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Homeland Security:
we do have a problem

Who haven't we heard from during thistime of terror in the
Washington, D. C. area?

Remember the name “Homeland Security” ?

It seems odd that Tom Ridge, the director of that office, and
theadministrationingeneral, havekept alow profileasAmeri-
cans are being shot dead by asniper or snipers.

We arebeing told that the murders are not aterrorist-related
activity. Bull! 1t takes an empty head to come to that conclu-
sion. That areaof thecountry isterrified by theseactsof terror-
ism, regardless of whether it isadomestic or international or-
deal.

But, again, whereis*Homeland Security” ?They haveissued
all sortsof warnings, evento the elevated color of orange, the
second most severeonthecolorful board maintained by Ridge.
But yet asthe sniper or snipers continueto lead Americansto
the cemetery thisofficeissilent. Deadly silent.

We were supposed to feel somewhat safe with Homeland
Security in place. Homeland Security, protecting the
homeplace. What kind of protection are we currently receiv-
ing?

Maybethe President needsto put Saddam “Insane” Hussein
on the back burner for now and concentrate on the attack —
andthatisexactly whatitis—thatisliterally allowing Ameri-
cansto drop dead intheir tracks. Mr. Bush needsto get off the
campaign trail and onthetrail of amurderer or murderers.

What isgoing onwith thisbackdrop of silenceisnot accept-
able. Law enforcement cando only so much. Andif Homeland
Security can't protect thehomeplacemaybeitisawasteof time
and money

One sniper death was one too many.

Theterror continues.

Itisterror.

Don'ttry totell those peopleback thereitisn’t. —Tom (TD)
Dreiling, Publisher

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispage are encouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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Lots of unsolicited

| DONOT wanttoloseweight. | don’'treally need
to.1’'m5-8, and hang around 175 to 180 — depend-
ing on how heavy theshoesarethat | amwearingon
theday | stepontothescale. | cannot openmy email
each day without some weight loss goofanization
trying to lure me into their lose-weight-quick pro-
gram. | would ventureto say the only thing | would
lose quickly if | wereto join would be my money.
How dothey know | needtoloseweight without even
knowing me? Oh, yes, there’s the bunch who want
meto quit smoking, which | did some32+ yearsago.
Andthere' salsoagroupwho hasjust thekind of diet
I needtochangemefromheadtotoe. | wonder which
toe. Itisendless. | would ventureto say that when |
open my email each morning there are between 60
and 90 messageswaiting, witharound 70 percent of
themtotally worthless. When you seethem so often
and you know that at onetime or another you prob-
ably opened them, you simply junk ‘em unopened.
But no matter what you do they show up again and
again. And don’t ever try to get rid of them by fol-
lowing theinstructionstelling you how to properly
deletethem. That’ smistake#1. They’ rewithyoufor
life. Whilewritingthisitem|’ vebeenalerted 7times
of incoming email. Onewasfrom an occasional ex-
change. Theotherswerefillerforfile13. 1f youthink
telemarketers are pests, you don’t have email. But
despitethosedrawbacks, I’ dfindithardtolivewith-
out. It would belike not having atelephone.

Time change takes effect this coming Sunday.
Turnyour clocksback onehour beforegoingtobed
Saturday night.

ONE WEEK and oneday fromtoday isHallow-
een. | hopefor favorable weather sothekiddiescan
cometrick-or-treating. | hatestocking upwithgood-
iesandthen haveM other Naturerain or snow onmy
Halloween. It'salwaysahighlight of thefall season
as| reflect back onthedayswhenmy kidswerelittle
onesand| wouldtakethemaround thenei ghborhood

They hate

Avyear afterlaunchingthewar onterror, theworld's
sole superpower needsto wake up to apainful real-
ity. TheUnited Stateshasthecapability tooverwhelm
its adversaries through military might, but, in the
process, itislosingthebattlefor “ heartsand minds.”
Rather thanaconsensusfor theAmericanwar against
Irag, there isinternational opposition to any U.S.
military actioninlragfrommuch of Europeand most
of the Muslim and devel oping world.

Thislosing battle prompted the U.S. government
to gather foreign and American experts together in
Washington to, in the words of State Department
spokesman Robert Boucher, “explore the roots of
anti-Americanism around theworld, what it means
for the United States and how the United States can
address

it.” Apop-styleradiostationinArabichasalsobeen
launchedin an apparent bidto“ sell” the message of
Americato the massesin the Arab world. Not sur-
prisingly, aformer M adison Avenue advertising ex-
ecutive now headsthe State Department’ s Office of
Public Diplomacy.

But it doesn’t require aspecial conferenceto ex-
plain what has gone awry. The problem of anti-
Americanism worldwideisrootedin U.S. palicies,
notinapublicrelationsfailure, orinsomeamorphous
“they” hating “our” freedoms. And the problem is
being compounded by the drumbeat of war against
Iraq coming from administration and media hawks
alike.

By treating publicopinionintheMuslimworldand
elsewhere aslittle more than a media damage-con-
trol exercise, public diplomacy becomes primarily
ameanstoavoidthereality of how U.S. policiesare

Tom Dreiling
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and watch the expressionson their little faces asthe
personat thedoor would had themmini-bars, or other
sweet treats. | remember my brother Jim, who, onone
particular Halloween night thought he’ d beasmarty
andwhensomeof theolder trick-or-treaters— of high
school age— cametohisdoor heinvitedtheminand
gave each one of them aglass of water. He chuckled
at their surprised reaction. But he didn’t chuckle at
their payback — soaped, very soaped car windows. |
bet they were chuckling asthey did their dirty deed.

