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Ticket reminder issued

TotheFreePress:

TheWestern PlainsArtsAssociationwill beginitsseason on Sunday, Sept.
8, withthe SteveMiller Cabaret Bandin Hoxie. Theperformancewill bein
the Hoxie High School auditorium and begin at 3 p.m..

If you have not had an opportunity to purchase a season ticket, $40 for
adultsand $15for students, pleasecall oneof thefollowing: AmieK endrick
at 462-3837, JoanAlbersat 462-6448, or Pat Ziegelmeier at 462-2984, ext.
307 (leaveamessage). Any other WPAA Board member you know will be
glad to assist you. You may also buy season tickets, aswell asticketsfor
individual performances, at the door.

Wewill have seventeen performancesfor adultsaswell asseveral inarea
schoolsthisseason. You will certainly get your money’sworth!

Hopeto seeyou at aconcert.

JoanAlbers
Colby
(Letter #118)

What gives?

To The FreePress:

| am aparent of aseventh grade football player and of a seventh grade
cheerleader, and it hascometo my attention that, even though my husband
and | paid the same amount for atransportation feefor our daughter aswe
paidfor our son, they arenot beingtreated the same. The cheerleadershave
beeninformedthat they will betransportedto only oneout of -townA-team
game, anditismy understandingthat al football playerswill betransported,
by the school, to al out-of-town games.

Thesegirlshaveworked hard— practi cing through the summer and now
practicing asagroup. They had to pay for their uniform, which included:
shoes, socks, pom-poms, sweatshirt, pol o shirt, bloomers, outsideuniform
attire, plusthe$20transportationfee. Theonly thingafootball player pays
for ishisshoes, and the $20 transportation fee.

| feel that the cheerleaders are needed more at the out-of-town games
than the in-town games, because many of the parentsare unableto attend
theout-of-towngames. | alsofeel thatitisimportant to havethe cheerlead-
erstherefor the support of their team.

If cheerleading isnot asport, why arethey paying the sametransporta-
tionfeeasthefootball players?Tothese girlswho haveworked sohard all
summer and are still practicing hard, cheerleading is definitely asport.

Asaparent, | am asking that the school board maketransportation avail-
able to the cheerleaders for all out-of-town games through the activities
transportation fund, the ssme asthey havefor thefootball players.

If anyoneisinterested in supporting our cheerleaders please contact me
at thisnumber: 462-9792.

Thank You,

Vel Brown
Colby
(L etter #119)

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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o YoU SAD...

“WHo NEEDS THE SUPPORT OF THE MILITARY,
THE PUBLIC oR OUR ALLIES 7 YoUr SAID.
“WE CAN TAKE BAGHDAD OURSELVES,”

Let shear It for TomAIbers

| READ with morethan just passing interest the
page 1 feature story with accompanying photos|ast
night in The Hays Daily News about Hays High's
new assi stant principal — TomAlbers. Tom, theson
of JoanAlbersandthelate GeorgeF. Albers, gradu-
ated from Colby Highin 1984. The school in Hays
hasan enrollment in excessof 1,000. He'll havehis
handsfull, asthe story notes, ashisresponsibilities
includestudent attendanceand discipline, school -to-
career programs, vocational-technical education,
staff devel opment, buildingsand grounds, andevalu-
ating staff. PriortoTom’smovetoHaysHigh, hewas
assistant principal at Pittsburg High, a school with
about 800 students. Before that he taught and
coached at Pratt, with coaching experiencein foot-
ball, basketball and track, the story by Judy Sherard
says.Albersgraduated from Fort Hays State Univer-
sity in 1988 and received hismaster’ sdegreeinedu-
cational administrationfrom Fort HaysStatein 1997.
Tom and wife Tina have three children. It'saways
nicepointing out thepositivesthat happentoourkids,
thuspassing along thisinformation wasareal treat.

| SEE wherethelargest school districtinCalifor-
nia— theLosAngelesarea— will beremoving all
pop machines. The school board has decided that
Pepsi and Coca-Colaanditsaffiliated brandsof pop
aren’t what kids should be putting into their bodies
— too much sugar, they say, and that leads to obe-
sity. They indicated there are other choices, such as
fruit-based drinksand milk. I really don’t know how
| feel about this. Ontheonehand | think theboardis
clearly showingitismoreinterestedinthehealth of
thestudentsthanit iswith their educational smarts.
AndI asofed if momanddadthink sodapopisokay
todrink at home, why shouldit suddenly not beokay
todrink at school. Itwoulda sobeinterestingtoknow
how many parentshand out condomstotheir kidsat
home, such asisthepracticein many schoolsacross
thisland today. Somehow | think we'rejust abit on
the flakey side with some of our decisions. And do
you really believe that kidswill kick the pop habit

4 Tom Dreiling
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after the school day ends? Get real.
So much for thistopic.

A CL ASSinsex educationwasabout tobegin, and
eachstudent hadtobringinapermissionslipinorder
totakeit. A boy handed in his slip and explained to
the teacher, “My mom says | can take the course as
long asthere'sno homework.”

IRAQ: shouldweinvade?!l’ dbeinterestedinyour
response — YES or NO. Email td@nwkansas.com
or call meat 462-3963 or 462-7882.

HMM! 111,111,111 X
12,345,678,987,654,321.

111,111,111 =

I T I Snow the 5th anniversary of thedeath of Prin-
cessDi. | seewherethetelevision networks are de-
voting timeto recall the life and times of what they
call one of the most admired women in theworld. |
never viewed herinthat favoredlight. But | will keep
my thoughts to myself. If memory serves me cor-
rectly, we are also on the eve of the 5th anniversary
of the death of Mother Theresa. But | haven't heard
any of thosesamenetworkseven mentioningthat fact.

