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It's patriotic to stand
up and be counted

GeorgeW and hisfellow warmongersin Washington haveames-
sagefor all of uswho dissent from — or even have doubts about —
hislraqAttack:

“Shhhhhhh,” they tell us. Swallow your doubts. Don’t rock the
patriotic boat. Lay low. Bequiet.

BE QUIET?Holy ThomasPaine! Sincewhen do freedom-loving
Americans cower in quietude? If you don’'t speak out when it mat-
ters, whenwouldit ever matter for youto speak out?|f youand| stay
quiet now, whiletheWashington elitesblindly rush usinto abloody
war that they can’t even explainto us, our proud American ideal s of
democracy and justice will be trampled — and thousands will die
for nothing more nablethan ail, presidential arrogance, and corpo-
rate empire.

Theopposite of courageisnot cowardice... it’sconformity. After
al, even adead fish can go with the flow.

Unfortunately, weseemto havetoo many deadfishintheCongress,
especially amongthe Demaocraticleadership. SenateMgjority L eader
Tom Daschel and House of Representatives Minority Leader Dick
Gephardt ought to berallying the majority of usAmericanswho do
disagree with Bush’s pell-mell rush to war. But they’ re not.

We can wring our hands about their failure of leadership ... or we
can becometheleaders. Thisiswhat it meansto have ademocracy.
Ashashappened throughout our great nation’shistory, regular folks
like ushave had to go out front.

That'swhat the abolitionists did, as did the suffragists, the popu-
lists, thelabor movement, the civil rights movement - and now us.

AsPatti Smithsings, “ Peoplehavethepower. Thepower todream,
torule, towrestletheworldfromfools.” First, start talking—toyour
family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, church members, coffee
klatches, campus colleagues, happy hour bunch, and everyone else
you canfind. Second, reach out through e-mails, lettersto theeditor,
radio call-in shows, Internet chats, and so forth. Third, take to the
streetsin protest — in your own town, state capitol, or nationally.

For links to action, connect to my Web site,
www.jimhightower.com, and click on “Chat & Do”. —by Jim
Hightower, radio talk-show host and author. He al so served asagri-
culture commissioner for the state of Texas.

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispage are encouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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[RAQ! ELECTION?.. HA!
VOIE FOR SADDAM ©oR BE
LABELED A TﬁkMToR...
WHAT KiND oF CHolce

Rt -

e WRR RESCLUTION?
oF COURSE 1 VOTED FoR IT.
WHAT CHOICE DID T HAVE?
I DIONT WANT To BE
LABELED A TRAITOR.

(£ aoep HTERRSY fuT— crpeti

L OOK Sfairly certain that the snipers are now
behindbars. Authoritieshaveenoughevidencetopin
those two against the wall to serve out an intensely
painful sentence— that of ahuman dart board. 1t’11
beinteresting to see what kind of defense the attor-
neys assigned to the case will come up with. This
shouldbeatrial that shouldn’ ttakevery long. | know
I’mmakingitsoundlikethey areguilty beforeatrial
iseven held. But | think I’ ve heard enough to con-
vince me beyond areasonabl e doubt that these two
arethekillers. And of courseunder our judicial sys-
temthey areentitledtotheir day in court. | think if |
was prosecuting thiscase, | would call only 10 wit-
nesses— the 10 peopleshot dead. | would call them
to the stand, one by one by name, with an appropri-
ate pause between each name. Nothing el seneed be
said. That would in itself be a deafening message.
Reports are the two snipers aren’t saying much to
investigators. Guessthey arefinding it hard to talk
without bullets. Cowardsarelikethat. L et’ sseehow
thisall unfolds.

