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The key Is drought
disaster assistance

Asthisdry summer season draws to a close, emergency drought relief
remainsthefocusof attention among sun-blistered crop and livestock pro-
ducersinKansas. June, July andAugust weredevastating and providedlittle
moistureto parched grassand cropland acrossthe state.

Understanding how important drought disaster assistance will beto en-
sure farmers and ranchers continue in the business of producing food for
hungry peoplein thiscountry and throughout theworld, Kansas Farm Bu-
reau (KFB) and other agricultural organizations are committed to making
surehelpisontheway.

FarmBureauisstudyingtheemergency droughtrelief legislationthat will
be discussed when Congress returnsto Washington after Labor Day. Rep-
resenting 43,000 farmers and ranchers in Kansas, Farm Bureau supports
utilizing emergency dollarsto provide disaster assistance. Thiswould be
funded using dollarsfrom farm bill “ offsets’ similar to other emergencies
including firesand hurricanes.

Kansasfarmers must see drought assistance before Jan. 1, 2003. If such
help isn’t forthcoming, our state will lose families who won't be able to
continuefarming. Farmersacrossthewesternthird of thestatehavealready
liquidated cowherdsand fall cropsare being harvested early in an attempt
to salvage corn, milo and other row cropsfor silage.

Thissort of disaster assi stancedoesnot underminecropinsurancereform
and programsal ready availableto Kansasproducers. Thestate' slargest farm
advocacy organizationisworkingto extend thetimefor capital gainstotwo
yearsbeyondthedrought, instead of thecurrent twoyearsfrom saleof stock.
Both of these proposalsare crucial to Kansasfarm and ranch familiesand
may likely befound in acompromisebill.

In aletter to U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman,
Kansas Farm Bureau urged thisnation’ schief agricultural leader torelease
producersinvolvedin CRP(conservation reserveprogram) contractsfrom
certainrental payment provisions. Thisrequirement burdensproducerswho
arestruggling to provideforagefor their livestock. It also hampersUSDA
staff with administrative detailswhentimeiscrucial.

While KFB has not taken position to support one of thethreemajor bills
currently berecommended, the two measuresintroduced by Sen. Pat Rob-
ertsand Rep. Jerry Moran both contain provisionsthat could benefit Kan-
sasfarmersand ranchers. A compromisebill will probably wind up before
Congress.

Until thedetail sare hammered out, only farmersand rancherscan effec-
tively communicate their needs for drought assistance. Members of the
KansasCongressional delegation understand what' sat stakeinthisdebate,
but their urban counterparts may not.

Put yourself in their shoes. Many of them voted against the recent farm
bill because of budget concerns. No doubt some of them will view this ef-
fort as agriculture coming to them again with its hand out.

Supportersof agricultureand rural communitiesin Kansasand acrossthe
drought-parched sections of this country have ajob to do— remind those
lawmakerswhat farmersand ranchersdofor their constituents. Unlessthey
receive cals, letters and e-mails by the truckload, the assistance package
may not arriveintime. Thiscould spell disaster for farmfamiliesinKansas
and the Midwest. —by John Schlageck
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Schlageck has been writing about farming and ranching in Kansas for
25years. Heisthemanaging editor of “ KansasLiving,” aquarterly maga-
Zinededicated to agricultureandrural lifein Kansas.

About those letters . . .

The Free Press encourages and wel comes |l ettersfrom readers.

L etters should be typewritten, if at all possible, and should include
atelephone number and an address. Most importantly, all letters
must include asignature. Unsigned |etters cannot be published.
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Andthenthere'sthat ‘other person’

I AM not making light of lawyers. | have one of
thevery bestinbrother Norbert (at Hays). He' sbeen
practicing for 50+ yearsand during that time | have
cometo appreciatethelong hours, theintensity, the
preparation, theongoing commitment, the perpetual
study — all those things about attorneys not many
people are aware of. | love and respect that man
dearly. Now, withall that said....I will getonwiththe
topic at hand — lawyers.

Have you noticed that most people appearing on
television talk shows, or news shows, always have
that “ other person” sitting next to them?Well, that
“other person,” 99 percent of thetime, isalawyer.
Thereareso many stupid thingsgoing insociety to-
day that you never know whenyouaregoingtoneed
oneof thoseguysor gals. Takethelady in Ohiowhose
kidsgot sunburned and sheended upinjail for eight
days because the sheriff said shewasn’t practicing
responsible parentship. He described the burnsin
terms of degrees, and it turned out that the burns
weren't that at all. Criminal charges against the
mother were dropped. So she appeared Thursday
morning on ABC-TV's*“Good Morning America’
or whatever it iscalled, to tell her side of the story.
Seated next to her was “another person” — her at-
torney.

| usethisasan examplebecausethisgoeson prac-
tically every day. Different facestelling different
storiesof what many timesseem soinsignificant that
you begin to think we live in agigantic loony pen.
But thanks, inmany casestothedo-gooders—who
should be butting out instead of butting in — there
areliteraly, | would venture to guess, thousands of
incidentsthat don’t warrant legal intervention. And
I’m sure I’ m not alone in shaking my head many
timesindisbelief.

