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Shallenburger is the best bet

To The FreePress:

Tim Shallenburger still isthe only governor candidate with
adefiniteag policy and | would liketo encourageyour support
for him. Heison track with our views, ideas and opinionsin
agriculturein that we do haveto enforce the lawsand take ac-
tion to restore competition and do it aggressively to rebound
our economy and put money back into the hands of thewealth
creators.

| am still waiting for adefinite ag policy statement from the
Democratic candidate. | personally don't think Gov. Graves
endorsing Tim is anything too special, he (the governor) has
never helped with the ag economy yet and it may be better to
not have his endorsement!

Remember tolet your friendsand familiesknow that theflag
wasn't earned to be burned. Candidate K athleen Sebelius, asa
member of the KansasHouse of Representativesin 1993, was
thelead advocate of theright to burnthe United Statesflag asa
protest against the government. During the 1993 legislative
session, House Concurrent Resol ution 5006 providedthat des-
ecration of the flag by burning waswrong. Kathleen Sebelius
wasthelead opponent in the debate before the Kansas House
of Representativeson Feb. 10, 1993.

| personally question Kathleen’s “insurance” policies, and
what hasshedoneto help? My healthinsurance has continued
togoupagain, thislast month 23 percent or about $127.00more
per month and thisisnot theonly rateincrease | havefelt.

Capping unreasonablecostspai dto hospitalsand doctorsis a
must to curtail the abuse from both patients and the medical
field. As people stop paying health insurance because it isto
thepoint that it may haveto go, think about this: what if people
only went to the emergency roomfor treatment and then with-
outinsurancepai donly $15.00 per month—whothenwill carry
theload? (Hospitalsand insurance carriers). It may happen!

| am personally voting for Shallenburger! Not big business,

Mike Schultz
Brewster
(L etter #140)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on this page are encouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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Our lives are like a puzzle

About ayear ago agood friend of minewent into
treatment for alcohol. | absolutely admire anyone
who can admit they have a problem and seek help,
beit for acohol, drugs, or any other addiction. Itis
very difficult to admit that you haveaweaknessand
exposethat weaknessto others.

| have never had close exposure to an acoholic
beforehel pingthisfriendwork through hisproblems,
and | gained so much perspectiveabout life, myself,
and the plan weall havelaid out before us.

Many hourswerespendtalking, crying, and pray-
ingtogether. Thereisnothinglikeatrial tostrengthen
thebondsof friendship. Really theonly thing | could
offer wasalistening ear and prayer. Other thanthose
two things, we really are powerless when helping
othersthrough situations such asal cohol addiction.
Theresponsibility isultimately uponthemto“work
their program.”

| don’t know whether thebiggest hurdleyou have
to overcomeis other people or yourself. | am very
aware of what others are saying or how they feel.
Sometimes it becomes a struggle when you see
peoplewho really don’t think you will makeit. Itis
amost asif thereis satisfaction for peopleto say, “|
toldyouso.” Italmost makesit easier totakeanother
drink (or whatever other vice) because people will
say, “1 didn’t expect youtolastlong” or “well | fig-
ureditwascoming.” Ontheother hand, thebattl e of
self vs. self isnever-ending. Many times| find my-
self so beat-up and the only oneto blameis myself.

Ontid-bit of treasurethat cameout of thisfriend-
ship was during a conversation one afternoon. My
friend asked me about God’swill for their life, and
if | thought thesituationthey wereinwasGod’ swill.

Westartedtalkingaboutit,and | toldhim| felt that
weall makechoicesinour livesthat resultin conse-
guences— somegood, somebad. Some of the con-
sequenceswe pay are definitely more obviousthan
others. Forinstance, accordingtotheBible, stealing

Michelle L.
Hawkins

® Pursuit of
a Richer Life

isasmuch of asinasfornication. Thereisnoblack or
whitesin, sinissin. But the apparent consequences
for someone who steals a CD from astoreis much
different from the apparent consequencesfor an un-
wed mother. | came to the redlization, who am | to
judgeanyoneor therepercussionsof their actions. The
only person | amresponsiblefor ismyself.

Aswediscussed God'swill, | sharedalittleobject
lessonabout how our livesarelikeahugepuzzle. The
endresultisbeautiful. Everythingworksin harmony
and fitstogether perfectly. Thisissimilar to our life
plan — the end picture. Each day islike one piece.
Unlessyouaresuperhuman, you cannot tell what the
entire puzzle looks like from just examining one
piece. Onepiecefitsintothenext, leadingyouthrough
life, to the ultimate plan.

As| started sharing this object lesson with him, |
suddenly found it kicking mefrom behind. | am sure
| am not the only one, that as| amtalking | find my-
self saying, “areyoulistening to yourself?” God has
aplanfor all of us, and we don't haveto seethe end
picturetoget there. Accept your piecefor theday and
realizeif you don't fight it, the pieceswill all fit to-
gether inthe end to form amasterpiece.

Thislesson became so powerful to mein my own
lifethat in my house, youwill find puzzlepiecesand
puzzle decorations everywhere — as areminder. |
evencarry asmall puzzlepieceinmy purseand have
had asmall one tattooed onto my ankle as a perma-

nent reminder of thefact | no longer have to worry
about the future, the plan has already been set.

| had found apoem inabook, whose author isun-
known. It is called God isin every tomorrow and
beautifully fitswith what we had been sharing.

God isin every tomorrow, therefore live for to-
day;

Certain of finding at sunrise, Guidance anc
strength for the day,

Power for each moment of weakness, hopefor each
moment of pain,

Comfort for every sorrow, sunshine and joy after
rain.