A FRIEND called me from his car east of town
yesterday and of course | asked him how the high-
wayswere. “Fine, really fine,” he said, then added,
“1"m following somekind of bus carrying aload of
politiciansandwith all thehot air coming out of that
thing theroadwaysare asdry ascan be.”

| DON'T really know what impact the race for
governor will have on the turnout at the polls here
andall acrossthestateonNov. 5. Thatisalwayshard
tofigure. The closer we get to election day theless
certainl amthat therewill beacrushof votersat every
pollingplace. Why?Well, for starters, theDemocrat,
Kathleen Sebelius, didn’t haveany primary opposi-
tion— no woundsinflicted that needed healing —
thussheheadedinto the general electiontheday af-
ter the August primary with ahealthy lead in early
poll resultsover Republican Tim Shallenburger. Tim
beat out two challengersintheprimary — State Sen-
ate President David Kerr and Wichita Mayor Bob

Tom Dreiling

e My
Turn

Knight — thus there were wounds needing healing.
And thefact Republican Governor Bill Gravestook
hisgood old time endorsing Shallenburger — and a
lukewarmendorsement it was—that didn’t helphis
cause either. Many Republican moderates are still
hedging and conservative Shallenburger needsthem
to bring homethe bacon. Sebelius hasbeen courting
those same Republican moderates solong and so en-
ergetically that therearetimes| think she'schanged
her party affiliation and forgot totell anyone. Weare
at acrossroadsinthiselectionanditisasure bet that
most minds of thosewho will vote are madeup. The
undecideds are probably not as great in number as
pollsterswould want usto believe. Whilel amareg-
istered Democrat, | amnot of theliberal batchthat Mr.
Reavis painted me to bein hisletter in Thursday’s
paper. But it was his canvas, his paint, and his paint
brush so| stepped aside and let him do hiswork. We
all seethingsdifferently. | donotandwill not ever vote
astraight ticket. And | will not hinge my vote on a
singleissue. | think both Timand K athleenhaveposi-
tivesthat would makethem good, perhapsevengreat
governors. Going into the primary election, | knew
thatif either Kerr or Knight won my decisionwhoto
vote for in November would be easy. But with
Shallenburger surprisingmorethanjust afew people
intheprimary, thedecisionfor Nov. 5wasalot more
difficult.

But | did come to a conclusion — measured, not
registered—and|’ [l seehowitall playsout whenthe
last voteis counted election night. Be sureyou vote
too.

the proper sentence?

Y OU know when peopleseeacat’slitter box, they
aways say, “Oh, have you got acat?’ I'm always
tempted to say, “No, it’'sfor company!”

Remember to turn you clocks BACK one hour
beforegoingtobed Saturday night. At2a.m., Sun-
day, thetime officially changesto Standard Time.
I"vegot 9 clocksto change. Why that many? Beats
me. | better get started.

AND next Thursday isHalloween. Got candy?

WHI L E noticingtheWel comeflagswaving from
theutility poles, I’ veconcluded they areprobably up
thereto denotethearrival of winter.

HAPPY Birthday to...

Oct. 25 — Shana Chandler, Brandon Ferguson,
Kent Nelson, Diane Williams, Fawna Haremza-
McFee

Oct. 26 — Annette Moorhous, Michael Pickett,
Brady Colson, Jody Reed, Joseph Hutfles

Oct. 27 — Judith Sears, Audrey Hines, Jeannie
Solko, Esther Bedore, Boyd Touslee, Tate Siruta,
Tyler Landenburger, Kyle Nordhues

Oct. 28 — Robert L. Allen, Courtney Brungardt

Oct. 29— Chuck Colson, Phil Buford, Janifer Bell

HAPPY Anniversary to...

Oct. 27— Mr. & Mrs. Leo Berens

Oct. 29— Wes & Jeannette Bencken

Congratulations!

Call usat 462-3963 or email td@nwkansas.com
tohaveyour specia day mentioned. And pleasekeey
usadvised of any changes. Thanksfor your help!

OL D AGE iswhen you still have something on
theball but you arejust too tired to bounceit.

HAVE agood evening and agood weekend!

*kkk*

Dreilingispublisher of the FreePress. Hiscolumn
appearsWednesdays and Fridays.

Agriculture and ‘Changing Seasons’

For most college seniors, selecting a career and
planningthefuturecanbeadauntingtask. Many find
littletimetothink about, let alone preparefor one of
life'smostimportant decisionsasthey speedtoward
graduation while immersed in classes, clubs, text-
booksand awhirlwind of other college activities.

