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About those dog shootings

To The FreePress:

What’sgoing onhere?Threedogswerekilled (that weknow
of), twointhe past month by the same* police officer.”

Aussiewaskilled becausehe”wouldn’t givethemail back,”
and hedaredto growl at peoplehedidn’t know, that wereinhis
yard.

Now, another dog has been shot, because he “ appeared” to
be dangerous, according to an unnamed witness.

Now, | quote Office Shull, “If an animal does attack an of-
ficer or isattacking someone in avicious manner, it’snot un-
common to shoot the animal. Obviously, this doesn’t happen
very often, though.”

Obvioudly, it doesinthistown! Attack isthe key word. If a
dog growls, isthat considered an attack? A pparently in Colby
they think itis! That iswhat dogsdowhenthey arefrightened.

Whatever happenedtoAnimal Control ?Thereareother ways
to restrain an animal, if they really are attacking, other than
killingit.

| haveseen similar confrontationsinvolving people, withthe
officer using “ unnecessary force!”

Maybethereshould bemorerestraintsontheofficers, rather
than theanimal s!

Maybe we should contact PETA, The Humane Society, and
theACLU!

Next timeit could be your dog or perhaps aperson!

Sincerely,

Cheryl Jackson
Colby
(L etter #129)

Our letter policy

The Free Press encourages and wel comes | ettersfrom readers.
L etters should be typewritten, if at all possible, and should include
atelephone number and an address.

Most importantly, all lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned
letters cannot be published.

Wereservetheright to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise,
reservetheright to reject letters deemed to be of no public interest
or considered offensiveor libelous.

Mail your comments to: Colby Free Press, 155 W. 5th St., Colby,
Kan., 67701. Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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Thereisasong ontheradio by MartinaMcBride
called | Have Been Blessed that is a song about all
the small thingsin our lives which we take for
granted.

Lately with all the negative things we seein the
news, itissometimeshardtorealizethereisgoodto
out-weigh the bad.

Many times | seethings, evenin Colby (yes our
small rural community) that break my heart. Espe-
cially after working for the school, youreally learn
toappreciateyour family. Seeingkidswhoseparents
could care less, would bring me to tears on many
occasions.

It wasn't until | wasin collegewhen | really be-
gantounderstand how truly blessed | was. | was18
years old, had two parents at home who had been
married at that time coming up on 20 years, talked
withmy parentsonnearly adaily basisandwastruly
loved and cared for.

My parents now are going to be celebrating their
28thwedding anniversary on Oct. 5. Inthisday and
age, it seemsto be becoming more and morerareto
seeacouplestay together thatlong. Evenmoreamaz-
ing, | canonly remember my parentshaving onebig
fight. Of coursewe all havelittletiffs when we be-
come annoyed with the onesweloveand | am sure
thereweremorethan just that onefight, but my par-
ents cared about our family enough to not fight in
front of my brother and |. That says so much.

In collegel met peoplewhose homelifewasless
thanideal, and no, my family isn’t the Cleavers, but
at least we care about each other above all else. It
aways seemed to amaze me when fellow students
would goweeksand sometimesmonthswithout tal k-

Michelle L.
Hawkins

® Pursuit of
a Richer Life

ing with their families. My mother jokes that we
should own a portion of AT& T, but the fact of the
matter is...sheisn’'t too far off. Even when | wasin
Baltimoreand Ft. Worth, | would call onmy commute
towork or whilegoingtothemall, or overtoafriends,
just to seewhat was going on.

Thefirst time | spent Christmas alone was more
than abig deal. | was staying in Texas and going to
spendtheholidayswithmy roommate' sfamily. They
were supposed to be traveling to lowathe day after
Christmas, but it began to snow and ice and they de-
cidedtoleaveearly. | had never felt soalone. | know
| cried most of the day and called home at | east four
orfivetimes. Itwasn’t that | wasmissingthegiftsand
festivities, it wasthat | missed being with the ones|
loved.

Time and time again | am reminded of my good
fortunewith friends. | have so many peoplethat en-
richmy life by their friendship. At one point, an“ of -
ficecolleague” saidthat they didn’'t understand how
| could tolerate having people over at my house al
thetime. Itisn't amatter of toleratingit, itisamatter
of embracing it and cherishing thetime | sharewith
my friends.

Yesthereare peopleat my houseevery night (or |
am at theirs), and yes| am very active socialy, but
that is what enhances and adds colorsto my life. |
wouldn’t want it any other way.

