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New group
IS peppered
with ideas

An open board
meeting attracts
good size crowd

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

AreaCitizensfor Healthcareheldits
first open board meeting Wednesday
night at the Colby Community Build-
ing, with 75-100 peopl epresent. Seven
of thenineboard memberswerethere,
including Jennifer Woofter, Dennis
Horney, Hank Vette, John Kern, Carol
Voisin, Angie Jennings, and Dave
Jennings.

Board resident John Kern read the
by-laws of the newly formed group,
then mentioned that the group had re-
ceived many favorable suggestions
fromthemeetingon Oct. 10. Cardshad
been handed out at that meeting, and
those in attendance had been encour-
aged to make positive suggestions on
what to do about the health care situa-
tionin Colby.

“Wegot alot of good responsesfrom
you folks,” Kern said. “ Thethreethat
weliked the best were‘ Fight fair, and
fightclean’,Work to get anew admin-
istrator at Citizens Medical Center’,
and ‘ Get the Colby City Council and
Thomas County Commissionersin-
volved'. Those are great suggestions,
and that's what we need from you
folks.”

Kernthenturned over thepodiumto
Carol Voisin, chairman of the Action
committee, who outlinedfiveimmedi-
ategoals.

“First, weneed peopletosignupfor
amiscellaneousactiongroup. Weal so
need people to post flyers. We need
peopleto call thetrusteesof the hospi-
tal and tell them to start running the
hospital right. Weneed peoplethat will
write to our legislators. And we need
peopleto sign petitionsthat we' re go-
ingtopostaroundtown,” shesaid. “We
need help if we're going to be effec-
tive,” Voisin said.

Kern then opened the meeting to
suggestionsfromtheaudience, which
varied from questions about who
owned and operated the hospital to
suggestions about getting rid of the
administrator, Michael Boyles.

Kern said, “I think that if we put
enough pressureontheboard, we'll get
some action.”

It was al so suggested that someone
get thegroup ontotheThomas County
Commissioners' agenda. “That's the
only way the county isgoing to listen
tous,” the audience member said.

Kern closed the meeting by telling
the crowd, “1 think we’ve had some
really goodideasheretonight. Nowwe
need to get started onthem.”

Theboard plansto meet on thefirst
and third Tuesdays of each month at
7:30 p.m. inthe Little Theater down-
stairsat the Colby Community Build-

ing.

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Wednesday’s high, 29

Low thismorning, 21

Year ago today, 59 and 35

Colby’s24-hr. moisture, 0.17

Month’stotal, 1.39

Snowfall, 1inch

Soil temperature, 44

Temperature at 11:30 today, 32

Recordsfor Oct. 24, 86in 1921,
19in 1980

Theforecast

Tonight, cloudy, lowsinthemid
20s, southwindsupto 10 milesper
hour. Friday, partly sunny, highsin
thelower 50s, light windsout of the
south. Friday night, clear, lowsin
the lower 30s, light winds. Satur-
day, cloudy, highsinthelower 50s,
light winds, a30 percent chancefor
showers. Saturday night, cloudy,
another 30 percent chance for
showers, turningtosnow late. Sun-
day, continued cloudy with a
chance for showers, changing to
snow during thenight, highsinthe
50s, and overnight lowsin the 30-
degreerange.

'S

all here

Republican gubernatorial candidateTim Shallenburger, spoke this
morning in front of the Thomas County Courthouse to a crowd who
braved the cold and flurries. Shallenburger introduced many of the
Republican candidates for office who were joining him on the Repub-

MICHELLE L. HAWKINS/Colby Free Press
lican Bus Tour. Pictured to the right of Shallenburger is Lynn Jenkins
who is running for state treasurer and Connie Morris, of St. Francis,
who is running for the Kansas State Board of Education to represent
District #5.

Next hospital-doctor date is set for November

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

An administrative hearing between
selected board members of Citizens
Medical Center, Inc., and a medical
attorney, along with Dr. Victor
Hildyard, his attorney and possibly
witnessesplantomeetinlate Novem-
ber, said Vern Schwanke, president of
the hospital board.

The purpose of the hearing next
month, he said, was due to arecent
decisionby District JudgeJack L. Burr
denying the injunction against Dr.
Hildyardthusallowinghimtocontinue
to see patients at the Colby hospital.

During the telephone conference
that morning with attorneys, Burr said
that whileitisnot hisintent totakeover
the Colby hospital board'srole, hedid
believe there “is still alot of middle
ground,” that both partiescan consider
to reach an equitable agreement. In
addition, Burr added that he would
leave the temporary restraining order

ineffectuntil thehearingandtheColby
hospital board took action.

