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Goodland hospital cares

To The FreePress:

Following our mother’s surgery in Hays, my sister and | were looking
forwardto bringing her hometo our own hospital andtothecareof thedoctor
she hasknown for the past twenty years.

Unfortunately, that was not to be, as this was the day Dr. Hildyard was
barred from seeing his patientsin Citizens Medical Center. Of course we
werevery uneasy about thewhol esituation, but we' dlikeeveryonetoknow
(especially those patientsof Dr. Hildyard who may end up in the same pre-
dicament) how our dilemmaturned into avery gratifying experience.

M other was picked up in Haysby the Sherman County EM Sand hurried
to the Goodland Regional Medical Center. There, she received the most
attentive and loving care. The nurses and staff were constantly at her side
and Dr. Hildyard cameto see her every day, even though her progresswas
so good that really wasn't necessary.

And so, if the administrator and board of trustees of Citizens Medical
Center think it’sbetter to run ahospital with empty bedsthanto allow cer-
tain doctorsto seetheir patientsthere, Goodland Regional Medical Center
doesagreat job of makingyouandyour loved onecomfortable. I1t’sonly 30
minutes away by interstate, and Goodland al so hasanice bowling alley.

Sincerely,

Jean Her bel and JaniceHanna
Colby
(L etter #136)

Shame on you!

To The FreePress:

| find that your publication of the person’s name victimized by alocal
physiciantobetotally irresponsibleand well outsidetheboundsof respon-
siblejournalism! Isit that you are so desperate for news that you would
jeopardizethewell being of that person? (or are you not aware of the vari-
ousthreatsthat have been made against individuals). Your conduct can be
likenedto atabloid that haslittleregardfor theprivacy or individual rights
of thepersonwhoisthevictiminthiscase.

Noother news publicationthat | haveread (fromother “competing” news-
papers) hasincluded her name. Thisislike publishing the name of arape
victim so her attacker has access to her address and potentially can attack
her again.

| alsofinditinteresting that Mr. (Tom) Dreiling iscomplaining bitterly
about information being madeavailableto other “ competing” publications
before he has access to them. Did it occur to either of you (Patty Decker,
editor) that your presentati on of theinformationinthepast appears to carry
adecidedly “Hildyard” dlant on the facts and that articles that have been
presented to you supporting the hospital have been omitted from your pa-
per?Didit occur toyou “how” the protesterswho appeared at the hospital
found out that the board was meeting?

Asonereader suggested, thereisalwaysmoretothestory than oneside!
Itisashamethat you havechosento beignorant of thevery rulesthat facili-
ties such as Citizens Medical Center have in place to deal with patients,
employeesand physiciansand that by |aw, those proceedings must be kept
confidential. And why isthat? Because an investigation had to be done so
that all partieswould be protected . . .and that included Dr. Hildyard.

Now that the publisher hasthesameinformationasa“ competing” news-
paper, whereisit being reported in the Colby Free Press? Or are you wait-
ing for some other “light to dawn” beforeyou publishit?

I think youandyour publicationhavedone a great disservicetotheColby
community by being so pro-Hildyard and not so pro-fact. Itislikely that we
will not renew our subscriptioninthefuture. Other community papers seem
to present theinformation in amuch more unbiased manner.

Shameonyou!

PaulaM cDaniel
Colby
(Letter #137)
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There Is some good news, too

Since we have adisputein Colby — of hospital
employees vs. a physician — and with regular pa-
tientswatching (scarcely inapositionto bereferee-
ing), aColby outsider would observethat thereisa
lack of nurses and attendants aswell as doctorsfor
the number of patients needing care.

For pati entsabl eto pay and patientsnot abl eto pay
Citizens Medical center, one wonders how many
hospital liethisaregoingout of businessintheUnited
Statesand indeed, in Kansas.

The good newsisthat President SignsL egisla-
tion to Stem Nur se Shortage.

