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Cursing Is nothing new

To TheFreePress:

| amreadingaletter tothe Colby FreePressby Evelyn Gibson
headlined, “What would God say?’ She mentioned cussing by
emergency room nursesand doesn’t mentionthemain conten-
tion against Dr. Hildyard was that he cursed one of the assis-
tants. Sincel am 81 yearsold | have been in numerous hospi-
talsand | findtherearemany thingsgoingoninthemthat would
cause anyoneto use unprofessional language!

Havingbeenrearedinafarmingcommunity inmy early years,
| recall that obscenity and profanity werein every day use by
menwithnoevil intent at all. They were good peoplejust try-
ing to make aliving but their sentences were punctuated with
dirty words to make the machinery work. They knew it was
unacceptablesocially and when women appeared onthescene
they hushed it up.

Thoseof uswiththat experienceinearly yearswereeducated
out of usingvulgarity for expression. Wordspaint apicturejust
asan artist can convey what hefeeson canvaswiththevarious
hues of color in hispaint. Thusit paysfor oneto build agood
vocabulary and study the meaning of words so that when that
person speaks it expresses with more exactitude what he/she
feels.

However, these past few yearsthe way | have seen cursing
andvulgarity used ontelevisionand theway someof thepeople
inevery day lifeuseit, it just portraysthat they areuneducated
people— hooligansand ignoramuses.

Asto*What would God say?" — that would depend onyour
definitionof God. Onedefinition| haveisthat Godisthegood
in every person. Mark Twain has said, “God puts something
good and noble in everyone His hands create. (from Mark
Twain’'s Speeches).

In her last paragraph, Evelyn Gibson said, “1 thanked Dr.
Hildyard for saving my life. Hedidn’'t becomeangry; what he
did say made me comfortable and he had doneall he could do
but credit was dueto God, not him.!”

She should just givethe credit to Dr. Hildyard because God
wasinhim andinall thepeopleinhislifethat put himthereas
aphysician.
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Ms. EdnaA. Hatcher
Colby
(L etter #144)
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The community comes first

| CERTAINLY hope the dispute between the
hospital and thelocal doctor can beresolved before
toolong. Colby needshoththehospital andtheclinic.
| have not heard the hospital’s point of view. The
closest | camewastheletter fromthedeparting doc-
torwhosaid somethingtotheeffect if weknew what
was going on, we would be shocked. Maybe so. Is
someonegoing to tell us?

Thepeopleonthehospital board arepeoplel have
always respected and considered sensible and rea-
sonable. Theonly reason| canthink of for their atti-
tudeisthat they arestuck with somebinding bureau-
craticregul ationwhichhassupposedly beenviolated
(likethe king who put Daniel inthelion’sden), but
that’sonly aguess.

Perhapsthey legally have no choice. But the pub-
licwon't know their reasons until they tell us.

At thetime of thiswriting, an area-wide meeting
was planned for 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 10, in the
Colby Community Building, followingacourt hear-
ingwhichwassetfor Oct. 9. Perhapswecanget some
answersat themeeting. | hopearepresentativeof the
hospital board will speak.

In the meantime, we all need to think about the
good of thecommunity, and put it beforethepersonal
agenda of anyone concerned.

WE ARE not alonein our problems. Our neigh-
bor state to the north has its own troubles. In addi-
tiontotheslaying of six victimsin an abortive bank
robbery in Norfolk last week, Nebraska has been
ordered to pay $151 million by afederal judgewho
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said the state acted deceptively in 1998 in denying a
license for alow-level nuclear waste facility. Ne-
braskahad entered into acontract in 1991 with Kan-
sas, Oklahoma, Louisiana and Arkansas to build a
regional waste facility, each state hoping/expecting
thefacility would bein some other state.

When Nebraska was chosen, the license applica-
tion was denied. Then-Governor Ben Nelson is ac-
cused of using hisinfluenceto defeat thefacility.

Apparently they arestill looking for aplacefor the
facility. Thejudgesaid hewouldnot forcethestateto
issuealicenseor goforwardwiththelicenseprocess,
because Nebraska could frustrate any such court or-
der.

Thechosensitefor thefacility wasinBoyd County,
Neb., and the Omaha World-Herald saystherift be-
tween thosewanting thefacility, and those opposing
it has continued now for nearly 15 years. We don't
want that to happen here.

AND HAY Shasitsowntroubles. City workersare
having to water the plantsin the Vine Street median

manually, because the irrigation system was never
completed because it violates the city’s water con-
servation ordinanceby spraying water onthestreet;
itwasinstalled by alandscape contractor whofailed
toobtainapermitfromthecity; thesystemwasnever
inspected by the city because there was no permit;
and more.

