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Colby picked as site for gubernatorial debate

By TOM (TD) DREILING

lican Tim Shallenburger

Free Press Publisher

Thanks to Colby Community College, the
Dr. Max Pickerill Lecture Series and Tom
M oorhous and committee memberswho pull
the strings that put thingsinto play for the se-
ries, the two major gubernatorial candidates
will hold one of their five debatesin Colby in

thefall.

The Colby Free Presslearned thismorning

will debatetheissueslead-
inguptotheNov.5general
electionin Colby on Sun-
day, Oct. 6.

The debate will be part
of the Pickerill Lecture
Series, which, over the
yearshasbeenresponsible
for bringing many no-
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sas. Debbie Schwanke,
who directs public rela-
tions at the college, said
today that the gubernato-
= 41 rial debateherehasbeenin
| o, 1| theworksfor awhileand
o credited the hard work of

J Moorhous and his team
withbringingittorealiza-
tion. She also indicated

tiesinvolved.
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By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Members of the Colby commu-
nity healthcare team recently wel-
comed anew physician assistant.

Matt Hutchins, a Salina native,
accepted the position this month
and isemployed at Colby Medical
and Surgical Center after beinghere
onastudent rotationlast October, he
said.

A graduate of WichitaState Uni-
versity with a bachelor of science
degree in the physician assistant
field, Hutchins said it was because
of thecaliber of medical profession-
als he met during hisrotation in
Colby that hedecided thiswouldbe

agood placeto locate his practice.

“I enjoyed working last October
with (the late) Dr. Jeff Jennings and
Brian Unruh, who is also a physician
assistant,” hesaid.

It was during the next few months,
following hisrotation in Colby, that
Hutchins said hewas offered aphysi-
cian assistant position at theclinic.

Hesaid heliked thecommunity and
both heand hiswife, Brandee, are ex-
cited about being here.

Hutchinssaid hewill beresponsible
for awiderange of patient careinthe
areaof family medicinetoincludeob-
stetrics, clinic work and emergency
room. As a physician assistant,
Hutchins will work closely with Dr.

Matt Hutchins, right, and Brian Unruh, both physician assistants at Colby Medical and Surgical Center, reviewed patient files recently

New physician assistant joins Colby clinic

LaDonnaRegier at theclinic.

Hutchins said he also completed a
preceptorship in Salina and has had
training and experiencein many areas
to include Cesarean sections, various
types of lacerations, suturing, splint-
ing, casting and other trauma situa-
tions.

“Wearevery gladthat Mattishere,”
said Dr. Victor Hildyard, one of the
threephysiciansat theclinic. “Hewill
beaval uableasset to our medical com-
munity.” Asanew physician assistant,
Hutchins said he is just beginning to
establish apracticeandlooksforward
to meeting people and working with
other providersinthearea.

Although Hutchinswas offered po-
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sitionsinhishometown of Salina, he
said he chose Colby based on hisro-
tation experienceandthegoodthings
hesaw firsthand and what othershad
to say about the community.

“1 haveheardfrom somany people
here and around the area that Colby
isagreat placetolive,” hesaid, “and
everyone | talked with speaks great
things about this community.”

Hutchins and his wife, Brandee,
have a 10-month-old baby girl,
Ainsley. Hesaid hiswifeiscurrently
a stay-at-home mom, but prior to
their first child, sheworked with the
mentally challenged in Salina.

For questions or an appointment
with Hutchins, call 462-3332.

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Wednesdays high, 81

Low thismorning, 62

Year ago today, 91 and 58

Temperature at 11:30 a.m. to-
day, 79

Colby’s24-hour rainfall, 0.00

Oakley’'s24-hourrainfall,.0.00

Soil tempatthe4-inchdepth, 77

Records for Aug. 29, 102 in
1947 and 41in 1976

Theforecast

Today’s high should reach the
mid-80 with breezy conditions.
Tonight, a 60 percent chance for
showers or thunderstorms, some
couldbesevere, lowsinthelower
60s, south winds 10-20 mph. Fri-
day, partly sunny, a 30 percent
chance for showers or thunder-
storms, highs in the lower 90s,
southwindsup to 15 mph. Friday
night, clear, lowsin the lowers
60s. Saturday, sunny, highsinthe
mid-90s.(Temperatures and pre-
cipitation arefromthe Northwest
Research-Extension Center, un-
less otherwise noted. Forecast is
from the National Weather Ser-
vice.)

Colby Water Usage

* Aug. 28 = 1.344 million gal-
lons

Levelsof Concern

Watch Level 3.5 million gal-
lons

WarningLevel 4.0milliongal-
lons

Emergency Level 4.5 million
galons

(Three consecutive days)

Votersareinvolvedwith site, dateandtimeis-
suesfor thisand therest of the debates.
TheAssociated Presssaid today that thetwo
campaigns expect to announce on Friday the
specifics as to time and site in the communi-

In addition to Colby, other debates will be
held at the following locations:

— Sept. 7: Kansas State Fair, Hutchinson.

