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By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

Itwasaday of celebratingthepast
and turning the pageto thefuture at
the Senior ProgressCenter in Col by
onThursday, asareceptionwasheld
honoring the retirement of director
Deb Koon.

Koon has been the directorfor 14
yearsand isretiring for health pur-
poses.

“l amsuregoingtomissthemall,”
Koon said of the seniors, “I love
them dearly.”

Koonbeganworkingasthedirec-
tor when the center opened, June 1,
1988. The center was built through
funds supplied by an economic de-

on hand on Thursday for the retirement reception of Deb Koon. Pic-
tured above are (from leftto right), Mary Jane Engelhardt, Deb Koon,

velopment grant and contributions of
supporters.

Koon will be replaced by Donna
Schielke. She has been working the
past two weekswith Koonintraining.

Schielkehasworkedwithseniorsin
avariety of capacitiesin the past, in-
cludingbeingacaregiverforanelderly
person.

She said she enjoys working with
seniors and islooking forward to her
new position. Eventually, Schielke
saidshewouldliketoadd somediffer-
ent activitiesto the schedule.

Another goal of Schielke’'sistoin-
crease the number of lunches served
daily at the center. Currently, lunches
are served to 60-75 people and some

MICHELLE L. HAWKINS/Colby Free Press

Members of the original board for the Senior Progress Center were  Willie Engelhardt, Maurice Phelps (current president of the board), Matt
Hamill (seated), Mildred Goke, and Helen Frahm. Another member,

Sam Unruh, was unable to attend.

Center honors retiring director, welcomes successor

are home delivered to thosein Colby,
Oakley andHoxie. Shesaid shewould
liketo see 100 people daily served on
aconsistent basis.

“l wantit (theProgressCenter) tobe
oneof thefriendliest placesin Colby,”
said Schielke.

The Senior Progress Center isopen
Monday through Friday from8a.m.to
4 p.m. and offersmany services, such
as: indoor walking, exercise bikes,
Cablevision, video tapes, snooker,
pool, puzzles and cards. And both
Koon and Schielke said the coffee pot
isalwaysonwhen the doorsare open.
All arearesidentsandvisitorswho are
60 or older areinvited to participate.

They also offer different weekly

classes, such as aline dance class,
exerciseclass, paint class, and aba-
sic computer class. Those over 60
can call Schielke to sign up for
classesor to get information.

Another service offered by the
center isapublic servicevanwhich
iS open to anyone — senior or oth-
erwise. Koon said that the van is
availabletotakeresidentsshopping
or to do errands, but people should
call by noon the day before they
wouldliketousetheservicetomake
areservation. Thevanwill beavail-
ableonTuesday, Nov. 5, totakeany-
onewhowishes, tothepollstovote.

For more information about the
center, call 462-2901.

Thief unable to outrun cross country team

WINFIELD (AP) — A suspected
shoplifter ran smack into achampion-
ship track team, which chased him
down and put a quick end to his get-
away.

The Southwestern College men’'s
Ccross-country team has won 22 con-
secutive championship titlesin the
Kansas Collegiate Athletic Confer-

ence. The team was warming up near
aJC Penney storeon Monday whenthe
youth hurtled around the corner and
into the team.

“He was sprinting as hard as he
could, andwewereall inabunch,” said
team member Nathaniel Wheatley.

Theyouthtoldtherunnershewasn’'t
hurt, and ran away. A moment | ater,

EL DORADO (AP) —A Texas
based energy company has with-
drawnitsproposal tobuildelectric-
ity-producing windmills near
Rosalia.

Zilkha Renewable Energy, of
Houston, had planed to build as
many as 73 of its 230-foot-tall
windmillsalongU.S. 54. Thetow-
erswould haveprovided energy to
about 30,000 homes.

Wayne Walker, Zilkha's south-
west regiondirector for project de-
velopment, said the company is
uncertain if it will pursue the

A Texasfirmdecidesaganst
buildingwindmillsin Kansas

project | ater.

OnOct. 1, Butler County commis-
sioners delayed action on the pro-
posal because four Greenwood
County residents near the proposed
site had not been notified.

The county planning commission
will meet Tuesday withKansasWind
Power LLC regarding a proposed
wind farm near Leon. Elk River
Windfarm LLC of Larkspur, Calif.,
is scheduled to meet with the plan-
ning commission on Dec. 3. The
company is considering building a
wind farm near Beaumont.

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 25

Low thismorning, 19

Year ago today, 83 and 37

Soil temperature, 38

Temperatureat 11 a.m. today, 32

Recordsfor Nov. 1, 79in 1914,
13in 1935

Theforecast

Conditions will continue to be
more winter-like than fall for the
next few days. Lingering clouds
and slight chances for afew more
snow flakes are forecast through
Monday, with low temperatures
generally inthe20sandhighsinthe
lower 40s. Windswon't bemuch of
afactor during the period.

someone emerged from the store and
told theteam the boy was ashoplifter.

