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Those who think it’sillegal to
havelivestock withinthecity limits
might want to take adrive down S.
Franklin Ave. There's a Holstein
cowthat’ll look your rightintheeye.

Andjustdareyoutodosomething
about it.

How can the owners get away
withit?

Well, there are some things you
haveto understand.

Like...

Thecowisnotreal. It'sapainting
on a storage shed, the brainchild of
Paul and Verna Baird, who live on
TerraceCourt, alongwithhelpfrom
their daughter, Kim Benson, also of
Colby.

Theneed for ashed intheir back-
yard was necessitated, Mrs. Baird
saidtoday, asaway tocatchtheover-
flow of toolsand larger equipment
that her husband had been storingfor
yearsinthegarage.

While shopping for just the right
kind of shed, the couple decided on
one that measured 8’ x 12’ and
looked likeabarn.

catcheseye
of city folks

One reason for the barn-type style
wasbecauseher hushandwasraisedon
farm north of Levant and still does
some farming in the area, Mrs. Baird
said.

“Anybody can have a barn,” she
said, “but Paul and | decided that if we
have one, it should haveacow init.”

Consequently, after thecouplecom-
pletedtheshed and paintedit red, Mrs.
Baird and her daughter began thetask
of adding the artwork.

Choosing aHolstein, she said, was
prompted by theneed to useblack and
white paint so that it would stand out
against the otherwisetotally red barn,
shesaid.

BothMrs. Bairdand her daughter are
involved in art and said they enjoyed
the chanceto do something fun, while
at the same time, giving passersby a
smile while driving by on Franklin
Ave.

For peoplewantingtoseetheBaird's
cow, whichinthiscaseispermitted by
the city, can do so by driving one-half
block south of Pine on Franklin and
looking toward the east side of the
Street.

But don’t expect any moos.
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Verna Baird of Colby showed her one-year-old granddaughter, Megan
Baird, the Holstein cow, which was recently painted onto a barn-type shed
in the grandparent’s backyard. When asked if Megan liked cows, Mrs.
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Baird said, painted or not, her granddaughter loves animals and has
enjoyed them ever since she was born. Megan is the daughter of Rod

and Dawn Baird, also of Colby.

Museum

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Along with many other activities
plannedin Col by onWednesday torec-
ognizetheeventson Sept. 11,2001, the
Prairie Museum of Art and History is
alsoinvolvedinanationwideinitiative
andisinvitingeveryonetovisitthefa-
cility, admission free.

Thethemeof thespecial event, Cel-
ebrate America’s Freedoms In a Day
of Remembrance on September 11, is
away to help people in towns across
the United States reflect on America
itself, said Dr. Robert Martin, director
of thelnstituteof MuseumandLibrary
Services.

“Our museums are a reflection of
Americaitself,” Martinsaid, “andthey
are the stewards of the things we cre-
ate and theideas we shape.”

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Monday’shigh, 84

Low thismorning, 55

Year ago today, 86 and 39

Temperature at 10:30 am. to-
day, 61

Colby’s24-hour rainfall, 0.64

Oakley’s 24-hour rainfall, 1.93

Mingo’s 24-hour rainfall, 0.77

Soil temp at the4-inch depth, 76

Records for Sept. 10, 102 in
1964 and 32in 1898

Theforecast

Shower activity wasexpectedto
continue today, with highsin the
mid- to upper-60s. Tonight,
cloudy, patchy fog, lows in the
lower 50s. Wednesday, cloudy, 40
percent chancefor showers, highs
in the lower 70s, southeast winds
up to 15 mph. Wednesday night,
cloudy, a 40 percent chance for
showers, lows in the upper 50s.
Thursday, cloudy, a 40 percent
chance for showers, highsin the
lower 70s. Goodlandreported 1.03
inches of rain during the past 24
hoursand Wallacetoppedthearea
with 2.35 inches. (Temperatures
and precipitation are from the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center, unless otherwise noted.
Forecast is from the National
Weather Service.)

Colby Water Usage

* Sept. 9=1.399milliongallons

Levelsof Concern

Watch Level 3.5milliongallons

WarningLevel 4.0milliongal-
lons

Emergency Level 4.5 million
galons

(Three consecutive days)

unites in national celebration

Nearly one year later, he said, in a
time of crisis and uncertainty, muse-
umsserved as placesof reflection and
renewal. “ This year, museums and
their communitieswill honor courage,
sacrifice and creativity, while explor-
ing diverseperspectivesand hopesfor
thefuture,” hesaid.

