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Treasury secretary
IS a bad role model

Timefor another Gooberhead Award, presented periodically
tothoseinthenewswho’ vegot their tonguesrunning 100 miles
per hour...but forgot to put their brainsingear. Today’ sGoober
isahigh-ranker: Paul O’ Neill, George W’s secretary of the
Treasury, who previoudly wasmaking millionsasCEO of Alcoa
Inc., theworld' s largest maker of aluminum. Paul was one of
the corporate CEOs that Bush so proudly hailed when filling
hiscabinet withthem only 18 monthsago. Georgebragged then
that executiveslike O’ Neill would bring thedisciplineand ef-
ficiency of corporate governance to Washington.

But that was B.E — Before Enron. And before WorldCom,
Tyco, Arthur Anderson, Global Crossing, etc. Now, the corpo-
rate connections of O’ Neill, Dick Cheney, Bush himself, and
all therest of the cabinet aredownplayed— and, instead, these
corporatistsareloudly posing as populist reformers.

O’ Neill hasbeenespecially noisy, evengettinguponhishigh
horserecently to bellow that villainouscorporationsshoul d get
the death penalty and that executiveswho profit from abuse of
their public trust should be* strung up from the highest tree!”

Policedetectiveshavearuleof thumb: At acrimescene, pay
particul ar attention to anyonewho’stalking alot and pointing
fingersat others. Solet’scheck out O’ Nelll.

AsCEO, hemademillionson stock paymentsthat werebased
inpart onextraprofitsthe company banked by illegally avoid-
ing theinstallation of pollution-control equipment. Instead of
buying the equipment, Alcoa ssmelterssimply kept pumping
massiveamountsof health-damaging pollutantsintotheair. In
Texasaone, Alcoahasjust beenfined $4 millionfor thisgross
violation of the Clean Air Act.

By abusing his public trust, O’ Neill and Alcoa reaped mil-
lionsinill-gotten profitsat the expense of neighborswhoseair
they carelessly contaminated.

Shall westring himupfromthehighest tree?—byradiotal k-
show host and author JimHightower, former agricultural com-
missioner of Texas.

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispage are encouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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Survey gap narrows

WELL,folks, thegapisclosing.Asl blew outthe
candle at bedtime last night, the survey question,
“Shouldweinvadelraq?’ showed23NOvotesand
16Y ES.Wednesday'sreportwas22NOand 10YES,
sotheyesbunch picked upafew. It seemedthat some
of the yes crowd waited to hear President Bush's
speech to the United Nations before making a con-
cretedecision.

Henry Siebert of Colby called Wednesday
eveningand heisof theopinionthat President Bush
hastheinformation necessary tomakeadecisionon
invading Irag, while we people out herein western
Kansasand el sswhereinthecountry arenot privy to
that kind of information. “ Heknowswhat Saddam’s
got...hisdecisionwill bebased onthat knowledge....I
voteYES.” It wasagood conversation and very en-
lightening and educational. It's always good to be
abletotalk with our readersand exchangethoughts
and comments.

Another Colby caller (anonymous) said, “I really
didn’t know until | heard President Bushtalk to the
United Nations. Thereisno doubt in my mind that
we will invade Irag and | am behind him 100 per-
cent.”

Still another said, “Put medown asaYES!” She
shared her name but asked that | don’t useit.

Another caller simply said, “YES!”

Karen (Cookie) Koenig emailed, “ After listen-
ingtoPresident Bushthismorning (Thursday), | had
to vote with aresounding Y ES to your poll about
challenging Hussein. Wevoted themaninto office,
now we need to support and know that President
Bushhasdonehishomework onthisissueandisnot
taking thisresponsibility lightly.”

Ed Dean of Colby, “Put medownasaYES!"

TheNO votecamelong distancefromHoxie. He
asked to remain anonymousbut said, “ He (Saddam
Hussein) isn’'t worth thelives, timeand money it'l|
taketo shut himup.”

Thesurvey will cometo aclose Tuesday noon of
next week with next Wednesday’ scolumntellingthe
final vote.

