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Cast your

Vote

Tuesday

County clerk
reports 5,222
are registered

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Thomas County’s general election
polling placeswill bebusy on Tuesday
if all those registered show up tovote.
Tracey Perkins, county clerk/election
officer, said today thereare 5,222 vot-
ersregistered— up 100 fromtheAu-
gust primary.

Perkins said that of that number,
1,100areDemoacrats, 2,985 are Repub-
licans; 26 are Libertarians; 5 are Re-
form; and 1,106 undeclared.

Advancevoterswho have either re-
quested aballot by mail or walked-in
to receive one, she said, totaled 366.

People who are using the advanced
ballot method and are not sick or dis-
abled, had until noon today to return
the form to the county clerk’s office.
For those who are sick or disabled,
Perkins said, they have the sametime
to return the ballot as those going to
polling locations with the exception
that advanced ballotsmust go directly
totheclerk’soffice. Thepollswill open
at 7a.m. and closeat 7 p.m. Tuesday

As for predicting voter turnout,
Perkins said there are enough ballots
for 80 percent of those registered,
which should be more than enough.

Therearesevenpollinglocationsfor
the 18 precincts in Thomas County,
said Perkins.

For peoplein Barrett and East Hale
Township, voters will go to the East
Hale Township Hall with those from
West Hale and Kingery Township in
Brewster City Hall.

The Mingo Co-Op Officeisdesig-
nated for South Randall and Summers
TownshipandvotersinLacy andNorth
Randall will go to the Gem Commu-
nity Building.

The National Guard Armory will
serve as the polling location for East
Morgan, West Morgan, and Rovohl
Townships, along with Wards |11 and
V.

Menlo, Smith and Wendell Town-
shipresidentswill bevotingat Rexford
City Hall and the Colby Community
Building’snorthlobby will beopenfor
Ward | with Ward Il voters also cast-
ing their ballot inthat building.

Democrat House
hopes said fading

WASHINGTON (AP) — House
Democrats, out of power since 1994,
need to gain seven seatson Tuesday to
win back control.

Theroadtothat goal hasbeenlook-
ing steeper asElection Day nears, ana-
lysts say.

Indeed, someareeven saying Presi-
dent Bush’s Republicans may gain
seats.

Since Abraham Lincoln was presi-
dent, the party holding the White
House haslost seatsat every midterm
election except three — 1902, 1934

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Sunday’shigh, 44

Low thismorning, 21

Year agotoday, 72 and 34

Soil temperature, 39

Recordsfor Nov. 4, 80in 1945,
11in 1967

Theforecast

Tonight, partly cloudy, lowsin
the mid 20s, strong southwest
winds 15-25 mph, shifting to the
northwest late. Election day,
sunny, highs in the lower 50s,
northwest winds 20-30 mph, de-
creasing late to around 10-20.
Tuesday night, clear, lowsin the
mid 20s. Wednesday, sunny, highs
in the upper 50s.

and Aaron Morton.

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press
TheColby HighPlainsLionsClub
is sponsoring the Colby Middle
School for the Lions International
Peace Poster contest. chairman
“The contest encourages young
people ages 11, 12, and 13 to think
about peace, creatively expresswhat

Colby Middle School art students were busy working on their ‘Peace Posters’ this morning. Pictured are
Mrs. Lamoreaux Fulwider’s seventh grade art students (clockwise from top left): Paige Pfeifer, Brady
Rundel, Brent Luedke, Duke Turner, Misty Mather, Bradley Dible, Curtis Fulwider, Aubrette Stephens,

For these kids, 1t’s all about peace

itmeanstothem, andtosharetheir own
unique visions with the world” said
Mary Hurtt, contest chairman.

Posters will be evaluated on three
criteriaat each level of judging. The
criteriaare originality, artistic merit,
and expression of the theme, ‘ Dream
of Peace'.

Thedeadlinefor the projectisNov.

DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press

15. Friday, Nov. 8, the judges will
pick three finalists from the 62
Colby MiddleSchool entries, oneof
whichwill beselectedto advanceto
theLionsClubMid-Winter Rallyin
January of 2003.

The judging will take place at
Colby Middle School on Friday at 4
p.m.

No contested races on local ballots

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

Withatight gubernatorial raceinthe
final stretch, Thomas County voters
will not have many choicesonthelo-
cal frontwhenenteringthepollsTues-
day, since there are no county offices
being contested.

Onthenational level, thoserunning
for the U.S. Senate are: Pat Roberts,
Dodge City, Republican; George
Cook, Mission, Reform; and Steven
Rosile, Wichita, Libertarian. For U.S.
Representative of the First District,
those on the ballot are: Jack Warner,
Wright, Libertarian; and Jerry Moran,
Hays, Republican.