City authorities say they thought adrip irrigation
system was being installed; the contractor says he
followed theblueprints; somebelieved thewatering
system did not have to meet code because it was
funded by theK ansasDepartment of Transportation
(KDOT). KDOT saysitisnot responsible.

Inthemeantime, some of the plantingsaredying;
and the local contractor whose bid was rejected in
favor of alower bid from out of town, saysthetrees
aretoobigandwill interferewithtraffic, and arenot
appropriatefor the area.

And, “there appears to be plenty of blame to go
around,” saidanarticleintheOct. 1HaysDaily News.

THEPEEPING TomcaseinBrewsteriscertainly
shocking. However, | read with (amusement?inter-
est?surprise?) theheadlineinthe Oct. 1 Free Press.
“Official sviewingtapesof Brewster shower scene”
toidentify victims.

It'satoughjob but somebody’sgottodoit. (Sorry,
no offense meant!)
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Maxine Nelson is a retired Free Press editor/re-
porter. Shefavorsuswith frequent columnson ava-
riety of topics.

The enemy within

Along with millions of other Americans, | was
filled with emotion on September 11.

When | witnessed citizens of al colors and with
many different accentssinging “ Americathe Beau-
tiful,” my spirit soared.

When | remembered the feeling in the pit of my
stomach upon seeing the World Trade Center col-
lapse, it sank like astone.

And when | remembered a friend of mine who
grew up in New York and was killed 29 years ago
shortly after another September 11, the tears began
toflow again.

Thelast timel talked to Charles Horman wasin
August 1973. | had returned to New York after liv-
ingfortwoyearsin Santiago, Chile. Charliehadal so
returned to the city where he was raised for a short
visit with family and friends. We had thought we
might get together but it didn’t work out that way.

Charliewent back to ChileonAugust 30. On Sep-
tember 11inthebloodiest coupd' étatinL atinAmeri-
can history, the democratically elected government
of Salvador Allendewasoverthrown. Shortly there-
after Charliewasarrested, torturedandkilled. Hewas
killed, theacademy awardwinningmovie“Missing’
and the book on which it is based suggest, because
he knew too much about the role the United States

Paul
Cantor

® Another
Viewpoint

playedin overthrowingAllende.

A blow by blow account of how President Richard
Nixonand hisadvisor Henry Kissinger hel ped orches-
tratethecoupisprovidedin“CovertActionin Chile:
1963-1973,” areport of aspecial United States Sen-
ate committee that studied government operations
with respect to intelligence activities.

After Allende’s overthrow, arepressive military
junta headed by Augusto Pinochet seized control of
the government, dissolved the congress, outlawed
labor unions, and arrested, tortured and killed its po-
litical opponents. By the time he was forced out of
office, Pinochet had becomeapariahinhisowncoun-
try andtheworld. In 1998 hewasarrestedin England
for human rights violations committed during his
reign.

That issomething Charliewould want usto think
about onthefirstanniversary of theattack onAmerice
and thenearly three-decade anniversary of the coup
in Chile. When we acted unilaterally to topple the
government of Chile, the result was disastrous for
democracy and human rights.

Thesamecanbesaid about our “ success’ inbring-
ing the shah to power in Iran in 1953 and Castillo
Armasto power in Guatemalain 1954.

Therefore, Charliewould point out, infashioning
aresponsetothethreat toworld peaceposedby Iraq's
Saddam Hussein or the head of any other nation, we
should cedetheleadershiproletotheUnited Nations.

Thatishowtodemonstraterespect for theprinciple
that countriesaswell asindividual swithin countries
should be governed by law and act collectively to
prevent thelaw from being transgressed. That isthe
way to bring about the secure and democratic future
weall seek.
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Paul Cantor isaretired professor of economicsat
City University of New York. He also served as a
Fulbright professor in Costa Rica, and was a jour-
nalist covering Chileprior tothecoupin 1973. For
moreinformation, email: paul cantor @hotmail.com.
Local feedback to td@nwkansas.com.

About those letters.. . .

The Free Press encourages and wel comes |l ettersfrom readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and should include atele-
phone number and an address. These are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your address and tel ephone number
to appear with your letter, please ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include anotewith your letter. Mostimportantly, al letters
must include asignature. Unsigned | etters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservethe
right to reject | etters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered offensive or libel ous. You can expect your |etter to appear in print
within 24-48 hours of receipt. Lettersto the Free Pressallow readersto become engaged in public debate on topicsthey deem important.
Please consider sharing your thoughtswith the family of Colby Free Pressreaders. Thank you.
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