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So, who is at fault?

To TheFreePress:

Withreferencetotheletter writtenby Max & KatieMelvin, | would
liketo comment.

It seemsthat some people would liketo take the focus off of Dr.
(Victor 1) Hildyardfor hisconduct that created thiswholemessand
make a scapegoat out of the hospital board and CEO.

It should betheresponsibility of aprofessional to act in aprofes-
sional way that would not create havoc around him to the point of
having to lose personnel and other professional sin thiscommunity
because of his actions. Keeping the harmony at Citizens Medical
Center should be the responsibility of the ones working with each
other, not theresponsibility of thehospital board and CEO. Further-
more, if Dr. Hildyard had been acting toward other staff members
and employeesthiswould never have occurred to start with. Some-
onefinaly had the gutsto fileacomplaint against him, but yet heis
the poor abused boy, it isevery one else'sfault.

Someof theother peopl einthiscommunity whodonot doctor with
him would like to be ableto keep their doctorstoo. Unprofessional
conduct toward the other doctors by Dr. Hildyard has caused usto
lose ours. What is the difference, yours or ours? He may be agood
doctor, we have never doctored with him, and all | know about how
fineaphysician heisisthrough situations that have occurred with
friendsand colleaguesthat | haveassociatedwithinthepast 20 years.

Thehospital board hasnot divided thiscommunity. Placetheblame
where it belongs, on Dr. Hildyard and admit it was because of the
unprofessiona way hehasacted through theyearsthat we have had
such aturnover of doctorsin thiscommunity.

Don'ttry to makeaSaint out of thissituation where Dr. Hildyard
isconcerned. When hecan divideabody of water instead of theway
he hasdivided thiscommunity, then | will help you sing hispraises.

Rulesarerulesand after all rules were broken evenlittle boysin
school whenthey mishehavehaveto bereprimanded and takerespon-
sibility for their actions. About time Dr. Hildyard took responsibil-
ity for hisactionsinstead of trying to place the blame on everyone
else. He caused thismessand heistheonethat can undoit by admit-
ting that he has been unprofessional and clean up hisact.

| am sureif you would stop to analyze this whole situation, you
would surely realize that thiswas a professional decision and not a
personal vendetta.

JoyceDean
Colby
(Letter #135)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageare encouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com or pdecker @nwkansas.com.
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The answer is in your checkbook

WE SHOUL D be thinking about winter and all
the fun and excitement it brings. Skiing comes
quickly to mind — that isif you like to ski or trust
yourself on those things. Infront of meissomein-
formation onegenerally doesn’'t equatewithwinter.
Like carnivals. Those outdoor kind of things you
pretty much placein summer’sbox. But specifically
| amlookingat someinformationthat hasalocal link
— something they call ahome-owned carnival.

Inour midstisan organization dedicated—and it
really takes dedication, folks — to seeing the real -
ization of a home-owned carnival. Their goal is
ambitious, to say theleast. But gatheringup theele-
mentsthat comprise ahome-owned carnival aren’t
cheap, but we are fortunate to have some of these
kinds of individualsin the community who are fo-
cused on attaining thisgoal .

The Thomas County Amusement Association is
up and running in its quest to put together — ride-
by-ride — acarnival to aid the annual Thomas
County Fair andfor possibleuseat other timesinthe
year. The organization’sgoal isto develop ahome-
owned carnival for thepeopleof ThomasCounty and
the surrounding communities. They inviteall of us
to provide input and support as volunteers and/or
contributors.

Asanexecutiveboard and membership body, they
have established the following fund-raising goals:
by Dec. 31, 2002, $150,000; by June 30, 2003,
$300,000. Themoney generated throughtheir fund-
raisingdrivewill beused to purchase needed equip-
ment, and resources for the carnival and gaming
booths. At thistimethey planto purchase used rides
and refurbish them as other home-owned carnivals
have done.

Carnival ridegoalsincludes: 2003— 6 ridesplus
game booth; 2004 — add 2 rides and add games,
2005 — add 2 rides and add games.

Didyou know...anew carnival-typeride can cost
as much as $200,000 or more? Did you know...it
takes a community to create a home-owned carni-
val and to make it successful? Did you know...a
home-owned carnival creates community history?
Did you know...you can help?

Tom Dreiling

e My
Turn

Just thought today would be the day | give a
“thumbs up” to thisgroup of guysand gals.

| DON'T havethefoggiest ideahow fundsin ex-
isting accounts work, but inasmuch as the carnival
bunchisacommunity-mindedand spirited outfit,and
becausetheir effort isstrictly community — not per-
sonal —whether someof thedollarsinplaceslikethe
drug money account couldn’t maybe be used as an
incentive for other organizations and individualsto
contribute. Inother wordsperhapsthedrug cash could
bedoled out on adollar-for-dollar basis. That might
spark othersto dig deep. Worth atry — if it can be
used in that manner.

HAT Soff tomy favoriteon-air tel evision person-
ality — Michael Schwanke. Hehasbeen selected —
and a good selection it is— as weekend anchor at
KWCH-TV/Wichita (channel 11 on our cable sys-
tem). He'sbeen at the station several years now and
hispresenceinfront of thecameraislegend. Youcan
catch him on Saturdays and Sundays. Charlie and
Debbie Schwanke are his parents.

THAT Vioxx commercial on the tube certainly
doesn’t do for mewhat it doesfor the*actors' inthe
commercial. The one that is a particular rub isthe
‘older’ gent who gets out of bed early and takes his
dog along to meet hisbuddies. He stepsright along
like he’s got springsin his feet and tosses that stick
forthedogtofetchlikehe' d never ever had adversity
in his limbs before. And that song, “Oh beautiful
morning....” isenoughtodrivemeupawall. | amup
often early to do my walking — quietly so asnot to

disturbtheneighbors. Vioxx works, but thecommer-
cial seemsto exaggeratetheresullt.

