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Debate at our college
was rare this season

We havetofed abit specia at thispoint intimein the cam-
paign season.

When the debate featuring the gubernatorial hopefuls was
held at Colby Community Collegelast Sunday evening, all —
all four — of the wannabes were on stage to tackle questions
from the audience.

Andapparently that wasrareinthe2002 drivefor Cedar Crest.

Unlesswehavebeenbadly misinformed, wearetoldthat our
stage was shared for the first time by Tim Shallenburger,
Kathleen Sebelius, Dennis Hawver and Ted Pettibone— Re-
publican, Democrat, Libertarian and Reform parties, respec-
tively.

Sadly, theL eagueof WomenVotersdidn’tallow enoughtime
for meaningful responses to the questions. Sound bites don't
getit. But, conversely, weweredelighted to have been chosen
by the L eaguefor one of the political showdowns.

You might have caught the story on page 1 inlast evening’s
Free Press, where Hawver crashed thedebate at Lake Quivira
on Tuesday between Sebelius and Shallenburger. He com-
plained that hewasn’t invited.

The debate sponsors said they wanted only the two major
party candidates.

What kind of thinking isthat?

We have always felt someone seeking the highest officein
the state should be heard, regardless of how minor his party
might be. But apparently freedom of speech is not quite cov-
eted by the state’s political process.

Peopl eattending the Colby debatecameaway —well, anum-
ber of them did, anyway — feeling both Hawver and Pettibone
had someworthwhilethingsto say. Andif that wasthefeeling
here we feel badly that those attending the debate in Lake
Quiviraweredenied accesstotheir dant onthestateof thisstate.

“ThumbsUp” for Colby.

“Thumbs Down” for Lake Quivira. — Tom (TD) Dreiling,
Publisher

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageare encouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.
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Letters focus on hospital issue

Boyles, board
complimented
Thefollowing letter isin responseto a letter sent
to Roger Petrik, President, Rural Health Develop-
ment of Cambridge, Neb. by theofficer sof thenewly
formed Area Citizens for Health Care, a copy of
whichappearedintheOct. 8issueof the FreePress.
That letter was highly critical of Michael Boyles,
CEO of CitizensMedical Center, Inc. Thisletter take
an opposing view.

To Roger Petrik,

Thisisin referenceto aletter you received from
theAreaCitizensfor Health Care. Although | think
thenumber they claimtorepresentisgreatly inflated,
their viewscertainly donot represent ours, nor dowe
think it reflects more than a minority of the 6,000
peoplein our community.

We think Michael Boyles and the hospital board
aredoingagoodjobrunning CitizensMedical Cen-
ter under themost trying of times. They are uphold-
ing Federal law and standing upfor their employees
and patients. All places of work should be so fortu-
nate. We think Michael Boyles should be com-
mended, not terminated.

We do hope our community can get this problem
worked out. Wehaveenough peoplefor twoclinics,
andweall need our hospital . However, itwon’t hap-
penwith anyonethinking they’ reabovethelaw and
refusing to admit to and correct mistakes, whichis
wherewe seemto be at right now.

Thank you for letting us express our opinion.

Marilyn and Ron Walz
Colby
(Letter #147)

Statement not
totally accurate

TotheFreePress:

It has come to our attention that a statement we
made in aletter to Mr. Roger Petrik, President of
Rural Heath Devel opment of Cambridge, Neb., was
nottotally accurate. Theletterinquestionwasprinted
inthe Colby Free Presson Oct. 8.

We stated that the hospital clinic surgeonwasnot
being allowed to practicein Colorado, wheninfact
this was a probationary term. His license status is
“Active With Conditions.”

We apol ogizefor any misunderstanding thismay
have caused.

Sincerely,

AreaCitizensfor Health Care
John Kern, President

Henry Vette, Vice-President
DennisHorney, Treasurer
Carol Voisin, Secretary
Colby

(L etter #148)

Ignorance
shinesthrough
TotheFreePress:
| findtheletter writtenby AreaCitizensfor Health

Letter
Drop

® Our Readers
Sound Off

Careand published inthe Colby Free Presson Tues-
day, Oct. 8, 2002, to be defamatory, divisiveand in
many instances devoid of fact! | am constantly
amazed at the level of ignorance demonstrated by
some in our community. While anyone can support
whomever they wantto (that’ swhat makesthiscoun-
try great!), aletter of personal “ character na-
tion” doesnothingtowardresolving any of thehealth
careissueswefacein our community.

Fromwhomisthegroupgettingtheirinformation?
Whereistheir proof? Do they have first hand infor-
mation to back up their statements or isit simply a
regurgitation of someone else’s misinformation?
What “ hospital clinicsurgeon” isbeingreferredtoas
“employed by Mr. Boyles’? Who is feeding the
“disinformation” to these people?

| suspect that many of our citizensare well aware
of where someof thisdiatribeoriginated, anditissad
that somehavechosentoencourageand enabl e’ that
level of egregiousbehaviorwithlittlethought for what
arethereal facts.

Anexample of what | amtalking about . . .lab ser-
vices are till very much a part of Citizens Medical
Center (CMC)! They havenot been discontinued, as
the letter states, and they certainly have not been
shipped “out of town” asisthe custom of some. So
let’ shefactual about who hasimpactedthe*revenue
stream” at CMC!

