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Statue funding could
help patrol and KB

Thisjust doesn’t make any sense.

But Gov. Bill Graves, while slicing through the budget,
trimmed $563,000 from the Kansas Highway Patrol’s $26.8
million in planned spending and $285,000 from the Kansas
Bureau of Investigation’s$12.9 million budget. That comesto
$848,000.

The highway patrol cuts will mean they will be scratching
their headstryingtofigureout waystokeeptroopersontheroad.
And for the KBI, it will mean giving second thoughts before
assisting in some criminal investigations.

And al thewhile, the governor took no action, asfar aswe
can tell, to eliminate the wasteful spending of nearly $1 mil-
lion to place astatue of an Indian atop the capitol dome.

Eliminating the statue would restore the cutsto the state pa-
trol and the KBI. It'sthat simple.

It'scalled priorities.

Thegovernor, however, isadamant that the statue go up atop
thedomewhichwill beup sohighnobody will know what’sup
there. If itneed beat al, it should be placed at ground level so
all of uspaying for thething can at least see what we' ve paid
for. We can only hope that some of the gawking touristsdon’t
throw their necksout tryingtoget alook at what’sstopthedome
and end up suing us.

We still favor keeping the light bulb burning atop the dome
to guidetouriststo our capital city.

Whenthelight goesout upthereitwill beasdark asitisdown
herefor thestate patrol and KBI tofind their way inthe budget
tunnel. —Tom(TD) Dreiling, Publisher
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About those letters . . .

The Free Press encourages and wel comes | ettersfrom readers.

L etters should be typewritten, if at all possible, and should include
atelephone number and an address. Most importantly, all letters
must include asignature. Unsigned | etters cannot be published.
Wereservetheright to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise,
reservetheright to reject | etters deemed to be of no publicinterest
or considered offensiveor libelous.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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Uniquefeatureat company picnic

| USUALLY don’ttalk about thingswe, asanews-
paper, do outsidetheboundariesof our job. But Sat-
urday evening employeesof Nor’ West Newspapers
gathered at Fike Park for apicnic and an especially
enjoyabledideshow. Nor’ West Newspapersinclude
TheGoodland Daily News, TheOberlinHerald, The
St. FrancisHerald, Bird City Timesand Colby Free
Press, and of course our weekly shopper the Coun-
try Advocate. Steveand CynthiaHaynes, ownersof
the northwest Kansas newspaper chain had an op-
portunity inMay tovisit Chinaaspart of aNational
Newspaper Association-arranged trip. Steveisan
officer intheassociation. Their picturestook usinto
many areasof Chinayougenerally don’t see, aswell
astheexpected sights. Their accompanyingdia ogue
provided aperspectivenot oftenheard. Itwasalearn-
ing experience and you sort of felt like you were
there. Whenyouhavean opportunity toseetripssuch
asthis one through the eyes of people you know, it
makesit somuchmoremeaningful. Itwasanevening
of food, fun, fellowship and China. Nice.

SOMETHING new will soonbetaking placefor
those of us— and that’s most of us— who keep an
eyeontheweather. OnTuesday, Oct. 1, theNational
Westher Serviceofficeat Goodland will beginissu-
ing anew daily text product called the Hazardous
Weather Outlook. This product, said David Floyd,
warning coordination meteorol ogist, will beusedto
aert emergency managers, the media, and the gen-
eral publictoongoingandforecast weather hazards.

Inrecent years, National Weather Serviceoffices
all over the county have issued weather hazard in-
formation to the public in what were called Secial
Weather Satements. However, that information has
been provided only during certain times of theyear
— for exampl e during severe thunderstorm season
— or periodically on an as-needed basis.

Thistype of information, said Floyd, hasbeen so
well received nationwidethat the National Weather
Service hasdecided to create anew product, issued
daily throughout theyear, devotedentirely tothedis-
cussion of upcoming weather hazards. TheHazard-
ousWeather Outlook—tobeknownasHWO—wiill
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discussthe potential for events such as severethun-
derstormsandtornadoes, highwinds, icestorms, bliz-
zardsand heavy snowfall. Theoutlook will typically
concentrateon hazardousweather eventsforecast to
occur duringthenext 48 hours; however, any signifi-
cantevent expectedwith 7 dayswill al sobediscussed.

I’ ll beanxiously awaitingtheHWOtokickin. It'll
beanother stepin providing theupdatesnecessary to
keep abreast of Mother Nature's behavior— and |
haveahunchthat includesal ot of peopleout hereon
theHigh Plains.

DEAR Lord, sofar today, am| doing all right?

| have not gossiped, lost my temper, been greedy,
grumpy, nasty, selfish, or self-indulgent. | have not
whined, complained, cursed, or eaten any chocol ate.
| have charged nothing on my credit card.

But | will be getting out of bed in aminute, and |
think that | will really need your help then.

EVERY now and then | get an update on various
things happening in our town from resident Fred
Miller. Theoneheshared thismorning | found espe-
cialyinteresting, sol will shareitwithyou. Henotes:

“Thearboretum continuestochangefromonelook
to another. It's full of birds and color and fun. The
humming birdshavebeen migratingthroughfor sev-
eral weeksnow andwe' vehad quiteanumber stopto
visit. L ast week wehad asmany asfour comingtoour
feedersand competingfor territory inthearboretum.
We' vewitnessed somepretty excitinghummingbird
wars.

“For nearly aweek aruby throat would sit on the
feeder nexttothepatiodoorsfacingintotheglass. He

was using thereflection asagiant mirror to keep an
eyeon histerritory. He has since moved on.

“A rufous hummer stayed with usfor nearly twc
weeks. Hewas probably the most aggressive sofar.
Heeven chased the gold finches.