As aresult of Burr’s decision,
Schwankesaid an appeal sprocesswill
occur and involvetwo Colby hospital
board membersandamedical attorney,
adding that at this point the selection
of thoseinvolved in the hearing were
not asyet certain.

Schwanke said that along with the
three-person panel representing the
Colby hospital, he would serve asthe
provider of facts pertinent to the sub-
ject of the hearing.

“Thiswill not be an open meeting
and will be treated in-house asan in-
ternal administrative grievance with
subject matter specific only to the
original allegations of sexual harass-
ment,” hesaid.

Those allegations, Schwanke re-
ferred to stemmed from asituation in
April when ahospital employeefiled
acomplaint against the doctor claim-
ing heviolatedahostilework environ-

ment policy.
Schwankesaidthereasonamedical
attorney from outsidethe areaand not
alocal physicianwasselectedtositon
the three-person panel in the appeals
process was decided on was because
both Dr. LaDonna Regier and Dr.
Raymond K etting are membersof the
same medical staff as Dr. Hildyard.
Effortstorecruit alocal dentist or one
of the consulting physicians was also
ruled out for variousreasons, he said.
Michael O’ Neal of Hutchinson, who
represents Dr. Hildyard, athough un-
availablefor comment today, saidina
previousinterview that heand hiscli-
ent have always said they intended to
exercise the doctor’s due-process
rightsunder Colby hospital’sownby-
laws. Followingthedecision by Judge
Burr, healso said that hewasunsureat
that point what he planned to present
at thisfirst hearing in November.
Although, Schwankecould not con-
firm or deny adatefor theadministra-

tivehearing, Wednesday, Nov. 20, has
beenmentioned. Heal so saidtheloca-
tion for the hearing was not available
aswell.

In addition, should the November
hearing determine the doctor isinno-
cent of the April allegations, the pro-
cess ends. However, Schwanke said
that should the three-person panel de-
terminethefactsare sufficient to sup-
portimmediate suspension of hospital
privilegesonDr. Hildyard, thenhewill
gtill havetheoptionfor another admin-
istrative appeal before the entire hos-
pital board.

Headded, though, that inthesecond
appeal totheentireboard, it would be
more of areview from the November
hearing.

When asked how quickly theentire
board would conveneintheevent that
thefirst panel findsthefactssufficient
to suspend Dr. Hildyard's privileges,
Schwanke said the board would meet
and review the material immediately.

Arrests
are made
INn hunt

FREDERICK, Md. (AP) — Two
men wanted for questioning in the
wave of deadly sniper attacks were
arrested early this morning after they
were found sleeping in their car at &
Maryland rest stop, authoritiessaid.

The arrests came amid aflurry of
activity in the investigation of the at-
tacks that have killed 10 people anc
wounded three others since Oct. 2.

The break occurred hours after au-
thorities descended on a home in
Tacoma, Wash., that was believed to
hold cluesimportant to theinvestiga-
tion. They then issued a nationwide
alert for the car, spotted by amotorist
and an attendant at the rest stop.

Members of the sniper task force
arrested the men without incident at
3:19a.m. off I-70in Frederick County,
Md., about 50 miles northwest of the
nation’s capital, said Larry Scott, an
agent for the Federal Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco and Firearms.

The men were arrested in acar that
matched adescription policegaveat a
midnight press briefing, said Maj.
Greg Shipley, a spokesman for the
Maryland State Police.

“1 don’t know what their reaction
was,” Shipley said. “It wasn't an ag-
gressiveone.”

Montgomery County Police Chief
CharlesMoose, whoisleading thein-
vestigation, said John Allen
Muhammad, 42, wasbeing sought for
guestioning inthe slayingsand called
him “armed and dangerous.”
Muhammad was said to be traveling
with ajuvenile, identified by alaw
enforcement sourceas17-year-oldLee
Malvo.

The relationship  between
Muhammad, who also goes by the
name John Allen Williams, and the
teenwasnot clear, but several newspa-
pers reported that Malvo s
Muhammad’s stepson.

A law enforcement source close to
the investigation told The Associatec
Pressthat “ 1" m confident that theseare
indeed the people” sought in the kill-
ings.

“The evidence is al there and be-
cause of thingswe' ve received in the
communications,” the source said on
the condition on anonymity.

“It fits together with evidence
they’ve collected in the last couple
days.”

