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Eagles defeat Smith Center Redmen, 36-30
By DARREL PATTILLO

Colby Free Press
The mighty Smith Center

Redmen came to Colby Friday night
with a 4-1 record and a stingy de-
fense that hasn’t been scored on a lot
this year. The Colby Eagle football
team was 1-4, and prone to giving up
big plays early.

Some people can’t be blamed for
not coming out to the game. It could
have been ugly.

But it wasn’t, and that’s why they
play the games, folks. Because
sometimes, the underdog will stand
up and shout, “We will not be de-
feated!”

The Eagles found a way to bal-
ance a running game, a passing
clinic, and a new 5-3 defense to stop
the Smith Center Redmen 36-30.
Jared Cranston threw three touch-
down passes, one to Brian Sulzman
for 33 yards; two to Jordan Harris,
back after a leg injury, for 34 and 48
yards. Ryan Arensdorf ran for two
touchdowns.

“They play in a 6-1 defense,” head
coach Brad Wildeman said. “So we
mixed it up and attacked their flats.
They didn’t have anybody out
there.”

Colby stumbled on its first two
possessions, fumbling on the third
play of the game, and turning the ball
over on an interception on its second
possession. But the Eagles, with five
men on the line, stopped the
Redmen’s vaunted wishbone attack,
and the third time Colby got the ball,
Cranston connected with Harris for
the first score of the game. The
Eagles never looked back, and never
trailed in the game. The first quar-
ter ended with Colby up 6-0.

Colby scored again with 7:56 left
in the half, after a drive that featured
five Eagle first downs. Arensdorf
pounded the ball in from the six-
yard line, and then took in the extra-
point try to put Colby up 14-0.

Smith Center came right back,
scoring from the Eagle 1-yard line
to make the score 14-8. Colby went
3-and-out, and Smith Center got the
ball back with 1:42 left in the half.
Junior Brett Dempewolf got into the
backfield on 4th and long to shut
down the Redmen’s final drive of
the half.

The Eagles went to the locker
room leading 14-8.

Smith Center came out in the sec-
ond half with pretty much the same
game plan: pound it up the middle.

But Colby wasn’t giving up any yard-
age, and the two teams traded the ball
back and forth for most of the third
quarter, until Cranston hit a streaking
Harris for a 48-yard score. Harris
caught the extra-point try and the
Eagles led 22-8.

On the ensuing kick-off, Smith Cen-
ter took the ball all the way to mid-
field, and then two plays later, scored,
but Colby stopped the conversion, and
the score was 22-14.

The Eagles started the last drive of
the third quarter from their 35-yard
line, and got a huge run from Brent
McCoy just as the quarter ended.

McCoy collapsed on the sideline
between quarters, and paramedics
worked on him for 15 minutes. McCoy
was taken by ambulance to Citizens
Medical Center, and was treated and

released. His mother Carla said this
morning that he had had breathing dif-
ficulties and a bruised side, and was
sore and stiff, but he’s alright. Coach
Wildeman said that McCoy would be
able to play Friday night.

Play resumed in the fourth quarter
with Cranston hitting Brian Sulzman
on the sideline for a 33-yard score. The
PAT was no good, and Colby led 28-14.

Smith Center got good field posses-
sion on the kick-off after Cranston first
kicked the ball out of bounds, then
Colby went offside on the second kick-
off. Smith Center scored with 9:30 left
in the game and after the PAT the score
was 28-22

On the drive again, the Eagles got a
key first down from Jared Cranston,
and then a Arensdorf reception got
them to the 4-yard line.

Two plays later, Arensdorf got into
the end zone, and then converted the
PAT to put Colby up 36-22.

With McCoy gone from the nose
guard spot, the Redmen were able to
move the ball down field, but two
penalties on their last drive helped to
chew up the clock, and there was only
1:40 left in the game when they
scored to get to 36-30.

Colby recovered the on-side kick
at mid-field and ran the clock out to
seal the win.

“This was definitely a morale
booster,” Wildeman said. “It was all
you could ask for from these kids.”

Colby hosts Scott City Friday
night at Dennen Field.

Game time is set for 7:30 p.m. This
is the first game in the district play-
offs.
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Tanner Brown (68) and the rest of the Colby Eagle defense stood up to the Smith Center Redmen Friday
night at Dennen Field.

Darrel
Pattillo

On the Ball

I hope you were at the football game
Friday night at Dennen Field. If you
weren’t there, you missed a classic.
Smith Center, described as a perennial
powerhouse, came into Colby expect-
ing, I imagine, to get a cream puff win.
Not so fast, Redmen. Our Eagles didn’t
lay down (they never do), and I for one,
thoroughly en-
joyed watching
the game. Let’s
hope the Eagles
can use this
game as a
springboard into
the post-season.

—dp—
You know, I’ve said some harsh

things this year about greed-head base-
ball players and owners, and how I
wish they would all get into a big bus
and drive off of a cliff, but I’ll be
danged if I wasn’t sitting there Sunday
afternoon rooting the Angels on.
They’re in the Series for the first time
in the club’s existence. I remember
when I was a wee lad, I had some Los
Angeles Angels baseball cards. How
much would those be worth now?

And you know what else? I hope the
Giants win the Series. Barry Bonds
deserves a ring, just like Elway de-
served his. No matter how big of a jerk
he is, Bonds has finally shown up for
the play-offs, so you gotta root for him
to go all the way. Don’t you?

—dp—
How ‘bout them Chiefs, huh? The

Chargers tried to lose that game five or
six times, but Kansas City wouldn’t let
them. It’s an example of the football

gods saying, “Well, you got that bogus
win at the beginning of the season, so
we’re going to have take this one away
from you.” It all evens out, you know.

