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Telling it like it Is

To the Chairman of the Republican party of Kansasand the
reader s of the Colby Free Press.

Wejust recently received an email from the Chairman of the
Republican party of Kansas. Thesubject titlebeing, “ Sebelius
justdoesn’tgetit.” Ithadtodowith her remark concerningroad
safety inMissouri. Hesuggested wewritealetter totheeditor.
Hoo boy! thisolefarmer doesn’t need to hear that suggestiona
second time.

Itjust might bethat weneed to accept thefact that morepeople
are maimed and killed each year on our highways than from
the terrorist attackson 9-11-01. That certainly does not take
away fromthetragedy of 9-11 but it doespoint out that weneed
to be equally concerned about safety on our roads!

Wejust recently lost an 18-year-old grandson in an auto ac-
cident. That lossisjust astraumatic to us as any of the losses
others suffered in the 9-11 event. Life is sacred wherever or
whoever you areand we should beequally concerned about all
losses, whether they be fromillness, accident, or homicide.

Deathand destruction arenot parti sanissuesand wedemean
the value of property and the sanctity of life when we attempt
to use such commentsfor partisan political purposes. Stick to
theissues of public safety, education, SRS (asit relatesto all
ages), healthand health care, economics, fiscal responsibility,
etc. Therearelegitimatedifferencesin partisanandindividual
candidatesapproachesand suggested sol utionsto theseissues.

Forget the dart throwing and mud slinging and state your
positionand suggested sol utionstotheseproblems. If youdon't
have a position or suggested solution then admit it but don’t
wasteyour timeand ourstelling usabout theweaknessesinthe
other candidates positions or statements.

That goesfor all party spokespersonsor candidates. Wewho
are not candidates can do that over the back yard fence, inthe
coffee shop, and with opinion |ettersto the editor.

Thank you,

Helen & Ken Poland
Gem
(L etter #146)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageare encouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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Seeing candidates in person Is a plus

| ENJOY ED thepolitical forum Sunday night at
the college. Perhapstimelimitationsdidn’t give us
aclearer pictureof what thegovernor wannabeshave
inmind, butit did— andthisisimportant—gaveus
anopportunity to seethefour candidateseye-to-eye.
Check their body language. And that countsfor an
awful lot. Most of us see Kathleen Sebeliusor Tim
Shallenburger onthetube. Their commercial sareof
the sound-bite variety and their messages resonate
only if you are firmly in one the camps, but for the
undecidedvoter, up closeand personal isstill thebest
way to gauge character and sincerity. The unique
thing about theforumat Colby Community College
washaving all FOUR of thecandidatesonthe stage
at thesametime. DennisHawver isaL ibertarianand
Ted PettiboneisaReformist. | heard several people
comment after theforumthat “ thosetwo guyspretty
muchtalk andfeel likeme.” Of courseweknowtheir
cloutispretty cloutless, but nonethel essitisashame
they arenot invited to appear at every debate or fo-
rumwiththetwomajor party candidatessothosewho
attend can hear the other sideof the coin. | cantruly
say | cameaway from theforumon Sunday still de-
bating with myself on who to vote for — Tim or
Kathleen (I usetheir first namesbecausethey arein
my front room on adaily basis, viaTV, so they feel
like members of the family). | didn’t attend either
reception— Shallenburger’ speoplemet at thecom-
munity buildingand Sebelius’ crowdmet at theCom-
fort Innconvention center. | amstill reading, watch-
ing and listening. Perhaps | will have made up my
mind when voting day arrivesNov. 5.

Perhaps.

THANK Sto al of you for coming out Tuesday
night to hear The United StatesAir Force Band and
Signing Sergeants. What acrowd at the community
building! Well over 1,000, perhaps morelike 1,200
or maybe 1,300. Whatever it wasbig.

TheFreePresswasprivileged to beoneof theco-

4 | Tom Dreiling

o My
' Turn

sponsorsof theprogramandwegraciously bow tothe

Western Plains Arts Association, Pat Ziegelmeier,

executive director, for inviting usto join them in

bringing thisoutstanding groupto northwest Kansas.
We stand ready to assist them again.

TWO women were talking over a cup of coffee.
Said one: “My hushand bought meacool mood ring
theother day. When |’ minagood moodit turnsgreen.
When I’minabad mood, it leavesared mark on his
forehead.”

Y OU cantell Fred'sontheloose. Heprovided me
with these new (tongue-in-cheek) library offerings:

* “Using and Exploring the Internet” by Dorothy
“Dot” Com

*“| Heard Them Yell ‘Man Overboard'” by Ilene
Dover

* “Modern Sewing Tipsand Modern Patterns’ by
Polly Esther Phabrique

« “Favorite Internet Sites’ by 1. Seymour Cites

« “Raising aHappy Garden” by Daisy Flowers

* “Sleepy Bedtime Stories’ by AnnaS. Thesia

“LeoTolstoy” by Warren Peace

*“YuletimeMusic” by Carol Singer

* “Winning Strategies for Tic-Tac-Toe” by Chris
Cross

*“The Resident in the Steeple” by Belle Free

* “Tennis Tips for Beginners’ by Annette Anna
Raguette

| SEE where apublic meeting will be held inthe
community building at 7 p.m. Thursday to discuss
health care-relatedissues. It isunder sponsorship of
thenewly formedAreaCitizensfor Health Care, Johr
Kern, president. You might want to set some time
aside and peek into seewhat’s happening.

HAPPY Birthday to...