Call duringbusinesshours(462-3963), after hours
(462-7882), email td@nwkansas.com or regular
mail to 155 W. 5th, Colby 67701.

Thanksto all of youwho participated to date.

A GUY took his new girlfriend to her very first
football game. After thegame he asked her how she
likedthegame. “Oh, | really likedit,” shesaid, “ but

4 | Tom Dreiling

o My
Turn

I just couldn’t understand why they werekillingeach
other for 25 cents.”

“What on earth do you mean?’ he asked with a
puzzled ook on hisface.

“Well,” she said, “| saw them flip acoin and one
team got it and then for the rest of the game all they
kept screaming was: ‘ Get the quarter back! Get the
quarter back!"”

| DON'T think they will ever learn how to votein
Florida. Their primary was held on Tuesday of this
week and now Janet Reno’'sforces are yelling for a
recount.

Reno was apparently upset by a politically un-
knownin her questtowintheDemocraticprimary and
go up against Gov. Jeb Bush in November. Remem-
ber Floridain the presidential voting two yearsago?
Seemsthat nothing has changed.

HAPPY Birthday to...

Sept. 13— Adam Lovelady (1-year-old), Frances
Jones, Brewster (80), Merabeth Corbett

Sept. 14— DanKuenzi, DodieMiller, Leah Sewell,
Jordan Erickson, Brian Eicher, Jim Griffin, Niki
Burmester, Pattie Stevens

Sept. 15 — Roger Voss, Travis Parker, Linda
Nelson, Melissa Murray, Debbie Luckert, Chris
Hubert, Leisha Carpenter, Greg Mentlick, Kylie
Ritter, Larry Miller, KristinaM orton, DanaBarnhart,
BriannaMoses

Sept. 16— ConnieRenner, Eric Ohlrogge, Dianne
Merrell, Ralph Fischer, Nadine Shull

Sept. 17 — Austin Herbel, W.O. Miller, Gwen
Sloan

Congratulations!

Call 462-3963 or email td@nwkansas.comtohave
your special day mentioned. And please keep us ad-
vised of any changesin any listing. Thanks!

GRACE JONES, afreguent contributor to this

column passed the following along via email this
week. | don’t know where shegot it, but | certainly
enjoyedit. It'scalled...

A Matter of Perception

1. All teenagers should get a high school educa-
tionevenif they already know everything.

2.1 read recipesthe same way | read sciencefic-
tion. | get to the end and think, * Well, that’s not go-
ing to happen.””

3. Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday,
lying in hospitals dying of nothing.

4. Theother night | ateat areal nicefamily restau-
rant. Every table had an argument going.

5. Have you noticed since everyone has &
camcorder these days no one talks about seeing
UFOslikethey used to.

6. Youknowwhenyou' resittingonachair andyou
lean back so you're just on two legs, then you lean
toofarandyouamostfall over but at thelast seconc
you catch yourself?| feel likethat ... all thetime.

7. Whenever | feel blue, | start breathing again.

8. All of uscould take alesson from the weather.
It pays no attention to criticism.

9. Why does a slight tax increase cost you twa
hundred dollars and a substantial tax cut save you
thirty cents?

10. I hateto advocate drugs, alcohol, violence, or
insanity to anyone, but they’ ve always worked for
me.

11. Inthe 60's peopletook acid to maketheworld
weird. Now the world is weird and people take
Prozac to makeit normal.

12. How isit one carelessmatch can start aforest
fire, but it takesa whole box to start acampfire?

13. Doctorscan befrustrating. You wait amonth-
and-a-half for an appointment, and he says, “| wish
you’ d cometo me sooner.”

14. You read about all these terrorists—most of
them came here legally, but they hung around on
expired visas, some for aslong as 15 years. Now,
comparethat to Blockbuster; you aretwo days|ate
with avideo and those people are all over you.—

Let’sput Blockbuster in charge of immigration.

HAVE agood evening...and agood weekend!

Dreilingispublisher of the Free Press. Hisemalil
address is td@nwkansas.com. He is committed tc
write Wednesdays and Fridays, and on Mondays
when the spirit moveshim.

Can Donahuesurvive?

