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UFO sightings and stories will long linger in the minds of area residents

By MAXINE NELSON
Colby Free Press
Northwest Kansas has had at least
threeofficial sightingsof unidentified
flying objects(UFOs). Sightingshave
been recorded on April 29, 1952;
March 6, 1967, and August 19, 1972.
The1952and 1967 sightingsweredis-
cussed in a previous article. Both the
1967 and 1972 sightings were ob-
served by Colby policeofficers. Below
istheir description of the 1972 sight-

ing.

1972

Another sightingtook placeonAug.
19,1972. Thefollowinginformationis
from The Science Of UFOs — Fact
\er sus Skepticism, By Richard Hall,
TheColbyFreePress-Tribune, andthe
Prairie Drummer.

A seriesof sightingswasreportedto
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police, thefirst call at 2a.m. from John
L. Calkinsof Gem.

Awakened by barking dogs, hewent
to hisfront door and saw three objects
hovering nearby, making shrill, high
whistling sounds. Thelarger object had
six flashing red and green body lights.
He also heard beeping sounds. The
sightings continued until about 6:20
am.

Accordingtothe Colby Free Press-
Tribune, Colby Police Officers Paul
Carter and DennisBrownwereheaded
east, separately, on Fourth Street near

the Rusty Bucket (now the Jaycees
Building) and saw aUFO movingina
westerly direction with flashing red
and green lights. Carter reported he
was about a half mile from the object
whichwasabout 30 feet acrossand 20
feethigh. They followedtheobject and
estimated it to be traveling about 50
milesper hour. The UFO stopped by |-
70inapastureabout afourthmileeast
of Country Club Drive, changed to a
very bright white light, and hovered
motionless about 10 feet about the
ground.

“Suddenly the object emitted in-
tense, blindingwhitelight (‘ toointense
tolook at’) that illuminated theterrain
asbrightasdaylight. Hecouldeven see
jackrabbitsin thefield by the glare of
the light. The brilliant luminosity
tended to conceal the shape of the ob-

ject, but twice Carter could seethat it
was‘like acereal bow! turned upside
down.’

Theobject then madea’ whooshing
noisesimilartoavacuumcleaner’ and
shot straight upinto the sky and out of
sight in about three seconds. Officer
Brown, approaching Carter’sposition,
saw the glow of the object and saw it
rocket up into the sky.” (Flying Sau-
cer Review, November-December
1972, pp. 30-31; MUFON UFO Jour-
nal, August 1987, p. 20)

L ater the object was seen heading
southeast toward Oakley wherepolice
observeditthroughbinoculars. Officer
Earl Wood, Jr., and his partner, Duane
Nelson, could seesix body lightsonthe
object, and saw that it wascircular in
shape. Three lights on the front were
white, and those on the back flashed

fromredto green.

Asked if he knows of any more re-
cent UFO sightings, Thomas County
Sheriff Tom Jones replied none had
been documented, however, “Within
recent times, thelast year or two, I’ ve
been called to the northeast part of the
county several different timesand the
most recent one was probably during
the early, early spring. It was not just
one person, but several peoplein sev-
eral families.”

Hesaid they described the object as
a flashing, zigzagging light, which
would blaze across the sky, back up
abruptly, make an abrupt 90 degree
turn, flash, then just vanish.

“1’vegoneout andlooked. Onenight
with aparticular individual, | did ob-
serve something | don’t know what it

was. I'mreluctanttocall italientothis
world. It could have been a modern
military mechanism that | could not
personallyidentify, notlittlegreenmen
fromMars.

Several of us were standing there
watching and talking about what we
had seen. None of us could explain it
as an everyday airplane asyou and |
would know it.

“The people who saw it are com-
mon, everyday, rational citizens. You
would recognize them if | wereto di-
vulgetheir names, whichl won’t. Goo
created thisworld, | think he created
other lifeintheuniverse.”

Theis part two of atwo part series
about UFOs.

Part one appeared in the Wednes-
day, Oct. 2, 2002 issue of the Colby
FreePress

Oakley gears up for 31st annual Cornhusking Contest to be held this weekend

Itstraditionto “think corn” the sec-
ond weekend of October in Oakley.
The day is a step back in time, when
farmerspickedthehusksof cornoff the
stalk oneby one— beforemechanized
corn pickersreplaced hand-huskersin
1941.

