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They need prayers, not scorn

To The FreePress:

Over fiveyears ago we moved to Colby from Goodland. My wifeand |
have never regretted coming here and we think the community hasalways
demonstrated apositive, progressiveattitude. Wehaveacrisisinour health
caredelivery system and we need to find that positive spirit again. We all
need to reach down in our hearts and find the human compassion for Dr.
(Victor) Hildyard, Mr. (Michael) Boyles and the hospital board members.
Each of them needs our prayersand not our scorn.

When| cameto Colby, | hadtoresignfromthehospital boardin Goodland
because | nolonger resided in Sherman County (arequirement to serveon
that board). The Goodland hospital ispartially supported by county funds.
Theresponsibilitiesand goal sof aprivate, not-for-profit hospital (Citizens
Medical Center) arethesameasfor apublic-supported county hospital. You
try to provide the best health care for the people you serve. Your patients
and your employeesare your primary responsibility. Physiciansand other
health careprovidersareindividual swho owntheir own businessand con-
tract with the hospital to provide services. It isateam effort that requires
everyoneto work together to providethe best in health care.

Whenadoctor signsanagreement to usehospita facilities, heor sheagrees
to the policies and procedures of the hospital. Many of theserulesare de-
vel oped because of stateandfederal |aws. Theseregsarein placeto protect
the patients and the empl oyees who care for them. When anyone viol ates
any of these rules, the CEO and the board are obligated to react to those
violations. They haveno choice. If they look the other way andignoretheir
responsihilities, thenthey areliablefor legal action, which could resultsin
the hospital being sued or closed.

Do peoplereally believe that the CEO and the hospital board are out to
get Dr. Hildyard?They arenot outtoget him! They areouttoget Dr. Hildyard
to changehisbehavior. | have not heard anyone criticize hismedical abili-
ties. Not having Dr. Hildyard at the hospital is just a devastating for the
hospital asitisfor his patientswho need to go there for treatment. But the
CEO andtheboard cannolonger ignore behavior that viol atestherights of
patients and empl oyees. Things have changed in 35 years. Individual be-
haviorsthat were overlooked and tolerated in the past can no longer beig-
nored. The CEO and the hospital board arein a no-win situation. If you
pardontheexpression, they aredamnedif they do and damned if thedon't.

What all of usneed to do isstop throwing stonesand figure out away to
resolvethe problem. Maybeit istimefor the supporters of Dr. Hildyard to
stepforward and appeal to himtotakeasteptowardresolvingthedilemma.
| have heard many of them say what agreat doctor heis, but they also say
that they arenot surprised at anything he might have said or done. Remem-
ber, heisaMAN, not a GOD. He can make mistakesin hisbehavior asa
man. That doesnot diminish hisability asadoctor. Agreeing to counseling
or therapy doesnot make himweak. It can havejust theoppositeeffect and
makehim astronger man. If you are one of hispatients, tell how much you
will respect him for doing the right thing for himself and everyonein the
community

Sincel havetheforum, let meexpressmy disappointment in peoplewho
say they are good Christians and then attack people and their businesses
becauseof thevol unteer servicethey givetothecommunity. Thetwowomen
whowrotein Thursday night’s paper about the bowling alley in Goodland
should be ashamed of that cheap shot.

Skip Sharp
Colby
(L etter #139)

About those letters . ..

The Free Press encourages and wel comes | ettersfrom readers.

L etters should be typewritten, if at all possible, and should include
atelephone number and an address. Most importantly, all letters
must include asignature. Unsigned |etters cannot be published.
Wereservetheright to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise,
reservetheright to reject | etters deemed to be of no publicinterest
or considered offensive or libelous.
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HoW DARE You QUESTION
MY AUTHORITY, You
INSOLENT LITrLE BRAT!

Speaking of traveling. . .

| enjoyedreadingabout MichelleHawkins' tripto
Mt. Rushmore, but want toassureheretherearesome
tourist attractionsin Nebraska.