THEN there’sthat Wichitatelevision station that
keeps giving us those optimistic “ Kansas Business
Updates.” And they always conclude, in essense,
“There'sgood newsall over.” They ought to get out
here and take alook at what the drought has doneto
thelivehoodsof thosewho depend onthesoil tofeed

you, me, countless others around the world — anc
yes, thems eves. Andthen makethat bol d statement,
“There’sgood newsall over.” Weknow they arere-
ferring to Wichita, but Wichitadoesnot make upthe
state of Kansas. Wichitais merely a speck on the
elephant’srump.

HAPPY Birthday to...

* Aug. 28— Marcus Colson, Brady Holzmeister,
Tom Sloan, Del Dempewolf, Tami Goossen

* Aug. 29 — Marlene Carpenter, Jyle Adelman,
Jennifer Gilmore

HAPPY Anniversary to...

* Aug. 28— William & L oretta Rikoff

Congratulations!

Call us as462-3963 or email td@nwkansas.com
to have your special day mentioned. And keep us
advised of any changes. Please. Thanks!

QUESTION: What do bulletproof vests, firees-
capes, windshieldwipers, andlaser printersall have
incommon?Answer:

All invented by women.

THE passenger tapped thecab driver ontheshoul -
der to ask him something. Thedriver screamed, lost
control of the car, nearly hit a bus, went up on the
sidewalk, and stoppedinchesfromadepartment store
window. For a second everything went quiet in the
cab, then the driver said, “Look mister, don't ever
dothat again. Youscared mehalf todeath!” Thepas-
senger apologized and said he didn’t realize that &
littletap could scarehim somuch. Thedriver replied,
“You'reright. I'm sorry, redly it's not your fault.
Today ismy first day asacabdriver. I’ vebeendriv-
ing ahearsefor 25 years.

HAVE agood evening!
*kkk*x
Dreilingispublisher of the Free Press. Hiscolumn
appears Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
td@nwkansas.com

Toerr ishuman, toforgivedivine

Forgivenessis a funny thing. All of us have pet
peeves, things for which it is difficult, or even hu-
manly impossibletoforgive. Somehavegreat diffi-
culty in forgiving themselves and therefore find it
difficult toforgive others.

Others, especially themoreconscientiousand ten-
der-hearted among us, find thefoibles of othersand
themselvestobesoingrainedthat they becomecyni-
cal, expecting everyoneto do theworst.

If ever there was someone who had the right to
become cynical, it was the apostle Paul. He was a
well-educated, but misguided, zealot who had the
strength of character toturn histhinking 180 degrees
when confronted with the error of hisways.

Asaresult, helost most of hisfriendsand endured
amost unbearable hardships from those he called
brethren.

By most worldly standards, he had the right to
become cynical and morose, yet he remained su-
premely confidentintheability of mantodotheright
thing.

No, hewasn't some* pie-in-the-sky” optimist. He
understoodtheevilsthat beset mankind andthetemp-
tationsthat each personfaces. Hislettersreveal aman
with arealistic view of the human condition along
with an idealistic understanding of the potential in
people.

Hewasamanwho never stopped forgiving while
continuingin hisinsistencethat right and wrong did
exist and holding himself and others to the highest

e Jay Kelley
e Speaking My
Mind

moral and ethical standards.

Hecould haveallowed hisinsistenceonthemoral
certaintiesof theBibleandthereality of salvationonly
in Jesus Christ to make him harsh and strident. In-
stead, hesaw thereality of God'slovein setting stan-
dardsthat were actually good for people, evenwhen
they didn’t particularly want to follow.

| know the apostleswereinspired, but | don’t be-
lievethat inspiration controlled themtothepoint they
wrotethingsthey didn’t themselvesbelieve. Inother
words, they were not hypocrites.

Paul actually believed what he said when he told
the church in Effusesto forgive one another as God,
through Christ, had forgiven them.

Wewoulddowell tofollowthat adviceinour daily
lives. If God found manworthy of thesacrificeof his
only son, shouldwenot find manworthy of thesacri-
ficeof alittle of our pride?

Forgivenessisn't about not hol ding peopl eaccount-
able, norisit about all owing thosewhowould perpe-

trate evil impenitently to continue in their wickeo
deeds. Thatisn't God'sstyleandit shouldn’t beours.

Forgivenessis about the willingness to forget &
person’s mistakes when they fail to meet high stan-
dardsthey are so desperately trying to achieve.

Forgiveness is about understanding that when
peoplearedoingall they know howtodo, itisenough
until they know to do better.

Perhaps, if we practiced alittlemoreforgiveness,
wewould havebetter |eaders. Many timesthosewhc
lead usfeel forcedto put on afront of perfection be-
causeof our history of turning onthosewho are per-
ceived asweak.

We have atendency to forgive anything from our
|eadership, aslong as things are going good, while
finding flaw in everything thosein charge do when
things are not going so well. Perhapsif weweree
little more consistent in our standards, our |eaders
would bealittle more consistent intheirs.

Afterall,inour country, weget tochoosethelead-
ers. Continual, impenitent misconduct must not be
tolerated, regardl essof the perceived competenceof
the person in office, but neither should they be cru-
cified for lapses in character simply because they
failed to meet the standard of perfection.

Afterall, only oneman ever met that standard and
it'sagood thing he hasaforgiving spirit.

A. Jay Kelley is the evangelist for the church of
ChristinColby. Hise-mail isjkelley@nwkansas.conr
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