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We need to keep Rundell

TotheFreePress:

Pleasewritein (X) Sonny Rundell’snameon Nov. 5to continuehisposi-
tion of 14 yearson the State Board of Education. Sonny hasbeen arational
conservative member of the Kansas State Board of Education.

Sonny’s leadership has had agreat deal to do with the fact that Kansas
studentsrank in thetop five on nationwidetests.

He best representsthe educational values of western Kansas.

State Board of Education - (X) Sonny Rundell

Kirk Nielsen
Colby
(L etter #156)

Publisher is way off base

TotheFreePress:

Your editorial in the Oct. 23 edition of the Colby Free Press Viewpoint
column sort of |eft meamazed that you areactually the publisher of anews-
paper. Do you actually read the news wires you receive each day? If you
do, you should know that even though Tom Ridge has been appointed Di-
rector of Homeland Security, heisjust basically a man with no authority,
no meaningful office, nolawsto back him.....he'sjust, well, Tom Ridge.

At thispoint in time Mr. Ridge and his“ office” arebasically uselessin
the east coast shootingsinvestigation. Why? Because your liberal Demo-
cratic buddiesin the Senate are sitting on thelegislation that would |l egiti-
mately create and fund this cabinet position. So | really don’'t understand
how you canjump all over thisman until heisin aposition wherehecould
actually have animpact.

Furthermore, how can you in good conscience jump on President Bush
for theway theinvestigati onisgoing concerning thismadman’satrocities?
Every law enforcement agency in (Washington) D.C., Virginiaand Mary-
landarealready onthecase, includingthe Feds. ThosearethesameFederal
agentsby theway that would ultimately beunder the* Homeland Security”
umbrella. Personally, | wouldrather havethe President’ sattention focused
onthreatsposed by thosewith weaponsdelivery systemsthat canwipeout
thousands of Americansat atimerather than alone sick gunman.

Allinall, ’m not sureif the Office of Homeland security isthat great of
anidea. My theory isless central government is better government, but |
still won't sit by and let you bash thisadministration asif these shootings
weretheir fault. My belief isthat in the end, local law enforcement agen-
cieswill put anendtotheterror ontheeast coast. Whileyou, asistypical of
most liberal journalists, will continueto believethat thefederal government
and only the federal government can be a solution to any problemin this
nation.

So Tom, wanhaput somemoney onwho solvesthisone? Youknow where
my money lays.

Keith Reavis
Colby
(Letter #157)

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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In two words: Thank you

Experience can be agood teacher. It'sjust that |
wish sometimes | didn’t have to experience some-
thing firsthand in order to appreciate “ acts of kind-
ness’ from others. In this busy world, and while |
havethought of myself ashel pful and kind, through
thisrecent “ experience”

| havegained amuch deeper insight that | will not
soon forget. So the next time | know of something
similar that might happen, heavenforbid, toafriend
orevenanacquaintance, | will probably domorethan
| might have prior to my own situation.

L et meexplain. About five weeks ago, | had sur-
gery onmy neck. Itwasanongoing problemand after
all other possible remedies were exhausted, an op-
erationwastheonly other solution. Not something |
wasoverly excited about, but then anyone who has
had surgery probably would agreeit’sno fun.

| alsorealize that whilethisoperation was exten-
sive, there are many other people who have gone
through much worse.

Inmy particular situation, | wasin Denver froma
Monday until Friday of that same week and while
hospitalsareniceplacestovisit, beingapatientisa
whole different matter.

Along with everything el se, | must confessthat |
am aso aworrier. Consequently, my next concern
wasjust making thetrip homesafely. After all, it'sa
long drive back from Denver and the last thing |
needed was to be involved in a car accident while
wearing aneck brace.

| tried not to think about that too much, but every
now andthenthe“worry” creptinto my mind. After
al, | had a great surgeon, great nurses, aides, and
physical and occupational therapists, along with
many othersat the hospital that got me past thefirst
major hurdles. Now it wasuptometowork ongain-
ing strength and recovering.

Believe me, | have never doubted the power of
prayer and | know it worksbecause God waskindto

Patty Decker

e Deep
{, Thoughts

my husband, Randy, and | aswearrived homesafely
that Friday evening. Thenext hurdlehad beenaccom-
plished and | know thereweremany peoplewhosaid
they were praying for me before, during and after.
That'swhy | believe prayer and faith in something
greater than usdoeswork.

Oncehomeand settledin, | wasgreeted withmany
get-well cardsjust waiting. | read every one of them
that same night and what awonderful, indescribable
feelingit was.

Thefollowingday, adear friend called and said that
beginningthat day andfor theentireweek, planswere
aready arranged that my family and | would havea
hot meal delivered nightly. Inaddition, tothosemeals
andfor acoupleof weekstofollow, westill wereget-
ting deliveriesfrom other friends.