Several federal sourcestold the Se-
attle Times that Muhammad and
Malvo may have been motivated by
anti-American sentimentsinthewake
of the Sept. 11 attacks.

Both were known to speak sympa-
thetically about the menwho hijackec
jetliners over Washington, New York
and Pennsylvania, the sources said.

Here’s how
school closings
will be handled

By TOM (TD) DREILING
Free Press Publisher
The earlier than expected arrival of
winter has prompted Colby School
District officialsto dust off the proce-
dures used for dismissals and cancel-
lations — due to weather and other
emergency situations— andtoget the
wordout to parentsand other interested
parties.
According to the district’'s “Dis-
missal Procedures,” if it becomesnec-

essary to dismissor cancel school due
toinclement weather, power failure, or
any other emergency, the superinten-
dent or his designee will notify local
and areatelevision and radio stations.
Every effort will bemadeto notify the
public as quickly as possible after the
decision to cancel/dismiss school has
been made.

Hereistheprocedurefor Early Dis-
missal: If school isdismissedearly, the
Colby School District will attempt to

have a media announcement with a
minimum of one hour prior to the
scheduled dismissal time. Parentsare
encouraged tomonitor local radioand
television stations on days of inclem-
ent weather when school isinsession.

Asfor Canceling School, theproce-
dureinvolves a mediaannouncement
toberunnolater than 7 o' clock inthe
morning. If the announcement is not
made, school will be held and busses
will run.

Parentsand guardiansareaskedto
familiarize themselves with these
two important procedures.

Radio stations to be notified in-
clude: KQLS/KXXX and KTCC,
Colby; KKCI/KWGB, Goodland;
KFNF, Oberlin; KGCR, Brewster;
and KKY T, McCook, Neb.

Televisions stationsto be notified
are: NBC (Oberlin) cablechannel 9;
CBS (Goodland) cable channel 11;
and ABC (Colby) cable channel 6.

Landfill to begin winter hours

TheThomas County landfill will beginitswinter hoursof op-
eration on Monday, said Larry Jumper, supervisor. The winter
hoursare: Monday through Friday, 9a.m.to 5 p.m.; Saturdays, 9

am.to4p.m.; Sundays, 1to4p.m.

It's report card time

The Colby Schoal District will be sending report cards home
withstudentsfor gradesK-12. If youdonot get areport card, please
send the school anotewithyour child and they will send another

report card homewith him/her.

Paintings on exhibit through Friday
A reminder was issued today that the exhibit of paintings by

Advanced voting option mentioned
Tracey Perkins, Thomas County Clerk/Election Officer said
today that voterstaking advantage of advanced voting may mark
their ballots at the courthouse at the time they pick them up. She
said it isnot necessary that they take their ball ots home to mark

them, unlessthey desireto do it that way.

‘Recognition Night’ is Friday

Marlene Carpenter and Fritz Ostmeyer is till in place and the

public isinvited to drop in to see their creations. The paintings
areat the Cultural ArtsCenter Gallery at Colby Community Col-
lege. Thelast day to view themisFriday from1to5p.m.

Thefinal reminder wasissuedtoday by Colby High School of -
ficialsto all parents of seniorswho participated in football, vol-
leyball, crosscountry, girls golf, girls tennis, marchingband, drill
team, managersand athletictrainers, that Friday nightis* Senior/
Parent Recognition Night.” Asin the past the ceremony will be
held prior tothefootball gameat 7 p.m. Parentsareasked to meet
at the east end of thefootball field at 6:45 p.m.

Boy Scouts selling popcorn
Boy Scouts are going door-to-door in the Colby area taking
popcorn orders as part of their annual fund raising effort. Deliv-

additional information.

ery will beinNovember around Thanksgiving. Call 694-2599for

EMTB Course continues
Kathi Wright, Thomas County EM S director, said the EMTB

(basic) Course is continuing on Mondays and Wednesdays —
through April and additional information isavailable by calling

her at 462-4585.

School fun night getting closer
Thepublicisinvited totheFall Festival and Family Fun Night
hosted by Heartland Christian School in Colby on Thrusday, Oct.
31from6:30-9p.m.. “ Joinusfor anevening of games, prizes, and
funfortheentirefamily at 1995 West Fourth Street,” saidaschool

spokesman. For moreinformation call the school at 462-6419.

SHARE delivery is Saturday

SHAREddliveryisSaturday at 9a.m. at the Sacred Heart School
gym. If interested in ordering an October share, call 462-3579.
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