the Comfort Inn Convention Center. Organi zersareencouraging
everyone to stop by for a“come and go” casual and relaxed at-
mosphere in and effort to show support for public schools. For
guestions, call Toni McAdams, president of theassociation, 462-
6248 or Connie Davis, secretary-treasurer, at 462-7188.

Farm meeting planned next week

A farmprogramtraining andinformational meetingwill beheld
onMonday, Aug. 26, at 1 p.m. and again at 7 p.m. inthe Cultural
ArtsCenter onthe Colby Community Collegecampus. Themeet-
ingissponsored by the Thomas County Farm ServiceAgency and
everyoneisinvitedtoattend oneof thesessions, coordinatorssaid.
For questions, call 462-7671.
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