But, unfortunately, weliveinatimewhenyougot
tobeonyourtoes24/7for fear someonewill seethat
— uh-oh— youforgot to tie both of your shoesand
youknow that will certainly offend someone. Or your
child makes a sour face ashe or she picksup hisor
her lunchtray intheschool cafeteria, andthat, with-
out question, comes under the category of offend-
ing. And of course that child's parents will charge
interference with freedom of expression under the
First Amendment — and thelegal glovesareon. Or
how about thelady whowasforced todrink her own
breast milk from a bottle before being allowed to
board aplaneto demonstratewhat shewascarrying
onwas, infact, breast milk and not something that
could beignited and blow up theplane. She' ssuing.
And | think she should. Common sense could have
settled this matter. Or the high school student who
was kicked out of school for giving a speech that
contained theword God. Shewasforcedtoget legal
counsel in order to get back into her classes. Or the
6-year-old boy who kissed aplaymate onthe school
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The market boom;

All my Kkids,

Slept in oneroom.

Perhaps it was all those dreary years working in
real estatethat sensitizedmetohousing. | tendtoview
it asameasure of our demaocracy. Take 1976. Back
thenmany votersstill recalledfamily experiencewith
subsidized units, andfewer of uswererich. Therealso
lingeredinour heartssomeresi dueof apost-war spirit
of community team play. That year thefederal gov-
ernment spent $77 billion (adjusted) onlow-income
renters. Meanwhilethemortgageinterest deduction
on homeowners' tax returns cost the Treasury only
$29hillion.

Now that isall reversed. We middle class voters
nolonger rel atetoassi sted housing. Weoftenfeel that
such aidisakind of handout to folkswho havesim-
ply madepoor lifestylechoices. We' real soill at ease
thatinappropriatepeople, if subsidized, might some-
how nudgeinto our neighborhood or our town. Con-
gressmen, alert devils that they are, can sense this
shift, and have conseguently lowered the budget for
assisted housing to $24 billion. At the sametimethe
mortgageinterest deductionfor themiddleclassand
thewealthy haszoomedto $121 billion. (Thebigger
the house, the more the deduction.)

Somewhat |esschintzy, thank goodness, isaid for
those who are actually homel ess. We respond more
generously to poignant photosof desperatefamilies
camped outinabandoned cars. Thuswepay for shel-

. | Tom Dreiling
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playground and was sent homefor unacceptabl e be-
havior. Onand onit goes. It'salitany of insanity.

Butif | wereanattorney | would most certainly take
some of these cases. That'swhat the good guys and
galsinthelega profession aretherefor. It'sjust un-
fortunate that something that used to be the popular
namefor agirl — Sue— isnow commonplacein a
society that justisn't quite surewhy it even exists.

Watch out! Get your finger out of year ear. Some-
body iswatching and you could very well be hauled
infor apublicly unacceptable gesture.

QUICK WIT —If youwantyourwifetolistenand
pay undivided attention to every word you say, talk

inyour sleep.

MAY BE the way President Bush can tackle the
forest fire problem isto outlaw matches. But then |
got to thinking, | have abox of matchesthat haven't
startedafireontheir own, and | usedtohaveaweapon
inthe closet that never hurt asoul onitsown. Hmm.
Maybe it is the irresponsible handling of these two
thingsthat triggersdisastrousresults.

WORTHA CHUCKLE

Asatrucker stopsfor ared light, awoman jumps
out of her car, runsupto histruck, and knocksonthe
door. The trucker lowers the window, and she says
“Hi, my nameisHeather and you arelosing some of
your load.” The trucker ignores her and proceeds
downthestreet. Whenthetruck stopsfor another red
light, thelady catchesup again. Shejumpsout of her
car, runsup and knocksonthedoor. Again, thetrucker
lowersthe window. Asif they’ ve never spoken, she
says brightly, “Hi my nameis Heather, and you are
losing some of your load!” Shaking his head, the
trucker ignores her again and continues down the
Street.

Atthethirdredlight, thesamething happensagain.
All out of breath, thewoman getsout of her car, runs
up, knocksonthetruck door. Thetrucker lowersthe
window. Againshesays" Hi, my nameisHeather, and
you arelosing some of your load!”

Whenthelight turnsgreen thetrucker revsup and
races to the next light. When he stops this time, he
hurriedly gets out of the truck, and runs back to the
lady. Heknockson her window, and asshelowersit,

William A.
Collins

® Another
Viewpoint

tersto at least get these sufferersinto awarm place.
To movethem beyond the shelter, though, isanother
matter. Political support for transitional housing, fam-
ily services, and down payment assistanceis sparse.