Asl wrotein many, many “thank you” notes, itis
difficult to expressinwordsthefeelings| felt for all
these peoplewho cared so deeply and anyonewhois
disabled, whether for along time or ashort timere-
aly appreciatesameal. We sure did. It wasjust one
lessthingto deal withand madeour livesabit easier.

Along with the cards, flowers, food, telephone
calls, and lotsof visitsfrom peoplein Colby, the en-
tireCol by FreePressstaff al sotreated mevery kindly.
Therewasn'taday that went by that somebody didn’t
call or email toask meif | needed something, would
liketo go to lunch, or if they could help with some
sort of an errand.

Thisismy first week back following surgery and
prior to returning, | was talking with my boss, our
publisher, Tom, and he suggested | takeit abit easy
thisweek.

Of course, those who know mewell, realize how
much| try totakeonmorethan| should. (I think that's
part of my people-pleasing personality and my de-
nial that | canleap off tall buildingsinasinglebound
attitude.) It didn’t happen immediately, though, and
| was sure glad that my boss|eft the option open for
meto ease back in.

Itwasjust that | wasso“ sure” that if | just did my
physical therapy exercises, got upandwal ked around
now andthen, andtook it easy over thelunch hour, it
would beacinch.

Wrong.

Sufficeto say, | am out of denial thisweek about
the super-woman thing and even though | still want
to push harder than | should, the folksin the office
just aren’t going to allow that.

| hopethey know how much they are appreciated
and also those who have called this week to say,
“welcome back,” or having to put up with some of
thestatic asaresult of aheadset | amwearinginlieu
of trying to type while using my neck and shoulder
to hold the telephone. To everyone, thank you sc
much.

Many yearsago, agood friend told methat loveis
theability togiveandreceive. | havealwaysbeenone
of thosefolksthat wantto“ give,” andit’ salwaysbeen
hard for meto “receive.”

It cannot betruel ove, thisfriend of mineoncetold
me, if it'saone-way street. We all need each other
andtherearetimesineveryone'slifewhenthey need
help.

It'sgreat to be back!

Decker is editor of the Free Press. Her column
appearson Thursdays.

New election law carries risks

Thepassageof the*HelpAmericaVoteAct” isthe
product of long and hard work and difficult compro-
misesby members of both the House and Senate, as
well asthetireless efforts of election reform advo-
catesaroundthecountry. Thecompromisebill takes
historic stepsforward, and regrettably, erectsbarri-
ersat thesametime.

Many of thebill’sprovisions are major stepsfor-
ward in advancing election administration and in
ensuring the accurate casting and counting of votes.
The requirements that states adopt error-rate stan-
dards, allow votersto correct their ballots, and cast
provisional ballotsif not onthevoter listswill all help
voters be heard and counted as they wish. Funding
for thestatestoreplaceantiquated machinery andthe
regquirement that all states develop statewide com-
puterizedvoter listswill significantly improveelec-
tion administration. All these are major advances.

However, thenew andoverly restrictivevoter iden-
tification provisionswill causesubstantial difficulty
for large numbers of voters, and will undoubtedly
meanthat many eligiblevoterswill beunabletovote.
Theissue of election fraud raised by proponents of
thenew provisionsiscertainly overstated and should
not be used to unnecessarily restrict access and in-
timidate voters. In particular, requiring citizens to

Miles
Rapoport

® Another
Viewpoint

show photo or other forms of identification and re-
quiring states to check drivers' licenses and Social
Security numbersand reject registrationsthat do not
includethemisareci pefor disaster. Congressshould
havethecouragetoreconsider theseprovisionsinthe
future.

Thefocal point of debatewill now shift largely to
the states. People concerned with creating the most
inclusiveandvibrant democracy will needtodothree
things:

1. Fighttoensurethat adequatefundingisprovided
to carry out the administrativeimprovements by the
states. Thebill clearly doesnot guaranteefundingfor
thefuture.

2. Monitor and challenge implementation of the
identification provisions that discriminate against

poor voters, new citizens, or people of color. There
are better ways to ensure the integrity of elections
without impinging on access.

3. Seek to focus the state debate on the most fun-
damental issue: to guaranteethe participation of all
peopleinthee ectoral process. Thebill requiresstates
todevelopplansfor their el ection changes, with citi-
zeninput and public review processes. These plans
must not belimited to simply replacing old machin-
ery with new.

They shouldincludemeasuresthat further encour-
agevoting, such asElection Day Voter Registration
andfairer policiesfor re-enfranchisement of people
who havelost their voting rights.

Itisessential that we continue America'shistoric
march toward opening our el ectoral processes. Real
progresswill continueto be made by advocatesand
activistsworkingfor reformsthat expandtheprocess
atevery level and bring every member of society into
thefullest possible participation.

Thework does not end here; itisonly beginning.

*kkkk

Miles S. Rapoport is president of Demos, are-
searchadvocacy organi zation, andformer Secretary
of Stateof Connecticut. For moreinformation, visit:
www.demos-usa.org/.
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