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Write-in campaign
IS result of oversight

We are just abit puzzled at the write-in campaign underway on
behalf of 1.B. “ Sonny” Rundell for the Kansas State Board of Edu-
cation District 5.

Wearepuzzl ed because Sonny, the 14-year incumbent, wassoundly
beatenintheAugust primary by ConnieMorrisof St. Francis, 17,047-
11,598 in head-to—head competition.

Herein Thomas County, Morriswon over Rundell inalandslide,
809-265.

Isawrite-in on behalf of the ousted incumbent going to change
anything at the Nov. 5 polls? Probably not.

But thereisalwaysathread of hope.

Maybethere'salesson to belearned here: Don’'t ever take voters
for granted. Maybethat’swhat Mr. Rundell did because of hislon-
gevity on the state board. Maybe he should have gotten out among
the votersto insure that his place on the state board was secure. He
apparently didn'’t.

Andweal so wonder about thelarge number of |etterswehavere-
ceived urging voters to write his name on the Nov. 5 ballot. Those
letter writers should have been out there knocking on doors during
the primary. We have received dozens of lettersfrom all over Dis-
trict 5, but itisour policy to favor local and immediate arealetters.
Many of the letters we received came off of copy machines and it
was next to impossibleto ascertain the validity of the signatures at-
tached. That'sabig reason why, overall, we stick to local, immedi-
atearealetters.

Voters can be astrange lot. And they certainly demonstrated that
onAug. 6, asmany of usthought Rundell was a shoo-in for reel ec-
tion. But the August results clearly showed the voters wanted a
change. And al so that maybe Mr. Rundell’ sthinking no longer rep-
resented the thinking of the majority of District 5 people.

Who knowsfor sure.

Wewill all get another chanceto speak our pieceon Nov. 5— by
simply marking our ballot for Morrisor writingin Sonny Rundell’s
name— and remembering tofill inthe oval after it.

ThisMorris-Rundell matter isanother good reasonto exerciseyour
right— therighttovote. And asJoan Alberssaidin her letter yester-
day, " SeeyouatthepollsonNov.5.”—Tom(TD) Dreiling, Publisher

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on this page are encouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: sclark@ink.org
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Making our lives better

After morethanayear of formation, devel opment,
and preparation, the Thomas County Community
Foundation has crossed animportant threshold. We
have just completed our very first grant cycle, giv-
ingout $22,000infundstovariouscharitablecauses
throughout the county. It isgratifying to know that
many peoplewill betouched by the grantswe have
awarded. Check theOct. 28 edition of theFreePress
for thecompletelisting of recipients(page?2). | think
you will be amazed at how much will be accom-
plished with thesefunds.

The‘Kids Can Do!" program alone will involve
197 children, 11 teachersand 3 schools. Asidefrom
achieving the goal of involving those childrenin
identifyingand addressing community needs, count-
less peoplewill betouched by the projectsthe chil-
dren carry out. All of that for an expenditure of
$1,800! Amazing! This program and funding for
$8,200inother grants, camefromtheKansasHealth
Foundation bonusfor reaching our 2001 Challenge
Grant goal; agoa achieved because morethan 220
families, businesses and other entities joined to-
gether to meet aunigque community opportunity.

Inadditiontotheclassesparticipatinginthe‘Kids
CanDo!’ program, 27 organi zationsreceived fund-
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ing from either the remaining Kansas Health Foun-
dation funds or the City of Colby Special Law En-
forcement Fund at the Thomas County Community
Foundation.

The Kansas Health Foundation fund was desig-
natedtoimpact childrenandyouthinThomasCounty.
In some instances, the projects funded will almost
exclusively impact youth. However, asweall know,
if acommunity isagood placefor youth, it is prob-
ably agood placefor al of usl Many of the grants
will haveamuch wider reach than only our children.
When children and youth are served, their families,
neighborsand the entire community benefit.

Touching lives and making our community abet-
ter placeto liveis abasic function of al non-profit

groups. Non-profitstypically either work to over-
comeaspecific, critical probleminthecommunity,
or they offer programsthat enrich our livesand offer
positive alternativesthat may head off future prob-
lems. The Thomas County Community Foundation
missionis, “ Forever Betterment — To endow funds
toimprovethequality of lifefor AL L citizensof Tho-
mas County.” Wetried to reach abroad segment of
our county’spopul ationwith thegrant fundswehad
available. We would like to have funded every ap-
plication, but that simply wasn't possible.

Aswill waysbethecase, difficult choiceshadto
be made. | commend the Thomas County Commu-
nity Foundation Grants Committee and Board of
Directorsfor strivingtomakeconscientiousandfair
decisions.

If youareinterestedin establishing afundor con-
tributing toward a fund that will continueto givetc
our community everyyear, pleaselet meknow. There
areanumber of typesof fundsthat can beestablished.
Wecantailor oneto meet your charitablegoals. My
officeisinthe ThomasCounty Office Complexat 350
South Range, Suite14. Youcanalsoreachmeat: 465-
9152 or tccfoundation@kans.com.

