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Questions to ponder

TotheFree Pressand its Readers:

How long are you prepared to wage war and occupy conquered
countriesto establish governments acceptableto the U.S.? Do you
know your history well enough to remember that it took many years
for our U.S.A. to become arepublic with avery intricate and com-
plicated constitution designed to protect the rights of the poor and
destituteaswell astherichand powerful, agovernment of thepeople
andfor thepeople?Our ancestors/predecessorswould havelivedfor
yearsunder suppression whilethey devel oped thewill of self deter-
mination and finally in the mid 1770's began serious rebellion. It
would bemany yearslater onthisday, Sept. 17, 1887 beforetherati-
fication of our constitution. Andthen, history recordsmany longand
bitter battlesin thehallsof government and even agreat civil war to
get wherewe aretoday.

Would we have succeeded in devel oping the expertise and will
power to embark on such an unheard of experiment combining de-
mocracy and the republican form of government we now have, if a
foreign nation had comein and fought our battlesand demanded we
constitute aform of government that suited them?

Doesour constitutiongiveour leaderstheauthority toinvadeother
nations without justification? Doesjust the ‘ possibility’ of danger
really justify invasion? Canwelegitimately comparelraqwithHitler
and his alies? How many dictators must we conquer to feel safe?
We pursued theterrorist organi zationswith avengeance, with justi-
fication, and have been able to attain at |east areprieve from their
physical assault onour nation. However, havewereally wonthewar?
I'm afraid there are really no true winnersin war! We have broken
their backs and appear to have broken their connections with one
another. But, they have endaved usin fear and taken many of our
daily freedomsaway.

Shouldweinvadelragwiththeintention of overthrowingtheir gov-
ernment and establi shing onethat suitsus?Arewepreparedto spend
5,10, or even 20yearsoccupyingtheterritory until they havelearned
how to govern themselves? Are you willing to sacrifice your sons
and daughtersto such along and difficult endeavor? Can we afford
such acommitment? If we aren’t careful theterrorists and Saddam
Hussein will accomplish what Joe Stalin and his successors were
unableto do, “ Destroy usfromwithin”.

Ken Poland
Gem
(Letter #130)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispage are encouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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Invadelrag? 38 say no, 26 yes

SIXTY-FOUR peopletook part in the survey |
started earlier thismonthinthiscolumntoget aread-
ing on the question, “ Should weinvade Iraq?’ The
question generated far more responses than | had
figured. | thought if | interested two dozen peoplel
wouldbesatisfied. Nationally, Americansingeneral
aren’t yet ready to commit our uniformed men and
women to fight Saddam Hussein. Free Press read-
ersechothat sentiment. Of the 64, 38 said NOtoin-
vading Iraq and 26 said Y ES. From the outset, the
NOvoicesstepped outinfront and managedto main-
tain the lead. We' ve heard from readersin the fol-
lowing areas: St. Francis, McDonald, Atwood,
Kanorado, Goodland, Brewster, Colby, Gem,
Rexford, Hoxie, Oakley, Winona, Monument,
Sharon Springs, Wallace, Burlington, Colo.,
Victoria, WaK eeney, Quinter. What was striking
about theresult wasthefact that thisisall pretty much
“Bush Country” but the President’s support for an
invasionisn’t what would have been expected.

Some of the comments, sincethelast column, in-
cluded:

V*No, no, no — athousand times no. Wars do
nothing but causemoral and financial bankruptcy.”
(anonymous)

V*Yes, (anonymous)

V*My vote about an Irag invasion isNO. | think
our country should continue to be a peace seeking
country.” (Thewriter gavehisnamebut didn’tindi-
cateif it could be used)

V“No.” (anonymous, but did give her name)

V“No.” (Ken Poland of Gem, by telephone, and
who also emailed a letter to the Free Press which
appearsin the Letter Drop column on this page to-
day)

V*I agree with Henry Siebert. Saddam has side
stepped the UN Security Council’s conditions
since theend of the Gulf War in 1991. If it takeswar
to make him comply, then God help him. So put me
downfora'YES vote.” (Terry Hoft)

VA Colby husband and wife write: “Please put
downtwo ' no’ votes. Wewonder why al thisenergy
to convince everyone to go to war with Iraqg, isn't
being used to find bin Laden once and for all? We
aren’tfinishedinAfghanistan... why arewestarting
inlrag?Andif nuclear weaponsarethefear, what's
thenext target? North K orea? | ndia? Pakistan?And
who gave us the right? God? The November elec-
tion? Lots of scary questions and too few answers.
Let’snot gotoreal WAR so uninformed. Thank you
for doing this!” (anonymous)