Inpolls, citizensclaimthey want morethoughtful
programming on television news shows.

Inreality, when it comestime to choose between
celebrity titillation and substance, wegofor thefluff
— at least when it comes to the cable news chat
shows.

For the latest proof of this, look at the battle on
prime-time cable among CNN’s insipid Connie
Chung, mouthy hosts like Chris Matthews, conde-
scending Bill O’ Reilly, and Phil Donahue.

You’ dthink Donahuewouldwinwithno problem.
The show’s promotions urged viewersto watch the
show and “Be Thinkful.” We should.

L ots of shows have Ann Coulter and Patrick
Buchanan, who were both on Donahue. But what
about Ralph Nader and Ben Cohenof Benand Jerry’s
fame?

Donahueisn’t about adebateamong centrists. He's
offering a political spectrum that you'd seeif you
livedin France.

Yet, Donahueisthird behind ConnieChunginhis
time dlot. With about 350,000 viewers, Donahue's
audienceishalf thesizeof Chung's, while O’ Reilly
is trumping both shows with an audience of 2 mil-
lion— giant for cable.

Why doAmericansgofor O’ Reilly anyway?With
asmirk on hisface, O’ Reilly repeats hisline daily
that theshowisa“no spinzone.” Thisishardtolis-
ten to. Only a pinhead would miss the fact that
O'Reilly ishimself aspin-head of major proportions.

You haveto give O’ Reilly credit for not being as
ideological and unabashedly self-absorbed as Rush
Limbaugh, but don’t give him much credit. He's
about as paternalistic as you could imagine, if you

Jason Salzman

® Another
Viewpoint

hadn’t already been exposed to Rush.

O'Reilly’snightly commentariesand lettersfrom
viewersarereminiscent of lecturesby my littleleague
football coach.

MSNBC executives believe Donahue will shine
duringtheelection season. They hopehewill beable
to handleissuesthat put that unfortunate “ ahaa’ ex-
pression on the face of Connie Chung.

Andthereisno doubt that Donahue can handlean
array of controversial issues, and heis not afraid to
tackleany of them.

For example, Donahue was one of the few voices
opposing the war in Afghanistan on television after
thewar broke out — even though a high percentage
of Americans had significant doubts about the war.

Thequestionis, will top management at NBC and
its giant parent corporation, General Electric, give
Donahuetimeto prove himself again?

Apparently, thecorporatehonchosat NBCand GE
are already unhappy with Donahue, and they expect
ratingsto rise or else. Yuck. What happened to the
notionthat newsprogramming had publicinterest as
well asmonetary value?

Today, our nation’ sgiant mediaconglomeratestreat

newsprogrammingjust likeany other form of enter-
tainment broadcasting. News is expected to gener-
ate asmuch money asasit-com.

Soit’snosurprisethat “news’ lookslessand less
like actual news— and more and morelike any en-
tertainment show. M ediacompani esexpect thesame
profit from their newsdivisionsasfrom their video
gamedivisions.

Yes, you can and should watch Donahue, and tell
your friendsabout it. Themore peoplewhowatchit
the better — for Phil and for our democracy.

But this probably won't work. The troubles at
Donahue symbolize the degeneration of journalism
inAmerica, and theonly real solutionwill comevig
government regul ation — not censorship, but care-
ful regulation that honorsthisprinciple:

In ademocracy, news should not be just another
product, like a hamburger, subject to the whims of
the free market. Instead, it should receive specia
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) pro-
tections, includingrestrictionsonthesizeof compa-
niesthat control mediaoutletsand on the number of
mediaoutletsalarge company is permitted to own.

Currently, the FCC ismoving in the opposite di-
rection. Let’shope Donahue sendsamessageto the
FCC.

*kkkk

Jason Salzman, author of “ Making the News: A
Guidefor Nonprofitsand Activists,” isboard chair
of Rocky Mountain Media Watch
(www.bigmedia.org), a media watchdog organiza-
tion based in Denver. The commentsof Mr. Salzman
donot reflect thefeelings of the Col by Free Presson
thisissue. Feedback to td@nwkansas.com.



