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Polling
causing
concern

TOPEKA (AP) — Two consumer
advocates expressed concern Thurs-
day about Westar Energy Inc. polling
onthe governor’srace.

The polling suggested that as of
early October, Republican Tim
Shallenburger wascuttinginto Demo-
crat Kathleen Sebelius' lead. The GOP
candidate cited the poll without men-
tioning the Westar connection.

James Zakoura, an Overland park
attorney who represents large Westar
customers, and Walker Hendrix, con-
sumer counsel for theCitizens' Utility
Ratepayers Board, said they worry
Westar istrying to influencethe race.

Thenextgovernor will appoint—or
reappoint— the three membersof the
Kansas Corporation Commission,
which regulates utilities.

Also, a Sebelius spokeswoman
questioned whether Westar, thestate's
largest el ectric company, collaborated
on poll questionswith Shallenburger.

However, aWestar spokesman and
Shallenburger’s campaign manager
saidthetwohad nodirect contact. They
said Shallenburger’s campaign pur-
chased the poll results through the
Oklahoma City consulting firm that
did the Westar polling and al so works
for Shallenburger.

Neither Westar nor Shallenburger
saw the polling as unusual. Westar
spokesman Doug Lawrence said the
poll asked more than two dozen ques-
tions, some related to the company’s
image.

Lawrence said Westar isn’t passing
polling costs to its 640,000 electric
customers.

Shallenburger campaign manager
Alan Cobb, aformer Koch Industries
executive, said large companies rou-
tinely poall.

A full poll typically costs between
$10,000 and $20,000, he said, while
the Shallenburger campaign expectsto
pay between $500 and $1,000 for its
results.

Thepoll wasconducted Oct. 6-7and
Shallenburger gave reporters a sum-
mary on Oct. 8.

Thepoll showed Shallenburger trail-
ing Sebelius 37 percent to 46 percent,
with 14 percent undecided and 2 per-
cent leaning toward minor party can-
didates. The sampling error was 4.3
percentage points.

Hendrix, whorepresentsresidential
and small-businessconsumers, saidhe
is concerned the polling was done
“withtheexpectation of someoutcome
hereat the KCC.”

Eight cities join
to aid the elderly

DODGECITY (AP) — If Kansans
believethat elderly citizensshould be
abletoliveintheir own homesaslong
as possible, then their hometowns
ought to provide elder-friendly set-
tings.

SogoesthethinkingbehindtheLife-
long Communities Initiative, a new
project in which eight cities— with
help from the state— will assesshow
well they serveol der residentsandthen
make plansfor doing better.

Theother participating communities
areAtchison, Concordia, Garden City,
Great Bend, Hiawatha, Topeka and
Winfield.

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 70

Low thismorning, 29

Year ago today, 57and 30

Temperature at 12:15 today, 65

Recordsfor Oct.18,90in 1927,
22 in1898

Theforecast

Generally clear skieswith lows
in the 30s and highs in the upper
40stolower 50sthough Sunday. A
changeshould occur Sunday night
withrain or snow expected. Mon-
day should becloudy withhighsin
the lower 50s and Tuesday could
bring another chance of rain or
Snow.

Colby Water Usage
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Members of the Kansas Association of Airports are in Colby for their fall workshop. The workshop is
being held at Colby’s Quality Inn (formerly the Ramada Inn). ABOVE: Members of the Association viewed
a computer slide show as part of its work session.

DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press

On Iraq situation
U.S. backsaway from resolution

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — After
backing away from a demand that a
new U.N. resolution explicitly autho-
rize military force against Irag, the
Bush administration made clear it al-
ready hastheauthorizationit needsto
attack.

Confronting strong global opposi-
tion to awar against Iraq, the United
Statesofferedacompromiseresolution
aimed at winningsupport from France,
Russia and China, who want to give
Iraq a chance to cooperate with U.N.
weaponsinspectorswithout thethreat
of force.

Thenew U.S. resolutionmakesclear
Baghdad will face consequencesif it
obstructs inspections, diplomats said
Thursday.

But it drops tough language in the
initial U.S. proposal instructing in-
spectorsto report any “interferenceor
problems” tothe U.N. Security Coun-
cil andthenauthorizing member states
to use “all necessary measures” to
force compliance — agreen light for
military action.

Instead, the compromise calls for
inspectors to “report immediately to
thecouncil any failureby Iraqto com-
ply with its disarmament,” according
to excerpts of the new U.S. proposal
obtained by The Associated Press.

Onceafailurewasreported, the Se-
curity Council would conveneimme-
diately “to consider the situation and
theneedfor full compliancewithall the
relevant council resolutionsinorder to
restore international peace and secu-
rity.”

Some diplomats saw the compro-
miseasavictory for France, whichled
theoppositiontotheorigina U.S. pro-
posal.

