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County lanafill update
given to commissioners

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

Thelandfill was again the center of
discussionat Monday’ smeeting of the
Thomas County Commissioners.
Larry Jumper, landfill supervisor,
alongwith Thaniel M onaco, represen-
tativeof Miller Associatesof McCook,
Neb., addressed thecommissionerson
theprogressand plansof thenew land-
fill.

At the current time, no part of the
landfill isclosed and ready for thenew
one. The areawhere construction and
demolition waste are now being
dumpedisnearing apointwhereitcan
be officially closed, the commission-
ersweretold.

Jumper and Monaco said they are
going to be covering the areawith 12
to 18 inches of dirt and present it for
approval. Onceit is signed off by an
engineer, itcanbeofficialy closedand
the new section for construction and

demolition can start to be used.

Jumper also gavethelandfill report
forthemonth of August. Averagedaily
intake was up for the month to 17.31
tons per day, but the average daily in-
takefor theyear till remainsat 15.37
tons. Thisis below the 16-ton target
rate.

In other business:

« Letters from the Trego County
Commissioners and the Clarence M.
Kelly Detention Center were read.
Planswere set to attend a meeting to-
day concerning the detention center.
Currently, ThomasCounty sendsjuve-
niles to the detention center which is
located in WaK eeney.

» The commissioners received the
county road work report for August.

Chris Bieker, supervisor, reported
blading, sealing, mowing, andblading
were done on roads throughout the
county.

Aswell, work was done at the fair-

grounds, trees were cut, signs were
checked and put up, and thechannel at
Cottownwood Street and K-25 was
cleaned out.

» The commissioners received an
invitation from Pioneer Memorial Li-
brary to attend the open house for the
Day In the Life of Thomas County
photo exhibit. The open housewill be
Sunday from2to4 p.m.

* Athank youwasreceived fromthe
Hays Family Shelter for the $1,000
contributiongiven by ThomasCounty.
Thisisanannual budget commitment.

* Belle Farmer asked the commis-
sionerstheir thoughts about using the
Thomas County Medical Transporta-
tion vehicleto transport peopleto the
doctor of their choice. No requests or
decisionswere made.

The next meeting of the commis-
sionerswill be Monday, Sept. 16 at 9
a.m. inthecommissionersroomof the
courthouse.

Lawmakers hedging on war

WASHINGTON (AP) — Before
President Bush goesbeforetheUnited
Nations to make the case for action
against Irag, hisadministrationisfac-
ing atough audience closer to home:
Congress.

A push by senior Bush administra-
tion officials, including Capitol Hill
meetings Tuesday with CIA director
George Tenet and national security
adviser CondoleezzaRice, hasn't con-
vinced key lawmakers that awar is

needed.

“| set the mark very high,” House
Majority Leader Dick Armey, R-
Texas, said.

“1will needtoseeaplanbeforel will
cast avote.

“1 will needto seeitisnecessary, and
thereisaplanthat | personally thinkis
fair to the courage we ask of these
young people.”

Animportant part of the plan, many
lawmakerssay, must bethat theUnited

Statesnot act aloneinitsfight against
Irag. On Thursday, Bush will tell the
United Nationsit cannot stand by while
Iragi President Saddam Husseindefies
it by barring weapons inspectors and
develops chemical, biological and
nuclear weapons.

Bush does not plan to offer new in-
formation about an Iragi threat or rec-
ommend any specific actionsin his
Thursday speech, a senior White
House official said.

Kansans pause to remember

TOPEKA (AP)—Theeffectsof the
deadly terror attacks a year ago were
still visible today around the State-
house.

All but one entrance remained
locked to the public. Employees and
visitors filed through the east doors,
past a security checkpoint staffed by
Capitol Police — a precaution put in
placeinthe hoursafter the collapse of
the World Trade Center.

Across Topeka and the state, Kan-
sanswerepausing beforework, before
classesandin housesof worshiptore-
member the day some say changed
Americaforever.