4 | Tom Dreiling
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VA NO response from Steve Sheridan of Oakley
included anote, in part that reads: “ One of my clos-
est friendshasvisited thelraguian peoplefor thelast
10 years, bringing to the poor children of Irag who
are suffering the most because of the lack of neces-
sary medicine and because of the ungodly sanctions
against the poor children of Irag. Theimportant an-
swer to your question iswhat action would Jesus do
and because | am claiming to be a Christian than my
actionsmust reflect theloveof Jesus‘to pray for and
love my enemies,’ to practice the spiritual and cor-
poral worksof mercy. Awar against Iragwill not hurt
Saddam, only the poor people of Irag who are not
Saddam’s friends. | pray and work and hope and
dream of Christ’speace, mercy andjusticeeveryday
of my lifehereontheLord’ s Earth.”

Thankstoall of youwho responded by telephone,
by email, by regular mail, by stopping mein stores,
on the street, even after Sunday mass or coming by
the office. It was good of each of you to taketimeto
become involved. Now, stay tuned to the national
debate and see what direction Mr. Bush takes— to
wagewar or not.

ON THE lighter side...

Jacobis85and Rebeccais79andall excited about
their decision to get married. They go for astroll to
discuss the wedding and on the way go past adrug-
store. Jacob suggeststhat they goin. Headdressesthe
man behind the counter:

“Areyoutheowner?’

The pharmacist answers, “ Yes.”

Jacob: “Do you sell heart medication?’

Pharmacist: “Of coursewedo.”

Jacob: “How about medicinefor circulation?’

Pharmacist: “All kinds.”

Jacob: “Medicinefor rheumatism?’

Pharmacist: “ Definitely.”

Jacob: “How about Viagra?’

Pharmacist: “Of course.”

Jacob: “Medicinefor memory?’

Pharmacist: “Yes, alargevariety.”

Jacob: “What about vitaminsand sleeping pills?’

Pharmacist: “ Absolutely.”

Jacob: “ Perfect! We' dliketo register herefor our
wedding gifts.”

| WATCHED with interest the debate between
Scott Ritter, former U.S. weaponsinspector, and the
host of Talk Back Live, Arthel Neville (spelling is
suspect) on Tuesday afternoon’sshow and it wasn't
very pretty. Ritter chewed her upand spit her out anc
I think it got the best of her. In my opinion, sheisnot
much of ahost and much less a debater. She abso-
lutely cameintothat debatewithout any preparation.
Lightweight, at best. Audience reaction seemed to
sidewith Ritter.

But that’s pretty much what cabletalk shows are
all about—firing fromthehip, instead of helip. But
what elseisnew.

HAVE you been watching that goofy television
commercia showing the guys with burning faces
after shaving? One putsthe garden hoseto hisface,
another drowns hisface in abowl of milk, and an-
other usesafireextinguisher! What intheworld are
they shaving with? A pocket knife? A pitch fork? A
floor sander?

I’ ve been shaving for more years than alot of
people have even been around and |’ ve never come
way withmy facefeeling likel needed thelocal fire
department to give merelief.

HAPPY Birthday to...

Sept. 18 — Jennifer Selby

Sept. 19 — Joel Ohlrogge, L acee Cooper, Kelly
Sloan, Samantha Shannon

HAPPY Anniversary to...

Sept. 18— Curtis& LoraineBerry

Sept. 19 — Bernard & Treasa Baker, Willard &
Maxine Moore

Congratulations!

Call usa462-3963 or email td@nwkansas.comtc
haveyour special day mentioned. Also, please keep
us advised of any changes (deaths, name changes,
etc.) sowecanmaintainaccuracy withthiscalendar.
Thanks, for your cooperation!

HAVE agood evening!

*kkkk

Dreilingispublisher of the FreePress. Hiscolumn
appearsWednesdays and Fridays.

NoO need to overreact

| recently returned from atwo-day Chronic Wast-
ing Disease (CWD) Symposium held in Denver. It
wasavery informativeworkshopandit providedthe
most up to dateinformationonthiswildlifedisease.
| would liketo devoteacolumnto someof theinfor-
mation provided at this symposium.

First off, Chronic Wasting Disease is not a new
disease. It has been around since the 1960s when it
wasfirstidentified andit may havebeenaroundlong
beforethat, nobody really knows. Itisoneformof a
series of diseasescalled Transmissible Spongiform
Encephal opathies. Probably the most widely publi-
cized and known is Bovine Spongiform Encephal -
opathy or mad cow disease. Scrapiein sheepisan-
other TSE form, asis Cruetzfeldt-Jakob disease in
humans. These TSE diseases are a group of fatal
transmissibleneurodegenerativedisordersthat affect
the brain and central nervous system.

