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Disturbing comment

Tothe Colby Free Press:

Inlight of the seriousness of the* Peeping Tom” incident, for thevictims
andtheir families, | thought thecommentsmadeinthe" RandomThoughts’
columninthe Oct. 7, 2002 issue of the Colby Free Presswereill-advised.

To the reader, the comments conveyed the idea that the video tape was
being handed aroundthelaw enforcement community for viewing, whereas
inreality only theinvestigators and school personnel directly involvedin
devel oping evidenceto support theallegationsviewed thetape. My office,
andall thosein law enforcement, do not find thesekind of incidentsfodder
for levity.

Mrs. (Maxine) Nelson wasright in one comment, “it’satough job, but
somebody’sgottodoit.” Wearethe" somebody,” butweperformourjobin
aprofessional manner and treat all involved with dignity and respect.

Sincerely,

ThomasW. Jones
Sheriff
(L etter #151)

‘Compassionate conservatism’?

Tothe Colby Free Press:

| just readtheexcellent columnby Ann M cFeatterspublishedintheSalina
Journal pointing out our inability as anation to reconcile our history with
thepresent situationinIrag. Wehavedistributed theequi pment towagewar
toany and all nations, dictators, or rebel liousgroupsthat wethought would
give us advantage. It didn’t seem to be important how they stood with re-
gardsto humanrights, religious or democratic freedom.

Our president may have an excuse for having missed his history lessons
incollege. For heavenssakes! Hewasayounghappy golucky kid, bornwith
asilver spoonin hismouth and adaddy with political pull and he had more
important thingsto do— like having fun.

But, what ishisexcusefor not payingattentionto our political history from
the Vietnam erato the present? Hereally comes acrossto me asbeing the
playground bully and theworld ishis playground. No, he doesn't havethe
physical prowess of abully but he has surrounded himself with a cadre of
friendswho will support him. And those friends have the authority to con-
script you and meto do hisfighting.

Where is that ‘ compassionate conservatism’ that he campaigned on?
Whereisthat ‘ Christianethic’ heisso proud of ?Maybeif hewokeuptothe
reality of thesocial injusticesin our ownsociety aswell astheworldaround
us, hewould realizethat our unlimited resources and power to threaten any
government or official that doesn’t fit hismold will not bring about world

peace!
Thank you,
Ken Poland
Gem
(L etter #152)
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WEVE GOT SOME
MINOR CLOUDY

PATCHES BUT IT'S
MOSTLY SUNNY!

Let’s hear i1t for Lowell Graham

WHI L E the music of Tuesday’s performance of
The United States Air Force Concert Band and the
Singing Sergeants of Washington, D. C., continues
toswirl aroundinmy head, avisitor tomy officeon
Thursday afternoon — Mary Molstad — reveaed
something else about The United StatesAir Force
Band that strikes home — home asin Colby. Asin
Colby Community College. Doesthe name L owell
Graham ring abell? If not, he served as director of
music at our own college here back in the early to
mid-1970s. For many years sincethen, he hasbeen
associatedinaprominentway with TheUnited States
Air Force Band of Washington, D. C. Mary had a
clipping from another publication about Colonel
Grahamthat sheleft withmeandthat | will sharewith
you. Hisdistinguished career iscoveredintheitem.
It reads:

The United States Air Force Band said farewell
thissummertoColonel Lowell Graham(BA ‘70, MA
‘71) on the occasion of his retirement from
‘AmericasBand.’

“For 28 years, Graham has been amajor forcein
the world of music,” the announcement said. “His
influence has been felt in nearly every arenafrom
music educationto military protocol functions. Un-
der hiscommand, the Band hasbeen featured at the
world’s most prestigious music conventions, per-
formed with internationally renowned entertainers
and produced recordings that have garnered inter-
national acclaim and aGrammy.”

Grahamwasonly thefifthpersontoholdthepres-
tigiouspost of Commander Conductor of TheUnited
StatesAir Force Band in Washington, D.C., known
as"“The Chief’sOwn” band.

Thisfall, Graham will assume the chairmanship
of the Music Department at the University of Texas
at El Paso, whereheal so hol dstheAbraham Chavez
Endowed Chair.

