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Runners
stride for
excellence

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press
Coach Bob Mannebach’s Colby
Eaglecrosscountry teamiscoming off
of avery goodyear, withthegirl’ steam
winningtheNorthwest KansasL eague
title for the seventh year in arow, and
the boy’ swinning thetitlefor the sec-
ond straight year.
“The girl’s team went to State last
year andtook ninth,” Mannebach said.
“The boy’s team just missed by one

place qualifying
= )

for State.” Nate
Harter was the
lone runner for
Colby atthe Stat
meet.

“I think we're
going to be very
competitive this
year,” Mannebach said, “ evenwithout
Ivy Ramsey.” Mannebach said
Ramsey might have beeninthetop 5
inthe statethisyear.

Ramsey will missthisseasonwhile
sherecoversfromACL surgery on her
right knee.

Mannebach thinks that freshman
JessicaStephenswill helpfill thevoid
left by Ramsey.

“1t might takeher acoupleof meets,”
he said. “ But she’s going to be avery
good runner.”

Colby opensthe cross country sea-
son next Thursday at Goodland, and
Mannebach says he likesthe way his
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Junior Chris Gordon, freshman Jessica Stephens (middle), and junior
Erika Erickson ran the cross country practice course Wednesday after-
noon. The Eagles are heading to Goodland nextweek to begin the cross

country season.

teamshaveran onthe Sugar Hillsgolf
course.

“The way it's set up,” he said,
“they’ve got arace for freshman and
sophomoreboys, freshman and sopho-
moregirls, andjunior and senior boys,
and junior and senior girls, and they
count all of the standings toward the
meet.

“We've won that meet quite afew

times. It'svery hilly. Itreally isagreat
coursefor ustorunon.”

WhiletheEagleslost quiteafew se-
niors last year, Coach Mannebach is
still happy with histeams.

“We've got six out of seven of our
top boys coming back this year, and
four out of five of our top girls.

“We'regoingtodo pretty good,” he
said.

Baseball commissioner to help avert strike

NEW YORK (AP) — As baseball
moved within two days of another
work stoppage, commissioner Bud
Selig arrived at major |eague offices
and negotiators worked late into the

night to try to avert astrike.

Players are set to walk out Friday
unless there is an agreement for ala-
bor contract. Becauseof thethreat, five
of the 12 teamstraveling for weekend

series pushed back their flights aday,
waitingtoseeif compromisescouldbe
reached on the main sticking points:
levels for aluxury tax and revenue
sharing.

Sampras looking forawin at U.S. Open

NEW Y ORK (AP)— Onaday that
past champions Pete Sampras and
SerenaWilliamswonat theU.S. Open
and one-hitwondersJelenaDokicand
DavidNalbandianlost—all instraight
sets — Tommy Haas and his foil,

David Sanchez, produced enoughthe-
ater for around’sworth of matches.
Haas pulled out a 7-6 (1), 3-6, 3-6,
6-4, 7-5victory that wasastrugglefor
aplayer usually most comfortable on
hard courts. If he can deal with right
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arm pain that’s been hounding him,
Haas could be atitlethreat.

Haas showed up for thefirst-round
match wearing a white muscle shirt,
which was ruled out by tournament
referee Brian Earley.

Fall season underway for Trojans

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press
TheColby Community CollegeTro-
jansaregearing upfor their fall sports
seasons. Coach Gina Chvatal begins
her second season with the Lady Tro-
janvolleyball team, whichfinished 8th
in the Jayhawk West conference last
year. The Trojans will kick off the
home portion of their schedule Thurs-
day, Sept. 5 against Pratt Community
College and will host the Colby Tour-

nament Sept. 7.

TheTrojan cross country team sent
threementotheNJCAA Nationalslast
year, and cameaway witha21st-place
finish. Colby welcomes new head
coach Jeff Becker tothe cross country
team and isin Great Bend tonight for
the Barton County Invitational.

TheTrojan baseball squad will play
afall schedule.“I’ mvery excited about
thegroup| havethisyear,” coachRyan
Carter said. Last year, Colby’sbaseball

teamfinished 20-37 overall, 9-23inthe
Jayhawk West. Saturday, Sept. 14,
Colby hosts the McCook Indians at
noon to start thefall season.

Carl Adams and the Lady Trojan
softball team tied for fifth last year in
the Jayhawk West conferenceregional
tourney and finished with a 25-3C
record. “I’manxioustogetthefall sea-
sonrolling,” Adamssaid. Colby hosts
afall tournament Saturday and Sunday,
Sept. 14 and 15.

Chiefsrookie Ryan Simsendsholdout

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP) — De-
fensive tackle Ryan Sims, the sixth
playertakeninlast spring’ sSNFL draft,
agreed to a seven-year contract
Wednesday with the Kansas City
Chiefs.

The315-pounder from North Caro-
linawill missall four exhibitiongames
and may not be ready for the season
opener Sept. 8 against Cleveland.
Termswerenot announced, but ateam
sourcesaidthedeal includedasigning
bonus of around $10 million, partly
deferred to next year.

