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Where is their support now?

To The FreePress:

| wantto point outthat Mr. Clinton, Tom Daschle(D-S.D.), Dick Gephardt
(D-Mo.), Carl Levin (D-Mich.) and Joseph Biden (D-Del.) al supported
taking out Saddamin 1998.

Mr. Clinton said, “ Saddam poses a serious threat to the U.S.A. through
hischemical, biological and possible nuclear weapons.” So hefired off 79
cruise missiles at Iraq without a U.N. or Congressional Resolution. This
happened aweek after Monicacometo pass!

What has changed since 1998?Well, Saddam has upgraded hisweapons
sincetheU.N. inspectorswerekicked out. And, wehaveaRepublican Presi-
dent. A recent national poll stated that 70 percent of usthink theDemocrats
areplaying palitics.

TheDemocratssupportedtaking Saddamoutin 1998, and now they don’t.

Galen Starkey
Brewster
(L etter #142)

Keg Act’s purpose is clear

To TheFreePress:

The ultimate goal of the Beer and Cereal Malt Beverage Keg Registra-
tionAct recently signedinto law by the State of Kansas, isto reduce access
tolargequantitiesof beer by minors. EffectiveJuly 1, 2002, thelaw discour-
agesindividualsfromillegally providing kegsto underageindividuals.

Thenew law requiresall containersof four or moregallonsof beer or cered
malt beverageto have affixed astateissued tag which correspondsto aKeg
Registration Form listing the purchaser of thekeg and hisor her driver’sli-
cense. If law enforcement officersfind thekeg at an underagedrinking party,
they will beabletotraceit back tothe purchaser. Sincebeer kegsareoftena
source of alcohol at these parties, the law holds purchasers accountable if
the beer isaccessibleto minors. The purchaser could also beliableif ami-
nor drinking al cohol at thekeg party wereinvolvedinacar wreck resulting
ininjury or death.

Not only isit unlawful to possessan untagged keg or to removeor alter a
tag, but also untagged kegs may be confiscated as contraband by law en-
forcement officials. The minimum fine for those offensesis $200 and po-
tential confinement of up to six months. In addition, aretailer who sellsan
untagged keg or fail stofollow theregistration proceduremay befined upto
$1,000 and lose hisor her liquor license.

After the sale, retailers must retain the Keg Registration Form until the
keg container isreturned with thetag affixed. If thetagisnolonger affixed
or the container is not returned, the form must be retained for at least six
months. These forms are to be made avail able to any law enforcement of -
ficer for thepurpose of investigating violationsor lawsprohibiting furnish-
ing to minorsor possession or consumption of beer or cereal malt beverage
by those under the age of 21.

For moreinformation about the K eg Registration L aw, call the Regional
Prevention Center at (785) 462-8152.

Janet Worthy

Community Prevention Consultant
Regional Prevention Center of
Northwest Kansas

Colby

(L etter #143)

About those letters . ..

The Free Press encourages and wel comes |l ettersfrom readers.

L etters should be typewritten, if at all possible, and should include
atelephone number and an address. Most importantly, all letters
must include asignature. Unsigned letters cannot be published.

CoLBY FRee Press

155 W. Fifth (USPS 120-920) (785) 462-3963

Colby, Kan. 67701
freepress@nwkansas.co

m
State award-winning newspaper, General Excellence, Design & Layout Excellence,
Column Writing, Editorial Writing, Sports Columns, News, Photography.

Official newspaper of Thomas County, Colby, Brewster and Rexford.
Tom (TD) Dreiling - Publisher

td@nwkansas.com

NEWS
Patty Decker - Editor

pdecker@nwkansas.com
Darrel Pattillo, Sports Editor
colbysports@nwkansas.com
Michelle L. Hawkins, Family and Religion

mhawkins@nwkansas.com

ADVERTISING
Crystal Rucker - Advertising Manager
crystalr@nwkansas.com
Derek Bell - Advertising Account Manager

dbell@nwkansas.com
Flo Rodriguez - Ad Composition, Legals
BUSINESS OFFICE
Lea Bandy - Circulation Manager
Pattie Stevens - Office Manager, Want Ads
Evan Barnum - Systems Administrator

support@nwkansas.com

NOR'WEST PRESS
Jim Bowker - General Manager

Richard Westfahl, Lana Westfahl, Ron VanLoenen, Judy McKnight

THE COLBY FREE PRESS (USPS 120-920) is published daily, every Monday through
Friday, except the day observed for Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiv-
ing Day, Christmas Day and New Year's Day, by Haynes Publishing Co., 155 W. Fifth, Colby,
Kan., 67701.

