Page2 Colby Free Press Monday, September 16, 2002

LY

o Letter
b= | s Drop
'—'C%"“—-"'"I_""’-x%'-ﬂ“
i i) T ® Our Readers
R chia:) YET Sound Off
VL A *l[ T r

Hospice auction Fall event

To TheFreePress:

Hospice Services, Inc., serving Thomas, Rawlinsand L ogan coun-
ties has scheduled its annul fund-raising auction for Oct. 26 at the
City Limits Conference Center in Colby.

Theauction, which raisesfundsto ensure that Hospice support is
availabletoterminaly ill individualsand their family members, has
historically beenin February.

“We decided to make the auction afall event to get it away from
the PheasantsForever and collegeendowment auctionsthat areheld
inthe spring,” Annette Kasselman, Hospice Advisory Board Presi-
dent, said. “We had the feeling that by March, residents here were
feeling auctioned out.”

K assel man added that theorgani zation hopesthe October datewill
boost attendanceby providing auniqueopportunity to Christmasshop
and help aworthy cause at the sametime.

“Wealso think that the venuewill attract supporterswho may not
have attended our auction before, Kasselman said. “ The conference
center ambiance and food arealwaysaclassact. Thisshould beour
best auction ever.”

According to Kasselman, the quality of thisyear’s program will
give auction item contributors an excellent platform to show their
support for Hospice.

“l can't think of a better cause to have your name linked to,”
Kasselmanadded. “ Peopl eknow how important Hospi ceisandwhat
it doesfor peopleinour community. Thepublicappreciateswhat our
contributors do for Hospice.”

“Right now, we' dliketo ask peopleto dotwothings,” Kasselman
said. “If you' re contacted to donate to the auction, please be gener-
ous. And please buy your ticketsfor the auction early.”

Hospice helpsterminally ill personslive out their last days with
dignity and comfort by providing trained healthcare professionals
who hel pwithissuessuch aspain management and counsel ondeath
and dying. It aso provides counseling to family members on deal-
ing with aloved onewith aterminal illness.

Personswho arenot contacted by aHospiceAdvisory Board mem-
ber and would liketo contribute to the auction or would liketickets
can contact theorgani zation by tel ephoneat 785-462-6710or 1-800-
315-5122 (toll free).

Submitted by:

Patrick Toth

for Hospice Services, Inc.
Advisory Board

Colby

(Letter #128)

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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Here' syour invitation

Thisisaninvitation to all interested personsto a
post poliosupport meeting Sunday, Sept. 22, at 3p.m.
at Pioneer Memorial Library. A video, Recent Ad-
vancesin Treating Post Polio Syndrome by Dr. Su-
san Perlman, UCL SPost Polio Clinic, will beshown.
Thevideoisof Dr. Perlman’spresentationat the Post
Polio Symposiumin San DiegoonJune23. Thepro-
gramisfreeand opento the public. Everyoneisin-
vitedwhohashad polio, or evenwhat wasdiagnosed
asabad caseof flu,andwhoisexperiencingfatigue,
unexplained weakness, or depression.

Many peoplewho were diagnosed as having po-
lio, beforethevaccinewasinvented, are now expe-
riencing symptoms which have been diagnosed in
variousways, and arenot suspected to beconnected
withpolio, sincethepeoplewhohad poliohad hoped
tobedonewithit, and may not even havementioned
it totheir doctor.

Not all theproblemsassociated with agingaredue
to polio; however the treatment may be different,
becauseoverusewill further weakenmusclesal ready
weakened by palio, not strengthenthem. Sometimes
asimplelifestyleadjustment canhelpforestall prob-
lems and that is one of the things that will be dis-
cussed at the meeting.

Three of us got together to purchase the videos.
There are two videos, and they are one and a half
hourslong each, so | don’t foresee playing both of
them at the Sept. 22 meeting. | would expecttohave
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ashort time of introductions and sharing, view one
of the videos, and then decideif the group wantsto
meet again for sharing and/or the other video.

Thelibrary closesat 4 p.m. but thedirector, JoAnne
Sunderman, tells me we can stay aslong aswe like
and then let ourselves out, leaving the door locked.

A book that | find fascinating is FDR's Splendid
Deception by Hugh Gregory Gallagher. Ittellsabout
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’seffortstohide
thefact that hecould not walk, whileleadingthemost
powerful nation in the world. Roosevelt ran for and
was el ected president from awheel chair, and before
the days of television, | think many of his constitu-
entsdidn’'t even know he had ahandicap.

| don’t think my parents knew it, but since | was
born the day he was voted into officein November,
1932, and he served until 1945. | might have not
known what they knew. | know we collected money
when | wasin grade school for the March of Dimes

and polio treatment at Warm Springs, Ga. My hus-
band said they had a benefit dance for Roosevelt's
birthday in hishometown in eastern Nebraska each
January to benefit the March of Dimes.

Punkinisturning into amighty hunter. He loves
togooutintheyard andwatchthecicadabugscrawl
out of their holesintheground, burst their shellsand
emerge asflying insects. I'd prefer he didn’t bring
them in for our admiration. Baby even got into the
hunting modeand brought homeasl uggi shgrasshop-
per theother day. At 15 yearsof age, that isprobably
the best she can manageto catch.

I’mslowly getting used to being retired. | wassit-
ting on my bath stool taking ashower the other day,
andafter | turned off thewater, | realized | could hear
thewater trickling off my body. | havemy ownllittle
water fountain and hadn’t even realized it until that
moment. While | wasworking, | was always rush-
ing around to do thisor that, and didn’t taketimeto
listen. Whichremindsme, I’ d better stop by Pioneer
Memorial Library and admirethefountainthere be-
forethey turnit off for thewinter.