Throughout the lengthy and bitter

holdout, Chiefs president Carl
Peterson had refused to meet with
Hadley Engelhard, Sims’ agent.
Engel hard had been makingtherounds
of the talk radio shows saying how
impossibletheChiefsweretodeal with
it.

But finally the two got together for
breakfast onWednesday andadeal was
struck out.

“We were able to move in theright
direction,” said Peterson. Hisassi stant,
Denny Thum, had doneall theprelimi-
nary negotiations.

Simsis badly needed. The Chiefs

defense was among the worst in the
league last season and he is the only
significant upgradein personnel.

“ Aswith any negotiation, therewas
giveandtakeonboth sides,” Peterson
said.

“It’s not completely finished be-
cause we haven’t signed all the docu-
ments. But we will get that done to-
night and tomorrow and hopefully
havetheyoung man onthefield.”

Coach Dick Vermeil, growing in-
creasingly angry over the rookie’s
holdout, has said he would probably
not beableto hel pintheseason opener.

Oakland As win 15th straight

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP) — As
Barry Zito notched one out after an-
other, the chants from the crowd be-
camemorederisive.

Zito took a perfect game into the
sixthinning Wednesday night, leading
the Oakland Athletics past the Kansas
City Royals7-1 for their 15th straight
victory.

“Going out there in every start,
there' salwaysgoingtobestuff inyour
personal lifeand your lifeonthefield
that you haveto block out,” said Zito,
Oakland' splayer representative. | felt
likel did that tonight.”

The15,952 fansat Kauffman, led by
nearly 4,000 participantsin aradio
station’s promotion, let the players
know how they felt about the possibil-
ity of astrike set to begin Friday if the
union and the ownersfail to reach an
agreement.

The chant started inthefirst inning
with“letthemstrike,” and escalatedto
“strikeright now” inthesixthwhenthe
Royalsfell behind 6-0.

“That’s something the people in
Kansas City wanted to do,” Zito said.

“l don’t blame them for being frus-
trated, but the reality isthat thisis
something that happens in labor
unions.”

TheA’'swinning streak isthe long-
est in the major leagues since Seattle
won 15 straight last season. Oakland
completed itsfirst 10-0 road trip, and
the streak isthe A’slongest sincethey
wonl7inarowfromMay 5-25, 1931.

Zito (19-5) gave up onerunon four
hits in seven innings. His three
strikeouts gave him 154, leaving him
third in the AL, one behind Roger
Clemens.

When reliever Jason Grimsley —
the Royals' player representative —
entered the game in the top of the
eighth, the crowd booed him loudly.

Sedlacek (3-4) gave up six runson
seven hitsin thefirst inning, then got
things under control, allowing only
two hitsover the next fiveinnings.

Seven playersdroveinrunsfor the
A's. Every starter got a hit, with Eric
Chavezand Miguel Tejadagettingtwo.

Neifi Perez singledto center to break
uptheperfect gamewithoneoutinthe

sixth.

“You always know what’s going
on,” Zito said. “I wasn't pitching to
maintain some kind of no-hitter. | |eft
the ball up the middle and Perez hit it
up themiddle. It wasagood hit.”

The Royals loaded the bases after
that. But Mike Sweeney grounded out
to short to end the threat.

* NOTICE »

The Colby Clipper will be
closing on September
12th. A heartfelt “thank
you” to my wonderful pa-
trons the last seventeen
years.

Sue Kistler

/

Wewant your sportsnews
e-mail to
colbysports@nwkansas.com
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Unicel Retail Stores:

A Labor Day sale
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LABOR DAY WEEKEND
(FRIDAY — MONDAY)
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part of life here.

info or express phone delivery call:

1-800-GO-CELLULAR (462-3558) www.gottagetone.com
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18-month service
agreement required on
promotional offers.

UNICEL is a service of Rural Cellular Corporation.

Limited time offer. 18-month service agreement required. Promotion available to existing customers for a processing fee of $20. Customer must verify physical address within the Unicel Home Area to obtain service. Requires the

use of approved tri-mode digital equipment. Phones and accessories offered are available while in stock and while supplies last. Select phones apply. Double your anytime minutes on the Regional Advantage 600 for the life of your plan. Unlimited Night & Weekend minutes are avail-
able for use in the Unicel Home Area from 8pm to 6:59 am Monday — Thursday, and from Friday 8pm — Monday 6:59 am. Nationwide Toll-Free calling is available for use from the Unicel Home Area to the 48 continental United States. Unlimited Mobile to Mobile applies only to calls
made from one Unicel wireless customer to other Unicel wireless customers within the Unicel Home Area. 40¢/minute charge applies to all calls made in excess of included plan minutes and to all calls made outside of the Unicel Home Area. Actual coverage may vary depending on
topography, atmospheric conditions and/or customer equipment. Equipment pricing, equipment availability and promotions may vary at Authorized Agent locations. Landline surcharge, equipment maintenance and fraud prevention fees apply. Federal, state and local mandated taxes
apply. Other fees and charges may apply for roaming, interconnect and long distance. Other restrictions may apply. Subject to credit approval. Offer ends September 2, 2002. See store for details.