AND wouldyoubelievecaffeinesoap?Yea, guess
that’sthelatest thing. Notimefor coffeeinthemorn-
ing?Lather up with caffeine.

HAPPY Birthday to...

Sept. 25 — Justin Dice, Murray Adrian, Jake
Cersovsky, Kaylin Wiens, Robert Tubbs

Sept. 26 — AngieHarris, Chuck Heinrich

HAPPY Anniversary...

Sept. 25— Duane & Ethel Jean Woofter

t. 26 — Don & Anne Guilfoyle

Congratulations!

Call usat 462-3963 or email td@nwkansas.com
tohaveyour specia day mentioned. And pleasekeey
usinformed of any changes. Thanks, for your help!

A MAN lost two buttons from his shirt and put
themin hispants pocket. But the pocket had ahole,
so the buttons fell into his shoe. Unfortunately, the
shoesolea sohadahole, sohelostthebuttons. Since
pocketswith holes, holeswithout buttons, and shoe
soleswith holes are usel ess, the man ripped the but-
tonholesout of hisshirtand thepocket from hispants
and tossed them in thetrash along with the soles of
hisshoes. After lookinginamirror at theholesinhis
clothing, hedecidedtotosshisclothesinthetrashas
well. A policemanobservedall thisand asked theman
for identification. Theman produced adocument that
he was an ordained minister of the gospel. So, of
course, the policeman promptly escorted him to &
mental institution. The minister protested strongly,
asking why hewasreceiving such unjust treatment.
“L ook, it'sthe best place for you now,” the police-
manreplied. “ Anyoneclaimingtobeapreacher, but
whodoesn't savesouls or wear holy clotheshasprob-
ably lost hisbuttons.”

HAVE agood evening!

*kkk*k

Dreilingispublisher of the FreePress. Hiscolumn
appearsWednesdays and Fridays.

Time for national health care

| am a community advocate for national health
care, everybody in, nobody out. | never ceaseto be
amazed at the burden placed upon seniors, low-in-
comepeopleandworking peoplethat hasresultedin
these segments of the population losing faithin the
ability of thoseinchargetorespondtotheir problems,
further resulting in the lowest voter turnout of any
major country in theworld.

Meanwhile, the rich and multi-national corpora-
tionsare pouring billionsof dollarsintothepolitical
process, andintobothmajor political parties. Believe
it or not, thecampaign contributionsyield thegreat-
est rate of return of any investment in theland.

Theaobviousresultisthat many candidateswhoare
€elected end up being moreconcerned about pleasing
their wealthy benefactorsthanrepresentingtheneeds
of working people, children, theel derly andthepoor.

It is no accident that while pharmaceutical com-
panies donate huge sums of money to the political
process, American citizens pay by far the highest
pricesintheworldfor prescriptiondrugs. Thosesame
companiesand their political donations ensure that
the United States remains the only industrialized
nationthat doesnot haveanational program provid-
ing health carefor al.

Aswritten by HansReimer: “Welivein asociety
whereworkers between the ages of 19-29 aretwice
aslikely to haveno healthinsurance coverageasei-
ther children or older adults. If our economy by it-
self is unable to increase the availability of health

Alfred Shaiken

® Another
Viewpoint

workerswill either haveto gowithout needed careor
the government will haveto change public policy.”

Whether through strong incentivesor apure man-
date to provide benefits, 12 million young workers
need their government to take aggressive stepsin
order torestorehealthinsurancetothelow-wagejob
market. Every person shouldbeabletolead aproduc-
tivelife and should be given that chance.

It'snot amatter of charity. It should beamatter of
obligation and conscience.

Welivein asociety without anational health care
system, inwhich apersonwholosesalegtodiabetes
can get an amputation, but not theinsulin to manage
the disease before needing the amputation; in which
achild goes deaf ssimply because that child has the
misfortuneto lack clear immigration status and has
nohealthcare; inwhichapersonscreamingwithpain
from metastasi zed cancer getspain medicationfrom
the ER but nothing more. Every case mentioned is
obscene.

over aPatients Bill of Rightsthat will havevirtually
noimpact onour health caresystem. Worse, thisleg-
islation will be passed off as adequate health care
reform.

To break this barrier, our leaders need to hear re-
sounding voices echoing throughout the land, de-
manding health careand socia justicefor all!

Itistimeto demand pricecontrolsbeplaced onthe
pharmaceutical companies. If thisweredone, seniors
would not haveto choose between paying rent, buy-
ing food, or filling their prescriptions.

We have the wealth and resources today to end
poverty, and to make health care available for al.
What weneed, inadditiontotheresources, isarock-
hard resolve to get the job done.

Let'sfaceit— social justicedoesn’t comeeasily.
Power concedes nothing without ademand.

Itistimetomobilizeand organize. It istimeto get
out from behind the barricades and make our voi ces
and demandsheard. Our frustrationsand di sappoint-
ments must be set aside— it isour responsibility to
jointogether andwork for anational health planthat
provideshealth carefor all, that fitsthe needs of all:
aprogram that leaves no one behind and resultsin
100 percent coveragefor al.

*kkk*k

Alfred Shaiken isaretired chief financial officer
and the current vice-president of Connecticut Call
To Action — Health Care For All. Hise-malil is:
alneshaiken@snet.net. Feedback to

coverage in the entry-level job market, thenyoung ~ Our leaders are not listening. They are quibbling  td@nwkansas.com.
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