“On Wednesday, Sept. 11, the mu-
seum will highlight the new toy ex-
hibit, BatteriesNot | ncluded,” said Sue
Taylor, museum director, “ and the ex-
hibit, Devel oping Community Charac-
ter: Colby in Photographs.”

The photographic display, shesaid,
isalook at thelocal builtenvironment.
In addition, it was noted that thefield
of architecture, urban planning and
engineering have been irreparably
changed after the events of Sept. 11.

This exhibit, said Judy Kleinsorge,

education director, as well as
Wednesday’ sfreeadmission, givesthe
community anopportunity tocelebrate
the built environment, which contrib-
utesto itsidentity by considering the
effortsof thepast throughtothepresent
changesand by contemplating thefu-
ture of thelocal landscape.

Inaddition, Taylor said, themuseum
was given the video tape of the HBO
production, In Memoriam: New York
City, aspart of thenational effort, spon-
sored by the I nstitute of Museum and
Library Servicesand AmericanAsso-
ciation of Museums. Taylor said that
the museum has donated this particu-
lar video to the Pioneer Memorial Li-
brary.

Thisdocumentary, which presentsa
panoramic and unique historical
record of that fateful day in New York

City, earned critical acclaim when it
debuted on Memorial Day Weekend,
she said. Nominated for five Emmy
Awards, the program will be rebroad-
cast ontheone-year anniversary of the
World TradeCenter attackson Sept. 11
at 8 p.m., exclusively onHBO. Taylor
and Kleinsorge both said they agree
with Dr. Martinin that museums offer
their communities special placesto
examine and reaffirm such precious
freedomsasthefreedom to assemble,
to worship, to learn, to express ideas
and thefreedom from fear.

“Wehopethat everyonewill planto
visit the Prairie Museum of Art and
History on Wednesday, Sept. 11, in a
Day of Remembrancetoremember the
stories,” Taylor said. For information,
call 462-4590. Themuseumislocated
at 1905 S. Franklin Ave., Colby.

Community to hold Sept. 11 events

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

People in Colby and throughout
Thomas County are urged to attend a
special celebration onWednesday be-
ginning at 9 am. in front of the Tho-
mas County Office Complex, 350 S.
RangeAve., Colby.

The purpose of the event isin re-
membrance of the tragic events that
took place on Sept. 11, 2001, said
Molly Oliver, ofthe Thomas County
Chapter of theAmerican Red Cross.

Among the highlights of the event,
Mayor Warren Hixson will deliver

openingremarksat 9a.m., followed by
singingfromthelocal Sweet Adelines
Chapter, which is among the many
choruses worldwide taking part in
“Sing Out for Peace,” on that day.

In addition, Ron Evans, Thomas
County Commissioner andretiredU.S.
Air Forceofficer,and Oliver, will also
offer remarks.

Other highlightsincluderecognition
of liveslost, planting of a memorial
tree, presence by the local National
Guard and balloon rel ease.

“We will be giving red, white and
blue ribbon pins to those that gather

and will have some at thelocal banks
and DillonsStorefor otherstowear on
that day,” Oliver said.

Laterintheday, thelocal Red Cross
is asking that everyone take part in
turningonporchlightsfrom8to9p.m.
as away of remembering those who
died inthe 9-11 tragedy, she said.

“Your local Red Cross Chapter en-
couragesyoutojoinmillionsof people
aroundtheworldinhonoringthosein-
dividuals who lost their lives on that
tragic day and those they’ ve left be-
hind, whose lives are forever
changed,” Oliver said.

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

Many dogsintheColby areahave
been diagnosed withthe caninedis-
ease, Parvo. Area veterinarians
agreethisdiseaseiscontagiousand
should betaken seriously.

Dr. Russell Bowers, Colby Ani-
mal Clinic, said the outbreak origi-
nally came from Exotic Petland, a
pet store in downtown Colby that
wasrecently shut down by thestate.

Thestorewasnot closed duetothe
Parvo outbreak, but rather the fail-
ureof owner, DustinBaker, toobtain
alicense from the state to keep and
sell animals. Upontheclosing of the
store, several sick puppies were
taken to the veterinarian by Baker.

Bowers said because of poor
recordsonthepart of ExoticPetland,
they werenot surewhereexactly the
infected puppies sold by Baker had
originally comefrom.

Kristy Howard, and intern at the
Oakley Veterinary Clinic said they
have seen a great number of dogs
fromthe Colby areaintheir facility
who havethe disease.

“We have seen allittle of it in
Oakley, but the majority of it has
been seenindogsfrom Colby,” said
Howard.

Bowerssaiditispretty well dying
down in Colby, but people should

Parvo outbreak reported
by two area veterinarians

still beaware.