Outside the Statehouse, flags were
lowered to half staff. At 8:43a.m., a

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 69

Low thismorning, 54

Year ago today, 90 and 46

Temperature at 10:15 am. to-
day, 69

Colby’s24-hour rainfall, 0.00

Oakley’s24-hour rainfall, 0.00

Soil tempat the4-inchdepth, 70

Records for Sept. 11, 106 in
1911 and 36in 1894

Theforecast

Today, cloudy to partly cloudy
with highsin the lower 70s. To-
night, cloudy, a40 percent chance
for showers, lowsintheupper 50s,
southeast winds near 10 mph.
Thursday, cloudy, a 50 percent
chance for showers, highsin the
lower 70s, southeast winds up to
15 mph. Thursday night, cloudy,
a 50 percent chancefor showers,
lows in the upper 50s. Friday,
cloudy, a 50 percent chance for
showers, highsnear 70. (Tempera-
tures and precipitation are from
the Northwest Research-Exten-
sion Center, unless otherwise
noted. Forecast is from the Na-
tional Weather Service.)

Colby Water Usage

* Sept. 10 = 1.566 million gal-
lons

Levelsof Concern

Watch Level 3.5 million gal-
lons

WarningLeve 4.0milliongal-
lons

Emergency Level 4.5 million
galons

(Three consecutive days)

Americans remain united and committed .”

— Gov. Bill Graves

KC-135flown by the 190th Air Refu-
elingWing of theKansasAir National
Guard passed over the Capital Com-
plex.

The Topeka Fire Department was
marking the occasion with an event
from 8:45 am. until 9:28 am. — the
duration of thefour attacksby aircraft
in New York, Washington and Penn-
sylvania.

Gov. Bill Graves proclaimed today

as"“ Remembranceof Sept. 11 Day” in
the state.

“It’s important to show, one year
|ater, that Americansremainunitedand
committedinour effortsagainst actsof
terrorism,” Gravessaid.

Elements of the Kansas Army Na-
tional Guardwereto participatein“ Pa-
triotsDay” observancesat theKansas
State Fair in Hutchinson, including a
parade through the fairgrounds.

By TOM (TD) DREILING
Free Press Publisher

Today isthe first anniversary of
the Attack on America, the day ter-
rorists hijacked four jetliners and
slammed them into three buildings
—thetwintowersat theWorld Trade
Center, andthePentagon—andinto
the ground in Pennsylvania.

The death toll, not including the
19 hijackers, stands at 3,010. For a
breakdown on the deathsasaresult
of theattackspleaserefer totoday’s
editorial on page 2.

The Free Press news department
fanned out to get comments from

Thenand now: seepages4 & 5

community leaders asto their feel-
ingsoneyear after the tragedy.

Their commentsand accompany-
ing photographs can be found on
page>s.

Onpage4today wearererunning
thefront pageof theFreePressonthe
day of theterrorist attack— Septem-
ber 11, 2001.

Ceremonieswere held acrossthe
country today, and Colby was no
exception.

Niceturnoutswerereported asthe
rank and file gathered to remember
thosewhowerevictimsof theattack
andtoal soremember their families.

MICHELLE L. HAWKINS/Colby Free Press
Master Sergeant Manuel Rubio and Specialist Lawrence Pearce raised the flag to half staff this morning

at the Thomas County Office Complex.

Nearly 200 at Sep

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

“Remember. Support. Prepare.”

Three words that mean more to-
day as America remembers the
eventsof Sept. 11, 2001.

In her address to a gathering of
nearly 200 thismorning at the Tho-
mas County OfficeComplex, Molly
Oliver, theChapter Chair of the Tho-
mas County Red Cross, shared her
personal experience of visiting
Ground Zero. In preparation for
today’s remembrance, Oliver said
the Red Cross has asked chapters
acrossthe nation to remember, sup-
port, and prepare.

“We need to remember those | ost
inthetragedy, support thosewhoare
still hurting, and prepare better for
thefuture,” said Oliver.

Oliver, her husband Jim, and
Kathi Hapki, all three national vol-
unteersfor the Red Cross, traveled
to Ground Zero in the middle of
November of last year toallow relief
over the Thanksgiving holiday to
those who were already working.

Inhertalk, Oliver said therewere
twoitemsshebrought homewith her
that would be a reminder of their
timeinNew York. Oliver showedthe
crowd the hard hat she wore while
working, which had been signed by
firefighters, police officers, and
other emergency workers. She had
also brought back ateddy bear that
was symbolic of awall constructed
near ground zero that had teddy
bears and photos of the missing
loved ones.
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MICHELLE L. HAWKINS/Colby Free Press

Donna Dible of Rexford and Jean Skubal of Leoville, both members of
the Sweet Adelines, pinned patriotic ribbons made by RSVP on each
other before singing at the remembrance ceremony this morning.

