PRESS

Tuesday

September 3,2002

o0¢

Volume 113, Number 172
Serving Thomas County since 1888

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

Rexford was the place to be this
past weekend as they hosted the
“blast from the past” millennium
alumni celebration..

Kathi Hapke, president of the
alumni committee, said they had a
goodturnout. “ Wewould haveliked
to have seen more peoplecomeout,
but all that wewanted todo, wedid,”
said Hapke.

The weekend started on Friday
night with the soap scrimmage and
tailgate party at thefootball field.

Saturday morning a parade was
held on Main Street. Hapke esti-
mated more than 30 parade entries
participated.

“We appreciate al of the out-of-
town peoplewho sharedinour day,”
shesaid. Shesaidmany of theparade
participants and observers came
from Colby and other locationsin

ABOVE: Kathi Hapke and John Scott’s dog, Tico, walked along the

people who came to watch. BELOW: The family of Enda Colson par-
ticipated in the alumni parade in their own unique way. Four genera-

Rexford alumni have fun event

thearea.

After theparade, many peopl espent
the afternoon at the City Park to enjoy
entertainment. Singing was provided
by the McL emores, Root 36, Shawna
Eberleand L eonard Hopper.

Along with the singing, the sopho-
more class from Golden Plains High
School sponsored a dunking booth,
while the freshman classtook care of
the blow-up rides from Mile High
Jumpers.

Hapke said the blow-up rideswere
completely paid for from drug seizure
money from the Thomas County
Sheriff’s Department.

TheAlumni Barbecuewasfollowed
by a business meeting in which plans
were started on the 2004 Alumni Cel-
ebration.

TheGoldenPlainsreunionsareusu-
aly held every threeyears, but it was
decided during the meeting to now
hold them every two years. The same
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tions were represented throughout the parade driving John Deere trac-
parade route on Saturday morning handing out candy to the many tors _along the route. Shown above is Grace Co_Ison Kauk drlvmg and
waving to the crowd with her granddaughter Linnsey Elling. Linnsey
is the daughter of James and Shauna Elling.

committeewasel ected to put together
the 2004 events.

Hapkewill remain president, while
the other officers are Terry Preston,
vice-president; Carol Jones, secretary;
and Dan Spresser, treasurer.

A beer gardenand street danceended
the Saturday festivities.

OnSunday, theRexford Community
Church held it's services in the City
Park.

“We had areally good turnout for
that,” said Hapke.

Thejunior classsponsoredavolley-
ball tournament in the afternoon in
whichthey had four teamsparticipate.
The Wizards, ateam comprised of
Leroy Spresser, Austin Spresser, Tyler
Richardson, Michelle Juenemann,
Shawna Peterson and LisaBice, took
homethefirst place prize.

Hapkesaidthey werereally pleased
withtheweekend and areanxioustodo
it againin 2004.

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Monday’shigh, 88

Low thismorning, 58

Year ago today, 90 and 57

Temperature at 10:45 a.m. to-
day, 74

Colby’s August rainfall total,
4.17

Soil temp at the4-inchdepth, 75

Recordsfor Sept. 3,105in1947
and 32in 1974

Theforecast

Today’s high was expected to
reach the lower 90s. Tonight,
partly cloudy, lows middle 60s,
slight chance for thunderstorms,
southwinds15-25, gustingtonear
35 mph. Wednesday, sunny and
breezy, highs in the lower 90s,
south winds 15-25, gusting to 35.
Wednesday night, clear, lowsin
the lower 60s. Thursday, sunny,
highs in the lower
90s.(Temperaturesand precipita-
tion are from the Northwest Re-
search-Extension Center, unless
otherwise noted. Forecast isfrom
the National Weather Service.)

Colby Water Usage

* (not available)

Levelsof Concern

Watch Level 3.5milliongallons

WarningLevel 4.0milliongal-
lons

Emergency Level 4.5 million
galons

(Three consecutive days)

Rooftop party,
manhunt keep
lawmen on the go

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

The Colby Police Department and
ThomasCounty Sheriff’sofficestayed
busy during the Labor Day weekend
when law enforcement officials were
involved in arooftop party complaint
on Saturday that resulted in aman be-
ingarrestedfor battery, andaroll-over
accident and amanhunt on Sunday.