“Friday we had aromantic doing courtship dives
to impress two other hummers who had stopped at
‘Miller’s Nectar, Bed and Breakfast.” They weren't
paying himany attention. Eventually hegaveupand
settled for chasing them around theyard at 40 miles
an hour.

“Since humming birds don’t stay here during the
summer we haveto settlefor enjoying them during
their migrations. Used to be we' d take the feeders
downaround mid September becauseitwassaid the
birdscouldbeenticedtostay toolong. Wehavesince
learned that’s an old wivestale. Migration happens
whether there’ splenty of food or not. Malesmigrate
first then females comethrough latein the season.”

HAPPY Birthday to...

Aug. 26 — AnnaFyfe, (twins) Mollieand Marie
Herbel, Shawna Cox, Melvin Rucker Jr.

Aug. 27— Eddie Miller, Casey Wiens, Lori Wil-
son, Kay Wessel

HAPPY Anniversary to...

Aug.26—Willard& JoanHartley, Gene& Friede
Jones, Lyle& Ranell Lunsway

Congratulations!

Call us at 462-3963 or email td@nwkansas.com
tohaveyour special day mentioned. Also, pleasekeey
us informed of any changes. Your help is needed.
Thanks, in advance!

HERE’ Ssomething to ponder: You arethrowing
aparty at your home. Do you know what 40 percent
of your guestsaredoing? Thismay surpriseyou but
astudy revealsthey are snooping in your medicine
cabinet in your bathrooom.

YEP, it'sMonday!
*kkkk

Dreilingispublisher of the FreePress. Hiscolumn
appears Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

Lobbying, it'sall inthefamily

| wasalarmedtheother day tofind out (viatheNew
York Times) that rel ativesof powerful politiciansare
getting jobslobbying Congress. For example:

—Joshua Hastert, the 27-year-old son of Repub-
lican House Speaker DennisHastert, |obbieson be-
half of high-techindustries. (Noslaveto convention,
Mr. Hastert affectsagoateeand apierced tongue; he
apprenticed for hisjob by running arecord store.)

—L inda Daschle, whose husband Tom is Senate
Majority L eader andaDemocrat, isthepublicpolicy
adviser at one of Washington'stop lobbying firms,
specializing in aviation companies.

—Chester T. Lott, theson of Trent L ott the Senate
Republican leader, represents a variety of clients,
many of them in the offshore oil and gas business.
He also runs a string of Domino Pizza franchises,
giving his proud father an opportunity to say (ashe
oftendoesinspeeches): “My sonisasmall business-
man.”

Surely you can seethebasisfor my concern. Why,
if one of these politicianswere to use hisinfluence
on behalf of hiskin, we might get legislation that
unfairly favored somecompaniesandindustriesover
others. Wemight even get unwarranted subsidiesfor
companiesthat didn’t deserve them.

Fortunately, | was relieved to learn, that doesn’t
happen.

Theyoung Mr. Hastert, for example, saysthat he
would never lobby hisfather on behalf of hisclients
and that, sofar asofficial Washingtonisconcerned,
he'sjust another |obbyist with a pierced tongue.

And Senator L ott saysthat hedoesn’t discussrel -
evantlegisationwithhisson. SamewithMr.andMs.
Daschle. So apparently it'sall OK.

Donald Kaul

® Another
Viewpoint

AsMs. Daschle says, “Why should aspouse, just
because sheis married to a high-profile public offi-
cial, havetowalk away from acareer?’

Why indeed?

Ms. Daschle, of course, could just as easily have
chosen acareer asadoctor or lawyer or airline stew-
ardessor nurse, but I’ msurethat her high school guid-
ance counselor long ago assured her that she was
uniquely qualified to be a lobbyist, and so young
Linda'slife path was set.

Itisatestament to her great love for her husband
that she would jeopardize her career by marrying a
politician who was to become Senate Majority
L eader. But, throughluck and pluck and unremitting
hardwork, shesurmountedthat handicaptoget where
sheisnow.

Itisevenmorerewardingtoimagineatypical scene
intheHastert household today. Joshuapopshishead
into hisfather’sstudy and says: “Hi Pops, can | have
thecar?’

“TheSpeaker’slimousine?| supposeso. Whereare
you going?’

“To dinner with some important clients. | want to
impressthem. By the way, can you get the House to

float a$40 millionloanto ahigh-tech company I'm
representing? The firm is good for it, it's just that
they’ vehad unusual expenseslately. L egal fees, ball,
you know.”

“Oh, | guessso. I'll arrangefor it next Tuesday in
committee.”

“Gee, thanksamillion, Dad. | don’tknowwhat I’ 0
do without you.”

He goesout the door and Mrs. Hastert comesin.

“Dennis, you' re spoiling that boy rotten, do you
know that?’

“He'sagood boy, Mother. | don’'t want to disap-
point him.”

“You never had anybody arranging limousinesand
$40millionloansforyouwhenyouwerehisage. You
werecoachingthewrestlingteamat Millard Fillmore
high schoal.”

“1 know, dear, but times change. The other day
Trent Lott got thepresident tolend hissonAir Force
Onefor acorporate golfing outing.”

These are not unique situations by any means.
Other Washington politicianswhosesons, daughters,
wives and brothers work as |obbyists include Sen.
OrrinHatch of Utah, White House chief of staff An-
drew Card, Jr., and Sen. Harry Reid of Nevada.

Noneof them, however, allow thoserel ationships
toinfluencethemin any way.

If youdon't believeit, ask them.

Isthisagreat country or what?

Donald Kaul recently retired as Washington col-
umnist for the Des Moines Register.Feedback tc
td@nwkansas.com. The views expressed are those
solely of thewriter.
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