— Sept. 16: WichitaRotary Club.

— Oct. 6: Colby Community College.

— Oct. 8: Several suburban Kansas City
chambers of commerce.

— Oct. 22: WIBW television, Topeka.

Sebeliushad ho oppositionintheAug. 6 pri-
mary, while Shallenburger topped both Senate

President David Kerr and WichitaMayor Bob

Knight to win the Republican nod.
Sebeliusis currently state insurance com-
missioner and Shallenburger isstatetreasurer.
Thedebatein Colby isexpected to attract
large crowd from awide area.

Shallenburger not
worried about
lack of endorsement

TOPEKA (AP) — Republican Tim
Shallenburger said Wednesday that
he'snot worried that hisgubernatorial
campaign doesn’t have GOP incum-
bent Bill Graves' endorsement.

Graves, amoderate, has refused to
say whether he’'ll endorse
Shallenburger, aconservative, after he
wontheAug. 6 primary.

The two men haven't met face-to-
facesincetheprimary. Gravesskipped
aGOP “unity” breakfast the morning
after the election.

“Wehaveour campaigntorun. He's
got astateto run,” Shallenburger told
reporters. “I’'msurethat we' Il havean
opportunity over the next few daysto
talk tohim.”

Meanwhile, Shallenburger and
Democratic rival Kathleen Sebelius
had different responses about a new
State Board of Education member’s
proposal that the state stop educating
the children of illegal immigrants.

Sebelius supports such education,
her campaign said.

Shallenburger responded, “ Ask me
inaweek. | haveto think about it.”

Graves' slowness in announcing
whether hewill endorse Shallenburger
isnotabl e because other moderate Re-
publicanshavedeclaredtheir support,
including U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts and
U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran.

Robertscalled againWednesday for
party unity and said hewill try to cam-
paign for the entire GOP ticket.

“There's an overall, overarching
goal that Republicansmust think if we
areto bethe party of governance, and
thatisthat wehavetobeunited,” Rob-
ertssaid.

Still, Roberts refused to chastise
Graves.

“1 think he'll assess that down the
road,” Robertssaid. “1’ msurethegov-

ernor is fully capable of making his
statement to that wholeissue.”

But not all moderatesarewillingto
endorse Shallenburger.

Lt. Gov. Gary Sherrer said hewon't
unless Shallenburger reversesaprom-
isenottoincreasetaxesand pledgesto
support education, evenif itrequirese
tax increase.

Shallenburger said: “ That’shisbusi-
ness. We' renot goingtotell somebody
we'regoing to raisetaxesfor their en-
dorsement.”

Asfor Graves, Shallenburger first
said, “Our planisto win the election,
whether we get endorsements from
anybody or not.”

But later, he added: “We think the
governor’simportant. Hehasbeenthe
standard bearer for theparty for thelast
eight years. Hehasbeenthegovernor,
and wewould hopethat hewoul d sup-
port us but we can’t push him.”

Reporters asked Shallenburger
about educating thechildren of illegal
immigrants. It was a key issue for
Connie Morris, a St. Francis teacher
who defeated Board Chairman Sonny
Rundell intheRepublican primary and
facesno oppositionintheNov. 5 gen-
eral election.

Morris said the cost of educating
those children is draining the state's
resources and suggested that it
amountsto theft.

“1 didn’t know that was part of her
platform,” Shallenburger said. “I’ve
never even thought about it.”

Sebelius spokeswoman Nicole
Corcoran-Basso noted the U.S. Su-
preme Court made it clear in a 1982
decisionthat suchamoveisbannedin
the United States.

“We have an obligation to educate
every child living in Kansas,”
Corcoran-Basso said.

WorldCom criminal investigation gaining momentum

NEW Y ORK (AP) — Thecriminal
probe of the WorldCom accounting
scandal appearstobepicking upsteam.

Prosecutorsindicted two executives
Wednesday, including former chief fi-
nancial officer Scott Sullivan, and sig-
nal ed that three other executiveswere
preparedto plead guilty and cooperate
with investigators.

Their anticipated cooperation could
increase the pressure on Sullivan to
strike a deal and tell what he knows
about his boss, former CEO Bernard
Ebbers.

Thedevel opmentsrepresent amajor
step forward in the investigation of
WorldCom, the long-distance giant
that filed for thebiggest bankruptcy in
U.S. history this summer after ques-

tionabl eaccounting practiceswerere-
vealed.

WorldComwasthelargest company
totumbleinto bankruptcy inthewake
of thecollapseat Enron Corp. Investi-
gatorslooking into the Enron debacle
have also made headway in recent
weeks.

