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Come on people, we’re
a lot better than that

Westill haveacoupleof lettersonthedesk waiting to be published.
They deal with the ongoing controversy in our medical community.
Chancesare dimto nothing that they will ever appear.

It seemstomethat themedical controversy | etter writersmust have
gottentheir traininginletter writingfromHowtobeNegative 101in
Palitics. Youwill noticelettersin support of candidates, ditto adver-
tising, lwaysseemtofocuson thenegativesof theother side. They,
andwritersof lettersabout our medical controversy, would best serve
the reading public by finding something positive to advance.

It'seasy to call someone, or somegroup, or some peopl e, or some
organizationincompetent. It’seasy to screamat thetop of your lungs
how misinformedthepublicis. It'seasy tosmirkly proclaimthestate
of affairs asyou see them as chaos— but never give anything that
sensibly resemblesasol ution.

Wewill never, ever reach accord on our medical controversy until
cool heads prevail. And if you think for one second the hell you are
raising out there — regardless of what side of the controversy you
areon—isimpressingthepublic, think again. They'resick of it. And
if you question that statement comesit inthischair for oneday. You
might get an eye opener.

Thosewho confront usasanewspaper onour medical controversy
comefrom both sides. They usually point afinger at usand yell that
we're siding with the other side, which tells us we must be doing
something right. But thosewho contributein their own way, void of
public disclosure, are those who wonder why we haveto betearing
our town apart over something we all agree we need: medical care.
Good question.

If all of uswould expend asmuch energy on sol utioning our prob-
lem as we do tearing one another apart, the good Lord only knows
how high our star will rise.

Accentthepositive. It'shightimewedothat. Wemay haveto suck
it up, but it isnecessary. If we can’t say anything good about a per-
son, agroup or an organization, then let’s keep our lips sealed. We
only add fuel to afirewe don’t need.

Colby isjustfar better thanwhat itisshowingtotheoutsideworld.
Andif weintendto continueto betheleading city in northwest Kan-
sas, we' d better behavelikeleaders behave.

God Bless America, God Bless Colby, Kansas. — by Tom A.
Dreiling, publisher

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispage are encouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.
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BABY mice make excellent cat toys, especially
if thecatsproperly disposeof themafter playingwith
them. Apparently we have some miceliving in a
small outbuilding where my husband stores straw.
Both catsliketo linger in the area and then can be
seen playingwith somesmall object out onthelawn,
whichisfine, aslongasthey keepit out onthelawn.

Baby issograteful tohaveawarm homethiswin-
ter, shekeepsbringing melittle tokens of apprecia-
tion. Shebroughtinayoung mousetheother day, and
| was so shocked, | called on the neighbor to help
catchit. | knew | couldn’t outrun it. The neighbor
picked it up by thetail, put it into abowl, and threw
it outside. The next day, Baby brought in asmaller
mouse, and thistime| had enough presenceof mind
tograbit by thetail, and dispose of it.

WEe' ve never been ones to have rodents as pets.
They don’t go well with cats. We did have awhite
rat once someone gave us. He bit everyonein the
family except me. Guess he was smart enough not
to bitethe hand that fed him.

_mn_

| attended the telephone hearing of the hospital/
Dr. Hildyard matter Thursday morningandwasglad
District Judge Jack Burr left thetemporary restrain-
ing order in place until after the hearing between
Hildyard and the hospital board. The hearing had
been set for Nov. 6, but Hildyard's attorney said he

| wish the Nobel Peace Prize Committee had not
usedtheprize, supposedly apolitical, totakeapoliti-
cal shot at currentAmericanforeignpolicy. Theshot
didn’t diminish Jimmy Carter, whose passionisun-
doubtedly world peace, whatever onemight think of
his politics or ability, but it did diminish the stand-
ing of the prizeitself, at least in my opinion.

Thomas Jefferson said the price of freedom was
eternal vigilance. | would add the price of peaceis
asoeternal vigilance. WilliamBuckley oncesaidthat
theNobel PeacePrize, if givenfor results, shouldgo
tothe American Secretary of Defense each year.

His point was that American power had been the
key element in enforcing ageneral peace, although
at times precarious, in the modern era. While one
might arguetheextensivenessof the peaceenforced
by American forces, the principleis sound.

Even the Pax Romana, the Roman peace, wasen-
forced by theability of theRoman L egionsto defeat
any and all who threatened the empire, thereby giv-
ing pause to anyone who might threaten their well-
being.