HAPPY Birthday to...
Oct. 23— Conrad Reed, Heather Spitznagel, Kari

Taul, Carol Lovenstein

Oct. 24— Bridget Bickner, Roger Raymond, Jes-
sicaWiens, Curt Stephens, Preston Stephens, Gary
Kaufman

HAPPY Anniversary to...

Oct. 23— George & Dorothy L adenburger

Oct. 24— Steve & Karen Molstad

Congratulations!

Call usat 462-3963 or email td@nwkansas.comto
have your special day mentioned. And please keep
usadvised of any changesinany listing. Weneed your
help to keep the calendar accurate. Many thanks!

| SEE wherewegot 0.25inchesof moistureout of
therainsof Tuesday. That bringsthe month’stotal to
1.22 inches. WE' Il takeit. Right? Right! Suredidn’t
likegetting thethick coat of iceoff thecar’ swindows
thismorning. Little early for that. Low thismorning

TREEE

dvice
settled in at 27 degrees.

| WAS going to pass along a surefire recipe for
warding off thefluandcolds. A reader calleditinlast
week but | misplaced it. Perhaps she will be kind
enoughto givemeacall back. Thanks!

THISoneisfor al youfishermen out there.

It wasacoldwinter day (kind of liketoday) when
an old manwalked out onto afrozen lake, cut ahole
intheice, droppedin hisfishinglineand beganwait-
ingfor afishtobite. Hewastherefor almost an hour
without even anibblewhen ayoung boy wal ked out
ontotheice, cut aholeintheice not to far from the
old manand droppedin hisfishingline. It only took
about aminuteand WHAM! aL argemouth Basshit
hishook and theboy pulled inthefish. The old mar
couldn’t believeit but figured it wasjust luck. But,
theboy droppedinhislineand againwithinjust afew
minutes pulled in another one. Thiswent on and on
until finally the old man couldn’t take it any more
sincehehadn’t caught athing all thistime. Hewent
totheboy and said, “ Son, I’ ve been herefor over an
hour without evenanibble. Youhavebeenhereonly
afew minutes and have caught about half a dozen
fish! How doyoudoit?’

The boy responded, “Roo raf roo reep ra rums
rrarm.”

“What wasthat?’ the old man asked.

Againtheboy responded, “ Rooraf rooreeprarums
rarrm.”

“Look,” said the old man, “I can’'t understand &
word you are saying.”

So, theboy spitaglobintohishandandsaid, “ You
haveto keep thewormswarm!”

HAVE agood evening!
*kkk%k
Dreilingispublisher of theFreePress. Hiscolumn
appears  Wednesdays and Fridays.
td@nwkansas.com

us because we're arrogant

Mushahid
Hussain

® Another
Viewpoint

felt and viewed by much of theworld. But just afew
policy changeswouldgoalongway innarrowingthe
gap betweenthe U.S. and international public opin-
ion, particularly in the most volatile and dangerous
regionsof our planet.

For starters, all violenceagainstinnocent civilians
should becondemned, whether itiscommitted by the
TalibanortheNorthernAlliance, Palestiniansuicide
bombers or the Israeli Army, Kashmiri militants or
thelndianArmy, theRussian Army or the Chechens.
Thenational or religiousorigin of thevictimsshould
not blunt afirm condemnation of the perpetrators.

A few more stepsto take:

« Respect the U.N. Charter and international law.
“Mightisright” isan outdated concept in aninterde-
pendent world, and rejecting international agree-
mentsarrived at by consensus, likethe International
Criminal Court and the Kyoto Treaty, or the refusal
toaccord eventhebasic preceptsof Americanjustice
totheMuslimdetai neesat Guantanamo Bay, i sdeeply
upsetting evento America sclosest alies.

« Practice what you preach. Seeking to “restore’
democracy by removing a thuggish dictator like
Saddam soundsgood. But very recently theworld saw

Washingtonwink at acoup agai nst theel ected Presi-
dent of Venezuel a, acquiesceto General Musharraf's
attemptstorulePakistan by diktat, and openly reward
corrupt and undemocrati c governmentsthroughout
Central Asiaasalliesinthewar on terrorism.

» Ownupto past policies. Whether it waswal king
away fromAfghanistanin 1989, which created afer-
tilegroundfor thelikesof Osamabin Laden, or sup-
porting Saddam in the 1980s to contain Iran by al-
lowing him to stockpile and use “weapons of mass
destruction,” theUnited Statesneedsto start accept-
ing responsibility for the consequencesof past poli-
cies.

* Developalittlehumility inforeignpolicy. Ironi-
cally thisis something that George W. Bush advo-
cated when he was campaigning for the presidency
in 2000, an honorabl e position he seemed to forget
after hebecamepresident. Theadministration’smili-
taristic unilateralism towards the world’s pressing
issues, whichisdismissiveof criticsandalliesalike,
is alienating the rest of the world in away that no
billions spent on public diplomacy can rectify.

Surely decision-makersinWashingtondon’ t neec
Madison Avenue executives and more taxpayer-
funded conferencesto figure out where the root of
much of the anti-Americanism in the world comes
from. It’snot about bad P.R.; it’sabout bad policies.

*kkk*k

Mushahid Hussain, a former information minis-
ter in Pakistan, isajournalist for many South Asian
publicationsand an analyst ontheMuslimworldfor
ForeignPolicy InFocus, aWashington, D.C., think-
tank. For moreinformation, visit: <http://mww.ips-
dc.org>.
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I MEAN, YOU MUST FEEL LIKE
A GO, HURLING YOUR THUNZER-
BOLTE ACROGS CYBERGACE,
ANSHERABLE \ _ =
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NELL, YEAH..,
YEAH.., ITEA
FRETTY GMILAR
FEELING TOTHAT
SOMETIMIES...

OF COURGE, STILL! I BET
MOSTLYI — YOUHAVE THE