Thelocal remembrance started at 9
am.asmembersof theNational Guard
raised the flag to half staff. Members
of the Sweet Adelines sang “ The Star
Spangled Banner.”

A welcome was given by Mayor
Warren Hixson and Thomas County
commissioner, Ron Evans addressed
the crowd. Evansread aproclamation
naming Sept. 11 an official day of re-
membrancein Thomas County.

Whilethe Sweet Adelinescontinued
tosing patriotic songs, membersof the
local fire, police, sheriff, and emer-
gency medical service departments
wererecognized.

“It meant so much to mepersonally
tobeabletoexpressour gratitudeto our
local service personnel,” said Oliver.

In apermanent addition, anew tree

was planted on the northeast corner
of the Thomas County Office Com-
plex in memory of Sept. 11, 2001.
JimOliver readthededicationonthe
plague which will now stand beside
the tree. In closing, the National
Guard presented a 21-Gun Salute,
whiletapswasplayed andred, white
and blue balloons rel eased.

Oliver said, “ It wasvery touching
toseeweareall unitedin our efforts
toremember today. | appreciatedthe
opportunity to share our emotions
together asacommunity.”

TheThomas County Red Crossis
asking peopl eacrossthecommunity
to leavetheir porchlightson from 8
to 9 p.m. tonight Oliver said those
without porch lights could light a
candle asaremembrance.

mee B riefly mee———_—_—sse———

Red Cross luncheon planned

TheAmerican Red Crossishosting aluncheon to show itsap-
preciation for blood donors, volunteers and the mediain north-

west Kansas. The celebration will take place at the Ramada Inn

inColby, onThursday, Sept. 26, at noon. Please RSV Pif youplan
onattendingto DebbieKirk, at 620-271-7394, or 316-259-6685.

Community photos on display
TheFriendsof Pioneer Memorial Library sponsored asecond

photo contest called ADayinthe Lifeof ThomasCounty thissum-

mer. There were more than 80 community photographers who
took the challenge and submitted their photosto thelibrary. The
winners have been chosen and a public showing has been set for
Sunday from 2-4 p.m. at the library. The three grand winning
photos have been framed and will be on display along with the
100 honorablemention photos. For moreinformation, contact the

library at 462-4470.

Chamber luncheon is Friday
The Colby/Thomas County Chamber of Commercewill hold

its noon luncheon Friday at the Ramada Inn. Special guest will
beDon Barta, thenew principal at Colby High School. Chamber
members and their guests are encouraged to attend and meet the
new school official.

Tailgate party scheduled

TheColby High School Booster Clubishosting atailgate party
Friday at 5:30 p.m. at Dennen Field, prior to the football game
against Hoxie. Themenu consistsof roasted hog, hot dogs, baked
beansand chips.

Crafters needed for fall event

Plansfor the annual Colby Girl Scout Craft Sale are now un-
derway, said Jan Barnum, coordinator. Asinyear’spast, Barnum
said craftersare needed for the event, which will be held on Sat-
urday, Oct. 12, from 9 am. to 3 p.m. in the Colby Community
Colby. For questionsor information on how toarrangefor abooth

at the* Craft-a-Ganza,” call her at 462-6503.

Recycling center takes phone books
TheThomas County Recycling Center istaking old tel ephone

ordinatorssaid.

books at its collection site, 720 E. College Dr. in Colby. Those
wanting to drop off the books should use the magazine bins, co-

Rod Run/Flatlander Festival planned
The Early Iron of Western Kansas Car Club will hold its 16th

annual fall festival and rod runin conjunctionwiththeFlatlander
Fall Festival in Goodland beginning at 8a.m., Saturday, Sept. 28,
withthosewantingtoregister for thecar festival. Theeventswill

runthroughout Saturday and continue Sunday, Sept. 29 on Main
Avenue. For questions about the rod run, call Scott L ockhart at
(785) 899-5137. For those businesseswanting toinclude promo-

tional itemsinthe“ goodiebag” for registered rod run participants,
Lockhart would also liketo hear from them.

Youth/adult activity Saturday

The Community Awareness Team is sponsoring a “ Coffee

HouseNight” intheCity Limitsconferenceroom, Saturday, Sept.

14,from8to 11 p.m. Theactivity will featurean open microphone
for youthto sharepoetry, musicor other tal ents, and ref reshments
will be served. The event isfree and opento everyone.
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