ChronicWasting Diseasebegan asan obscuredis-
ease in Colorado and has expanded to affect free-
ranging and farmed big game animalsin a number
of locationsthroughout thecentral U.S. and Canada.
Theendemic area(theareawherethediseasereally
started) is northeastern Colorado and southeastern
Wyoming. Inthe endemic areaof Colorado, thein-
fectionrateaveragesabout 5 percentinthemul edeer
population andlessthan 1 percentintheelk popula
tion. Observed trends suggest both prevalence and
distribution of CWD in mule deer has slowly in-
creased over the last decade in northeastern Colo-
rado. In Wyoming, the prevalence of the diseasein
the endemic area was 12 percent in mule deer, 16
percent in white-tailed deer, and lessthan 3 percent
inelk. Whilethedisease appearsto beexpandingits
rangewithinWWyoming, annual prevalencerateshave
not increased.

Chronic Wasting Disease has been identified in
free-ranging cervids(elk anddeer) inonly four other
states and one Canadian province, which include
Nebraska, South Dakota, Wisconsin, New Mexico,
and Saskatchewan. This disease has also been de-
tected in farmed animals (game farms) but only in

Tommie Berger

® Of Interest
to Hunters

elk. Todate, no positivedeer havebeentested onany
gamefarmsexcept for deer trapped in fenced enclo-
suresbuilt for elk farming. Thefirst detectionin the
U.S. of Chronic Wasting Diseasein farmed animals
wasin 1997 in an elk herd in South Dakota. Since
then the disease has been identified in 22 additional
farmed elk herds in 6 states to include Colorado,
Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and South
Dakota.

Someof thesituations of the CWD contamination
infree-ranging deer and elk can bedirectly linked to
adjacent game farm contamination while several in
Wisconsin and New Mexico cannot yet belinked to
any direct source of contamination.

Becausethisdiseasehasspreadtothewesternslope
of theRockiesand east of theMississippi River, ithas
garnered alot of attention and many state and Fed-
eral agenciesareinvolvedinsurveillanceandtesting
programsto monitor the continued spread of CWD.
Currently, theonly reliabletest for thedi seaserequires
brain or brain stem tissue which in turn requiresthe
animal to be dead.

Thereareonly afew labsin the country set up for
CWD testing and therefore, testing of largenumbers
of animalsis limited and turn around times are
lengthy. Thecost of thetestsarereasonablein price
and more testing facilities are being put on line as
quickly asthey can. It appearsthat in 2002, reason-
abletestingavailability may beaproblembut by hunt-
ing seasons2003they expect thesituationtobemuch
better. Research on better testing methods, live ani-
mal testing, field testing kits, and the like are ongo-

ing at arapid pace.

Research has been conducted and continues in
regardstotransmissibility of CWD tohumans. Sheep
scrapie has been around for centuries and there has
never been acase documented of it being passed on
to ahuman.

However, the transmission of BSE to humansin
Europe (causing avariant form of CJD) has created
aconcern about possible transmission of CWD to
humans. Laboratory testsshow that CWD actssimi-
lar to BSE in cultures but investigation found no
strong evidencefor acasual link between CWD and
any of the CJD illnessin patientsto date, even those
who regularly consumed venison. One interesting
note, in Britain, 60 million people were exposed to
BSE and at this point in time only 120 people have
died from the disease. That isavery low infection
ratel

The one primary point that | got out of this sym-
posium wasto keep thisdiseasein prospective. Al-
though not new, thereis alot still unknown about
CWD. But, therearealot of other wildlife diseases
out there that we have learned to live with that can
affect us: brucellosis, bovine tuberculosis, round-
worm, sylvatic plague, rabies, hanta-virus, etc.

We mange risk every day. Just think about what
riskswetakeevery timewego hunting: wemight get
killedinanautoaccident, wemight get shot, wemight
cut ourselves with our hunting knife or broadhead,
wemight fall and break our neck, we might drown.
All of theserisks might be ahigher probability than
contracting CWD from an elk or deer we eat.

So, youmight ask, shouldwebeconcerned? Sure,
weneedto bevigilant and cautiousbut letsnot over-
react.

*kkk*k

Leonard Hopper, with the Kansas Department of
WiIdlife and Parks, based in Colby, submitted this
columnwritten by TommieBerger, fisherieshiol ogist
also with Wildlife and Parks at W son Reservoir.
Hopper said he believed the information would be
of interest to area deer hunters.