Godisineverytomorrow, planningfor youandfor
me,

Eveninthedark | will follow, Trust wheremy eyes
cannot see.

Stilled by His promise of blessing, soothed by the
touch of Hishand,

ConfidentinHisprotection, knowing mylife-path
isplanned.

Godisineverytomorrow, lifewithitschangesmay
come,

Heisbehind and before me, whilein the distance
shinesHome.

Home—where no thoughts of tomorrow even can
shadow my brow,

Home in the presence of Jesus, through all Eter-
nity now.
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Hawkinsis Family Page and Religion Page edi-
tor, and al so ageneral assignment repor ter/photog-
rapher for the Colby Free Press.

In Addition: | am working on a special column
about “ Famous peoplewearerelated to.” | would
love to know what historical figure, singer, artist,
actor, etc. that you are related to, for my special
column. Pleasecall, write, or e-mail mewith your
response.

Next generation of farmers focused on future

Beginwith four young farmers. Send them away
fromhomeand makethem part of thebusinessworld
for twoto four years. Bring them back to their rural
community and providethemwithnurturing. Addthe
wisdom and guidance of established family mem-
bers. What do you have?

Inthecaseof Stafford County Farm Bureauboard
membersBrianDunn, KeithMcNickle, Chad Fisher
and Jason Hildebrand thisis a sure-fire recipe pro-
ducing successfor thenext generation of farmersand
ranchers.

That said, theseyoungleadersunderstandthey will
facedaunting challengesduring thenext one, twoor
10years, shouldthey al befarmingthat far downthe
road. Lurking on thefarming horizon are major ob-
staclesincluding finding enough land, securing the
necessary credit, escalating taxes and production
costs, devising a sound marketing plan, ensuring
profitability and family dynamics.

Thefour Stafford County board members shared
theirinsight into their past, present and futurefarm-
ing prospects during the 27th Kansas Farm Bureau
Governor’sFarmand Ranch Field Day held on Sept.
17. Fittingly thesiteof thediscussionwasamachine
shed on the Randy and Debbie Suiter farm.

For these beginning ag producers one of thefirst
big hurdles to cross was finding enough ground to
farm. Theseyoungfarmersall began by farmingwith
their families.

Nobody hasatrack record, Dunnsays. Landlords
al want good farmersfarming their ground.

“It'shardtoconvincethemthat you candothejob,”
he says. “They (land owners) are glad to welcome
new blood into the community, but when they have
land for rent, they takeit somewhere else.”

Thefoursome said beginning farmer loans afford
littlemorethana“ Catch 22" scenario. They al agree
the rules and regulations are cumbersome and too
often afarmer hasto farmfor threeyearsto qualify,

John
Schlageck
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whichmakesit nearly impossiblefor themtoqualify.

Dunnislucky enoughtofarmwithhisfather, Leon.
Like the others, this allows him to use a family
member’s machinery inventory. Some haveworked
out partnerships with other young farmers to share
equipment.

“For metogoout and purchasemy ownisdifficult,”
hesays. “ You can't go into the banker and say, ‘| got
my college degree, my loansare paid off, here’smy
checking account, and will youloan me $100,000to
buy aload of cattleor machinery? It takes someone
to signwith you ontheloan or it may not happen.”

Family dynamics sometimes serve up additional
challengesfor youngfarmers. Noneof themwereable
to take college courses that helped them work with
older family memberswhoarealready establishedin
thefarming profession. Family membersoften have
differing opinionson nearly every aspect of agricul-
ture.

Increasingtaxation of farmlandisanother concern
for the next-generation producers. They would like
to see Kansas lawmakers come up with other forms
of taxation whereall of thecitizenry chipin.

While McNickle agrees property taxes are often
singled out for increases, whenit comesto education
and hospitals, he'sfor their support.

“Thosetaxesgofor my kids,” the Stafford County
producer says. “ Somebody was generous enough to
pay for my education. | need to passit on.”

McNicklesayshecandrivedown“relatively poor
roads’ aslong asthereis health care and education
inrural Kansas. He would like to see cuts in other
areas.

Looking at their future in agriculture, all worry
about their communitiesandwhowill belefttofarm
in20years. They know that competitionisfierceand
fear that it could come down to afew farming the
entire county. That’s something none of them want.

It will be a“very” different picture of thisrural
landscape, Hildebrand says. It'shard to say for cer-
tain, but the next two or threeyearswill bevery tell-
ing of whowill behereand whowon't. A continuing
drought will causeeven moreproducerstoleavethe
farm.”

“Thereare somedays|’mready to gowork inthe
pizzaplaceand I’ m surethat’struefor everybody,”
hesays. “I'dliketothink I’ [l beherein 20 yearsand
my family isherewith me.”

LikeHildebrand, McNicklesaysitwill behardto
recognize farming in Stafford County. If producers
do not change and continue with business as usual
they won't bein the business of agriculture.

Fisher yearnsfor atimewhenhecan crawl behind
thewheel of histractor and experiencemoretimein
the field. Today, most of histimeis spent at adesk,
planning, marketing, scheduling and workingto en-
surehisoperationremainsviable. Hisfellow Stafford
County farmersfeel the sameway.

Thesefour next-generation producersin Stafford
County madethe consciousdecisionto returnhome
and farm. They are al business people. They take
their profession seriously. They plan to continue
farming in thefuture.
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John Schlageck has been writing about farming
andranchinginKansasfor 25years. Heistheman-
agingeditor of “ KansasLiving,” aquarterlymaga-
Zinededicated to agriculture/rural lifein Kansas.