Makes you kind of proud, doesn’t it? Col.
Graham’spathtofameincluded astay at Colby Com-
munity College. We add our congratulationsto the
many | am surethe colonel hasreceived.

| GUESS MissAmericaisgoing to get her way,

4 | Tom Dreiling
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anyway. Part of her platform is speaking to young
peopl eabout practicing abstinenceasaformof sexual
behavior. Of course that has shook up the Miss
America Pageant people — some of them, anyway
— who would rather promote the use of condoms.
Three cheers for the new MissAmerical Finally
someone’ sgot thegutsto stand upandletit beknown
thereisan aternative method of warding off sexual
behavior that seemingly floodsthe country with un-
wanted pregnancies. And shameonthoseontheMiss
AmericaPageant board who would deny thislovely
young lady her right to free speech. | just wish they
would get out of our face.

| WAS watching withinterest the* on-the-scene”
report of thelatest sniper shootinginVirginiaearlier
thisweek. Thereporter wasfilling usin on the trag-
edy viaa cable network news channel and she said,
“It happened at 8:15 p.m. — 5:15 p.m. on the West
Coast.” What in the world did the West Coast time
havetodowiththat report?LivingintheCentral Time
Zonel wouldknow that it happened at 7:15p.m., but
that has nothing to do with anything. They seem to
pick at strawstofill up air time.

NOW we wait. The United State Senate and the
Houseof Representativeshavegiven President Bush
overwhelming approval to act as he feels he should
act onthe question of Irag. | watched the Senate de-
batefarintothenight, infactit wasright around mid-
night (CENTRAL TIME, 1am. EASTERN TIME)
whenthe Senatetook itsvotelast night, or thismorn-
ing, depending on what time zoneyou livein.

HAPPY Birthday to...
Oct. 11 — Melissa Boyle, Matt Miller, Janae

Schwartzkopf, Don Krebs

Oct. 12— DustinHerschberger, Chel sey Roesch,
Andrea Zerr, David Ohlrogge, Jo Booth, Mark
Leydig, JessBaumfalk, Jeanie Krebs

Oct. 13— KarenMolstad, Clayton Bange, Karen
Raymond, ChallisHorinek

Oct. 14— AmandaMcllnay, Kenny Rogers

Oct. 15— InaceParker (95), KyleMolstad, Harol 0
Jones, Brett Mariman

HAPPY Anniversary to...

Oct. 14 — Weldon & Toni McAdams, David &
Shannon Zahradka

Congratulations!

Call us as462-3963 or email td@nwkansas.com
tohaveyour special day mentioned. And pleasekeey
usadvised of any changesin any listing. Thanksfor
your help!

| NEED to give credit to Grace for thisone. It’s
called“ThePush.”

A man and hiswife are awakened at 3 0’clock in
themorning by aloud pounding onthedoor. Theman
getsup and goesto the door where aguy who obvi-
oudly celebrated too much wasstanding inthe pour-
ing rain, asking for apush. “Not achance,” saysthe
husband, “it isthree o’ clock in the morning!” He
slamsthe door and returnsto bed. “Who wasthat?’
asked hiswife. “Just some drunk guy asking for &
push,” he answers. “Did you help him?’ she asks.
“No, I didnat! It'sthreeinthemorninganditispour-
ingout!” “Well, you have ashort memory,” sayshis
wife. “ Can’t you remember about three months agc
whenwebrokedown and thosetwo guyshel ped us?
| think you should hel p him, and should beashamed
of yourself!” Themandoesasheistold, getsdressed,
and goes out into the pouring rain. He calls out into
thedark, “Hello, areyou till there?” “ Yes,” comes
back theanswer. “ Doyoustill needapush?’ callsout
thehusband. “ Yes, please!” comesthereply fromthe
dark. “Where are you?’ asksthe husband. The guy
replies, “H-h-h’ over hereon zaswing!”

HAVE agood evening and agood weekend!

Dreilingispublisher of the Free Press. Hiscolumn
appearsWednesdays and Fridays.

Every farm Is unique

Pictureafarmandalot of peopleenvisionthefol-
lowing setting — crops, machinery, cattle, a few
chickens, ared barn, other out buildingsand afam-
ily totill the soil. Like so many other thingsin life,
today’ sconsumer tendsto stereotypetheagricultura
industry.

