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What would God say?

To TheFreePress:

I’veread letter after letter on the matter of Dr. Hildyard and the
hospital board. Sofar it seemstobetheblamegame. | haveyettosee
or hear Dr. Hildyard slam anyone. He's been quietly moving along
“oneday at atime.:”

Uptonow what I’ veread, seen and heard remindsmeof themean-
nessingradeschool whenoneortwo*kids’ didn'tlikeanother child
andtriedtoget everyoneel setonot likethat child also. Weareadults,
arewe not? We are supposed to be. It would seem that the hospital
board should be an exampleto the public. It appears one man wants
hisway and he wants peopleto believe like he doesand isgoing to
any lengthsto achievethis. Grow up!

Thisisn't really about Dr. Hildyard's language. |, myself, have
heard cussing in the ER by nurseswho, by the way, refused to call
Dr. Hildyardinto the ER while hewasin the hospital.

| believe the Bibletellsusto removethe plank from our own eye
beforeweremovetheplank from anyoneelse'seye, andit alsotells
usthefirst and greatest commandment isto lovethe Lord our God
withall our hearts. The second greatest commandment istoloveour
neighbor as ourselves. So, let’sdo thisand stop the playground be-
havior. What isthis showing our children on proper adult behavior,
and how to remedy abad situation?

Onemorethingtothink on: whenweall facejudgment and weall
will, it will not be Mr. (Michael) Boyles or the hospital board who
will besitting onthegreat whitethrone. And by theway, what could
the good Lord he thinking of this behavior? The God | know only
looksat our hearts. He blesseshonesty, love and compassion. Sofar
| haven't seenthisatall. Also, how canthehospital boardjustify their
actionswith no proof and no criminal evidenceof theseallegations?
If it'sour hospital why are they hiding things and not talking to us?
Thepublic hasaright to know.

We asindividuals have no right to judge one another. Remember,
God isthe one and only perfect person and we can’t hide anything
fromHim. Also, God saysin hisword wearenot to givefal setesta-
ment against anyone. Weareto bringittoapublicforuminthetown
square. ThereisaBiblestory of awoman who wasaccused of adul-
tery. Thetown wasready to stone her. God said anyone without sin
let him throw thefirst stone.

| thanked Dr. Hildyard for saving my life. He didn’t become an-
gry, what he did say was he made me comfortable and done all he
could do, but credit was dueto God, not him!

Evelyn Gibson
Colby
(Letter #138)
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THE EVILDOER
FINALLY AGREED
To COME CLEAN .

A MESSY DIVoRCE
WiLL HAVE THAT

EFFECT.

Quit scold

I"VE got aboneto pick with SBC — Southwest-
ern Bell Companies. | switched my long distance
serviceto AT& T acouple of daysago (their planis
better than SBC's), and have been receiving what |
termharassing callsfromsomegoofy recordedvoice
from Southwestern Bell. It’ samal € svoice, coached
tosoundlikeonereal meandudeandinferringthat |
could lose some of my extra services because |
switched. The guy rants and raves. Then about the
timeyouthink heisdoneinsultingyouand you start
tohangup, hestartsall over again. Youcan'tcuthim
off, no matter how hard you try. They control your
linesand you haveto wait until they are done mak-
ing afool out of you. There’'sno oneto call toregis-
ter acomplaint. The numbersyou get are all auto-
mated answering devicesandthoseareabout ashel p-
ful asalightwei ght windbreaker inminus40-degree
weather in Wyoming. SBC needs to do something
about this. If that’ scustomer servicethenl’ monthe
Fortune 500 list.

AND JUST in case Master Card has forgotten,
tornadoes are nothing to make light of, which they
do in a new television commercial. | see nothing
funny about it. All | seeissomestupidfool tryingto
beclever, butintheprocessof creatingthecommer-
cial he/shecomesoff looking likesomestupidfool.
Too many deaths, injuries and damages are the re-
sult of tornadoes, no matter how badly onewantsto
make it look like a remake of Dorothy and Toto.
Grow up.