*kkk*k

Maxineisaretired Free Presseditor/reporter. She
keeps busy, but still findstimeto occasionally com:-
municate with the following she generated while
serving for morethan 20 yearsat the paper.

When therains stay away

You know it's bad when the folkswho live there,
call it adesert. That's exactly how some western
Kansas farmers and ranchers are describing their
parched landscape.

Winter snow didn't fall and the spring and sum-
mer rainsnever came. Dry-land cornstandsburntand
stunted, lessthanwaist tall. Summer fallow soil lies
sifting in thewind like brown flour. Grass has been
grubbedtotheground and gray cow piestower above
thetabletop-flat land.

Gray County farmer Joe Jury can’t remember a
drier period of timesincehe’ sheenfarming. He' s45.

“Thisisthe driest 14-month period ever,” Jury
says. “WEe' vereceived lessmoisturethan DodgeCity
where they’ ve received 2 inches from July 2001
through August 2002. We're 17 inches short of nor-
mal precipitation.”

While Jury cantalk about thedrought, he’ drather
show you. Duringthefirst week of September hetook
aFarm Bureau group looking at the drought to one
of hissummer fallow fields.

As he stepped into the field, dust billowed up
around hisboots. A few stepsinto thefield, hetook
hisfour-foot steel probeandtried to check for mois-
ture. Jury strained every musclein hisbody to push
the probeinto the sail. It wouldn’t budge.

Hewalked another few pacesandtried again. Same
result — the steel shaft bent but could not penetrate
the rock-hard soil. “ This should be dlipping all the
way intothehandle,” Jury says, afrownon hisface.
“It'stoodry.”

It'sso dry in Gray County the weedswon’t even
grow. Looking across Jury’s quarter section there
isn'taweedinsight. Thisyear he'srelied onconven-
tional tillage because he says there's not enough
moisturefor theweedstotakethechemicalsintothe
plant and kill them.

Thereisnomoistureinthesoil profilesonhissum-
mer fallow land. There is no moisture to help the
wheat emergefor thefall planted crop. Unlessitrains,
it will not pay to put the seed in the soil and gamble

John
Schlageck

® Insight

onrain.

Seventy milestothenortheastinNessCounty, it's
beenadry twoyearsal so. Most consider thedry-land
cornatotal loss. For severa years, plenty of moisture
accounted for an abundanceof dry-land corn. Not so
thelasttwoyears, accordingto Earl Stoecklein, Ness
County farmer.

Stoecklein took the Farm Bureau group on atour
that included a dry-land cornfield. Throughout the
field the corn stood kneeto waist high. Thefew ears
that could be found were less than four inches long
and looked likethe“ baby” cornfound in asalad bar
buffet — only with fewer kernels.

This corn will not be harvested, Stoecklein says.
Instead, it will be used for ensilage.

“There’'s very little good dry land corn in the
county,” Stoecklein says. “ A lot of guysgot weaned
oncornlastyear whenlittlemoistureand hot tempera-
turesburnedit up. Therewerealot lessacresof dry-
land corn planted thisyear.”

In northwestern Kansas (Sheridan County) the
windwasblowingout of thesouthat 40milesper hour.
Themorningof Sept. 7markedthefourthday inarow
thewind had blown thishard.

The early morning sun peaked over the eastern
horizontogreet abright morning sky. Tothewest the
horizon already looked dark. By noon you could
hardly seetheMenlo elevator eight mileswest of my
parentshomein Seguin.

The dirt was moving in northwestern Kansas. It
looked strikingly similar to some of the dust storms

of the* 30s, according to my 84-year old father. The
howling wind reminded him of those Dust Bowl
Days. Dad sayshehopesthebrowndirt hangingfrom
the western horizon isn’t the beginning of another
year of dry conditions.

Inthispart of Kansas, dry-land cornwill alsobez
total loss. Someof theirrigated corn hasstunted ears
and has been abandoned dueto lack of rainfall and
theability to pumpadequatemoisturetothecrop. The
pasturesweresmooth asatableandlookedlikesome-
one had taken agiant pair of sheersand scalped the
grass.

South of Haysin Rush County, conditionsmay be
alittlebetter, but not much. Farmerslabel somedry-
land milo in this part of the state as “pretty good,”
depending on whether the crops received moisture
inAugust.

Cattlemen haven’'t been as lucky. Lukes
Thielenhausisoneof theselivestock producers. He's
a sooneof theyoungsterson the Rush County Farm
Bureau board. He's 27.

Thielenhaus has supplemented his cattle on pas-
turefor nearly two months. Dry weather hasforcec
himtohaul water tohiscattleevery other day for more
than amonth. He hauls 4,800 gallons each trip.

“The crop and livestock situation is bad,”
Thielenhaus says. “If we don't harvest cropsit will
be hard to stay out here. If thisdoesn’t turn around,
I’ [l bedone and gone by thetimel’m 30.”

Rush County farmer Joel Ficken saysthat without
disaster relief, alot morefarmerswill become casu-
dties of the drought. “It's an issue we' re going to
havetofix now,” Fickensays.“We' repassedthe*fin-
ger inthe dike out here. The holeis big enough to
stick your head in.”

John Schlageck has been writing about farming
andranchingin Kansasfor 25years. Heistheman-
agingeditor of “ KansasLiving,” aquarterlymaga-
Zine dedicated to agricultureand rural lifein Kan-

THE RETURN OF
THE PROTEGE.

Doonesbury

® Gary Trudeau
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