On Aug. 1, President Bush signed into law the
Nurse Reinvestment Act that eases the nationwide
shortageof registered nurses, currently estimated at
125,000 and expected to grow to asmuch as500,000
by 2020.

The bill, which the National Committee to Pre-
serve Social Security and Medicare strongly sup-
ported, establishesaNational Nurse Service Corps
that provides scholarshipsand loansto nursing stu-
dents who agree to serve after graduation for two
yearsinahospital withacritical shortageof nurses;
expandsloan-repayment programs; givesloan-can-
cellationincentivestonurseswhoreceivesmaster's
or doctoral degreesto teach at nursing schools; and
offers nurses continuing education, geriatric train-
ing, “ career ladder” program and job advancement,
and internship and mentor programs.

Read the following with one caveat — | am a
Democrat.

The good news above was sent to me by Barbara

Edna Hatcher
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B.Kenndlly, Presidentand CEO of theNational Com-
mitteeto Preserve Social Security andMedicare. The
followingisalsoin her report to me asamember of
the Leadership Circle.

Health careProvider “ GiveBack” Bill Expected

Higher Reimbur sementsfor

Doctors, Nursing Homes

Senate Mgjority Leader Tom Daschle (D-SD) is
expected to introduce legislation in September that
would*“ giveback” health careproviderssomeof the
money Medicarehasbeen“taking away” since1997
by cutting reimbursementstodoctors, hospitals, nurs-
ing homes and others who provide health care to
Medicareenrollees. Thereductionswereputinplace
inthe 1997 Balanced Budget Act aspart of effortsto
trim Medicare spending by $115 billion. Providers
have been complaining reimbursement cuts are too
severe and affect patient care. Many experts say the
cuts were necessary to keep Medicare financially
sound and thefederal budget in check.

Medicare will increase payments to hospitals for
hospital sstayshby 2.95 percent, beginning Oct.. 1, as

part of itsannual reimbursement update. Each year,
Medicare updates the rate to reflect changesin the
cost of goods and services used by hospitals. As e
result of thispaymentincrease, M edicareisexpected
to pay approximately $88 hillion in 2003 to about
4,230 acute care hospitalsfor inpatient stays.

Medicare also will increase paymentsto nursing
homesby 2.6 percent, or $400 million, infiscal year
2003. But nursing home will still end up with less.
That’ sbecausetemporary add-on paymentsto nurs-
ing homes are set to expirein October, reducing re-
imbursements by $1.4 billion. The difference be-
tween the two reimbursement adjustments leaves
nursing home with a net decrease of $1 billion for
2003.

TheNational Committeesupportsextending add-
paymentsto nursing homes, aslong astheincrease
isconditional on nursing homesimproving staffing
levels.

Barbara B. Kennelly has written “Key Prescrip-
tion Drug Benefit Falls Short in the Senate” anc
“Congressto ResumeWork on Rx Benefitin Fall.”
Another is* Senate Passes Measures to Lower Rx
Prices.” | am planning to send her explanation of
these activitiesalso.

*kkk*k

Ms. Edna A. Hatcher of Colby frequently submits
lettersand other correspondenceto the Colby Free
Press. Someareintheformof letters, but thisoneis
being treated as column material. Comments can
reach her at 760 South School in Col by, or 462-2581.

Same news on every channel

If younoticethat newsstoriesonradio, TV, andin
the newspaper sound asif they were scripted from
the same source, you areright.

Increasingly themediaspeakswiththesamevoice
and storiesarewritten from the same sources. All of
thenewssoundsalikebecause mediacompaniesare
owned by asmaller and smaller group of mediacon-
glomerates.

Consider the increasing media concentration. In
1981, 46 media companies controlled most of the
book, magazine, newspaper, movie and TV indus-
tries. By 1986, thisnumber shrank to 29 andin 1997
it was down to seven.