They're still dodging budget questions

The state gives away nearly three-quarters of the
general tax dollarsit raises—to school districts, other
local governments and needy individuals.

That fact limits the opportunities for pulling the
stateout of itsfinancial crisisby makingitsagencies
moreefficient, nomatter how often Republican Tim
Shallenburger and Democrat K athleen Sebeliussay
they canavoidbothatax increaseand painful cutsin
aid to public schoolsor other areas of the budget.

Asgubernatorial candidates, they insistthey can’t
betoo specificabout their proposal sfor dealingwith
the state’sbudget problems, asif showing acan-do
attitude will be enough.

But reality looms. On Nov. 5, Election Day, state
officials and university economists will make the
revenueforecaststhat oneof themandlegidatorswill
haveto usein putting together abudget.

Then, any efficienciesingovernment will bewel-
come, but they probably won’t beenoughfor thenew
governor toavoid choos ngbetween cutsinprograms
and increasing taxes.

Thenumbersare clear enough.

The official forecast is that the state will collect
about $4.5 billion intax revenues during its current
fiscal year, which began July 1. That’s more than
enough to sustain its $4.42 billion budget.

Butnoonebelievesthat estimatewill hold, because
revenuesin fiscal 2002, which ended June 30, were
$212 million short of expectations.

Official sexpect that sameshortfall torecurinfis-
cal 2003, cutting revenuesto $4.3 billion and |eav-
inga$103milliondeficit unlessspendingisreduced.

The Legislative Research Department has sug-
gested that spending would have to decrease again
infiscal 2004 to avoid another deficit. Based oniits
figures, themost conservativeestimateof how much
the current budget would haveto decline by theend
of fiscal 2004 is$164 million.

Shallenburger haspromised not toincreasetaxes,
and Sebelius has come close to doing so though she
hasn’t madean absol ute pledge. Both have promised
not to cut aid to public schools; both arguethat mak-
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ing government moreefficient offersaway for such
ascenariotowork.

Another look at the state budget isinstructive.

Thebudget approved by legiatorsand signedinto
law by Gov. Bill Gravesfor fiscal 2003 appropriated
about $1.22 billion for state agency operations.

Aid to local governments, including school dis-
tricts, wasmorethan twiceasmuch, at $2.55 billion.
Other assi stancepaymentsand grantsoutsidegovern-
ment — like social services — amounted to $655
million.

A governor who wanted to touch only agency op-
erationswould haveto cut at least 13 percent of ev-
erything spent in that category.

Sebelius has promised a top-to-bottom review of
state government to find efficiencies and has sug-
gested she will work to find untapped federal funds
and go after tax and welfare cheats.

She has not been specific about where potential
savings are and has promised to protect both aid to
public schools and higher education spending.

Shallenburger has said he would trim everything
but aid to public schools, arguing that an average cut
of 7.5 percent would do thejob.

To pull it off, though, he would have to touch so-
cial-servicebenefitsand aid tolocal governmentsas
well as state bureaucracies, or make deeper cutsin
those bureaucracies.

For example, morethan 80 centsof every dollar the
Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services
spends goes to direct assistance; less than 20 cents
goesto field staff and central administration.

Shallenburger argued during the last debate that
thestatecanbuildall of the projects promised under
its$13.5billion, 10-year highway program and still
find savingsby makingthe Department of Transpor-
tation more efficient.

KDOT's administration accounts for only 4 per-
cent of the program’ stotal cost.

The program sets aside $7 billion for major im-
provements, afigurethat doesinclude someadmin-
istrative expenses because, as KDOT spokesman
Marty Matthews noted, “ Somebody has to design
them, and somebody hasto inspect them.”

Shallenburger also has suggested that the state
could eliminateits motor pool to save money.

A 1997 state audit suggested any savings would
besmall. Theaudit noted that whilethe state owned
7,700vehiclesduringfiscal 1997, 1,500 wereowned
by the central motor pool, only 250 of which were
used for individual employees' tripsrather than be-
ing permanently assigned to one agency.

The state could save money, the audit suggested,
by havingall agenciesowntheir ownvehiclesrather
than useapool, but that would amount to only about
$554,000in fiscal 1997 figures.

L easing vehicles would be more expensive, the
audit said. Costsalsowouldriseif employeesdrove
their own cars and were reimbursed for mileage, it
said. None of the figures accounted for less travel,
of course, something Shallenburger couldtry toim-
pose as governor.

Thestateprobably canfindsomesuchefficiencies;
it's difficult to imagine any $4.4 billion enterprise
with 40,000-plus employees that cannot. Even in
good budget times, searching for waste pl easestax-
payers.

But the state’sbudget problemsaresobigthat it's
likely totakeevery efficiency thenew governor can
find — and then tough choices about cutting pro-
gramsor raising revenue, or both.

Political Writer John Hanna has covered state
government and politics since 1987.
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HEY, FOLKS! CHECK AUT
AUR LATEST FEATURE —
PREVIEX PANELS FROM
UPCOMING STRIPS.!




