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Hold their feet to the fire

To TheFreePress:

GeorgeWashingtonsignedthebill establishingthe Supreme
Court (TheJudiciary Act of 1789) on Sept.24,1789. That same
day hepresented to the Senate hisappointeestofill theseats. It
only took the Senate two days to confirm those appointees.
WOW! |t takes months and we never seemtofill all the posi-
tions needed to protect society today.

Look at what partisan politics, special interest groups, and
personalitieshavedonetotheprocess. Granted, wehavemany
morethan thesix positionsonthefirst tribunal tofill. Our liti-
gious society hasmadeit necessary to establish acomplicated
structure that requires hundreds of lesser courts to handle all
the appeals. The courts have become pro activein attempting
to preempt the authority of the legislatures and in effect have
written laws by mandate.

National, state, andlocal administrationshavepreemptedthe
legidlative process, and thus the people, in giving themselves
more and more authority to act behind closed doors and keep
their advisorsand deliberationsunknown. Open meeting laws
havehel ped, but admini strativedecisionsarenot subject toopen
meetings.

The ultimate and final appeal isin the election booth. If we
continueto elect incompetent, non productive, oneissue can-
didatestofill our legislatures and elected boardswewill con-
tinueto havemore of thesameback login our courtsand stale-
matesin the legislatures. When we make our selection on the
singlebasisof nonew taxes, evol ution/creation, abortion, guns/
no guns, immigration/illegals, etc. wewill find ourselvesfac-
ing the same problems next year and in the yearsto come.

L ook at and study theissuesbefore society and demand that
your candidatesdecl arethemsel vesontheissuesinstead of side
tracking thoseissues and merely pointing out the failuresand
incompetenceof their opponents. Don’tallow themtofindonly
one or two highly emotional issuesand find radical groupsto
campaignthoseissuesfor them. Call themtoaccount whenthey
attempt to ride in on the coat tails of legislative actions that
proved popul ar, evenwhenthey had very littleinputinthedraft-
ing of those bills.

Ken Poland
Gem
(Letter #134)

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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Definitely wasn't a lost weekend

Wild. Crazy. Spontaneous.

Yes, itall describesmy weekend. | amsogladthat
| am young and free. At times | hear people holler
about beingsingleand all thebad thingsthat gowith
it, butwhat i ssometimesforgottenisall thegoodthat
goeswithit, mainly...freedom.

| am surethere are wonderful things about being
married and having afamily, and oneday hopefully
I will get to enjoy thosethings, but for now, | want to
enjoy the excitement that goeswith singlelife.

When you are married there is always another
person to consult and think about before any major
decisionismade. A few yearsback | realized that |
should behappy beingwherel am. Noonetoanswer
to but myself.

| am ableto spend my money wherel want and on
thethingsthat | want, go where | want to go, come
homewhen | seefit, and never worry about cooking
abalanced meal.

Infear of sounding selfish, hear meout onthisone.

Friday evening, | had just come home from the
office and was sitting on the couch pondering the
weekendandwonderingif therewasanythingreally
important that needed to be done (besideslaundry).
My dear friend came in and suggested that we go
away for theweekendto“ seesomesights.” All of us
who have grown up in Northwest Kansas realize
thereisn'tagreat deal to see. He, being fromanother
country, wantsto seeit all.

We looked over the map and searched for an in-
teresting destination, outside of Colorado, sincewe
havealready taken several tripsinthat direction. As
theNebraskamapwasscanned, wesoonrealizedthat
unlessweweretakingatriptoalake, the Cornhusker
Statewould not be our location of retreat.

Aswe started to branch out a bit, the South Da-
kota map was opened, and Mt. Rushmore popped
right out of the page. Yep, you got it, by 7 p.m. on
Friday night, thecar wasgassed up and ready to meet
the presidents.

Although| guesstherearemany waysyou cango,
we decided Highway 83 all the way through Ne-

What's

One of the good things about the stock market
coming back downto Earthafter aprolonged bubble
isthat it leads people to question other misconcep-
tions about the economy. When stock prices were
soaringweheard all kindsof nonsenseabout a“ new
economy,” technol ogical revolutions, and profit pro-
jectionsthat were just too miraculousto betrue.

The standard litany about the wonders of global-
ization could bethenext myththat isripefor debunk-
ing. For decades we have been told that increasing
global tradeand investment wasgreat for everyone,
with the exception of someinevitable“losers’ who
would hopefully retrainfor new jobs(perhapsinthe
“new economy.”)

Liketheinvestment adviserswho hawked Enron
and WorldCom stocks asthey were heading toward
disaster, most of the" experts’ onglobalizationhave
long been avoiding thereal numbers.

For starters: The real median wagein 1973 was
$12.45 per hour (measuredin 2000 dollars). In 2000
it was about $12.90. Considering that the U.S.
economy grew by 72 percent (per person) duringthat
period, somebody got shafted.

Sincethemedianisby definitionthemiddleof the
wageladder, that somebody includesthemajority of
employeesintheUnited States— not just thetextile
or steel workers who have been hit directly by for-
eign competition.

Anyonewho isold enough to have lived through
the 1950s, ' 60s, and ' 70s knows that it was not un-

| Michelle L.
Hawkins
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braskawouldbetheeasiest. Thisisall assuming that
youwon't fall asleep at thelack of scenery.

Might | suggest asmall traveling tip for all inter-
ested in taking this trek, make sure if you see agas
station — fill up. | normally am one of those who
doesn’tfill upuntil thegaslight hasbeenonfor at least
tenmiles.