SMALL world, indeed. My niece, Nancy, who
livesinFlorida(married, severa kidsandgrandkids)
called me Thursday to reiterate how small aworld
welivein. Nancy isemployedinaclinical settingin
OrangePark.Ayounglady cameinthisweek check-
ing into possible internships as she continues her
studiesinthefield of health care. Nancy wastaking
down theinformation and asked her where she had
studied, and the young lady said, “ Colby Commu-
nity CollegeinKansas.” Of courseNancy just about
jumped out of whatever she was wearing when she
heard the name“ Colby Community College.” She
then told the young lady that her uncleis publisher
of the Colby Free Press. Upon hearing my nameshe
said she had heard of me but didn’t know me. The
young lady in question is Kristin Hafliger. Small
word, huh?

WHI L E President Bushwasbeatingthedrumsfor

4 | Tom Dreiling

e My
.' Turn

Republican candidatesin Texasthisweek, whilealso
beatingthedrumsfor war withIrag, hesaid something
that we better all take to heart. He mentioned his
“daddy” whiletalking about Saddam Hussein. That
got metothinking :ishefocusing on Irag asamatter
of revenge? If so, deal me out of hisplans. | can be
swayed, but there better be something aheck of alot
more important than simply getting revenge for a
failed assassination attempt on his dad some years
ago. | do alot of praying that the warmongers and
peaceniksinour own country get their stuff together.
Iragq must not be the place we choose to settle the
squabble.

LAST Saturday, the“Ad Astra’ Indian sculpture
stopped in Colby asit trips around the state to give
Kansansacloseuplook at what isgoing to gracethe
Capitol Domein Topeka. I’ ve never beenin support
of the project from day one. | likethe light atop the
domethat radiatesthewarmth of thosewho call Kan-
sashome. TheKansawarriorisgoingtobeonelonely
guy atoptheCapitol andfewwill know what that thing
is“way upinthesky.” Somesay the cost tothefolks
of Kansasisnot much. Sure, just look: the crane sit-
ting outside the Capitol waiting to hoist the Indian
statutecosts$225 per hour or $1,800 per day. Thetotal
cost of thecrane, including operator, mobilizationand
demobilizationwill beapproximately $150,000, ac-
cording to Thaine Hoffman, state architect. State
funds used for the project to cover the cost of instal-
lation and modification to the dome are estimated at
$614,000 — and chances are that figure will be
topped. Surecould have put that money to better use,
especialy inthesetimes of sinful deficits.

HERE are some police quotes you might get a
chuckleout of:

“The handcuffs are tight because they’re new.
They’ Il stretch out after you wear them awhile.”

“If yourun, you'll only gotojail tired.”

“So, you don’'t know how fast you were going. |

guessthat means| can write anything | want on the
ticket, hun?’

“Warning! Youwant awarning?O.K., I'mwarn-
ingyou nottodothat again or I'll giveyou another
ticket.”

“Life’stough, it’stougher if you’ re stupid.”

“No sir, we don’t have quotas anymore. We usec
to have quotas, but now we're allowed to write as
many ticketsaswewant.”

“Just how big werethose two beers?

HAPPY Birthday to...

 Sept. 27 — Elva Livingston, Phil Shuman,
Michael Leiker, Shirley Cranston

* Sept. 28 — Steve Juenemann, Michael Eicher,
Sheryl Mcllnay

* Sept.. 29— Robbie Dice, Karen Adelman, Dek
Bickner, CoraPorter, Gerald Plantz, Don Guilfoyle,
Jason Haworth

* Sept. 30— TwilaWilson

* Oct. 1 — Shawna Goossen, Marsha Matzek,
Andrew Charles, Dean Schielke, Ashley Edwards

HAPPY Anniversary to...

* Sept. 28— Kenneth & Joan Denton of Monument

* Sept. 30— Ken& WandaRogers, Pete& Sondre

Stephens
Congratulations!
Please call us at 462-3963 or email

td@nwkansas.com to have your special date men-
tioned. And keep us advised of any and all changes.
If you arenot afamily member, please make sure of
the date and spelling of the name or namesyou sub-
mit. Thanksfor your help.

THAT took care of that.

A new teacher injured hisback and had to wear &
plaster cast around the upper part of hisbody. It fit
under hisshirt soit wasn't all that apparent. Hisfirst
classwasfull of unruly studentswhoweregivinghim
aroughtime. He gavethestudentsareading assign-
ment and sat at hisdesk, but astrong breezefrom an
open window made histieflap annoyingly. He kept
rearrangingthetieastheentireclasslaughed at him.
Finally, theteacher decidedto put anendtothismis-
behavior, so he took a big stapler off his desk and
stapledthetietohischestinseveral places. Fromthat
day on, disciplinewasnever aproblemin hisclass.