My grandfather, Don Hawkins, who was from
Brewster, passed away in March. Just recently, his
best friend, RossTygart al so passed away. They were
thebest of friendsand alwaystogether. At Ross' sfu-
neral,awonderful eulogy wasread about himandhis
life. A beautiful sectionwaswritten about thefriend-
ship heand my grandfather had shared. It read:

Rossand hislong-timefriend, Don Hawkins, were
afamiliar sight headingtothecountryto shoot prai-
riedogs. Don credited Rossfor giving himthe moti-
vationto continueafter hisultra-light accident sev-
eral years ago. He said Ross would come by every
day and take him out to the country or take himto
Colbyor Goodland, or onoccasion, alocal gunshow
and push himaround in awheel chair while hewas
still unableto makeit on hisown. Don returned the
favor inlater yearswhen Rossbroke hiship. Hevis-
ited himin Californiaandin Florida, always coax-
ing himinto getting out and trying tointerest himin
the computer, asan outlet and a way to get in touch
with hisfriends.

When | read this excerpt, it brought me to tears.
Having friends like these is what make our lives
worth living, and give us the satisfaction of
knowing...we have been blessed.
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Hawkinsis Family Page and Religion Page edi-
tor, and al so ageneral assignment repor ter/photog-
rapher for theColby FreePress. Her columnappears
on Tuesdays.

Stop and smell theroses

I’ vebeencoveringhighschool football in Brewster
thisyear. Like all small town newspapers, oursis
notoriously short-staffed, afact | becamewell aware
of during atwo-year stint astheonly sportsreporter
covering three high schools and a community col-
lege.

| don’t really missthe hustle of full-time report-
ing, but | likewriting and | likefootball so | volun-
teeredtocover thevarsity for theBrewster Bulldogs.
It'sonly one night aweek and | haveto admit, I'm
having fun.

Brewster plays eight-man football. If you' re not
familiar withthegame, it'svery fast. Thefieldisonly
80yards, soany big gainismagnified and amistake
can easily turninto atouchdown.

It'snot really thefootball that isthe most fun, it's
the people. Northwestern Kansasisan areaof small
towns, many of whomarestrugglingtosurviveinthe
modern farm economy, but the people arenot much
different than their ancestors.

Yes, we drive new cars, combines are computer-
ized and, for those in the big towns back east, we
haven’'t had an Indian attack in about a century.

The people still hold many of the values of rural
Americathat madeusgreat. Hardwork, honesty and
abelief in God and thenecessity of worshiparefoun-
dations of many, if not most of the townsin rural
America

Afriend of mine, wholivedinArkansasand Texas

Jay Kelley

® Speaking My
Mind
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before coming to Colby, noticed that most of the
people he met smiled and greeted him at the store,
whether they knew him or not.

“They seemed to be content,” he said.

Thereisalessoninthat for us, | think. Eveninthe
rural settings, we have many of the same problems
faced by the major urban areas. We do have crime,
and it has been reported that depression is a major
problem among agricultural workers.

Given the prices for grain and livestock, it's no
wonder, but you couldn’t tell it Friday night.

Brewster was on the road, so we werein “ enemy
country” andthe peoplewerejust asfriendly asif we
had been next-door neighbors. The senior classwas
serving barbecue pork sandwichesat the concession
stand and the boy who waited on me called mesir.

(I'm not always sure | like that sir, by the way. |
forget sometimesthat I’ m old enough to beasir!)

Withour air conditioned houses, privacy fencesand

Internet connections, we can go around the world
without leaving our homes. Theproblemiswesome-
times need to leave home and visit the neighbors.

We need to keep the attitude that makes us stop
when we see a car broken down on the highway, or
hold the door for an older person, whether we know
them or not, at the store.

Smilesaren’tout of placeinasmall townandthat's
agood thing. They shouldn’t be out of place any-
whereand | hopethey never are.

It'sniceto seethat the high school football game,
wherelocal kidsarethestars, isstill thebiggest thing
on Friday night inthe fall. On Monday morning in
many of our coffee shops, the high school is more
important than anything the NFL did.

| know weneedto keep perspective. Itis, after all,
only agame. | think most of our peopledothat. Folks
arejust asproud of their teamswhenthey’ rewinning
aswhenthey’relosing, for the most part.

Yes, we need to be aware of theworld around us
and we need to keep pacewith technol ogy and mod-
ernisn’'t necessarily bad.

A wise man once said that life was a vapor and
riches fleeting, at best. He encouraged us to slow
downand enjoy life. Good advice, | think.

A. Jay Kelley isthe evangelist for the Church of
Christin Colby, and aformer reporter for the Colby
Free Press. Hise-mail isjkelley@nwkansas.com
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