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Why the gun?

To TheFreePress:

Thisletter isinresponseto thearticlein Wednesday’s, Aug.
28, paper by Patty Decker concerning the Umberger’sdog.

HisnamewasAussie. HewasanAustralian Shepherd. Hewas
almost eleven years old. He had been a devoted and loving
member of the Umberger family.

His owners had a six-foot high re-enforced fence, two dog
housesand accessto thegaragefor added shelter in caseof in-
clement weather. They had asked me to feed and water their
beloved “buddies” while they were out of town. How much
more responsible could they have been?

| was greeted each day with tailswagging, bodiesshaking. |
wasjumped onand licked everywhere. They barked their hap-
pinessat seeing me.

Who wasto know abad stormwoul d scare one of thesedogs
to climbthefence. Signsof muddy paw printswereall around
the home indicating Aussie wanted in the house where hefelt
the safest. Hishome. Hisright to protect.

Why wasagun thefirst and last resort?

Wherewas animal control?

What about pepper spray?

What about trying to call theUmberger’sson, heonly livesa
few milesaway?

Doesn’'t thelaw protect the Postal Service?They could have
left the mail and told the Umberger’swhy it had not been de-
livered. They would haveunderstood that. They would not have
been hurt by that.

Why wasagun thefirst and last resort?

Wasthedelivery of theUmberger’smail moreimportant than
their dog'slife?

By theway, intheelevenyearsof Aussie’slife, hehad never
bitanyone. Yes, dogscanand dobite. They protect their homes
and familieseven to thedeath. Inthiscase, it was death.

If someonehasto feel the need to place blame, then | should
be the oneto blame, not the Umberger’s. | had been asked by
responsi blepeoplethat loved A ussievery muchtocarefor him
and | guess since someone needsto blame, blame me.

| still haveto ask theonequestionthat continuesto haunt me:
Why wasthe gun thefirst and last resort?

SheryeElliott
Colby
(L etter #120)
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Ever wonder whereidio

A friend and colleague in the office shared some
i nteresting factswith methismorning about hygiene
and | thought it would be worthwhile passing the
information on.

Personally, | think storytelling isvital inany cul-
ture. Itiswhat allowspeopleto communicate, work
together and livetogether. Itiswhat formsthebasis
for communities.

Thisparticular group of storieshave been passed
down over time and are explanationsfor many dif-
ferentthings, suchasbathingandwhy Juneweddings
were so popular, along with afew other tidbits.

So, to start this off, remember the next timeyou
are washing your hands and complain because the
water temperature isn't just how you like it, think
about how things used to be.

Whether fact or myth, here’s the explanation,
which dates back to the 1500s. Most people got
married in June because they took their yearly bath
in May and still smelled pretty good by June. How-
ever, they were starting to smell so bridescarried a
bouquet of flowersto hidethebody odor. Hencethe
custom today, of carrying a bouquet when getting
married.

Baths consisted of abig tub filled with hot water.
The man of the house had the privilege of the nice
cleanwater, thenall theother sonsand men, thenthe
womenandfinally thechildren-last of al thebabies.
By thenthewater wassodirty youcouldactually lose
someone in it-hence the saying, “Don’t throw the
baby out with the bath water.”

Houseshadthatched roof s-thick straw-piled high,
with no wood underneath. It wasthe only placefor
animalsto get warm, so all the dogs, catsand other
small animals (mice, bugs) lived intheroof. When
it rained it became slippery and sometimesthe ani-
malswould dlip and fall off the roof-hencethe say-
ing“It'sraining catsand dogs.”

Patty Decker
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Therewasnothing to stop thingsfromfallinginto
the house. Thisposed areal problem inthe bedroom
wherebugsand other droppingscouldreally messup
your nice clean bed.

Hence, abed with big postsand asheet hung over
thetop aff orded someprotection. That’show canopy
beds cameinto existence.

Thefloorwasdirt. Only thewesal thy had something
other than dirt, Hence.... the saying “dirt poor.”

Thewealthy had datefloorsthat would get dlippery
inthewinter whenwet, sothey spread thresh (straw)
onthefloor to help keep their footing.

As the winter wore on, they kept adding more
thresh until when you opened the door it would all
start slipping outside. A piece of wood wasplacedin
the entranceway-hence, a“thresh hold.”

Inthoseolddays, they cookedinthekitchenwitha
big kettle that always hung over thefire. Every day
they lit thefire and added thingsto the pot.

They ate mostly vegetables and did not get much
meat. They would eat thestew for dinner, leaving | eft-
oversin the pot to get cold overnight and then start
over thenext day. Sometimesthe stew had foodin it
that had beentherefor quiteawhile-hencetherhyme,
“Peasporridgehot, peasporridgecol d, peasporridge
inthe pot ninedaysold.”

Sometimes they could obtain pork, which made
themfeel quitespecial. Whenvisitorscameover, they

mscomefrom?

would hang up their bacon to show off. It wasasign
of wealth that aman “ could bring homethe bacon.”
They would cut off alittle to share with guests anc
would al sit around and “ chew thefat.”