Inthegubernatorial race, voterswill
choose between: Tim Shallenburger,
Baxter Springsand David Lindstrom,
Overland Park, Republicans; Kathleen
Sebelius, Topeka and John Moore,
Wichita, Democrats; DennisHawver,

Ozawkieand Joel Heller, KansasCity,
Libertarians; and Ted Pettibone, Saints
Marys and Mike Wilson, Salina, Re-
form Party.

Inthecontest for Secretary of State,
thecandidatesare: Ron Thornburgh of
Topeka, Republican; David Haley of
Kansas City, Democrat; and Charles
St. George of Wheaton, Reform.

For Attorney General: Phill Klineof
Shawnee, Republican; and Chris
Biggsof Junction City, Democrat.

For State Treasurer: Sally Finney of
Olathe, Democrat; and Lynn Jenkinsof
Topeka, Republican.

For Commissioner of Insurance:; Jim
Garner of Coffeyville, Democrat; and
Sandy Praeger of Lawrence, Republi-
can. State Representative 121st Dis-
trict, imMorrison, Colby Republican,
will be on the ball ot unopposed.

State Board of Education District
Five, Connie Morris of St. Francis,

Republican, isunopposed.

Local unopposed races include the
following: County Commissioner Dis-
trict #1 - Ron Evans, Colby, Republi-
can; Barrett Township Clerk - Wilburn
Holloway, Colby, Republican; East
Hale Township Clerk - Daniel
McKiski, Levant, Republican; West
Hale Township Clerk - Ken Kammer,
Brewster, Republican; Lacey Town-
ship Clerk - Pete Ziegelmeier, Gem,
Democrat; Menlo Township Clerk -
Loren Guill, Menlo, Republican;
North Randall TownshipClerk - Byron
Sowers, Colby, Republican; Rovohl
Township Clerk - Arnold Wehkamp,
Colby, Republican; and Smith Town-
ship Clerk - VernonVance, Colby, Re-
publican.

There will also be questions on the
ball ot concerning theretention of Kan-
sas Supreme Court and Appellate
Court Judges.

Commissioners
are confronted
about hospital

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS

Colby Free Press

There wasn't an empty seat in the
house during Thursday’s meeting of
the Thomas County Commissioners,
as concerned citizens approached the
commissioners about the current hos-
pital issue.

Dale Deaver was on the agenda to
address the commissioners and eight
otherswerepresenttohear theposition
of the commissionerson that issue.

Commissioner Ron Evans said,
“Thiscommunity is getting pretty di-
vided, Glen (Kersenbrock), Duane
(Dawes) and| havetalked about thisat
good length.”

Hecontinued by tellingtheaudience
the commissioners have no control
over the hospital board, just like they
haveno control over the Colby School
Board or the Colby Community Col-
lege board of trustees.

Thoseinattendanceagreed withthe
position of thecommissioners, but said
the commissionerswere in aposition
toput“pressure” onthehospital board
by asking for aresolution.

John Kern, president for the Area
Citizensfor Healthcare, told the com-
missioners that he felt that the hospi-
tal needs to be put on the county tax
rollsagainandwonderedif it waspos-
sibleor how it would be handled.

Evans told him that it isn’t even
somethingthat canbediscussedat this
point, and would be something that
would only beapossibility if the hos-
pital would go bankrupt.

He said if that were to happen, the
board would beappointed by thecom-
missionersjust asthefair boardiscur-
rently.

“If you appointed people (for the
board) that the people didn’t like, you

(Evans) wouldn't be sitting up here,”
Kernsaidinresponse, whichwouldbe
a change from the way the hospital
board is set up now.

The other issue that the citizensin
attendancewereconcerned over would
be the ambul ance.

Kern asked if the county would
maketheambulanceavailabletothose
wantingtogotoGoodlandif their fam-
ily doctor waspracticing thereinstead
of at CitizensMedical Center, or if the
public transportation van could take
those unable to drive to Sherman
County to visit the doctor or hospital -
ized family members.

Evansand Dawes (K ersenbrock was
not present) sai dthematter would have
to be looked into, but it wasn't an is-
suethat isfacing thecommunity at this
point.

“We already know how they (the
hospital board) feel about it. Dr.
Hildyard won’t retain hisprivileges,”
said Kern.

“I"'m fairly certain (Dr. LaDonna)
Regier will send her patients to
Goodland, too,” he said.

The commissioners agreed to look
into how the ambulance and public
transportation could be handled.