Nor doesit seemto occur tothisgroupwhat thereal
impactisonthoseprofessionalswhowork dayinand
day outat CM Ctoprovidequality healthcaretoALL
inspiteof theconduct of somewhotry andtear down
all the good by writing letters with such inaccurate
information and distorted facts. Perhapsthey should
examinewhy thiscommunity haslost so many prior
administrators and so many doctorsover the past 28
years. Thereisonecommon denominator, anditisnot
Michael Boyles.

| think itisgood for citizensto work toward com-
mon solutionsto problems. Engaging in such defa-
matory andinsulting commentsand such fact distor-
tionasisindicated by thisgroup’sletter doesNOTH-
ING toward achieving apositiveresult.

Sad, but they don’t seemto get it!

PaulaM cDaniel
Rexford
(Letter #149)

Now for
thetruth
TotheFreePress:
Michael Boylesisnot the cause of Dr. Hildyard's
problems. Employeesat CitizensMedical Center, Inc.
(CMCI) have had to deal with this problem for 28

years. It'staken astrong board to deal with asitua-
tion that should have been dealt with years ago.
Peoplearestating they know the problemwhenthey
have never talked with Michael, the hospital board,
or ahospital employeeabout theindignitiesthat they
are put through.

Let me correct some of the inaccuracies for this
misinformed“ AreaCitizensfor Health Care” group.
Nuclear medicineisnot dissolvedinthiscommunity.
CMCI doesnuclear medicineacoupleof Saturdays
amonth at the hospital. The decision to dissolve
HomeHea thwasmadebeforeMichael Boylescame
here, becauseit waslosing money. Most communi-
tieshavedissolvedtheir homeheal thdepartmentsfor
that samereason. Thelab situation youtalk about i<
mute. Dr. Hildyard decided not to sign the contract
for lab services with the hospital. The hospital till
hasalab and Dr. Hildyard'sclinic still haslab sup-
port. TheM eal sonWheel sprograminmost commu-
nities is coordinated through a community senior
center. The hospital had taken this project on itself.
Meals were delivered by volunteers from the local
community, including CM Cl employeesvol unteer-
ing their own time. In recent monthsit was becom-
ing extremely hard to find volunteer help. For this
reason, the hospital decided to discontinue the ser-
vice. If the Area Citizens for Health Care need ¢
project, | think | just found one for them.

What employeeshavetheAreaCitizensfor Health
Care actually spoken with to know that Michael
Boyleshasdrivenemployeesaway’ ?Jerry Campbell
toldyoulikeitis. Dr. Jacobsentoldyoulikeitis. Dr.
Hildyard has created an unfair environment in this
community. Hisanticsarewel | knownthroughout the
Tri-State area.

Recruiting new doctorsis very difficult because
of hisreputation. Excellent nurseswork at the hos-
pital, but many morewill not work here because of
hisabusive nature.

And please don’'t befooled by the* AreaCitizens
for Health Care.” They do not speak for the major-
ity, not even alarge minority of people. The petition
they throw around so freely was | eft at the clinic's
front counter and everyone who entered was askec
tosignit. | wouldbefairly accurateif | said that |ess
than half of them actually read what they were sign-
ing. CMCI hasavery intelligent board. | don’t be-
lievefor oneminutethat these community members
would do anything to jeopardize this community’s
hospital.

They havegiventhegooddoctor aneasy out of this
situation that he has chosen not to accept. He can be
agood doctor, but he does not support thiscommu-
nity all by himself. Although his supporters would
likeyouto think hedoes.

Last, but not least. | would like to state my total
support fortheCMCl board and administration. They
have been put in a bad situation, not of their own
choosing, and are following the law. Please do not
let theidlethreatsand posturing of afew sway your
judgments.

Rod Williams
Colby
(L etter #150)

Bush’s dangerous dance

For aguy who claimstobea“rancher,” GeorgeW
sureisstepping inalot of cow patties. Takehisun-
declared, unlimited, undefined war against all of the
world's*evildoers.”

George claims the moral high ground in his cru-
sade against the “Axis of Evil,” but as he strides
around the globe he's stepping into some mighty
gooey and stinky allianceswith repressive, dictato-
rial, and demonstrably evil regimesinsuchplacesas
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Kuwait, and
Uzbekistan. AseventheNew York Timeshasnoted:
“Washington will be mopping up for yearsfromthe
inevitableforeign policy disastersthat come of be-
friending autocratswho maintain a stranglehold on
their own people.”

Bushisnot merely befriending thuggishdictators,
he'sarming them! He has quietly lifted restrictions
banning U.S. armsand other military resourcesfrom

Jim
Hightower

® Another
Viewpoint

being sold or given to these unsavory and unstable
regimes. In the past year the Bushites have dumped
some $3.5 billion-worth of military hardware and
support into explosive regions and into the hands of
evildoers who' Il use the weaponry to prop up their
own dictatorships. Thisincludes equipment for
Yemen'sspecial forces, Cobraattack helicoptersfor
Pakistan’s military dictator, Hellfire missiles for
Kuwait’'s repressive monarchy, and surveillance

equipment for Kyrgyzstan, aswell asarmsshipments
to governments fighting their own people in
Azerbaijan, Colombia, Ethiopia, and thePhilippines.

Thirty-two of theregimesgetting U.S. firepower
have been denounced by Bush’s own State Depart-
ment for having “poor” or worse human rights
records, and these arms will only make life more
miserable for the people there. Bush also got Con-
gresstoallocatehalf abilliondollarsfor secret sal es
of arms, so wewon't know how many weaponsare
being shipped where ... and why?

To help stop arming autocracies and fight this,
contact Business L eaders for Sensible Priorities at
212-243-3416.

Radio talk-show host and author Jim Hightower
isaformer agricultural commissioner of Texas. For
moreinformation, call 866-271-4900.



