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Here’s why he resigned

To TheFreePress:
| resigned my positioninMay asDepartment Director of Anesthe-
siaat CitizensMedical Center. Sincethen I’ ve been providing tem-
porary coverage at various hospitals around the state. When | occa-
sionally returnto Colby | hear all sortsof incrediblerumorsastowhy
| resigned and today | heard more. Below isacopy of my letter of
resignation. | hopethisputsastop to theblamegameill-informed or
ill-intentioned people are playing.
Sincerely,
Jerry Campbell, CRNA
(Letter #141)

05-02-02

Mr. Michael Boyles, CEO
CitizensMedical Center
100 E. College Drive
Colby, Kansas 67701

Dear Mr. Boyles:

Asyou know, my contract to provide anesthesia services at Citi-
zens Medical Center expired on November 1, 2001. At that time |
verbally agreedto cover thehospital ona“day today” basis. Itiswith
extreme sadnessand regret that | must immediately end my 24 year
anesthesiapracticein Colby. Thepracticeenvironmentisof concern.
In my professional opinion, itisnot safefor meto practiceinan en-
vironment | believeto be hostile and disruptive. | have no reason to
hope that this situation will improve. So as of today May 2, 2002,
and with sorrow, | amimmediately terminating my servicesat Citi-
zensMedical Center and resigning my clinical privileges.

Andinthisdifficult timefor health careingeneral andfor our hos-
pital inparticular, | fully and unequivocally support Administration
and the Board in their effort to provide the proper environment for
staff and patients. | also hope an informed community will do the
same.

Sincerely,

Jerry Campbell, CRNA

Former Department Director of Anesthesia
CitizensMedical Center

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on this page are encouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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Are you ready for the spotlight?

THE spotlight will most definitely be on Colby
this coming Sunday. At 7 o’clock in the evening,
thefour candidatesfor governor will takethe stage
at theNorthwest KansasCultural ArtsCenter onthe
campusof Colby Community Collegefor oneof five
gubernatorial debates this campaign season. The
candidates are: Republican Tim Shallenburger,
Democrat Kathleen Sebelius, Libertarian Dennis
Hawver and Reform Ted Pettibone. The Kansas
L eague of Women Votersis sponsoring the debate
and will provide the moderator. Thereisno charge
toattend, but you better gettheir early asit couldend
up being astanding room only situation.

A tip-of-the-hat to Duane Brown, who capped an
honorablenearly 30-year career withthecity thispast
week. A receptionwashel dto acknowledgehisyears
of service. Heisoneof thoseunsung heroeswhowent
about hisresponsibilitieswithout fanfare. Wewish
him the best in hisretirement.

THE doctor and hospital controversiesaren’tany-
thing new. | didn’tthink so. A reader dropped off two
old copiesof theColby Free Press— 1978and 1988
— andfront pagestorescovered hospital issues. The
1988 paper also contained | ettersto the editor deal -
ingwith thedoctors' controversy. Thought those of
youwho didn’t know would liketo know that bit of
information. No, | amnot goingtoreprint any of that
stuff. That was yesterday, thisistoday — and the
issuesremain.

NI CE shower overnight (0.23inches). Nicecool
down, too. It’s October and anything — ANY-
THING — can happen. We are not too far removed
from our first frost date. The Nationa Weather Ser-
vicewill beprovidinguswithafrost datelistand!’ll
passalongthat information assoon as| receiveit. It
can a so snow in October. We turn our clocks back
onehour onOct. 27. And of course Halloweenisthe
31st. Ahh, October!

| SEE where the New Jersey Democrats arein

! 4| Tom Dreiling

| ® My
' Turn
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shambles following the withdrawal of Sen. Robert
Torricelli from the campaign. The senator, it isre-
ported, wasforced out of theraceby powerful Demo-
cratswho knew hewouldn’t win reelection because
of dealings that some call out-and-out bribery.
Torricelli’spoll numbershavedropped dramatically
and Republican Douglas Forrester was expected to
crush him in the November general election. That
defeat would benew for New Jersey Democratswho
haveheld thetwo senate seatsfor the past 30+ years.
What happens now? That all depends on what hap-
pensin Superior Court today at whichtimeNew Jer-
sey Democrats want to place another name on the
ballot, although that state’s constitution does not al-
low for namesto beplaced onthebal lot within48 days
of anelection. It’ Il beinterestingto seehow thisthing
all comesout. | canrecall Torricelli appearinginfront
of televisioncamerasand shouting, “1 havenotdone
anything wrong!” When they do that you know they
did.

EVER notice what happens when you take one
letter away from theword “good” and add onel etter
totheword “ evil” ?Watch: “ Good,” remove onel et-
ter and it becomes God; “evil,” add one | etter and it
becomes“devil.”

| HAD all sorts of things for today’s column, but
yesterday my computer when south, or something,
and | have nothing. What you arereadingiswhat is
coming to mind as| type. Sorry about that but com-
puters are wonderful things— when they arework-
ing. And absolutely awful whenthey aren’t.

HAPPY Birthdayto....

Oct. 2— Nadene Zeller

Oct. 3— Elizabeth Codner, KaylaSkiles, Martin
Rinehart, AmandaBuehner, Ashley Albers

HAPPY Anniversary to...