—dp—
I’m in the early stages of Sports

Alzheimer’s. This is where a 38-year
old man keeps forgetting that he’s not

25 anymore, and
continues to par-
ticipate in sports at
a level of play that
really hurts on
Monday morn-
ings. There is a
definition of in-
sanity that goes

like this: “Insanity is doing the same
thing over and over, expecting differ-
ent results every time.” Guess what?
Next Monday morning, I’ll be sore
again. Big deal. I gotta play!

—dp—
Is it just me, or does it seem like

there’s an awful lot of sports overlap-
ping right now? You’ve got MLS soc-
cer, college basketball, college foot-
ball, NBA, NFL, NHL, and Major
League baseball and probably two or
three others that I can’t think of right
now.

Well, at least golf is over with for a
couple of weeks. I was getting close to
overload there for a minute. (My buddy
Rod gets upset if I go too many col-
umns in a row without mentioning
golf. So there you go, Rod!)

*****
Darrel Pattillo is the sports editor

for the Colby Free Press. His column
appears on Mondays.

What do you take
for a sports hangover?

‘97 Ford F-150

V-8, 4X4, AUTO, 86K, PS/PB/CC/AC/PW/PL

Was
$11,700

Now
$10,200

‘97 Chevy Silverado X-Cab
Was

$11,200

Now
$9,800

Auto, 4.3 V6, CC/AC/PW/PL, 93K

‘98 Dodge 1500

V-8, Auto, 94K, CC/AC/PW/PL, Topper

Was
$12,900

Now
$10,700

‘95 GMC Safari Conversion Van

Leather, AC/CC/PW/PL, 62K

Was
$8,900

Now
$6,900

‘99 Dodge Grand Caravan
Was

$10,200

Now
$8,600

V-6, AC/CC, 4-Door, 88K

‘94 Plymouth Voyager
Was

$3,900

Now
$2,500

V-6, Loaded, 148K

308-345-6717

BUY  •  SELL
TRADE • CONSIGN

TOP OF THE HILL

1006 West “B”
McCook

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

For all your auto cleaning needs!

Scott Harrison - 785-462-7248 - 320 W. 4th

         ~ Located at Mufflers Plus -

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory,
call Derek or Crystal at 462-3963.

Warta Chiropractic
& Fitness Club

415 N. Franklin  •  Colby  •  785-462-3350

Dr. A.J. Warta 25  years of experience as a
 licensed chiropractor

Where you can still get a full-spine adjustment for 1980’s fees!
Monday & Wednesday:

 2:00-7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday:

10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

BC/BS  CAP Provider
Simple Care Provider

Science
and Nature

Working Together
For You!

®

Apparel  •  Racing Collectibles  •  Die Cast

We Specialize in       Collectibles    785-462-8002
1/2 Mile West on Hwy. 24    •    Colby, Kansas 67701

e-mail: pitroad3@hotmail.com

ROUND TRIP TRAVEL 140 W. 4th • Colby
462-6999 • 1-888-690-7077

LAS VEGAS - Air & hotel
DISNEY WORLD - Hotel, air, park passes
MEXICO - Air & hotel
CARIBBEAN CRUISE & AIR
ALASKAN CRUISE & AIR
HAWAII - Air & hotel
LONDON, ENGLAND - Air & hotel
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA

CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!!

ALL SPECIALS MAY BE FOR
 SPECIFIC DATES AND ARE
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.

Ask about AAA, AARP, Senior
& Companion, Corporate

and Government discounts!

• • VACATION SPECIALS • •
From (per adult) $200

$505
$450

$1,050
$1,500

$740
$700
$359

No. of nights 4
3
3
5
7
3
3

Max. 45

WORLDWIDE:
Vacation

Packages,
Cruises, Tours,
Groups, Flights,
Hotels, Trains,

Cars

Branson Christmas Tour
Dec. 1-6 • 7 shows • Call for brochure!

1302 Main
Goodland KS

899-7505

Larry Washburn, O.D.
Doctor of Optometry

505 Franklin
Colby, KS

785-462-3348

ULTRA LITE STYLE
FAMILY OF LENSES

NOW

AVAILABLE!

Member
American Optometric
Association

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Colby, Kansas
Dear Chris and Beth,
     My windows look great!  Thank you for do-
ing the extra on those south windows!  I ap-
preciate the effort you put into doing a great
job!  I will recommend you to my friends!
            Sincerely, Kim Davis, Burlington, CO

“Customer Service is Our Policy”

CINDY L. CERSOVSKY

370 N. Franklin  •  P.O. Box 310 •  Colby KS 67701

Ph. 785-462-7544   Toll Free 888-462-7544

CERSOVSKY INSURANCE

Cersovsky Insurance  Inc

FARM     HOME     AUTO     BUSINESS     LIFE    CROP

Wildcats’ kicking game just not getting the point(s)
MANHATTAN (AP) — Extra

points are supposed to be easy. That’s
why they’re only worth — well, an
extra point each.

Tell that to No. 17 Kansas State.

The kicking game is in disarray at
Manhattan, where the Wildcats had
three of their five extra-point tries
blocked — and missed both of their 2-
point attempts — in Saturday’s 44-9

win over Oklahoma State. The Cow-
boys even returned one of the blocked
kicks for a 2-point defensive conver-
sion.

The timing couldn’t be worse, either,

with No. 8 Texas up next on the sched-
ule. The Longhorns dropped five spots
after losing 35-24 to No. 2 Oklahoma
on Saturday, while Kansas State
moved up two spots in the latest poll.