PERIODICALS POSTAGE is paid at Colby, Kan. 67701, and at additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth, Colby, Kan.,
67701.

THE BUSINESS OFFICE at 155 W. Fifth is open from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday to
Friday, closed Saturday and Sunday.

MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, which is exclusively entitled to the use for
publication of all news credited to it or not otherwise herein. Member Kansas Press Associa-
tion, Inland Press Association and National Newspaper Association.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In Colby by carrier: 4 months $32, 8 months $47, 12 months
$64. By mail with in Colby and the nine-county region of Thomas, Sheridan, Decatur, Rawlins,
Cheyenne, Sherman, Wallace, Logan and Gove counties: 4 months $44, 8 months $56, 12
months $72 . Other Kansas counties and surrounding states: 4 months $51, 8 months $61, 12
months $75. All other states, $75, 12 months.

Nor’'West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

MY e

il At rigiid kel b

TRANSLATION :
' NOT GETTING

MY WAY I

Those confusing survey results

WE read all sorts of survey resultsfor whatever
the cause of the survey takers. Onethat crossed my
desk thisweek dealswith health care and prescrip-
tion drugs, and takes a swipe at the AARP and a
couple of U.S. Senators. | thought I’ d passit along,
and, asalways, you bethejudge.

Heregoes:

United SeniorsAssociationtoday released there-
sultsof its" National Survey of Senior Voters,” which
clearly showsthat older Americans' views on pre-
scription drugs and Medicare are not what many in
Congress and the mediathink.

“Thereisamystifyinglack of understanding about
what Seniorsreally wantinhealthcare,” said United
SeniorsAssoci ation Chairman and Chi ef Executive
CharlesW. Jarvis. “The USA National Survey of
Senior \Votersprovesolder votersdetest mandatory
and bureaucratic health care.”

“Sadly, the AARP, Senators Tom Daschle, Ted
Kennedy and Charles Schumer are projecting their
own ideology on Senior voters,” Jarvissaid.

The September Survey of likely voters age 50+
completed by pollster John McLaughlin & Associ-
ated onbehal f of United SeniorsA ssociation shows:

VOf thoseon M edi carewho haveprescriptiondrug
coverage, an overwhelming majority (67 percent)
wouldnot giveuptheir current coveragetogointoa
government-run plan.

VEighty-seven percent of Senior voters believe
those on Medicare should have the same rights as

Climate

Itishard to convince the Bush administration to
do anything significant about climate change. It's
having enough trouble trying to stabilize the stock
market and prop up public confidence. But climate
instability isbecoming hazardousto our health, and
bold responses to this global problem would also
boost the economy.

Whilesomeof usloses eepwonderingwhenbirds
andbugswill spread diseaseslikeWest Nilefever to
Alaska and Argentina, or whether diseases or
drought-driven fires will consume forestsfirst, a
health problem close to us al is the epidemic of
asthma. From the 1980s to the 1990s, asthma and
asthmadeathsdoubledintheUnited Statesand el se-
where. Research hasfocused onindoor pollutantsand
genetic, emotional, and socioeconomic factors, in-
cludingaccesstocare.All areinvolved. But burning
fossil fuels(cod, ail, and natural gas) isalsorelated
to asthmaviaseveral pathways.

First,alancet study recently reveal edthat ground-
level ozoneor smog causesaswel | astriggersasthma.
Ozone, which burnslung sacs, isderived fromauto-
motive emissions — nitrogen oxides and volatile
organiccompounds. Warming speedsupthereaction,
thus more heat waveswill mean more smog.

Second, ragweed grown in elevated carbon diox-
idelevelsproducesalot of pollen. Global warming
skeptics reassure us that more CO2 will green the
planet by increasing photosynthesis. But opportunis-
tic, weedy plantstake advantage by allocating CO2
to reproduction — the male parts — whereby they
spread and prosper. Pioneering trees that spread
quickly — likemaples, pines, birches, and poplars-

Tom Dreiling
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thosenot on M edicareto get themedicationthey need
without government intervention

VAImost all (90 percent) of Senior voters believe
they should havetheright to choose between differ-
ent health care planswith different benefits.