Step foot on afarm and thisnotion changes. Each
operation isunique. Each farm is as diverse as the
countrysideitself.

Randy and DebbieSuiter farmin Stafford County.
Thisiswheat, corn, milo, bean, alfalfa and cattle
country. Beforepigeonholingthisfarm, don’t forget
thisfamily operation comeswith a history, present
and, hopefully, abright future.

The Suiter family came to this area on a wheat
thrashing crew and decided to put downroots. Rallin
and Ora Ina Suiter purchased their first quarter in
1929. Four generationsl ater, thisoperation supports
four familiesand consists of 3,400 acres.

Plenty has changed sincetheoriginal Suiter fam-
ily began with 160 acres. Families have grown and
movedintodifferent homes. Old buildingshavebeen
torn down and replaced by larger structures. The
operational sohasincreasedinacreageand new tech-
nology isembraced with open arms.

Onecompletely different changeonthe Suiter farm
is the addition of year-around labor. The farms of
yesteryear relied on summer help from students
wanting to earn cash.

Today, it’sworrisome, and nearly impossibletoask
ayoung, inexperienced teenager to operatethe new,
high technology equipment that can cost from
$100,000t0$250,000. Tofindgood hel p, the Suiters
hire employees 12 months out of the year.

Liketheir ancestors, the Stafford County farmfam-
ily face extreme weather patterns, low commodity
prices, theloss of cattle and grain markets, highin-
put costs, numerous and costly government regula-

John
Schlageck

® \Weekly
Insight

tions and mountains of paper work. But the biggest
challengefacingthemnow isathreat totheir confined
feeding operation.

While trying to build a cattle lagoon, the Suiters
worked with a Kansas Department of Health and
Education official to ensure it met the specs this
agency drew up. Seemsthe specschangewith every
official who hasadifferent ideaof what they should
be.

“Wefilledoutall theformsfor acost-shareprogram
through EQUI P and worked with our county exten-
sionagent,” Debbiesays. “We vebeenwaitingalmost
two yearsto hear what we are supposed to do.”

Another challenge is water. Although the Suiters
rely onirrigation for some of their crops, during pe-
riods of extreme drought the farm family wasfaced
withrunningover thewater all otment. They may have
torethink the cropsthey plant inthefuture.

Thismay meanrelianceon moredrought-resistant
cropsuntil the dry weather pattern changes.

In spite of these challenges, they never seemtobe
too difficult that the Suiterswould even consider an-
other vocation or leaving their rural life.

“We have the opportunity to betogether asafam-
ily,” Debbiesays.“Wework and eat together —many
timesout in our fields. We can breathe fresh air and
smell thefreshly swathed and baled alfalfa. Wehave
close ties with our neighbors and every one in our

community looksout for one another.”

The Suiters believe they have some of the best
schoolsin the country. Schools are progressive, af-
ford the students choicesin curriculum, and disci-
pline problems are small, Debbie explains. The
schools operate efficiently with no waste of dollars
and resources.

Suchafertileenvironment for educationisimpor-
tant to the Suiters. Like their friends and neighbors
in Stafford County, they understand that an invest-
ment intheir community’syouthisaninvestmentin
their community’sfuture.

“Our teachers care for their students, each anc
every one,” Debbie says.

Rural communities, likethosein Stafford County
and other partsof Kansas, includefarms, businesses,
schools, familiesand away of lifethat must be pro-
tected. Itisaway of lifethat somefarm familiesbe-
lieveisheaded for the endangered specieslist.

“Wewouldliketocarry onthedreamsof previous
generationswho farmed here,” Debbie says.

That'swhy they goto bed each night withthehope
of waking up to abetter tomorrow.

That'swhy they work thefields, carefor their live-
stock and participateintheir rural communitieseach
day.

Livinginrural Kansasprovidestheopportunity to
make each day alittle better than before.

The fondest wish of most farmers and ranchers
remains—topasstheir land ontotheir children. They
work yearsto leave alegacy of good land steward-
ship.

John Schlageck has been writing about farming
andranchinginKansasfor 25years. Heistheman-
agingeditor of “ KansasLiving,” aquarterlymaga-
Zine dedicated to agricultureand rural lifein Kan-
sas.