Asweweredrivingthrough North Platte, Neb., my
car, Maggie, wassittingonhalf atank. Surely noneed
to stop. My friend had been looking at the map and
told me that it looked pretty barren and we really
shouldfill up sinceit wasafter 10 p.m.

We filled up and boy am | glad we did, thereis
NOTHINGfor 126 milesuntil wereached Valentine,
Neb. | say nothing, but really therewereafew things,
hills, road kill, an occasional wild dog, and | am sure
| saw the original 30-point-buck (Paul Heskett - |
swear | wassober when | saw it!) Actually thefunni-
estthingwesaw inthat nearly two hour stretch of road
wasalimousine. Whowouldhirealimousinetodrive
them through nowhere? ?

Anyway, wegot up early and drovetherest of the
way toMt. Rushmore. Itwasraininglightly whenwe
gotthere. Wetoured around and spent about two hours
therewalking around. For photo buffslikeourselves,
itisamagnificent sight! Thereisawalkingtour with,
| swear, about sevenmillion stepsthat takesyou closer
around themonument. Wetook thewal k/hikeand by
theend, it was pouring down rain.

We got inthe car and headed down theroad to the
Crazy Horse Monument. Of course by thispoint, the
rainhad now turnedto snow, but weweredetermined

towait for the weather to clear enough to be abletc
seethe monument.

For those who have never even heard of Crazy
Horse, itiseven better than Mt. Rushmore. Itisonly
about 20 milessouthwest of Mt. Rushmore, near the
town of Custer, S.D. Still in progress, the entire
mountain is being carved into areplica of Crazy
Horse pointing out over theland. It isbeautiful and
absolutely amazing to see how hugeit is. They say
the heads of Mt. Rushmore could fit four wide just
acrosshisarm.

We had only been there ashort timewhen the sun
startedto peek out of thecloudsand giveusfull view
of themountain. Thestoryisamazingand| don'thave
thespaceortimetotellital, buttheprojectwasorigi-
nally started in 1948, by the scul ptor, Korczak
Ziolkowski. Heworked for 20 years on the project
by himself withajackhammer. Nowthatiswhat | call
vision!

TherehavebeenacoupleshowsontheDiscovery
Channel about it, but for picturesand therest of the
amazing story, check out the website:
www.crazyhorse.org. It isworth the surfing!

On the way back, we took a detour through Alli-
ance, Neb. to seeCar-Henge. Itisan artist rendition
of Stone-Henge, but only madeout of old cars. Quite
theuniquesite.

Well, along trip short, we madeit back to Col by,
41 hoursand 1,000 miles|later, by noon on Sunday.
My dad had his50th birthday and we spent the after-
noon celebrating. (Happy Birthday Dad, | loveyou!)

| guess| havenever really thought about it, but as
| have been sharing about my adventure, | am hear-
ing more and more people say that they have never
beenuptheretovisit. If you are one of those peopl e
—GO. Itissowaorthit, and | havefound out...it can
be donein aweekend.

Hawkinsis Family Page and Religion Page edi-
tor, and al so ageneral assignment reporter/photog-
rapher for theColby FreePress. Her columnappear s
on Tuesdays.

this globalization talk?

Mark Weisbrot

® Another
Viewpoint

common for atypical wage-earner to buy a house,
support afamily, and even put the kids through col -
lege with just oneincome. That doesn’t happen any
more, andthesestatisticsareanother way of express-
ing America'schanged reality.

Interestingly, almost all of the research by econo-
mistsshowsthat our openinguptoforeigntradecon-
tributed tothismassiveredistribution of income. The
only question is: How much? Even if we take the
smaller estimatesof how muchredistributionwasdue
toincreased trade— not to mention U.S. firmsmov-
ing productionoverseas—itiseasy toshow that about
three-quarters of the U.S. labor force has suffered a
net loss dueto globalization.

Thistakesinto account (as do the above numbers
onthereal medianwage) al thecheap DVD and CD
players, clothing, and other consumer goodsthat we
now import from overseas. For the vast majority of
Americans, the losses from globalization have out-
weighed the gains, in strictly economic terms.

This should not be surprising, since our political
leadershave madeit their mission for morethan 3C
years to rewrite the rules of global commerce (for
exampl e, insuch agreementsastheNorth American
Free Trade Agreement or the World Trade Organi-
zation) in ways that give corporations more power
and workersless.

What about thedevel opingworld?Unfortunately
theofficial, undisputed numberstell avery different
story here, too, than the onewe have heard from the
cheerleaderson TV. The growth of income per per-
soninthelow and middle-incomecountriesdropped
sharply over thelast 20 years.

If we compare the last two decades (1980-2000)
to the previous 20 years (1960-1980), we find that
theseeconomiesadvanced by lessthanhalf their prior
rate of growth.

Asaresult of thisslower economic growth, most
devel oping countriesal so saw reduced progressover
thelast 20 yearsin such areasaslife expectancy, in-
fant and child mortality, literacy, and education.

Thislong experiment in corporate-led globaliza-
tion hasbeen afailure, at homeand abroad. Aswith
theend of the* new economy,” itistimetofaceuptc
thefacts.

Mark Weisbrot is co-director of the Center for
Economicand Policy ResearchinWashington D.C.
For moreinformation, visit: www.cepr.net. Feedback
to td@nwkansas.com.

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau

MANSION PEOPLE ARE
EVIL! MANSION PEO
PLE ARE EVIL!

HEY! /TS NOT THAT aMALE!
WHAT ABOUT FROPERTY
RIGHTS? WHAT ABOUT
SANITATION? WHAT
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