Eventhebest and brightest studentshaveconcerns
about whether they havetheskillsand qualitiesnec-
essary totakethat next stepintoaplaceoftenreferred
toas“therea world.”

With that uppermost in mind, a new leadership
program, “ Changing Seasons” washeld Oct. 17-18
attheL iving Water Ranch north of Manhattan. Fifty-
five studentswho plan to pursue careersin agricul-
ture attended. Kansas Farm Bureau sponsors the
agricultural student devel opment programunder the
direction and guidance of Jackie McClaskey, assis-
tant dean of academic programs for agriculture at
Kansas State University, and Sarah Grace Geiger, a
senior in agricultural economics.

Changing Seasons is a 24-hour workshop
crammed full of fun, fellowship, goal setting, men-
tor insight and a dose of reality designed to ensure
that Kansasagricultureandrural Kansashasabright
future.

In winter, atime of preparation, the students fo-
cused on sel f-awarenessand understanding upcom-
ing life changes that result in hope and excitement
about thefuture.

During the spring segment of the seminar, atime
of emergence, they discussed their rolesin life, the
challengesthey will encounter and the choicesthey
will makeinliving out theseroles.

Summer, atimeof growth, challenged thestudents
toevaluatepast experiencesand givemeaningtofu-
ture decisions through a renewed commitment to
personal corevalues.

Fall, atimeof harvest, featured atimetoreflecton
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the balance necessary to serve the needs of others,
while experiencing personal success and making a
differenceinfamily, community andtheagricultural
industry.

Changing Seasonsbringseverythingtogether, says
Kim Stump, Blue Rapids, who will soon graduate
with an agricultural economics degreefrom Kansas
State University. Before this seminar, Stump had
never really thought about or prioritized her goal sand
values.

“1t'shel ped mere-examinemy heritage, my farm-
ing tradition and all of the people who have helped
mealong theway,” Stump says. “| understand that |
have the tools to draw on. They’re part of who and
what | am.”

Like the othersin this workshop, Stump came to
realizeand appreciatethestrongfamily traditionshe's
part of. She has a better understanding of the integ-
rity and beliefsthat will help chart her future course.
Like the others, she will draw on her faith and her
convictions.

Thisleadership opportunity also providesthe stu-
dents with the opportunity to spend time thinking
about what they want to do with their lifeand where
they want tolive.

It providesthemwithalearningenvironmentwhere
they cansitdown, discussand reflect ondecisionsthat
will impact them and the agricultural industry for

yearsto come.

Kim Harms served as one of the group leaders/
mentors at the workshop. Harms and her husband,
Mark, raiseregistered seed stock near Lincolnville.

Having graduated from Kansas State University
in1989, Harmsunderstandshow val uableaprogram
like Changing Seasonscan beto graduating seniors.
Shebelievesin giving back to the agricultural com-
munity and young people.

Thisisaunique period of time for them, Harms
says. They are making huge changes. Thisis a pe-
riod when other people’s expectations are a heavy
load.

“They are trying to please their parents, please
other family membersand friendsand dowhat other
people expect of them based on their past perfor-
mances,” Harmssays. “It'salot of pressure.”

The mentors emphasi ze flexibility and help the
studentsunderstand that they will experience many
changesthroughout lifeand their career.

“Weencouragethemtolettheir ownprinciplesanc
valuesguidethemand not somuch other peoples’ ex-
pectations,” Harms says. “We tell them to follow
what’sin their hearts.”

After attending the Changing Seasonsconference,
studentsleavewithabetter understanding about their
future in the agricultural industry. They are better
preparedtodeal with changethat will becomeacon-
stant companion.

They cometorealizethat changeisokay and they
must rely on their own strengths and convictions as
they walk down the path they chooseinlife.

*kkk%k

John Schlageck has been writing about farming
andranchinginKansasfor 25years. Heistheman-
agingeditor of “ KansasLiving,” aquarterly maga-
Zine dedicated to agricultureand rural lifein Kan-
sas.