Thecontest sat dormant for 30years,
until the contest was revived in 1971
with Oakley hostingtheNational Con-
test. NineMidwestern statesincluding
lowa, Minnesota, South Dakota, Ne-
braska, Ohio, Missouri, Illinais, Indi-
ana and Kansas now host their own
state cornhusking contest each fall,
keeping closely with the rules and
stylesof theeventsheldinthe20s, 30s
and up until World War I1, with the

lStudent News

Jeff Donelan

Jeff Donelan of Colby isamember
of the 2002-2003 K ansas Statue Uni-
versity marching Band, The Pride of
Wildcat Land.

Donelan plays percussion in the
band. Heisthe son of John and Becky
Donelan of Colby.

Morethan 275 K -State studentsare
part of theband, whichincludesmusi-
cians, the Classy Cats dance squad,
color guard, twirlers and student staff
members. The band is conducted by
Frank Tracz, director of bands at K-
State; Scott L ubaroff, associatedirec-
tor of bands; and Kurt Gartner, percus-
sioninstructor.

The 2002-2003 K -State Marching
band performs at all home football
games and other special events.

exception of husking times (which
havebeen reduced from 80 minutesto
10, 20 or 30 minutes.)

Teamsof horsespullingwagonsrun
along-sidethehuskersfor themtotoss
thehusked earsof cornintoasthey race
theclock. It truly givesyou aglimpse
of agriculture before the invention of
high production farm implements,
whentheback breakingwork wasdone
by hand, one husk at atime.

Activitiesbegin on Friday, Oct. 11,
withthe Chamber of Commercespon-
sored “ Corn Cook-Off.” The contest
will beginat 11:30a.m. Guiddlinesand
information on the “Corn Cook-Off”
areavailable at the Chamber of Com-
merce office from Margie

Broeckleman.

A registration reception hosted by
Logan County Extension will be held
at Swart Park Motorson Friday after-
noon, from3to 5 p.m. Organizersen-
courage everyone who plans to husk
bright and early the next morning to
beat the registration rush, and enjoy
coffee, teaand cookies.

TheOakley SchoolsArt Department
will havethestudents* CornArt” com-
petition on display at Swart Park as
well, with thejudging done Friday af -
ternoon at the registration reception.

Theactual cornhusking contest will
take place on Saturday, Oct. 12 at the
Logan County Fairgrounds with reg-
istrationbeginningat 8a.m.intheDick

Farmer Arena. Huskingwill beginat 9
am. in the Gary and Raelene Keller
cornfield, directly east of the Commu-
nity Church, on East Second Street.

Duration of each competing husking
classrangefrom 10to 30 minutes, de-
pending on the class. There will be
eleven husking classes, including:

Novice: individuals who have
husked two yearsor less;

Girlsand BoysYouth: thoseyounger
than 20.

Young Womenand Men: ages21-49

Senior Womenand Men: ages50and
over,

Men's Golden Agers:. ages 75 and
over.

Women and Men’s State Open: ex-

perienced huskers Team Competition:
3individuals per team

The“Heritage FCE Artsand Crafts
Show” will showcasehandmadecrafts
inthe Logan County 4-H Building on
Saturday from9a.m.to4 p.m. Conces-
sions, includinghomemadepie, will be
available at the north end of the 4-H
building throughout the day.

The* Corn Ear Throwing Contest”,
sponsored by the Cornhusking com-
mittee, will commence at 1 p.m., and
theever popular “ TheBank” of Oakley
sponsored “Kid’s Corn Pile Money
Hunt” will begin at 2:30 p.m. on the
Fair Grounds.

The weekend will end with the an-
nual “ AwardsBanquet” at 7 p.m.inthe

Oakley County Club, where winners
fromtheday’sclasseswill recognizec
and honored.

Communities around Oakley are
encouragedtoattend and participatein
thisannual state-wideevent. You need
not beexperiencedtotryitfor thefirst
time! Thereisa$15fee, whichallows
huskersto participateintheteam com-
petition, oneregular husking classand
aticket tothebanquet. Additional ban-
quet ticketsmay bepurchased through-
out theday or at thedoor that night for
$5.