Intherooftopincident that occurred
just after midnight on Saturday, said
Gary Shull, Colby Police Department
investigator, officers received a call
complaining about the party at 145 E.
5th St

Whenpolicearrived, Shull said, they
saw aman, Isaiah Ray Sattler, 20, of
Goodland, going downthefireescape
ladder from the roof on the outside of
the building.

According to the report, Sattler
failed to stop when the police officer
ordered him to do so, and instead the
manwent intothesecond story hallway
and ran through the building.

“ Ashewasfleeingdowntheinterior
stairs, asecond officer that was at the
bottom of the stairs ordered him to
stop,” Shull said. “Inresponse, Sattler
paused, then ran at the officer, jumped
thelast few stepsandintotheofficer,”
hesaid.

Although the officer was knocked
backwards to the floor, a struggle en-
sued, but Sattler got away when his
shirt ripped from the officers grasp,
Shull said.

A third officer saw Sattler running
near 5thand Lincoln Streetsafew min-

uteslater and with the help of the K-9
unit found the man at about 1:53 a.m.
inthe 300 block of N. Lincoln.

Sattler wasarrested and bookedintc
jail for battery on alaw enforcement
officer, use of forcein resisting arrest
and obstructing the official duty of &
policeofficer.

Inaddition, if therewasany damage
to the roof, Shull said, the man could
face charges of criminal trespass anc
criminal damageto property.

Hecould alsofacechargesof crimi-
nal damageto property withrespectto
tearing the clothing of a uniformed
officer.

In the second incident involving &
rollover accident five miles north of
Colby at 5:53 a.m., Sunday, a Colby
police officer and officials with the
ThomasCounty Sheriff’sDepartment
respondedtothescenetodiscoverfive
people, with one of those who appar-
ently wandered away fromthemishap.

“Many on-duty and off-duty offic-
ersassistedinthesearchfor theman,”
Shull said.

Later in the evening, Thomas
County law enforcement officersagain
were called to the area south and east
of the Interstate 70 rest area between
Colby and Levant in response to &
manhunt.

The deputies involved in the roll-
over accident and manhunt were not
available for details today, said offi-
cialsat thelaw enforcement center.

However, more information will
appear in Wednesday's edition on
thosetwo incidents.

Pet shop shut down

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

TheKansasAnimal Health Depart-
ment was in Colby recently to shut
down ExoticPetland, anew downtown
business, because of sanitation prob-
lems and failure on the part of owner
Dustin Baker to obtain alicense from
the stateto keep and sell animals.

“Wegave Mr. Baker several oppor-
tunities to obtain a license,” said
Debbie Duncan, spokesperson for the
department. “We also had concerns
about thehealth, safety, and welfareof
theanimals.”

Twovansfromthedepartment were
used to haul away dozens of animals,
including puppies, snakes, birds, small
mammals, reptilesand fish. Baker was
allowed to keep his personal pets.

Several sick puppies were taken to
the veterinarian by Baker.

Baker, in aconsent agreement with
the state, will not be allowed to sell or
breed any animals for the next two
years, and will also not acquire any
new animals for the same period of
time, and must submit to periodic in-
spectionsby the KHAD.

He could have been fined up to
$1,000for not having alicensefor the
fiscal year that ended June 30, and an-
other $1,000 for not having alicense
for the fiscal year that began July 1,
said Duncan. If Baker violates any of
thetermsof the consent agreement, he
will befined upto$1,000 per violation,
shesaid.

Baker may re-apply for alicenseaf-
ter the two-year period has passed.

St. Francis candidate’s proposal sparks hot debate across state

TOPEKA (AP) — Superintendent
Milt Pippenger knowssomeof thechil-
dreninhisGarden City school district
are the children of illegal or undocu-
mented immigrants.

If one StateBoard of Education can-
didategot her wishthat wouldn’t bethe
case, even though a 20-year-old U.S.
Supreme Court ruling prohibitspublic
schools from denying immigrant stu-
dents accessto apublic education.

Connie Morris of St. Francis pro-

poses barring the children of illegal
immigrants from attending public
schools, saying the cost of educating
themwasdraining away statetax dol-
lars. The Republican candidate hasno
Democratic challenger in the general
election.

Morris, ateacher, has said she’s
awareof thecourt rulingonthesubject.

“We'll crossthat bridgewhenweget
toit,” shesaid.

Differing responsesto the proposal

came from candidates in the
governor’srace.

Republican Tim Shallenburger said,
“Ask mein aweek. | have to think
about it.”

Democrat Kathleen Sebelius be-
lieves Kansas should provide an edu-
cation to undocumented immigrant
children.