HAVE agood evening...and agood weekend!

*kkk*k

Dreilingispublisher of the Free Press.

Polls down? Start a war!

Back when thefirst Gulf War was being debated,
| gave a speech at an anti-war rally in Charleston,
Illinois. A university student interruptedto heckle. |
stopped andlooked at him: “ Youlook likeyoucould
carry agun. If youthink thiswar issuch agreat idea,
why don’t you signup for it?’

Hedidn't have an answer. But it wasn't merely a
rhetorical question. During thefirst Gulf War, only
two out of 535 membersof Congressand no cabinet
membershad childrenwho servedthere. Republican
Senator Chuck Hagel, a Vietnam veteran, recently
notedthat “ many of thosewhowant torushthiscoun-
try into war . . . don’'t know anything about war . .
.They come at it from an intellectual perspective
versushavingsatinjunglesor foxholesandwatched
their friends get their heads blown off.”

That includes President Bush, who — like many
privileged young men — avoided Vietnam by serv-
ing inthe National Guard; and Vice President Dick
Cheney, who got a student deferment and beat the
draft altogether.

Today’s" economic draft” continuesalong tradi-
tionof having poor andworking peoplefightand die
for the ambitions of therich and powerful. Anditis
perhaps more clear than ever that thisis what our
troopswill befighting and dying for.

While the Bush administration has offered scant
new evidenceof asecurity threat from Irag, thereare
other reasonsfor war. Theeconomy issputtering, and
anumber of scandal sthreatentoruinthispresidency.
The president himself profited from accounting
scamsvery similar tothosethat brought down Enron,
while hewasadirector of Harken Energy Corpora-
tion. VicePresident Dick Cheney isunder evenmore

Mark Weisbrot
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suspicionfor hischairmanshipat Halliburton, which
includes— among other things— accountingirregu-
laritiesand hisown $18.5 million profit fromselling
stock not long before bad news about the company
became public. Thenthereisthemost massiveintel -
ligencefailurein American history — theignored or
unnoticed warning signals of September 11.

Add in various corporate accountability scandals
(including Enron) and voters' anger and disgust, and
any of the likely domestic issues in the November
elections— for example, Medicareand prescription
drugs, Social Security—anditiseasy toseewhy this
administration iseager to embrace war.

Without even a single shot being fired, the Bush
administrationhasmanagedto shoveasideamost all
theissuesthat could hurt them politically, and focus
themedia’ sattention on Irag.

People have forgotten how much domestic oppo-
sitiontherewastothefirst Gulf War, beforeit started.
For awhileit looked like Congress might not even
giveitsapproval, and opponents organized thelarg-
est national anti-war demonstrationsincetheVietnam
era. But oncethewar started, President GeorgeBush
| wasableto capitalizeonthetendency, at thebegin-

ning of every war, for people (including journalists
and politicians) to equate support for the war with
support for thetroopsthat areincombat. Thewar was
over inafew weeks, U.S. casualtieswerevery few,
and as Adolph Hitler once noted, “the victor will
never beasked if hetold thetruth.”

No oneknowsif Bush Il can repeat thisscenario.
First thereistheproblem of conquering Iragand run-
ning the country, despite its geographic and ethnic
divisions. And then there are the economic conse-
guencesof thewar: apotentially seriousspikeinoil
prices, and huge costs (the last Gulf War cost $80
billionintoday’sdollars).

But evenif he can pull it off, Americanswill still
lose. Asidefrom increasing hatred in therest of the
world, thereisadomestic cost to these foreign ad-
venturesthat pushes ustoward the back of the pack
among devel oped nationsin so many areas that re-
ally matter: health insurance, poverty rates, educa-
tion, infant mortality.

We lose because we allow corrupt politicians to
divert usfrom the real issues here at home, simply
by pointing afinger overseas at the enemy of the
month.

L astyear GeorgeW. Bushjokedthat “youcanfool
some of the people, all of thetime— and those are
the onesyou have to concentrate on.” It remainstc
be seen if he can fool enough peopleto get thiswar
going.

Mark Weisbrot is co-director of the Center for
Economicand Policy ResearchinWashington D.C.
For more information, visit: www.cepr.net. Local
feedback to td@nwkansas.com.