For moreinformation, contact Corn-
husking Committee Chair, Warren
Park at 785-672-3221 or Logan
County Extension at 785-672-3245.

Consumers have options when mechanics don't repair cars correctly

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

Recently thetransmissiononmy ve-
hicleneededtoberepaired. | knewthis
typeof repair would beexpensiveso||
shopped around for the best price.
When | chose a mechanic to do the
work, | wastold that the repair would
take about three days.

However, the shop had my car for
about amonth, and when | finally got
my car back thetransmission still was
notfixed. | calledtheshopandwastold
tobringmy car back inunder warranty.
Since this shop took so long to do a
repair that isnot right, | do not trust it
anymore and | just want my money
back.

Attorney General Stovall, what can
| do?

Carla J. Stovall

Consumer
Ccorner

Dear Kansas Consumer:

Under Kansas law, suppliers must
providecertainimpliedwarrantiesfor
the goods and/or services they sell
which apply inadditiontothe express
warranties they may provide. These
implied warrantiesinclude the work-
manlike performance of work or skill,
services sold, the merchantability of
productssold and thefitnessfor apar-
ticular purpose of products sold.

Therepair shophad givenyoual2-

month/12,000 mile express warranty
on the parts and labor of the repair.
Under bothexpressorimpliedwarran-
ties, if the goods and/or services de-
velop a problem, the consumer must
givethesupplier noticeof theproblem
and the opportunity to correctit. Inan
auto repair situation, this usually
means taking the vehicle back to the
original repair shop.

If, after areasonable number of at-
tempts, the supplier cannot make the
goods and/or services conform, the
consumer can request arefund. If the
supplier isunwilling to givearefund,
the consumer can file a civil lawsuit
against the supplier. If therepairscost
$1,8000r less, theconsumer cansuein
small claimscourt.
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Although the Kansas Consumer
Protection Act does not give my Con-
sumer ProtectionDivisionjurisdiction
to take enforcement action in cases of
shoddy workmanship in the perfor-
mance of services, we will mediate
these types of complaintsin an effort
to help prevent the partiesfrom going
to court.

In this instance, you had already
takenyour car toanother transmission
repair facility prior to contacting my
office.

Wecontacted theoriginal mechanic,
who in turn agreed to pay the second
shop to do the repair as a good-will
gesture. Kegpinmind, though, that this
is not typical as most shops will not
agreeto pay another shop for arepair.

BREWSTER HIGH
SCHOOL

HOMECOMING

Highlights for the week

Monday, October 7

Pajama Day

Tuesday, October 8

Crazy Day

Movie Star Day

Wednesday, October 9

Thursday, October 10

Color War Day

Bonfire & Pep Rally at 7:00 p.m.
Friday, October 11

Spirit Day

and Aaron Smith.

Saturday, October 12

Attorney General Carla J. Stovall
offers this public service to help you
avoid becoming a victim of consumer
fraud. Although some of the details
havebeen changed, the casesappear-
inginthiscolumn arebased on actual
complaints.

For further information or tofile a
complaint, pleasewriteAttor ney Gen-
eral Carla J. Sovall, Consumer Pro-
tectionDivision, 120 SW10th, Second
Floor, Topeka, Kansas 66612, or call
the toll-free Consumer Hotline at 1-
800-432-2310.
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Dance -8:00 p.m. - Midnight
Game-7:30p.m.vs. Healy

Brewster Homecoming Royalty Candidates Pictured back row L-R: Sara Luckert,
Chelsey Cranston and Kristy Jamison. Front row L-R: Jacob Falcon, Tyson Dixon

Brought to you by these Bulldog Sponsors!

Telephone Cooperative fAissociation
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—=

BARKER FARM
SERVICES,

INC.

7/85-899-2048

Golling

A Subsidiary of
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GRAIN INC. ¢

ADM

1785-694-2286

STUCKEY'S

785-694-2883 « Brewster, KS

Farmers

Berkgren Chemical
& Fertilizer, Inc.

Office: 785-694-2225
Cell: 785-672-8376

P.O. Box 10
Brewster, KS

R Bank & Trust

' Atwood/Brew ster/Oberlin
626-3233 694-2251 475319

Member FDIC

FRONTIER

Goodland « Bird City * Brewster « Ruleton

785-694-2281
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