For example:

* AOL-Time Warner, the world's largest media
company, with 79,000 employeesand $32 billionin
yearly revenue, owns 12 film companies, 24 book
publishers, 35 magazines with areadership of 120
million, and 27 million AOL subscribers spending
84 percent of their timeon AOL aone.

* Disney, with 120,000 employeesand $25billion
in yearly revenue, owns five magazine publishing
groupsand four major newspapers, ABCtelevision,
10TV and 29radio stationsin addition to eight ma-
jor film companies.

* Bertel smann, with 65,000 employees and $16
billioninyearly revenue, istheworld’slargest pub-
lisher, moving over one million books a day in the
United States, and owns 200 music labels and 80
magazinesworldwide.

A second tier of mediafirms, such asthe Tribune
Company, Dow Jones, Gannett, Knight-Ridder and
Hearst, compete with these conglomerates and are
giantsintheir turn. They rank among the top 1,000
companies worldwide, and accumulate more than
onebilliondollarsapieceinyearly sales. Onthetele-
vision front, two-thirds of all newspapers and one-

Don Monkerud

® Another
Viewpoint

seventhof al TV stationshavenocompetitionintheir
local markets.

M ajor newspaper chainsowntelevisionstationsas
well: News Corp. owns 33, Tribune Co. has 23,
Gannett owns 22, and New York Times Co. owns 8.
Fewer companiescontrollinginformation meansthat
many opinionsare not heard by alarge audience.

“It's very clear how conglomeration affects the
news,” saysKristinaBorjesson, former CBSandABC
reporter and editor of “Into the Buzzsaw,” acollec-
tion of essays by award-winning journalistsontheir
personal experienceswith censorship. “Thepressis
alot lessfree because a handful of companies have
accesstomillionsof people. Thereareblack holesin
reporting — such as the military and international
news — that are dangerous for democracy and
America”

In the book industry, Mike Shatzkin, founder of
Idea Logical Co., estimates that in 2002 a mere six
companiesdominateconsumer publishing. Addition-
aly, tworetail chains, Borders, Barnes& Noble, and
afew smaller chains dominate bookstore sales.

While some argue that every good book will get
published, distributionisamajor problem. Themost
cursory survey of book reviews reveals that books
fromhugepublishersdominatethelists. Other books,
such asthose critical of the media, opposed to con-

glomeratesor presenting alternate views on global -
ization or U.S. domination, invariably find small
publisherswithlimitedresourcesfor distributionand
marketing.

Currently, someconglomeratesaredivesting book
publishersbecause they have not been ableto boost
thetraditional 4 percent rate of return to the 15 per-
cent expected by Wall Street. Yet books represent
prestige and important ideaswhich givemediacon-
glomerates an opportunity to “ share content,” mar-
ket acrossanumber of mediato increase sales, anc
tie-inwithmovie and CD releases.

While conglomerates sell off book publishers,
AaronJ.Moore, author of “WhoOwnsWhat,” aWek
sitemaintained by the Columbia School of Journal-
ism, expectsconglomeratestofocustheir acquisition
sightson advertising-driven mediasuch asnewspa-
pers, radioand TV. Heforeseesthat traditional rules
of “cross-ownership,” whichlimit newsmonopolies
in cities, will be severely curtailed or eliminated by
theFederal CommunicationsCommissioninspring
2003. Onecompany will bepermittedtoownall the
radio, TV stations, cable stationsand newspapersin
onemarket area. Not only could the same company
control al of the news outlets but the same reporter
could also provide the newsfor each outlet.

“Thereisavalid concern,” says Moore. “If one
company has so many opportunities to talk to the
public, it controlsall the voices. To a certain extent
thisreminds people of 1984 and Big Brother.”

*kkk*k

DonMonkerudisanAptos, Calif.-based freelance
writer whowriteson palitics, technology and social
issues. Heisthe author of a novel, “ Twister Coun-
try,” and editor of “ Free Land: Free Love: Talesof
a Wilderness Commune.” For more information,
contact: monkerudcruzo.com.
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