The limousine she saw south of Valentine prob-
ably belongedto Ted Turner, whoisthelargest land-
owner in Nebraska. I’ ve been reading about himin
the OmahaWorld Herald. He owns most of Cherry
County, and parts of surrounding counties, an area
larger than somestates. Turner, anavid conservation-
ist, isbuying and importing prairie dogs (which he
apparently thinks are an endangered species) onto
hisranch lands. His holdings are so large he prom-
isesif therodentsget withinamileof theneighbors
lands, hewill trap them and rel ocate them.

Had they paused in North Platte, they could have
visited Scout’s Rest, the home of Buffalo Bill Cody
where he lived and which was the headquarters of
hisworld-famousWild West show.

They could also have visited Union Pacific’'s
Bailey Yard, the world’s largest rail classification
yard (thisiswherethey sort out theboxcars.) Inafew
years, they will be able to visit the Golden Spike
Tower whichwill stretch 15 storiesabovetheBailey
Yard, with exhibits and films about the glory days
of railroading, and learn about the workings of the
yard.

Near Valentineisthe NiobraraRiver, Nebraska's
most (only?) scenicriver. If | remember correctly it
has been so designated by the powers-that-be that
make such designations. The Boy Scoutsliketo go
canoeing there.

If Michelleandfriend had decidedtogoeaston|-
80, they could have visited the Great Platte River
RoadArchway Monument at K earney, 1-80 Exit 272,
whichspanstheinterstateand offershistory asnever
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shownbefore. Adssay “ Stunningaudio/visual effects
enhanceimmersiveexhibitsthat comealivefor young
and old. Hear stories of the Oregon, Mormon and
CdliforniaTrailsasyoustroll longthetrail. Ridewith
the Pony Express, hear therumble of thelron Horse
and watch adrive-in movie as you trace the history
of transportation and communication right up to the
fiber optic age. Food court and gift shop. Call for
hours. 1-877-511-ARCH. Handicapped A ccessible.”

Opened two yearsago, thearchischanging direc-
tionfromatourist attraction to an educational attrac-
tion. Fromthepictures!’ veseenandthereportsfrom
my children and otherswho havevisited it, | would
say it iswell worth atrip. Perhaps our schools will
make aday trip there.

Or if they had gone east instead of north at Arapa-
hoe, they could have visited the Nebraska Prairie
Museum, onemilenorth of Holdregeon Hwy. 183. It
features an exhibit which displays a scalereplica of
the original WWII German POW Camp Atlanta
which wasfive miles southwest of Holdrege.

Also exhibited are items donated by former mili-
tary personnel who worked there, POWswho were
internedthere, andlocal familiesand businesseswho
hiredthe POWsduringthewar. Extensivecollections

of prairiehistory areondisplay. Outbuildingsinclude
a Lutheran Church, one room school house, early
farm house, POW guard tower, and windmill. Call
308-995-5015 or (308) 995-4944 for information.

Continuing east from Holdrege, they could have
stopped alittlesouth of Kearney, and visited Pioneer
Villagein Minden. Morethan 50,000 historicitems
areondisplay. The26 buildingsincludeasod house,
oneroom school, pony-express station, depot, gen-
eral storeand an 1884 church.

The home of the oldest existing Buick and 350
other antiqueautos, 20 historic aircraft, 100 vintage
tractors, guns, motorcycles, snowmabiles, boats,
buggies, trains and trolleys. The historic crafts of
spinning, weaving and broom-making are year-
round activities. An 1800’ ssteam carousel operates
inthe summer.

A motel, campground, restaurant and loungecom-
plete the complex. Call 800-445-4447.

Orif they wantedto, they couldvisit theNebraske
Wild Horse and Burro Facility, four miles north of
Elm Creek on|1-80. The40-acrefacility housesupto
500 wild horsesand burros before being adopted by
ownersnationwide. Operated by the Federal Bureau
of Land M anagement. Freeadmission. Call 308-856-
4498. Doesn't that sound exciting?

