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Can’t afford to sit on the fence

To TheFreePress:

| am afourth generation cattleman, farmer and community
servant, and | would liketo say thank you to thoseinvolvedin
theKansas Drought Forum. | attended thisforumin Goodland
onAug. 26. Inobservanceof thetestimony and responsesfrom
thegovernment official sat thisforum, it seemedthat theremay
be some misconception of the government’ sresponsibilities.

| will bethefirst to admit that the storiesand statementsthat
weregiven by thepeoplein attendanceneeded to bebrought to
those officials' attention. However, it is my opinion that the
drought disaster that wearecurrently incould bereferredtoas
the straw that broke the camel’ s back.

Policies, regulations and administration of these are in my
viewpointwhat iscurrently holdingusback from progress. The
drought is only an obvious additional problem. Sometimes
agricultural laws and regulations are written with the utmost
research, neverthel ess; wefind our professioninsituationsthat
arenot favorabletosuchlaws. Consequently, wefind ourselves
with the repercussions of our own ignorance.

It ismy experiencethat the government isnot going to ‘fix’
our problems— we need to fix our problemsourselves, andif
you think that they will then you are badly mistaken. We can
turn to the government for help, but only for band-aid help.

If wewant to truly progressand establish our futurethenlo-
cal input, control and commitment isthe answer. We asan ag-
ricultural community need to use thisforum as atool to edu-
cateourselves. Inorder for thisminority sector to succeed and
prosper, we have got to get involved in our livelihood and be
aggressive.

If wesit onthefence, then weasagroup will never bemore
than apuppet.

Jon Starns

K ansasAssociation of Conservation Districts
ArealDirector

Brewster

(Letter #117)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on this page are encouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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Thenameof thegameis‘security’

Last night’s storm was sure a whopper. It seems
likeforever sincewehaveseenagreat deal of water
comefromthesky. Afriendand | wereout watching
thestorm, north of town, hoping afunnel would pop
out of thesky. I know, | know, someof youright now
areassuming | havelost my mind, but remember...I
amaphotographer. | am alwayslooking for the per-
fect shot!

Wewereoutsidethevehi clewatching theclouds,
whichwerevery low, and hetold methat whenever
| thought it wasunsafe, to say theword andwewould
changelocations. Sincehehasnever seenatornado,
hereally wasn't feeling agreat deal of danger, just
more adrenaline than anything. | was the one who
startedtoget alittlebit jittery whenthosel ow hang-
ing clouds began to swirl directly overhead in a
counter-clockwise manner.

Atthat point...| saidtheword. Don’'t get mewrong,
| wasreally wanting to seeatwister, but to haveone
pop down directly overhead really wasn’t the pho-
tographicimage | wasdying to get!

Later, as| wassitting in my living room ponder-
ing my writings for today, | started to think about
security or thelack of it for that matter.

When we are insecure, we reach the point where
fear takes over our body and the brain sayswe are
unsafe. Everyone, from thetimewe exit thewomb,
fightsto find security in some capacity.

The newborn draws into its mother, the only se-
curity it hasknownfor ninemonths. Thesamechild
crawlsupinherlapwhenthey areill, and runstodad,
the pillar of family security, when they feel threat-
ened.

Hawkins

® Pursuit of
a Richer Life

When| wasyoungandlivinginnorthwest Kansas,
thereweremany timeswedid seetornadoes. | remem-
ber runningtothebasement withmy momand brother
while my dad watched the skies. He was the guard-
ian of our family. He was strong and indestructible,
and made surewefelt safe.

Asl wouldtell my mother that heneededtojoinus
inthebasement, shewould assuremehewouldif we
wereindanger. Inmy mind, wewerecompletely safe
with dad guarding theperimeter of our house. Thank-
fully I never experienced the fear that would have
comeif he had come running to the basement tojoin
us.

Security comes from many sources besides our
parental units. Small childrenusually find asecurity
object of somesort. Minewasagreen blanket which
| received when | was a baby. In reflection, | dug it
out of thecedar chestlast night totakeal ook atit once
again.

It is so worn and tattered, no amount of sewing or
reconstruction could mend the thin cloth. It used to
bebeautiful! It wasbright green, yellow andred, and
had five white quilt patches, which as | recall, had

picturesof nursery rhymecharactersembroideredin
them.

Now, thewhiteispretty muchbarewithonly traces
of colored thread left here and there. Somewherein
my mother’sphoto archivesisapicture of my blan-
ketinitsglory days. Shetook the pictureswhen the
blanket wasbrand new, sinceright away, | took to it
asmy favorite.

It was so soft and cool to thetouch, and went with
meeverywhere. | wasn't one of those kidswho was
likethe Peanut character Linus. | didn’ttaketheblan-
ket withmetoschool or outinpublic, but rest assured,
if | wasspendingthenight anywhere, my blanket was
right by my side.

Theday camewhenmy blanket nolonger wasmy
security. | don’t havevivid recall of the day, but my
mother said | wasin junior high and heading off to
camp when sherealized | wasno longer alittlegirl.
Packing wastight and the decision had to be made.
Taketheblanket...or pack high heels.

The high heelswon out and the blanket retired to
the memory box.