To placethat in amodern context, I’ m quite sure
that Saddam Hussein' srecent willingnessto comply
with United Nationsdirectives concerning armsin-
spectors had more than alittle to do with American
willingnessto use armed force to remove him from
hisposition.

Theapostle Paul, when meeting withthe el dersof
thechurchinEphesusfor what hebelievedtobepos-
sibly the last time, warned them about the dangers
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had a conflict of interest, so the meeting was to be
rescheduled. Theorder will not bedissolved until the
hearing isheld and adecision reached.

The public meeting Thursday night was well at-
tended and upbeat. Suggestionswere solicited from
the audience, and | was glad to see several people
submitting suggestions. | hopethe partiesconcerned
can reach an agreement.

-mn-

| want to compliment the students at Colby Com-
munity College. I’ mtakingaclassinart history at the
college (loving it alot), and the students are so nice
tome. They comeand opendoorsfor me,andoneeven
helped me walk down the hill when the wind was
blowing. Dr. Mikel Ary always says they are ‘the
creamof thecrop,” and heisright.

_mn_
THE weatherman on one of the morning shows
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of thosewhowould comefromwithintheir ownnum-
bersto destroy that church.

Heencouraged vigilanceand awillingnessto con-
frontevilwhenhesaid, “ Kegpwatchover yourselves
and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made
you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God,
which he bought with hisown blood. | know that af -
ter | leave, savage wolves will comein among you
and will not spare the flock. Even from your own
number menwill ariseanddistort thetruthinorder to
draw away disciplesafter them. Sobeonyour guard!”

I’m still not sure that war with Iraq isthe best an-
swer and I’ m surethat violence will only beget vio-
lenceinthelongrun. |’ malsocertainthat Paul would
not have encouraged theleadersinany churchtouse
thesamekind of forcein protectingthecongregations
they are overseeing.

Thewillingnessto useforce, however, seemstobe
the only thing the man that rulesin Baghdad under-
stands and the responsibility of civil authoritiesto
protect their citizens, even by force, isvery much a

don't like

was broadcasting from Maine Friday morning. He
wastheretoobservethefall foliage. Whenthey tele-
cast local scenes, the trees all looked like various
shades of greento me.

We have been having agloriousfall sofar, and |
will put our local foliage colorsup against any, any-
where, not to mentionthegorgeousfall flowersstill
inbloom. Thisseemstobean exceptionally good year
for yellow, from the yellow chrysanthemums anc
marigoldstothegold of someof our trees. Thereisa
largeashtreejust north of our housewhichturnsbril-
liant gold in good years. (In other years, the leaves
just turn brown and fall off.)

Retirement Life, National Association of Retired
and Current Federal Employees magazine, reports
the U.S. Forest Service operates atoll free number
to providerecommended viewing datesfor fall foli-
age. The number is 1-800-354-4595 (the Internet
addressishttp://fs.fed.us/news/fall.shtml).

If you can't afford the time or money to make &
trip out of town, just take adrive around Colby anc
observeour home-grown beauty. Of course, thiswas
writtenonFriday. By thetimeit getsprinted, Mother
Nature may have changed thelooks of the area.

*kkk*k

MaxineNelsonisaretirededitor/reporter for the
Colby FreePress. Sheremainsa frequent contribu-
tor.

part of Biblical teachings.

It isworst sort of pie-in-the-sky optimism that
expectseveryonetoplay niceif wedo, whileitisthe
worst sort of cynicismtosink tothelevel of thosewhc
would usethe power and authority invested in them
for their own personal gratification.

| wonder if we haven’t done both sometimes
and I’m convinced the movers and shakers on the
world stage have missed the most important point.

Saddam Hussein is not the problem. Neither was
any other dictator or despot we care to name. Pov-
erty isnot the problem, nor islack of democracy or
any other social ill. The problem with world peace
is people. So long aswe are willing to put up with
evil and call it good, wewill haveaproblemwithit.

Aslongasweareunwillingto confront evil where
it lives, whether it affects us or not, we will haveto
eventually deal with dictatorsand despots, because
eventually they will affect us.

Worldpeacestarts, likemost every other endeavor,
whether good or ill, in the home and it begins with
the Bible. When all children are taught the Golder
Rule and grow up knowing a God that loves them
enough to die for them, world peace will become &
reality.

Until then, we'll just haveto muddlefrom onecri-
sistothenext.

*kkk*k

A. Jay Kelley is the evangelist for the church of
Christin Colby, and a former Colby Free Pressre-
porter. Hise-mail isjkelley@nwkansas.com.
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