And now al at once even the shelters are inad-
equate. Welfare reform and the slipping economy
have pushed demand over the brink. Everywherein
the state (Connecticut) they are overflowing, with
many folks now moving back into packing crates.
That’sunfortunatetiming. Thestate hasabig deficit
at themoment, and thegovernor isunwillingtoraise
taxesonrich peopletofill the gap.

For folksnot actually out onthestreet, thereisless
help yet. If you have a place to live, no matter how
wretched, you don’t make a poignant photo. That
shortcoming affects many legislative votes. Back in
1990, for example, thestateapproved over $100 mil-
lioninnew housing bonds. Now that level isnear zero,
with no real hope of improvement.

Norisitany different for rental assistance. Lastfall
thestateopeneditsapplicationlist (normally closed)

he says (are you ready for this?),” Hi, my nameis
George. It'swinter in Nebraskaand I’ m driving the
salt truck!”

HAPPY Birthday to...

Aug. 23 — Willie Engelhardt (87), Rosie Stock-
ton, SabrinaFoster

Aug. 24 — Cassie Lechman (2), Clayton
Appelhans, ZitaRundel

Aug. 25 — Elise Corbett, Mandy Hoagland

HAPPY Anniversary to...

Aug. 23— Dave & Kay Wessel

Aug. 24— George & Mary Shackelton, Sean &
Kelli Hankin

Aug. 25 — Oscar & Josephine Jones (62nd), Jim
& Karen Morrison

Congratulations!

Now, | have onemorel failed to mention on Aug.
21— Kuper Jones, whoturned 19 anditisalwayse
very special day ashishbirthday and hisgrandparent’s
anniversary — Harold & Grace Jones— are on the
same date. That’s cool!

STORY TIME

Sitting ontheside of thehighway waitingto catch
speeding drivers, astatepoliceofficer seesacar put-
tering along at 22 mph. Hethinksto himself, “ This
driverisjust asdangerousasaspeeder!” Soheturns
onhislightsand pulls thedriver over. Approaching
the car, he noticesthat there arefivelittle old ladies
—twointhefront seat and threeintheback — wide
eyed and white asghosts.

Thedriver, obviously confused, saysto him, “ Of -
ficer, | don’t understand. | was doing exactly the
speed limit! What seemsto bethe problem?’

“Ma am,” theofficer replies,“ youweren’t speed-
ing, but you should know that driving slower thanthe
speed limit can be adanger to other drivers.”

“Slower than the speed limit?Nosir! | wasdoing
thespeedlimit exactly —twenty-twomilesanhour!”
the old woman says quite proudly.

Thestatepoliceofficer, tryingtocontainachuckle,
explainsto her that “ 22" wasthe route number, not
the speed limit.

Abitembarrassed, thewoman grinned sheepishly
and thanked the officer for pointing out her error.

“But beforel let you go, ma am, | haveto ask...is
everyoneinthiscar OK ?Thesewomen seemawfully
shaken, andthey haven’t muttered asingle peepthis
wholetime,” the officer sayswith concern.

“Oh, they'll be dll right in a minute, Officer. We
just got off Route 119.”

HAVE agood evening and agood weekend!
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Dreilingispublisher of the FreePress. Hiscolumn
appears Mondays, Wednesdaysand Fridays.

thisisold-fashioned

tolet newly qualified peoplesignup. Duringthat 10-
day window, 37,000 did. The state responded by
funding 300 new rental certificates. Thusit seemsthat
the only citizenswho care anymore are do-gooders
andthesufferersthemselves. Andthoselatter, aswe
know, rarely vote.

Thetowns, likewise, arenot much help. The state
reportsthat weal thy Weston containsonly oneafford-
able housing unit. And Vernon, atown more likely
to understand housing needs, hasjust cut back seri-
oudly onitslow-interest|ow-incomehomeimprove-
ment loans. Henceforth one can only borrow for re-
pairs that affect the “life, safety, and threats to the
immediate health of the occupants.”

Downhereinexorbitant Fairfield County theprob-
lem, as always, is worse. Rents are astronomical.
Two-bedroom apartments run over $1,500. Many
low-pay workerscanonly findhousingin Bridgeport,
if at all. But suchtalesof woeareinsufficient to per-
suade votersto offer more subsidized unitsin their
owntowns. Clearly taxesmight goup, school smight
integrate, and property values might go down. Life
doesn’t get any worse than that.

Only when the shortage affects our own kids are
welikely torelent. Maybe.

Columnist Wi liamA. Collinsisaformer staterep-
resentative and a former mayor of Norwalk, Con-
necticut. Hiscolumntodayissharedwithreadersall
over the country who might feel only they arefaced
with such problems.



