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Our little survey
IS really taking off

We' vegot thislittleunsci entific survey going onamongst our
readersand it ispicking up steam. It started aweek ago when
we asked the question on this page, “ Should weinvade lraq?’
We then solicited your response — YES or NO, and alowed
you to add acomment if you so desired.

Weal so saidyou cantakepartinthissurvey asananonymous
respondent, or if you wanted usto useyour namewewould do
so. No strings attacked. People apparently likethe* no strings
attached” idea.

We are doing thisto ascertain how wefolksout hereinreal
Rural Americafeel about thishot-buttontopic. Wedidn’' t know
what to expect. But as of this morning, 17 readers have re-
sponded— by telephone, email or regular mail. Somealsogave
commentsand permissionto usetheir name, acoupleof others
added commentsand asked that wedidn'’t usetheir name, afew
otherswent the total anonymous route— and that’sfine.

You can call usat 462-3963 during businesshours(8a.m.to
6 p.m., Monday through Friday), 462-7882 after hours, email
td@nwkansas.com, or reply by regular mail to Colby Free
Press, 155 W. 5th, Colby, Kan. 67701.

Thenational pollswereheavily infavor of invading Iragand
overthrowing Saddam Hussein at the outset. However, this
week, thefavorable percent dropped from 65 to 53 percent as
the public and Congress became moreinvolved in the debate.

President Bush said he will go before the people to explain
his proposed action and will also go before Congress to seek
approval, although there is a side debate being waged on
whether he needs the approval of Congress or not. Some say
he does need that approval, others say he does not.

At the outset of our own little poll we would have guessed
majority support for the president’s planned action. How sur-
prised and wrong we were. The results to date will appear in
Friday’s“My Turn” column. Thereis no cutoff date for this
ongoing poll and wewould encourageall of you to makeyour
opinionsknown onthisvital issue by contacting our two sena-
torsand congressman. They need to hear from you.

Pleasetakepartinour survey. Andremember if you shareyour
namewith usand ask that we not useit, it won’t be used.

Thanks to those of you who have taken part, and thanksin
advanceto those of youwhowill. —Tom (TD) Dreiling, Pub-
lisher

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Build-
ing, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774
pat_roberts@roberts.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521
www.senate.gov/-brownback/email.html
U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715.
jerry.moran@mail.house.gov
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Collectorslivean interestinglife

Whenever | visit our local museum, whether it's
to research material for an article or to let readers
know what new exhibit has opened, inevitably it
turnsinto atrip down memory lane.

Where €l se can people go these days and reac-
quaint themselveswith so many treasuresfrom the
past?

Infact, therearen’t very many placeswherewecan
rekindle some of the happiest timesin our lives. It
canbegreat therapy insl owingdownthisfast-paced
world of ours.

Sometimes it amazes me what types of things
peopl ecollect. Thingsthat rangefrombeing oddand
uniqueto downright ugly.

For example, why would anyone want to save a
giant hairball from acow? There was an interest,
though, and now this pricelessgemisat the Finney
County Historical Society. Asthe story goes, an
employee in a processing plant discovered the
hairball intheearly 1990s, whichmeasured 37inches
in diameter and weighed 55 pounds and thanks to
national publicity hasbeen attracting travel ersever
since.

When asked why thehairbal | waskept, theanswer
seemed to be that people have a fascination with
oddities.

Personally, | prefer the more traditional types of
collectibles, such asdolls, glass, ceramics, crystal,
clothing, toys, and such.

Whileexploring the subject of collections, | read
with interest that many people find it to be like an
addiction.

For oneman, hesaid heloved ugly thingsand the
uglier theitemsthebetter. Of course, heconsidered
sock monkeystobeugly and | think they arekind of
adorable. Although some of his other collections
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included genielamps, flamingoand panther paintings
— and with those| would agree, they areugly.

Sadly, I’ venever been much of acollector myself,
sol findit personally enjoyabletovisit placeslikethe
museum, antique shopsor touring homeswhere oth-
ershaveputforthalot of effortand prideintheir col-
lections.

Both of my brothers have been avid collectors of
variousthings, soit sureisn’t aflaw in my upbring-
ing that | am not a collector of sorts. Of course, I'm
sureit’snever too late to get started on something.

My oldest brother loves collecting antique furni-
ture, books, games and more, which makesit funto
shop for Christmasgifts, birthday presents, etc.

My other brother lovescollecting old movies, pho-
tographs, booksand toysfrom hischildhood eraand
hiswifelikesthelittle“ Toby” mugs. She must have
morethan 100 of them and eachisplacedlovingly in
acurio cabinet for gueststo seetheminutethey walk
into her living room.

Whilesomecollectorsusestoresand catal oguesto
find their collectibles, there arestill othersthat liter-
aly gooutandfindtheir collectionsfor thebetterment
of aspecifictopic.

HereinKansas, asdlf-trained naturalist, Nathaniel
Stickney Goss, would escapefromhisurbanlifeand

seek out birdsfrom around theworld. According to
theinformation| found, hewoul d then document anc
collect these birdsfor later use by the public.