French diplomats were reported to
be pleased with the elimination of the
referenceto “all necessary measures”
but concerned about other phrasesthat
couldtrigger military action, suchasa
reference to Iraq being in “material
breach” if it violatesany U.N. resolu-

tion.

A senior White House official,
speaking on condition of anonymity,
said “material breach” could beinter-
preted as allowing for consequences,
and was used by the United Statesto
takemilitary actioninKosovoin 1999
to oust Slobodan Milosevic’sforces.

Secretary of State Colin Powell
spoke by telephone with his French
counterpart Thursday, and officialsin
Pariswere studying thelatest U.S. of -
fer.

InMoscow, Russian ForeignMinis-
ter Igor Ivanov welcomedthenew U.S.
proposal and said Powell told him it
would be presented formally to the
council within days.

“Webelievethat therearefavorable
conditionsnow to preservetheunity of
the global community and ensure the
return of international inspectors and
their efficient work in Irag,” lvanov
said.

While the United States, with Brit-
ish support, has pressed for asingle
U.N. resolution spelling out conse-
quences if Iraq fails to comply with
inspectors, France has pressed for a
two-step approach.

France’s U.N. Ambassador Jean-
DavidL evittesaid Francewassticking
to its demand for afirst resolution to
tougheninspections— andasecondto
authorize action against Irag only if it
obstructsinspections. That positionis
supported by China and Russia, the
other veto-wielding council members.

ButtheWhiteHouseofficial insisted
that the U.S. compromise would give
President Bush“maximumflexibility”
to mete out consequences should
Saddam not comply — and a second
resolution would not be needed for
Bushto act against Irag.

“The United States does not need
any additional authority, even now, if
wefeltit wasnecessary to take action
to defend ourselves,” Powell said in
New York. “The United Statesis now
operating behindtheauthority givento

thepresident by ajoint resolution of the
Congress.”

The crisis began five weeks ago
whenBushaddressedtheU.N. General
Assembly and told skeptical world
|eaderstoconfrontthe” graveand gath-
eringdanger” posed by Irag— or stand
aside asthe United States acts.

Iraq responded to the escalating
threat of U.S. military action by sud-
denly inviting U.N. weapons inspec-
tors to return after barring them for
nearly four years. The inspectors | eft
Baghdad in December 1998 ahead of
U.S. and British air strikes punishing
Iraq for obstructing their work.

Inspectors must certify that Irag’s
chemical, biological and nuclear
weapons programs have been de-
stroyed before sanctions imposed on
Iraq after its 1990 invasion of Kuwait
can belifted.

Thestandoff amongthefiveperma-
nent, veto-wielding membersdragged
on for weeks behind closed doors. On
Wednesday and Thursday, the council
held apublic debate on the Iraq crisis
for thefirst time.

Morethan 60 countriesspokeduring
thedebate, whichwasrequested by the
Non-Aligned Movement comprising
115 mainly developing countries
pressing for apeaceful solution.

AmbassadorsfromAsia,Africa, the
MiddleEast and L atinAmericawarned
that anew war would addtothesuffer-
ing of Iraqgis, possibly engulf the
Middle East and have dire conse-
quences for global stability. With the
exception of Britain and Israel, they
refused to endorse the original U.S.
demand.

“The message was we don’t want
war, we want peace. We can resolve
this peacefully,” said South Africa’s
U.N. Ambassador Dumisani Kumalo,
whose country heads the movement.
“1t showed that many, many countries
want the inspectors to return to Iraq
immediately ... so the Security Coun-
cil just hasto let them go.”

Ticketsstilla‘go’
for Hospice event

By TOM (TD) DREILING
Free Press Publisher

A timely reminder wasissued today
that tickets are still available for the
2002 Hospice Auction & Dinner in
Colby next Saturday, Oct. 26. Thean-
nual event will be held at the Comfort
Inn Convention Center.

AnnetteK assel man, president of the
local Hospice Advisory Board, said,
“Weran out of ticketsand had to get a
reprint. With nearly 200 auctionitems
and City Limits primerib dinner, the
word isout that it's going to be a spe-
cial evening.”

For timeconsciousindividuals, here

isthe schedule:

* 5:30 p.m. — silent auction and
socia hour

*6:30 p.m. —dinner

«7:30p.m.—liveauction, featuring
Tom Harrison, Tom Simpson of TNT
Auctions.

Kasselman commented, “ It sagood
cause and the community’s response
has been heart-warming.”

Ticketscan be purchased at Kansas
Quick Lubeor at Colby Bowl. Thecost
is$25 and that includesthedinner anc
admission to the auction.

You can call 800-315-5122 for ad-
ditional information.

Salina’s Lawton Nuss
joins Supreme Court

TOPEKA (AP)—Withindaysafter
becoming the newest member of the
Kansas Supreme Court, Justice
Lawton Nussexpectsto don hisblack
robe and join the other six members
hearing argumentsin cases.