At that point, Wheatley said, the
team split up and chased after the boy.

“1 don’t know why hewasrunning,”
saidWhestley, whoearned All-Ameri-
can honors during the 2001 cross-
country season. “Hewasn'tgoingtobe
abletooutrunus.”

Theboy eventually surrendered his
backpack to some of the runners.

They took it back tothestoreand l et
theboy go, only tofind out that thesto-
len goods were the shoes on his feet,
which he had swapped for his own
shoes.

But thecontentsof thebackpack |ed
policeto the boy.

Thousands of dollars
INn counterfeit money
found in vehicle here

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

An employee of the Conoco Travel
Shoppe called the Colby Police De-
partment earlier thisweek saying that
awoman had just tried to passacoun-
terfeit $20bill, Chief Randy Jonessaid
today.

In response to the call on Wednes-
day, Colby Police Sgt. Kent Dible ar-
rivedat thestationand began question-
ing the woman, he said. Since the
woman could not produce positive
identification, Dibleescorted her tothe
Law Enforcement Center for further
investigation.

“Only after thesubmissionof finger-
prints to the FBI database was the
woman positively identified,” said
Jones

Colby Policedeterminedtheidentity
of the woman to be Kathy Jo Nelson.
Nelson, who is 48, is believed to be
currently living in Colorado.

After asearchwarrant wasissuedon
Thursday for her vehicle, a 1988

Mazda, police recovered $3,250 in
counterfeit funds. The money wasin
denominations of $20 and $50, and
were hidden in the engine compart-
ment.

Jonessaidthat alongwiththemoney,
marijuana, methamphetamines, drug
paraphernalia, several documentscon-
taining identities of other individuals
werefound in the vehicle. Police als
recoveredalap-top computer, whichis
believed to be stolen, he said.

“The United States Secret Service
was contacted and they will have an
officer arriving in Colby sometime
early next week,” said Jones. “They
haveadvised that they will be seeking
federal chargesagainst Nelson.”

The portion of the investigation
which involved the drugs and para-
phernalia, has been turned over to the
Quad County Task Force for further
investigation and prosecution, said
Jones.

Nelsoniscurrently beingheldinthe
Thomas County Jail.

Attorney for doctor
responds to latest suit

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

A Colby physician’sattorney saidon
Thursday that he and his client were
disappointedthat anyonewouldfilean
actionbased onarecanted story, refer-
ring to acivil lawsuit filed earlier this
week.

Michael O’ Neal of Hutchinsonwas
referring to apetitionfiled against his
client, Dr.Victor H. Hildyard, by Mar-
garet Ann Staats who alleges that the
doctor committed“ extremeandoutra-
geous’ actionsthat prompted hertoask
for ajudgment for damagein excessof
$75,000 for herself and also another
$75,000 for her husband.

Staats recanted her story verbally
and before witnesses six months ago,
O’ Neal said, and shegaveasareason
pressuretofiletheharassment against
the doctor from the chief executive
officer, Michael Boyles of Citizens
Medical Center, and others, not Dr.
Hildyard.

Inaddition, hesaid, her recantation
included an expressed desire to be
committed for evaluation.

“This appears to be an unfortunate
lady who needs help,” O’ Neal said,

“but not thekind of helpalawsuit will
provide.”

In her petition, Staats, an employee
at the Colby hospital, who initially
brought forward actsof misconduct by
Dr. Hildyard to the attention of the
hospital administrator, according to
court documents, alleged in her peti-
tionthisweek that she suffered severe
emotional distress because of Dr.
Hildyard's conduct.

O’ Ned saidthat Dr. Hildyard denies
her claimsand that hewill vigorously
defend against her action.

“We do question who or what isre-
ally behind this suit, which as Ms.
Staatsstatedin her prepared statement,
isn’t about wanting to get money, not-
withstandingtherequestinthepetition
for an amount in excess of $75,000,”
O’ Neal said.

In the prepared statement from
Staats, which O’ Neal referred to,
Staats said, “1 know it has been re-
portedthat | recanted my original state-
ment, but what | originally stated was
true. When | recanted that statement, |
feltthreatened and | wasscared andjust
wanted everythingto go away andfelt
that would make it happen.”

Sniper suspects are linked to even more murders

BATON ROUGE, La (AP) —Two
sniper suspects are now charged with
amonthlongseriesof killingsfromthe
Gulf Coast to the suburbs of the
nation’s capital .