“We have an obligation to educate
every child livingin Kansas, period,”
said Sebelius spokeswoman Nicole

Corcoran-Basso.

School officials like Pippenger are
caught in the middle of the debate.
Morethanhalf of his7,900 studentsare
Hispanic, with other students from
southeast Asia, Africaand Europe.

Many of thefamilieswereattracted
to high-paying jobs at the ConAgra
meat packing plant in Garden City.
They stayed in the southwest Kansas
townevenafter theplant wasdestroyed
inaDecember 2000 fire.

Pippenger said he would continue
teaching the children of illegal immi-
grants, even if federal law didn't re-
quireit.

“From amoral standpoint, | owe it
toeducateevery youngster livinginmy
district,” hesaid. “ They have no con-
trol over what their circumstancesare.”

He's backed by people like Joseph
Berra, an attorney with the Mexican-
American Legal Defense and Educa-
tional Fund in San Antonio.

s B riefly es————_—_———————

Youth activity in September

The Community Awareness Team is sponsoring a “ Coffee
HouseNight” intheCity Limitsconferenceroom, Saturday, Sept.
14,from8to 11 p.m. Theactivity will featurean open microphone
for youthto sharepoetry, musicor other talents, and refreshments
will beserved. Theeventisfreeand opentoall students. For ques-
tions or information, call Janet Worthy, coordinator, 462-8152.

No school board meeting tonight

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the regular meeting of the
Colby School Board, schedul edfor tonight, hasbeen cancel edand
will not berescheduled. Thenext regularly scheduled meetingis
Sept. 16 at 7 p.m. at the Administration building, 210 S. Range
Avenue.

Flea market sponsors needed

TheRexford Pride Organizationissponsoringitslast Farmers/
Flea Market of the years on Saturday, Sept. 7, from 8 am. to 2
p.m. Booth costsare $10 per space and anyoneinterested in par-
ticipating as a vendor or needing information, call call Evelyn
Johnson, (785) 687-3925.

Actors sought for fall production

TheColby Community Collegedramadepartment will becon-
ducting auditions for the fall production of Scapino! by Frank
Dunlop and Jim Dale on Wednesday and Thursday, Sept. 4-5.
Auditionswill begin at 7 p.m. inthe Cultural Arts Center onthe
Colby College campus. The auditions are open to students and
the community, said Walter Yuhre, drama instructor, and will
consist of reading from the script. “ Actors who have prepared
monologuesareinvitedto performtheir auditionpieces,” hesaid.
Theplay will featurerolesfor both men and women between the
ages of 18 to 65 with performance dates of Nov. 7, 8 and 9.For
questionsor information, call Yuhre at 462-4783.

Fall festival planned Saturday

Everyoneisinvited to take part in the Colby/Thomas County
Chamber of Commerce event, “ Celebration on the High Plains
Fall Festival,” scheduledtobeginat 10a.m., Saturday, Sept. 7, at
Southwind Plazain Colby. Ticketsfor evening concertsareavail -
ableat Farmersand MerchantsBank, KQLS/KXX X, Donelan’s
Jewelry, First National Bank, Colby/Thomas County Chamber
of Commerce, Farmers State Bank of Oakley, Southwind Plaza
and Dave'sHis Shop.

Crafters needed for fall event

Plansfor the annual Colby Girl Scout Craft Sale are now un-
derway, said Jan Barnum, coordinator. Asinyear’spast, Barnum
said craftersare needed for the event, which will be held on Sat-
urday, Oct. 12, from 9 am. to 3 p.m. in the Colby Community
Colby. For questionsor information onhow toarrangefor abooth
at the' Craft-a-Ganza,” call her at 462-6503.

MOSQUI'[O Spraying continues

City of Colby crewsarecontinuingto spray for mosquitoesfor
theremainder of the summer. Anyonewho would liketo be noti-
fied when crewswill beintheir areacan call Jo Strange, execu-
tive secretary to the city manager, at 462-4410. In addition, the
city isurging residentsto check their yards and empty anything
thatisholding stagnant water, such ascans, swimming pool s, tires,
etc., to keep the mosquito population to aminimum.

Landfill hours revisited

The Thomas County Landfill is open for their summer hours
Monday through Friday from 9 am. to 6 p.m., Saturday from 9
am. to 4 p.m., and on Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m. For information
about the landfill or charges contact Larry Jumper at 462-8139.
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