Nuss, 49, of Salina, was swornin
Thursday by Chief Justice Kay
M cFarland during aspecial court ses-
sion. Hereplaced Edward L arson, who
retired in September, as some 250
spectatorsin the courtroom watched.

After his five children helped him
put on his robe, Nuss walked behind
thebench, shook handswith each new
colleagueandtook the seat onceoccu-
pied by Larson.

During his remarks, Nuss said, “|
havebeengivenwhat | truly believeto
bethegreatest jobin Kansas.”

Nuss' appointment was the first of
three positions Graves is expected to
makebeforeleaving officein January.

Larson was thefirst to leave because
of themandatory retirement ageof 70.
Starting Monday, thestate’ shighest
courtwill hear argumentsin sometwo
dozenscases. Thechief justicesaidthe
newest member already isupto speed.
“He'll be fully equipped and pre-
pared to participate starting at 9 am.
Monday,” shesaid, adding that hewill
writethreeopinionsfromthismonth’s
cases, aswill the other justices.

Nuss brings to the court some 20
yearsof experienceinprivatepractice.
M cFarland sai d having someonecome
straight from private practice to the
bench will help the court.

“Things have changed in the prac-
tice of the law over the years,”
McFarland said. “He will add a good
dimension to our court.”

The other justices came to the Su-
preme Court from lower court posi-
tions.

and trying to rob him.

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

A Greyhound bus passenger tele-
phoned the Colby police Thursday
afternoonfromMcDonald’'swith an
alarming report.

Accordingto Colby Police Depart-
ment investigator Gary Shull, the
man, whom Shull would notidentify,
called police from McDonald's at
3:05 p.m. and told them that 10

Law enforcement officials responded to a Greyhound bus Thursday
afternoon at McDonald’s restaurant. A passenger had called the
Colby police and claimedthat 10 people inthe restaurantwere armed

Respond to alarming call

DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press

peoplein the restaurant were trying
torob him.

Police and other law enforcement
personnel responded to the scene,
and were unabl e to substantiate the
caller’sclaim. Shull said that High
PlainsMental Healthwascontacted,
and after they interviewed themanit
wasdeterminedthat hewasnothreat
to the public, and he was subse-
quently released.
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Commissioners to meet

If you need moreinformation, please call the county clerk’s of -

fice at 462-4500.

TheThomas County Commissionersmeet Monday at 9a.m. at

thecourthouse. Denny Burkeand Pam M edfordwill discussprop-
erty lines and road access; Undersheriff Mike Baughn will dis-
cussabill from CitizensMedical Center; and Gerry Fulwider will

giveareport onloan funds.

College board to meet Monday

The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Colby Com-
munity Collegewill beheldonMonday at 5p.m. intheboardroom
of theThomasHall administration building. Itemsof businesson
the agenda include a bookstore tour, approval of contracts, ap-
proval of agreements, computer bids, el ectrical bids, request for
early retirement, and payment of claims.

Public health meeting scheduled
TheArea Citizensfor Health Care will hold an open meeting
on Wednesday, Oct. 23 in the Little Theater in the Colby Com-
munity Building. The meeting will start at 7:30 p.m. The public
isinviteand urged to attend.

SHARE delivery announced

SHARE delivery is Saturday Oct., 26, at 9 a.m. at the Sacred
Heart School gym. Menufor theOctober order is: Little Smokies,
bratworst, chickenbreast fillets, ham steak, chicken pot pie, broc-
coli, cauliflower, lettuce, apples, grapes, tangerines, grapefruit,

will present their fall Concert starting at 7:30 p.m. in the high

school auditorium on Tuesday, Oct. 22. (Note: thisis achange
from the school calendar). Along with American folk songs, the
choirswill perform selections in Latin, Spanish, Hebrew, and

Samoan. A reception sponsored by theM usic Boosterswill beheld
inthe CommonsArea after the concert’s conclusion.

Kids to collect food on Sunday

The Colby Girl Scoutswill be participating in the “Trick-or-
Treat So OthersCan Eat” program thiscoming Sunday from 2 tc

“Genesis.”

andrice. If interestedinordering an October share, call 462-3579.

A food shareis $16.50 plustwo hours of volunteer time.

Voter books close Monday afternoon
The last day toregister for theNov. 5 electionisMonday, said Vocal departments to perform

Tracey Perkins, county clerk. Thebooks closeat 5p.m. that day.

TheColby Middle School and High School vocal departments

4 p.m. They will bejoining the Catholic Youth Organization anc
United Methodist Youth aswell as other community volunteers
to go door-to-door collecting non-perishableitemsfor the Gen-
esisFood Bank. Food items may beleft onthefront step marked

Boy Scouts taking popcorn orders

Boy Scouts are going door-to-door in the Colby area taking
popcorn orders as part of their annual fund raising effort. Deliv-

ery will bein November around Thanksgiving. Call 694-2599.
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