Those with money had plates made of pewter.
Foodwith high acid content caused someof thelead
to leach onto the food, causing lead poisoning anc
death. This happened most often with tomatoes, s
for the next 400 years or so, tomatoes were consid-
ered poisonous.

Bread was divided according to status. Workers
got the burnt bottom of the loaf, the family got the
middle, and guestsgot thetop, or “ upper crust.”

Lead cupswere used to drink ale or whisky. The
combinationwoul d sometimesknock themout for
coupleof days.

Someonewal kinga ongtheroad wouldtakethem
for dead and preparethemfor burial. They werelaic
out on the kitchen tablefor acouple of daysand the
family would gather around and eat and drink anc
wait and seeif they would wake up - hencethe cus-
tom of holding a“wake.”

Englandisoldand small andthelocal folksstarted
running out of placesto bury people. Sothey would
dig up coffinsand would take the bonesto a*“ bone-
house” and reuse the grave. When reopening these
coffins, 1 out of 25 coffinswerefoundto havescratch
markson theinside and they realized they had been
burying peoplealive.

Sothey thought they woul dtieastringonthewrist
of thecorpse, leadit throughthecoffinand upthrough
theground andtieit to abell. Someonewould have
tosit out in the graveyard all night (“the graveyarc
shift”) tolisten for the bell; thus, someone could be
“saved by thebell” orwasconsidereda“ deadringer.”
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Decker is editor of the Free Press. Her column

appearson Thursdays.

Threewomen, Ashcroft, death

Every day peoplewith horribleillnessesjump out
of tall buildings, swallow medi cationsthat may not
work or shoot themselves. If they’ relucky, they get
help sothey don't haveto dieviolently and alone.

Three women have provided this help and have
beenjailedfortheir efforts. All areover 60, nonehave
acriminal record; all arein different stages of their
legal ordeal.

DonnaTrautman, 60, wasthe caregiver for adeaf
and mute 66-year-old man dying of metastasized
prostate cancer. She bathed, fed and medicated him
—for friendship, not for pay. Hewasin severepain,
despite huge doses of morphine. Hetearfully wrote
her anoteasking for her helpto dieand shetearfully
said no. But, later that night she put apillow over his
face and he stopped breathing.

She turned herself in and will be in aWisconsin
prison for two years.

Carol Carr, 63, shot her two sons, 42 and 41, who
had Huntington’s Disease, afatal, degenerative ge-
netic disorder that diminishes avictim’s ability to
talk, walk, reason or care for themselves. Her hus-

Faye Girsh
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bandhaditand, in 1995, shot himself. When her sons
developedthediseaseshecaredfor them, butin Janu-
ary, she had to put theminanursinghome. Watching
them loseall dignity, she shot them to death.

Shehasbeen charged with murder inarural Geor-
giatown.

Evelyn Martens, 71, grandmother of six, was ar-
restedinJuly for “ aiding and abetting” and“ counsel -
ing” thesuicidesof two different women. Sheworks
withtheRight to DieNetwork of Canadawhich pro-
vides information and resources to desperately ill
people whose diseases are so bad that dying is pref-

erabletoliving. Sheisout on bail.

Hopefully her case will clarify what exactly is
wrongwith counseling peoplewhowant to diepeace-
fully and aiding them to have agentle death.

MeanwhileAttorney General JohnAshcroftispur-
suing hisban onthe Oregon Death with Dignity law
by appealing the decision of the Oregon District
Court that said hewas out of bounds.

Until there are morelawslikethe onein Oregon,
wewill bearresting mothers, caregiversand others
of good will who cannot bear to see people being
forced to livewhen they beg for an end to their suf-
fering.

*kkk*k

FayeGirshispresident of theDenver-based Hem:
lock Society. Founded in 1980, it is the oldest and
largestright-to-dieorganizationintheUnited Sates.
Heml ockhasmorethan 27,000 member sinchapter s
acrossthe country. Contact www.hemlock.org. The
viewsexpressed arethoseof thewriter, not necessar-
ily those of the Colby Free Press. Feedback to
td@nwkansas.com.

About those letters . ..

The Free Press encourages and wel comes | ettersfrom readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and should include atele-
phone number and an address. These are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your address and tel ephone number
to appear with your letter, please ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include anotewith your letter. Mostimportantly, al letters
must include asignature. Unsigned | etters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservethe
right to reject | etters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered offensive or libel ous. You can expect your |etter to appear in print
within 24-48 hours of receipt. Lettersto the Free Pressallow readersto become engaged in public debate on topicsthey deem important.
Please consider sharing your thoughtswith the family of Colby Free Pressreaders. Thank you.

,(H

P —
N 710 7801 You amy e A / A
THIS INVAGION THING 1T FIVE TMES AN | K
MAKES VE QUEASY — I PICKED UP ON
EVER FEE "BLACK SOMETHING FRET-
HAWK DOUN*2 7Y REVEALING | I
Doonesbury d g

® Gary Trudeau

SOMETIMES
aAR GG
GET KILLER

www.doonesbury.com