Louisiana officials said Thursday
ballistic tests had linked John Allen
Muhammad, 41, and John LeeMalvo,
17, to the Sept. 23 murder of abeauty
shop worker —thesecond statetofile
murder charges after re-examining a
local shooting for possiblelinkstothe
Washington-area attacks.

Muhammad and Malvo were also
tied to an Alabama murder two days
before the L ouisiana shooting.

Thetwo suspectsfacemultiplestate

andfederal countsintheAlabamaand
L ouisiana cases, aswell as the sniper
spreethat | eft 10 peopledead and three
otherswoundedinMaryland, Virginia
and Washington, D.C. They are also
suspectsinaFebruary killinginWash-
ington state.

Baton Rouge Police Chief Pat
Englade issued first-degree murder
warrants for Muhammad and Malvo
after ballistics tests matched therifle
used in the sniper shootings to the
shooting of Hong Im Ballenger, 45.

Ballenger died from asingle shot to
the head as sheleft the Beauty Depot.
Witnesses said the gunman was a
young black man who fled into a

nearby park and evaded bloodhounds
called into track him down.

Accordingtothearrest warrant, po-
lice believe Muhammad shot the
woman and Malvo allegedly stole her
purseand fled.

JimBallenger, thevictim’shusband,
said his wife was a native of Inchon,
SouthKorea, andthetwoweremarried
intheAsian nation when hewasinthe
military. The couple moved to Baton
Rougein 1996 with their three sons.

“1 know my wifeisin heaven,” he
saidat achurchparty Thursday. “ Jesus
saidtoforgiveandl ambornagain. The
manwhodidit needstodotimeinjail.”

Earlier Thursday, Alabamaauthori-

ties said the same rifle used in
Ballenger’s killing, a .223-caliber
Bushmaster, had been linked to the
shooting death of aliquor storeworker
in Montgomery on Sept. 21, two days
before the L ouisiana slaying and 315
milesaway.

Inthat case, thesuspect — allegedly
Malvo—wasseenriflingthrough one
of the victim’s purses before he was
chased off by apoliceofficer.

The sniper suspects have been in
custody in Maryland since they were
capturedat ahighway rest stop Oct. 24.
Authoritiesfoundtherifleintheir car,
whichthey say wasmodified so some-
one could fire unseen through ahole.

Commissioners to meet Monday
TheThomas County Commissionerswill bemeetingonMon-

day at 9 a.m. inthe Commissioners Room of the Thomas County

Courthouse. Kathy Ryan ison the agendato give abioterrorism

updateand Bob Harper to talk about cancer insurance. Themeet-

ing isopentothe public.

College board to meet at Norton

The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Colby Com-
munity College will be held on Monday at 7 p.m. at the Norton
County Hospital Annex, 102 East Holme. Items of business on

rieswill be each Thursday through Dec. 4, but will not meet on
Thanksgiving. Classeswill beheld from 7to 10 p.m. and will be
intheHealth ScienceBuilding at Colby Community College. For
information or to register, call Jeanne Brown at 462-4850. The
next classwill begin on Jan. 9.

Area Health Care group to meet

the agenda include the approval of contracts and agreements,

computer bids and approval of purchases over $5,000.

Child Birth Class begins next week

The Colby Child Birth Education Class Series will begin for
the month of November on Thursday, Nov. 6. Thefour-week se-

TheAreaCitizensfor Health Care open meetingswill be held
onthefirstandthird Tuesdaysof eachmonth startingat 7:30 p.m.
at the Colby Community BuildingintheL.ittle Theater, said John
Kern, president. Thepublicisinvited and urgedtoattend. Thenext
meeting is Tuesday, Nov. 5.

Commodities distribution set

Distributions of leftover commaodities from Oct. 21, will be
distributed on Monday at the RSV POfficeinthe Senior Progress
Center from 2 to 3 p.m. Eligible persons may receive them ac-
cording to income guidelines on the above date and time only.

462-6744.

Expected commodities are raisins, tomato sauce, wal nuts,
applesauce and corn. For questions contact the RSV P Office at

Next ‘Share’ sign up announced

SHARESsignupisNov. 4t08, at StateFarm I nsuranceofficein
Colby with the delivery set for Nov. 23, at 9 am. in the Sacred

at 462-3733.

Heart School gym. For information call Geneat 462-3579 or Anna

Wellness Fair set; coupons on sale

With the annual Wellness Fair nearing, businesses are being
asked to take part in promoting community health and wellness
by covering the cost of thefair registration and or health screen-

ings for their employees who may want to participate. The fair
will be held on Saturday, Jan. 18, 2003, from 9 am.to | p.m. at
the student union on the Colby Community College campus.
Blood work will be done on Saturdays, Jan. 4 and Jan. 11.
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