Oct. 9— Randi Donley, Jerrod Zerr, LanaStarkey

Oct. 10 — Angela Tinkham, Brian Boyd, Brett
Wiens, David Zahradka

HAPPY Anniversary to...

Oct. 9— Frank & Bernice Skiles

Call usat 462-3963 or email td@nwkansas.com
to have your special day mentioned.

AND from Rod comethis:

Inaproject described asthelargest-ever scientific
study into humor, the British Association for the
Advancement of Scienceasked Internet usersaround
theworld to submit their favorite jokes and rate the
funniness of other peopl€e’s offerings. More than
40,000jokesfrom 70 countriesand two million cri-
tiques later, thisisit: “Two hunters are out in the
woodswhen oneof them collapses. Hedoesn' t seem
tobebreathing and hiseyesareglazed. Theother man
pullsouthiscell phoneand callsemergency services.
He gaspsto the operator: ‘ My friend is dead! What
canl do? Theoperatorinacalm, soothing voicere-
plies: ‘Takeiteasy. | canhelp. First, let’smakesure
he'sdead.” Thereis asilence, then a shot is heard.
Back onthephone, thehunter says, * Ok, what should
| donow?”

HAVE agood evening!
*kkk*k
Dreilingispublisher of theFreePress. Hiscolumn
appears  Wednesdays and Fridays.
td@nwkansas.com.

Nothing like home sweet home

It seemsthat every timeweturnonthenews, some-
thing isgoing on that shocks us even more than the
day before. Weawayshear more about thebad than
thegood, that isjust theway itis— especially inthe
news business.

Asall of you, the random shootingsin Maryland
have me wondering what the world has come to,
when someone takes your life from you for no rea-
sonatall.

For me, | guessit iseven scarier when | lived in
theareathat al thisishappening in. Withmy job, |
worked in about nine different store locations
throughout Baltimore, Prince George, and Mont-
gomery counties, and still have many friends out
there that still do work and livein these areas. The
newsisvery personal.

Yesl| dounderstandthat therearehundredsof thou-
sandsof peoplethat liveinthesmall area, andtheodds
arereally small, but nonetheless, | am happy to be
living in rural Kansas. | can also say with afair
amount of certainty that my family is happy about
that oneaswell.

When| moved outtoBaltimore, | thinkitwasquite
a shocker to both me and my family. As we were
movingin, itwasvery apparent that thisKansasgirl
wasahit out of her element. | had leased my apart-
ment over the Internet and believed that | had found
myself quite agood deal. From the pictures on the
website, it wasacuteapartment, quitelarge, andwas
aGREAT price! Littledidl know it may havebeena
great apartment, but it was not in agood neighbor-
hood, hencethereason for the price.

| didknow that my neighborhoodwasalittleshady,
and | did stick out likeasorethumb dueto thefact |

Michelle L.
Hawkins

£ 1 ® Pursuit of
1 a Richer Life

was the only one of my particular ethnicity repre-
sented, but | wasn’t surehow bad it actually was. Right
after moving, | had heard onthe newsthat Baltimore
was number one per capitain the United States for
murder, so needlessto say, | wasespecially cautious
and aware of my surroundings.

Afterlivingtherefor probably about amonth, | met
afamily whiletaking pictures of their son. As| was
talking with the parents, thefather, whowasapolice
officer for Baltimore City, asked where | was from.
He said that he could tell by my accent that | wasn't
from the area. | started telling them a bit about my-
self andwherel wasfromandwhat | wasdoinginthe
“bigcity.” Thefather asked mewherel had movedto
inBaltimore.

“Oh, | livein an apartment complex just off Lib-
erty and Rolling Road,” | said casually.

“Alone?” wastheterrified response he gave me.

At that point, the sound of hisvoicetold methat |
probably wasn't as safe as | had thought. He pro-
ceeded to tell me that he, nor any of his colleagues
would even patrol the area by themselves.

“Michelle, youneedtobevery careful andit prob-
ably wouldn’t beabad ideato move,” hesaid.

Thanks! Now that | have sighed a year lease and
movedALL myjunk upthreeflightsof stairs, some-
onefinally breaksit down for me.

A short time after my conversation with thefam-
ily, my supervisor told me that the company would
liketo offer meapromotion and atransfer to Texas.
Thefact that the company wasprepared to break my
lease, did help my decision.

Often times over the course of my four months
therel wouldwakeupto hear gunshotsinvery close
proximity to my apartment. In fact one night, | was
watching television and heard a helicopter go over-
head. It passed by very closely several times. | told
mysdlf if itwent over oncemore, | would step out onto
thebal cony and seewhat wasgoing on. Sureenough,
it passed by again. As| stepped outside, | saw the
policehelicopter withitssearchlight oncombingthe
wooded area and stream that were behind the com:-
plex. Let metell you, | did not get warm and fuzzy
feelingsfromtheevent. All of thisjust reminded me
how niceitisto beinthe country and aplace where
the news does not seem quite so bad.

*kkk*k

Hawkinsis Family Page and Religion Page edi-
tor, and al so ageneral assignment reporter/photog-
rapher for the Colby FreePress. Her columnusually
appearson Tuesdays.

In Addition: | am working on a special column
about “ Famous people we are related to.” So far,
no one has responded with their famous
ancestors...I wouldlovetoknowwhat historical fig-
ure, singer, artist, actor, etc. that you arerelated to,
for my special column. Pleasecall, write, or e-mail
mewith your response.
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