In a seven-count indictment filed
Wednesday infederal courtinManhat-
tan, Sullivan was accused of oversee-
ing along-running conspiracy to hide
operating expenses in order to boost
WorldCom'searnings.

The indictment also named a new
defendant, Buford Yates Jr.,
WorldCom'’s former director of gen-
eral accounting, inthealleged scheme.

Ebbers’ lawyershavesaidhehad no

knowledgeof theallegedly fraudul ent
accounting decisionsthat allowed the
company to falsely report billions of
dollarsin nonexistent earnings. His
namewasnot mentionedintheindict-
ment.

As the indictment was unsealed,
U.S. Attorney James Comey filed pa-
pers showing that former Controller
David Myers and former accounting
executives Betty Vinson and Troy
Normand are preparing to waivetheir
right to beindicted by agrand jury.

They couldinstead cometo court to
answer acriminal information, used by
suspects who plead guilty under an
agreement withauthorities. Myerswas
charged in an earlier criminal com-
plaint and Vinson and Normand have

been named unindicted co-conspira-
tors.

Sullivan allegedly instructed the
executives to hide WorldCom’s in-
creasing expenses, allowing the com-
pany to inflateits earnings.

“Sullivan, Yates, and their co-con-
spirators were able to assure that
WorldCom'’s reported earnings ex-
ceeded its actual earnings for the pe-
riod from October 2000 through A pril
2002 by approximately $5billion,” the
indictment said. “ AsSullivan, Myers,
Yates, Vinson, and Normand well
knew, therewasnojustificationinfact
or under generally accepted account-
ing principlesfor these entries.”

Marvin Smilon, aspokesmanfor the
U.S. attorney, declined to say whether

Myers, Vinsonand Normand arecoop-
erating with prosecutors.

Yates lawyer, David Schertler, said:
“Weweresomewhat surprisedwiththe
indictment today. Without looking at
it closely we'renot really prepared to
comment.”

Sullivan’sattorney, Irv Nathan, has
said hisclient wasavictim of “arush
tojudgment.”

Callstoother defenseattorneyswere
not immediately returned.

WorldCom, which owns MCI, the
nation’s second-largest long-distance
company, filed for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy July 21 after disclosing the ac-
counting abuses. It was the biggest
suchfilinginU.S. history. Sincethen,
the company has disclosed an addi-
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Youth activity in September

The Community Awareness Team is sponsoring a “ Coffee
HouseNight” intheCity Limitsconferenceroom, Saturday, Sept.
14,from8to 11 p.m. Theactivity will featurean open microphone

foryouthto sharepoetry, musicor other talents, and refreshments

will beserved. Theeventisfreeand opentoall students. For ques-
tions or information, call Janet Worthy, coordinator, 462-8152.

No newspaper on Monday
The Colby Free Presswill not publish anewspaper and the of -

ficewill beclosed onMonday, Sept. 2inobservanceof Labor Day.

Normal business hourswill resume on Tuesday from8a.m. to 6

p.m.

Commissioners to meet Friday

TheThomas County Commissionerswill meet Friday at 9a.m.
inthecourthousefor their end of themonth meeting. Ontheagenda

areMolly Oliver to discussthe Red Cross; Duane Cheney to do
anoverview of theRC& D statemeeting; and Kathi Wright, EMS
Director, Joe Mildrexler and Gary Winter, Colby Community
College, to proposeand EMT training class.

Landfill to close for holiday

TheThomasCounty Landfill will beclosed on Sunday, Sept. 1
and Monday, Sept. 2 in observance of Labor Day. Regular hours
will resume on Tuesday. For information or questions, contact
Larry Jumper at 462-8139.

EMT recruiting meeting tonight

The Thomas County Emergency Medical Serviceswill have
aninformational meeting tonight beginningat 7 p.m. for the pur-
pose of recruiting interested people in becoming emergency
medi cal technicians. Everyoneisinvitedtoattend. For questions
or information, call Kathi Wright, director, at 462-4585.

Actors sought for fall production

TheColby Community Collegedramadepartment will becon-
ducting auditions for the fall production of Scapino! by Frank

Dunlop and Jim Dale on Wednesday and Thursday, Sept. 4-5.
Auditionswill begin at 7 p.m. inthe Cultural Arts Center on the
Colby College campus. The auditions are open to students and

the community, said Walter Yuhre, drama instructor, and will
consist of reading from the script. “ Actors who have prepared
monologuesareinvitedto performtheir audition pieces,” hesaid.

Theplay will featurerolesfor both men and women between the
agesof 18to 65with performancedatesof Nov. 7,8and 9. Those
selected fromtheauditionwill beginrehearsing on Tuesday, Sept.

17. For questions or information, call Yuhre at 462-4783.

Democrats meet tonight

TheThomasCounty Democratic Central Committeewill meet
tonight at 7:30 p.m. in the Thomas County Office Complex.
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