We all grow up and change where our security
comesfrom. For most of usadults, it probablyisn’ta
blanket or amonkey (Jim'’ssecurity toy), but weall
find comfort and saf ety somewhere.

Takesometimeto reminisceand think about what
makesyou secure...appreciate the small things.
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Hawkinsis Family Page and Religion Page edi-
tor, and al so ageneral assignment reporter/photog-
rapher for theColby FreePress. Her columnappears
on Tuesdays.

Classic campaign strategy for Sebelius

By late July, Democrat Kathleen Sebelius had
raised about $1.8 million for her campaign for gov-
ernor.

Duringthepast month, she’ sheen spendingagood
chunk of it on four television adstouting her record
asinsurancecommissioner — but not mentioning her
party affiliation.

She'sfollowingatraditional campaignstrategy of
attempting to solidify a positive image with voters
before GOPnominee Tim Shallenburger and fellow
Republicansbeginraising questionsabout her record
and politics.

She'sa soattemptingtoriseabovepartisanlabels,
something shemust dotowoo moderate Republican
votersand winthe Nov. 5 general electioninastate
where Republicansfar outhumber Democrats.

“Sheisclearly tryingtoestablishanidentity inthe
minds of prospective votersin apositive sense, as-
sociated with experience and success,” said James
Sheffield, chairman of Wichita State University’s
Political ScienceDepartment. “ ThisisclassicPoliti-
cal Campaign 101.”

Sebeliusbegan airing her ads statewide the week
beforethe Aug. 6 primary. All four portray her asa
successful administrator who cleaned up the | nsur-
ance Department and made it more efficient while
protecting consumers.

One, called“ Gloves,” depictsSebeliusenteringthe
commissioner’ sofficein January 1995with support-
erstocleanit up. Shesnapsonapair of rubber gloves
and says, “Let’sget towork.”

“I1t'sreally important that peopleare reminded of
her record asinsurancecommissioner,” said Sebelius
spokeswoman Nicole Corcoran-Basso. “ It'simpor-
tant to get thisinformation out there.”

Thetoughest of thefour adsmay be* Hope,” which
chastises Republicans, saying they had a negative
primary campaign and citing newspaper articles
about GOP candidates’ squabblesover advertising.

John Hanna

® Kansas
Politics

Anarrator says, “ It wasdisappointing, solet’shope
it endshere.”

Shallenburger, the state treasurer, won 41 percent
of the vote in atough Republican primary against
Senate President Dave Kerr, of Hutchinson, and
Wichitamayor Bob Knight.

Shallenburger spokesman Bob Murray acknow!-
edged | ast week that the GOPnominee' sfundraising
forthegeneral el ectioncampaignwould haveto* start
from scratch.”

But being the GOP nomineereducesor eliminates
Sebelius head startinraisingmoney, if conservative
Shallenburger can keep enough moderate Republi-
cansbehind him.

Lastweek,inCowley County, twoWinfield Demo-
crats, Sen. GretaGoodwinand TeresaK rusor, thestate
Democratic Party’ ssecretary, announced the start of
anonpartisan group to cater to crossover voters.

But such efforts often need public support from a
Republican to make asignificant difference.

In addition, the primary contest made
Shallenburger far morevisibleinrecent monthsthan
Sebelius.

“Shewill not go unchallenged,” Murray said. “In
aRepublican state, Democratstendtorunascloseto
Republican ideas asthey can get.”

Republicansclearly hopetopaint Sebeliusasalib-
era. Duringoneprimary campai gn newsconference,
Kerr briefly compared Sebelius to New York Sen.
Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Inafund raising letter dated the day after the pri-
mary, Shallenburger’s campaign said Sebeliusisa

liberal who “needs to sound like a Republican” to
win.

“Well, sheisawolf in sheep’sclothing, becauseif
shewins, shewill raise your taxes and burden your
lifewith unnecessary government, just like Demo-
cratsdo onceelected,” theletter said.

Sebelius has, of course, touted her record in de-
creasing the Insurance Department’s budget and,
whenaskedwhether shewouldincreasetaxes, prom-
isedtoinitiateatop-to-bottomreview of government
to find savings. She aso has said the state heeds tc
bebusinessfriendly.

Her television ads are designed to inoculate her
against attacksliketheonein Shallenburger’sfund-
raising letter.

“I1f you' vegot acandidatewho’sgot afairly posi-
tive record in an abstract sense, then what you'’ re
doingisbuildingaplatformthat’ shardtotear down,”
Sheffield said.

And Joe Aistrup, chairman of Kansas State
University’s Political Science Department, said
Sebeliushas picked agood timeto run her commer-
cials, when Shallenburger israising money to get on
theair again.

“Shecanruntheadsand build up her namerecog-
nition pretty much without aresponse,” hesaid.

Murray doubted the eff ectiveness of early adver-
tising, saying most voters aren’t paying attention.
Sheffield acknowledged voters often have short
memoriesand “ morethan amonth agoisaprevious
century.”

Ultimately, Sebeliuswon’tknow how effectiveher
strategy isElection Day.

But she'staken it straight out of the textbook for
candidates.

“It’'saclassic campaign strategy,” Aistrup said.

Correspondent John Hanna has covered Kansas
government and politics since 1987.
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