Oct. 3— Kenneth & Carolyn Call

Congratulations!

Call us at 462-3963 or email td@nwkansas.com
tohaveyour special day mentioned. And pleasekeey
us advised of any changesin any listing. Thanks!

| WAS reading where a gang of kids, ages 10 to
18, literally beat aguy todeath. | think it wasinWis-
consin. Ten are being held out of 20 reportedly in-
volved. Reportsarethey used sticksand broomsanc
shovelsand anything el sethey could get their hands
on. Strange, but we aren’t talking about the victim,
but about thelittle murdererswho somearequick to
point out, “They probably come from misguided
homes.” Misguided? Somelegal voicescanbeheard
in the background softly saying, “these kids need
help.” They arebeyond help. They need prisontime,
along with their parents. We live in a society that
doesn’t look kindly on murderers or on peoplewhao
turn out these kinds of misfits. We need to hold par-
ents feet tothefire. If wedon't we'velost al con-
trol.

DON'T forget the United StatesAir Force Band/
Singing Sergeantsconcert inthe Colby Community
Building next Tuesday night at 7:30. There are still
sometickets available (free) and you can get yours
by mailingastamped, sel f-addressed envel opeto Pat
Ziegelmeier at Colby Community College. Should
beamemorableevening. Theconcertisco-sponsored
by the Western Plains Arts Association and your
Colby FreePress.

HAVE agood evening!

*kkk*

Dreilingispublisher of the FreePress. Hiscolumn
appearsWednesdays and Fridays.

You can't get there from here

L ast month:

» USAirwaysfiled for bankruptcy protection.

* UnitedAirlinessaiditwould havetodothesame
by mid-November unlessit got major concessions
from labor unionsand suppliers.

» AmericanAirlinesannounceditwould becutting
jabs, planesand flightsin an effort to stay afl oat.

» Amtrak twice had to pull its newest and fastest
trainsout of serviceontheBoston-New York-Wash-
ington run becauseit discovered cracksinthestruc-
tureof thetrains.

This came a few weeks after Amtrak had come
within days of shutting down becauseit had run out
of money. Only alast-minuteinfusion of cash from
Congresssavedit.

Let'sfaceit folks, we may be aworld-class mili-
tary power but we are a Third World transportation
power, and losing ground.

It'skind of funny, really. Here we are, all puffed
up about being the greatest country on earth (and if
you don't believethat, just ask us) and wecan'tfig-
ure out how to get from hereto there.

France figuresit out. So do England, Germany,
Japan, Spain and dozens of other countries, but it
seems to be beyond us. We not only don’t have the
answers to our transportation problems, we're not
even asking the questions.

For example, when's the last time you heard an
Americanpresidenttalk about transportation policy?
With meit’s been so long that | don’t remember it
happening.

Thuswe have aramshackle, hit-or-missrail sys-

Donald Kaul

® Another
Viewpoint

tem that can’t even serve its prime areas — places
where the people actually would use trains if they
werereliable and efficient — and an airline system
that only worksif theweather isgood and therearen’t
any bomb scares and nobody goeson strikeand pas-
sengersdon’t mind being strip-searched every once
inawhile.

What about cars, you say?Well, what about them?
In the past year | have driven thousands of miles
throughout the eastern United Statesand I’ m hereto
say that the experienceisoneof unrelieved horror.

Haveyoutried driving onanInterstate highway at
thelegal speed limit recently? How about fivemiles
per hour above the speed limit? I1t’sworth your life.
If you'reintheleft lane, people angrily passyou on
theright and cut back in front of you in ahuff.

I’ve even had a SUV pass me on the right when |
wasintheright lanetraveling at the speed limit. He
used the shoulder of theroad.

But it’snot just the speed. I’ ve been driving acar
for 50yearsand | can honestly say that the quality of
driving today is worse than any I’ ve ever seen. No

matter what the traffic conditions, the weather, the
time of day or week, practically everybody isin
hurry. They weavein and out of lanes— often cut-
ting off driversto do so — tailgate, fail to use their
turn signals and otherwise display horrendous roac
manners.

All that, of course, iswhenthey’ renot using their
cell phones or playing with their onboard comput-
ersor fiddling with their CD players.

And then there’s the thrill of driving along at 75
miles per hour and looking in your rearview mirror
toseeitfilled by agiganticradiator grill.

Drivingwould bebad enoughif theroadswerein
good shape, but they’ re not.

It'smuch saferincities, of course. You can't have
an accident if you can’'t move.

Our answer to al of this has been nothing. Basi-
cally nothing. Therehasnot beenareally innovative
transportationinitiativeinthiscountry since Dwight
Eisenhower’ sNational DefenseHighwayAct, which
didn’'t have muchto dowith defense but did give us
adecent high-speed road system.

Those roads are now falling apart faster than we
repair them under an ever-increasing onslaught of
cars and trucks. And we are doing next to nothing
about trying to find alternatives.

You would think that the self-admitted Greatest
Country on Earth would do better than that.

Wouldn't you?

*kkk*k

Donald Kaul recently retired as Washington col-

umnist for the Des Moines Register.