“Most Seniorsalready haveprescriptiondrug cov-
erage,” Jarvis said. “The Gephardt-Daschle-
Kennedy-AARP vision of the one-size-fits-all pre-
scription drug program run by Washington, D.C. bu-
reaucratsiscompletely counter toamost 7 out of 10
Senior voters.”

“USA’s latest National Survey of Senior Voters
absolutely explodesseveral popular myths. Our Sur-
vey resultsarealarm bellsfor the Senate L eadership
becausethey are clearly off track with the large ma-
jority of Seniors' viewsonprescriptiondrugs,” Jarvis
said.

| havebeenamember of AARPsincel was10years
old (well, it seemsthat long), and | read closely their
Bulletin (newspaper) anda sotheir magazine, and pay

closeattentiontoissuesthat are of direct concernto
senior citizens. | don’'talwaysagreewiththeAARP's
stands. And getting the above information from the
United SeniorsAssociationisclearly contrary towhat
we are being told by Washington and AARP.

| guessweall haveour very ownopinionson Medi-
careand prescription drugsand whatever your feel -
ingispretty muchdictateswhat corner youarecheer-
ing for in thisongoing struggle.

ROBERT Bixenman wasin thismorning with g
handful of junk mail. Hewondered if | got thiskind
of stuff, too. | do. | usually tossitintothetrash canat
thepost officewithout ever openingit. Someonesug-
gestedtomeafew monthshack that | shouldjust take
thejunk stuff uptothecounter andtell ‘emto sendit
back. Maybeif everyone did that the junk mailings
would decrease. Who knows.

AND that so-called “No-Call List” doesn’t mean
that youwon't get unwanted calls. There are excep-
tions, just be sureyou understand that. Therewill be
someof theoldfamiliar voicesontheother end. “No-
Call” isn't quite what the nameimplies.

GOT toget today’ snewspaper tot hepress, sobest
end thisbabbling.

Dreilingispublisher of the Free Press. Hisemalil
addressistd@nwkansas.com.

change worsens asthma

Dr. Paul Epstein

® Another
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also appear to be boosting their seeds, cones, and
pollen.

Warmer winters and earlier arriving springs that
accompany climate change are al so contributing—
asseasonal pollencountsreachintothethousandsper
cubic meter. (*’ Severe”’ warnings are issued when
pollen grain countsarein the 100s.)

Thethird contributor to breathing problems stems
fromdiesel particlesthat block airways. Asthmarates
arehighest alonginner-city truck and busroutes. Pro-
longed idling increases the exposure, and the EPA
considersdiesel particlesprobablecarcinogens. Die-
sel also provides an excellent delivery system for
pollen and molds, for they attach to the particles.

Thisdistasteful imageisyet another additiveeffect
of thedirect impactsof air pollution and theindirect
consequences of fossil fuel combustion on climate
and plants.

What isbeing doneto addressthisglobal problem?
A lot—onmany levels.

The six New England governors and premiers of
the seven eastern Canadian provinces have made
strong commitmentsto cut emissions, and California

adopted legislation on July 22 to significantly limit
automotive CO2 emissions. Massachusettsisfinal-
izing its Climate Action Plan.

InJuly theattorneysgeneral of 11 statesurged the
president toadopt strong regul ationstoreducegreen-
house gases. (Will lawsuits against major polluters
follow?)

In Congress, Vermont Senator James Jeffords i
forwardinga*‘’ four pollutant” will — to cap nitro-
gen oxides and sulfur oxides, mercury, and CO2.

Internationally, most industrial nations have
signed the Kyoto Protocol on global warming, and
many U.S. businesses are voluntarily cutting emis-
sions through efficiencies and investmentsin new
technologies. A Clean Devel opment Fund— akintc
theGlobal Fundfor AIDS, TB, and malaria— coul
jump-start an economic recovery and help stabilize
theclimate.

Missing in action, however, is the oil-industry
dominated U.S. administration.

Weunderestimated theratethat theclimatewoul d
change, the biologi cal responsesto that change, and
the costs of increasingly extreme weather.

Thisadministration doesnot yet grasp the magni-
tude of the problem. Big problems require bold so-
Iutions, and asignificant investment in clean energy
wouldbethebestinsurancepolicy against thegrow-
ing risks of climate changeto our health and saf ety.
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Dr. Paul R. Epstein is associate director of the
Center for Health and the Global Environment at
Harvard Medical School. Local feedback to
td@nwkansas.com.
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