However, | will admit Mt. Rushmoresoundsmore
impressive. Perhaps Michelle and her friend will
makeanother trip and visit someof theseattractions
or morethey could discover onthe Internet.
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Maxine Nelson isa retired reporter/editor of the
Colby FreePress. Shewritesan occasional column
and is developing “ Peek at the Past” history col-
umns.

Call it “The Name Game’

There hasbeen alot of rhetoric about the coming
war with Irag, lately. | think it'ssafeto say we'reat
least asdivided aswe werethelast time aPresident
named Bush decided to take on Saddam Hussein.

Most of usprobably don’t remember that. Itishard
toremember oppositiontoarel atively bloodl esswar
that turned out to beapretty lopsidedvictory aswell.
There was, before the decision was made, some
strong debate on both sides of theissue.

Debateis asimportant now asit was then, if not
more so. In 1991, we had aclear case of aggression
by one state against the other. However one might
understandworld politics, it wasmost definitely bad
formfor Iragtoinvade and conquer Kuwait.

There was also a precedent for American troops
to intervene. Dwight Eisenhower sent Marines to
Lebanon in 1958 partially because Iraq (under
Hussein's predecessors) had threatened to annex
Kuwait.

Even then, there was opposition to American in-
volvement to the point that then-president Bush de-
cided to go to Congress.

That's what bothers me about what passes for a
debateon theissuetoday. It seemsthat our debaters
are, for themost part,longonemotionalismand short
on substance.

Folks, wagingwar isseriousbusinessandit should
not be undertaken, or decided against, on the basis
of some emotional, knee-jerk reaction.

Wehaveoppositionleaderslike Sen. TomDaschle
accusing the vice-president of saying thingsin the
Washington Post that he not only didn’t say, but the
Post didn’t say hedid!

Then we have the President of the United States
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talking about the need to remove Saddam becausehe
tried tokill hisfather.

The good Senator needsto learn to check hisam-
munition beforeheshootsoff hismouthandthePresi-
dent needsto remember theAmericanArmed Forces
arenot hispersonal revenge squad.

Of course, itispurely coincidencethat all thisemo-
tional debate is occurring just alittle over amonth
prior to the elections (that'sirony, folks.)

| agreed with one commentator who thought the
debate should be brought up at election time. After
all, who better to decide the direction we should go
in something thisimportant than the people.

| disagreed with the obvious plays on our heart-
strings by both sides in hopes of gaining an advan-
tage at the polls. | am also offended by both sides,
attemptsto cry foul when they bring up a point and
the other side gainsan advantage.

Finally, I’ m offended that neither sideislistening
to the people that will have to fight the war and en-
force the peace. Make no mistake; the Democrats
aren’tlisteningto Colin Powell or thejoint chiefsany
morethan the Republicans.

They can’t belistening; if they were, they would

beasking different questions. Noone, eventhosewha
are the most loquacious on the need for acoalition,
isasking what happens if our troops get over there
and our alliesdesert us.

No oneisasking about Israel, who isalso locked
intoastrugglefor their own survival . What happens
toour alliancewiththelsraglisif they must suddenly
deal with an attack fromwithout while dealing with
Arafat’sthugsfrom within?

Nooneisaskingthesequestions, not becausethey
aren'trelevanttothesituation, but becausethey aren't
relevant to power.

That's the Washington game. The Republicans
havethe power and want more. The Democrats had
itand want it again. Both sidesare making promises
they can’t keep and threatening consequences they
can't prove.

| have beenimpressed by GeorgeW. Bush'slead-
ershipduring someseriouscrises. Infact, hehasbeen
surprisingly effective, in my opinion.

| have a so been impressed by the bipartisan co-
operationshown by Congressduringatimeof emer-
gency. Their ability to put personal agendasasideand
concentrateonthegood of thecountry hasshownthe
world at least a glimpse of the attitude that made
Americagreat.

Both the White House and Congress heed to re-
main focused and objectiveif we areto weather the
storm. They’refocused, but | don’t think it'son the
right objective.

A. Jay Kelley is the evangelist for the church of
Christ in Colby, and a former newspaper reporter.
Hise-mail isjkelley@nwkansas.com.
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