Parvo is spread mainly through
oral andfecal transmission, and can
be easily picked up. It is even pos-
siblefor apersontowalk somewhere
an infected dog has been and carry
itinto their house.

“Parvo hits harder in younger
dogs who have not completed their
vaccinations.” said Howard. “It is
important to haveyour dogs’ vacci-
nations current.”

Bowers did say that he has never
had a dog who is current on vacci-
nations contract Parvo.

“All dogs need to be vaccinated
every year,” said Bowers.

Signs of Parvo are vomiting, de-
pressions, alack of appetite, weight
loss, and bloody diarrhea.

Parvo can befatal to your pet, es-
pecially for younger and smaller
dogswho are not ableto handlethe
dehydration. Treatment and sup-
portivetherapy areabletohelpdogs
through theillnesswith early diag-
nosis.

Both Bowers and Howard agree
that if you notice signs of Parvo in
your pet, youneedto seek veterinary
treatment right away.

“If your dogisvomitinganditisa
funny color or has abad order, you
should have your dog checked by a
veterinarian,” said Howard.
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Colby schools to celebrate

TheColby Grade School and Colby Middle School will havea
patriotic celebration Wednesday morning from 8:30-8:45. The
publicisinvitedtogather onthelawnat theoldintermediateschool
location, 3rd Street and Grant Avenue. “Wereally hopethat the
public can come,” project spokesperson Sally Smith said. “The
National Guard will beon hand, aswell asthe middleschool pep
band.” Therewill aso beapoem read, and asing-alongto“God
BlessAmerica.” Prior to the gathering, the publicisalsoinvited
totheopen housefor both schools, whichwill befrom 7:30-8:30.

Courthouse alters schedule

The Thomas County Courthouse will close from 9to 11 am.
on Wednesday, Sept. 11, to allow employeesto attend the 9/11
Remembrance Service at the Thomas County Office Complex.

Red Cross luncheon planned

TheAmerican Red Crossishosting aluncheon to show itsap-
preciation for blood donors, volunteers and the mediain north-
west Kansas. The celebration will take place at the Ramada nn
inColby, onThursday, Sept. 26, at noon. Please RSV Pif youplan
onattendingto DebbieKirk, at 620-271-7394, or 316-259-6685.

Chamber luncheon is Friday
The Colby/Thomas County Chamber of Commercewill holds

its noon luncheon Friday at the Ramada Inn. Special guest will
beDon Barta, thenew principal at Colby High School. Chamber
members and their guests are encouraged to attend and meet the
new school official.

Tailgate party scheduled

TheColby High School Booster Clubishosting atailgate party
Friday at 5:30 p.m. at Dennen Field, prior to the football game
against Hoxie. Themenu consistsof roasted hog, hot dogs, baked
beansand chips.

Community photos on display

TheFriendsof Pioneer Memorial Library sponsored asecond
photo contest called ADayintheLifeof ThomasCounty thissum-
mer. There were more than 80 community photographers who
took the challenge and submitted their photosto thelibrary. The
winners have been chosen and a public showing has been set for
Sunday from 2-4 p.m. at the library. The three grand winning
photos have been framed and will be on display along with the
100 honorablemention photos. For moreinformation, contact the
library at 462-4470.

Grandparents’ Day activities set

The Abilene Hustlers 4-H’ ers will be holding their annual
GrandparentsDay at the Senior Progress Center on Sept. 11. The
event will begin with dinner at 6 p.m., followed by bingo with

prizes. Reservationsarenot required. Coordinatorsfor thegroup
are Emily Strange and Kim Herron.

Scholarship offering at high school

The Colby High School Career Center recently announced &
scholarship opening with Discover Card Tribute Awards. To be
eligiblefor thisoffering, said Joni-Clark Leiker, counselor, stu-
dentsmust becurrently ajunior in high school with agrade point
averageof atleast 2.75. Inaddition, applicantsmust excel inthree
out of four areasto include special talents, leadership, obstacles
overcome and community service.

Youth/adult activity planned Saturday

The Community Awareness Team is sponsoring a “ Coffee
HouseNight” intheCity Limitsconferenceroom, Saturday, Sept.
14,from8to 11 p.m. Theactivity will featurean open microphone
for youthto sharepoetry, musicor other tal ents, and ref reshments
will be served. Theevent isfree and opento everyone.

Crafters needed for fall event

Plansfor the annual Colby Girl Scout Craft Sale are now un-
derway, said Jan Barnum, coordinator. Asinyear’spast, Barnum
said craftersare needed for the event, which will be held on Sat-
urday, Oct. 12, from 9 am. to 3 p.m. in the Colby Community
Colby. For questions. call her at 462-6503.
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