Collecting canal sodevel opfriendships. Thereare
so many timesthat | have visited with my brothers
orfriendsandthey talk about their rel ati onshipswith
other peopleinantiqueshopsand collector’ sshows.

And for those who might be skeptics, collections
areawonderful thingto passdowntoour childrenor
places like the Prairie Museum of Art and History,
which was exactly what happened when the Kuske
family donated thousands and thousands of pieces
years ago.

Collectionsare something that can preservetime.
| admirethosewhoenjoy exploring new placesinthe
nameof collectingand | believethey arehappier for
thosetypes of exploits.

Maybesomeday, | will try it myself. | doubtitwill
be thisweek, but at least | am thinking about what
might beafun object or item to start with. Any sug-
gestions?

Itsurewon't befreaky relicsor other weird things
like the hairball collector, though. It also won't be
potato chips, whichwassomething | remember see-
ing many years ago on Johnny Carson. If memory
serves, oneof Carson’sguestsworkedinapotato chip
factory and was in charge of inspecting the faulty
chips. Unbelievably, the man had started collecting
chipsthat looked like famous people. No joke! He
had hundreds of these potato chipsthat looked like
various movie stars, presidents, etc.

Now that’s an odd collection, but I’'m sure there
areeven stranger onesthan that.

Decker is editor of the Free Press. Her column
appearson Thursdays.

Timeto end thislottery game

Thereissurely no moreill-conceived programin
al of Washington than the Visa Lottery. The State
Department recently announced detail sfor the2004
drawing whichwill welcome 50,000 lucky winners
to America. Presumably based on the highly ques-
tionableideathat all cultures are equal, the policy
opens our national door to “underrepresented” na-
tionstoincreaseAmerica sdiversity still more. Not
only hastheL ottery imported criminal behavior con-
sidered normal in the home society, but it has also
eased the entry of several recent terror suspects.

Politiciansand other exponentsof politically cor-
rectdiversity preachanidealized multicultural para-
dise, but few leaders care to notice the dark side of
culturesthat arebrutally different fromour own. The
Visal ottery welcomesgroupsfor whomthesocietal
norms include slavery, female genital mutilation,
forcibly arranged marriage, honor killing and other
horrors. In short, the normal behavior of some cul-
turesiscriminal or deeply offensiveto us. Such un-
acceptable practices are as much a part of the
multicultural package as popular ethnic cuisine.

Of course, if multiculturalism were an easy fit to
human nature, the constant mediapropagandaabout
itsdesirability would not benecessary. Our crowded
little planet is awash in wars and conflict that are
based on just those differenceswe are urged to cel-
ebrate— culture, religion and ethnicity.

The dubious message that diversity is altogether
positiveand part of our national character washigh-
lighted when California Governor Gray Davis re-
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markedthat July 4is" theday onwhichwehonor what
Americastandsfor— liberty, security and diversity.”
Theoccasion of therather astonishing quotewasthe
shooting at LosAngelesAirport of several peopleat
thelsraeli El Al ticket counter.

Interestingly, shooter Hashem M ohamed Hadayet
wasan Egyptianimmigrantwhooverstayed his1992
six-monthvisitor’svisaandbecameapermanent resi-
dentin 1997 when hiswifewonabDiversity Visa. Mr.
Hayadet killed two and wounded several others be-
fore hewaskilled by El Al security personnel. Two
other recent terrori sm-connected beneficiariesof the
L ottery werereportedly two Detroit men arrested in
lateAugust for being part of aterror cell.

Culturemattersvery much. Would thereader care
toliveinPakistanor rai seadaughter in Saudi Arabia?
Few Americans would, but why then do we invite
millionsfromsimilarly brutal culturesinto our com-
munities? Because of diversity-based immigration,
it was necessary in 1996 for Congressto passalaw
againstfemalegenital mutilationintheUnited States.

Isn’t that fact alone a ringing condemnation of
multiculturalism?

Furthermore, the social climateisnot like acen-
tury ago when adapting to American ways was ex-
pected: today’simmigrants aretold by ethnic orga-
nizations and academics that assimilation isracist.
Newcomers are encouraged to recreate their home
soci etiesin ethnic enclaveswithout becoming apart
of the American mainstream.

For exampl e, the“ cultural defense” hasbecomee
predictable strategy in some immigrant criminal
cases. In Berkeley, California, the sexual enslave-
ment of two teenage girls purchased in the Indian
defendant’s hometown was excused by the defense
counsel as normal behavior according to the tradi-
tional cultureof India. Onegirl’ sasphyxiation death
from afaulty heater exposed humerous crimes.

The Diversity Visa program is a wrong-headed
ideabased onadel usional philosophy and should be
endedimmediately by Congress. The SAFERA ct of
2002 would endthisinsanity and shouldbesupported
by all Americans.

It'stimeto shakefreefromdiversity’sdeceptions
and renew faith in our own hard-won institutions of
individual liberty, gender equality andtheruleof law.

*kkk*k

Brenda Walker isthe West Coast Representative/
ProjectUSA. She can be contacted at 2946 Linden
Ave., Berkeley, Calif. 94705, or (510) 843-7491. The
views expressed are her own. Feedback tc
td@nwkansas.com.
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