In Evans'statements, he told the
group that the commissionersfelt the
legal processhasnotyetrunit’scourse.

“The process is working as it
should,” said Evans. “ Thecontroversy
isbeing tried whereit should be—in
the courts.”

He concluded by saying, “Thisise
big issue and we're as concerned as
anyoneelse.”

The Area Citizens for Health Care
will meet Tuesday night at 7:30in the
LittleTheater at the Colby Community
Buiding.

At tonight’s meeting

Health insurance among
topics for school board

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

The Colby Board of Education will
betalkingabout healthinsurancerates
for its employees, along with consid-
eringout-of-district fieldtriprequests,
calendar committee and Charter
School issuesduring itsregular meet-
ingtonight at 7 p.m. intheadministra-
tion building, 210 S. Range.

Currently, the district’s employees
are covered under Blue Cross/Blue
Shield, according to agendainforma-
tion, and the board will be looking at
the costs with action possible on this
matter.

In addition, all building level prin-

cipalswill providereportstotheboard
for their review. Among other reports
will bethosefrom DianaWieland, cur-
riculum director and from Kirk
Nielsen, superintendent.

A second reading of thenew/revised
board policiesis also scheduled for
actionand, if necessary, theboardwill
go into an executive session for em-
ployment recommendations, resigna-
tions or supplemental contracts.

At the start of each meeting, the
board president, Stan Mol stad, recog-
nizesvisitorsor, if requested, the pub-
lic can address the board if they have
filled out aform prior to that day’s
meeting.

Road Issues
on the ballot

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press
VotersintwoThomasCounty town-
shipswill decideTuesday if road main-
tenancewill beturned over to Thomas
County for the next fiveyears, pursu-
ant to Kansas Statute 68-560.
Petitionssigned by 10 percent of the

electorsinKingery township, whichis
south of Brewster, and Rovohl town-
ship, whichisnorth of Colby near the
Rawlins County line, were submitted
tothe Thomas County Commissioners
within the 60 days prior to the Nov. 5
general election, whichisarequire-
ment of the statute.

Under Kansas Statute 68-561, the
procedures are outlined if atownship
decidesto turn over the maintenance,
repair, and construction of itsroadsto
the county.

Unused money collected by the
township for road purposes will be
turned over thecounty, whichwill have

aseparate fund for the township.

All taxes and other moneys re-
ceived by thetownshipwill beplaced
in this fund, which will be used to
maintain the roadsin that township.

The county is not obligated to
spend any more money thanwhat is
inthefund.

mee B riefly mee———ssee———

fast at the Sacred Heart Church. Serving will beginat 5a.m. All

Methodist youth schedule dinner

The Senior United Methodist Youth “Thanksgiving Dinner”
will be held Sunday, Nov. 10, from 11 am. to 1 p.m. If anyone
would like to donate cooked or uncooked turkey for the dinner,
piesor adessert, pleasecall LaDonnaat 462-7747 or Barb at 462-

2489. All areinvited to attend. Free-will donations accepted.

Turkey supper set at Brewster
Theannual Brewster United M ethodist Women “ Turkey Sup-
per” will beheld at thechurch onWednesday from5:30-7:30 p.m.

A free-will offering will betaken.

Dinner scheduled at Rexford
The Lions Club and Royal Neighbors will be holding their

Sign-up near forwomen'’s luncheon
Registration deadline for the Heart of Women's Health lun-
cheon to be held on Nov. 13, at the Quality Inn, is this coming
Thursday. The luncheon will feature speaker Marcia McCoy,
coordinator for theWomen'’s Cardiac Center Mid AmericaHeart
Institute Saint L uke's-ShawneeMissionHealth System. Thecost
is$10 and will include ameal to be served at nhoon and the pre-
sentationfrom 12:30to 1 p.m. For information or to register call
Betty at 462-3939.

Annual Turkey and Ham Dinner on Saturday withservingtobegin

at 11 a.m. Thedinner will beheld at the Rexford Community Hall.
The Harvesters 4-H Club will also have a cookie sale that same

day.

Marines invited to coffee

All former Marinesareinvitedto acoffeein celebration of the
Marine Corps. birthday, said B.J. Melvin, a coordinator of the
event. Thecoffeewill beheld at the Colby Country Clubat9a.m.,
Friday. All former Marinesareinvited.

Breakfast to benefit students
All huntersareinvited on Saturday to abiscuit and gravy break-

proceedswill go to middle school students attending the Wash-
ington, D.C. trip next summer.

Child Birth Class begin this week

The Colby Child Birth Education Class Series will begin for

the month of November on Thursday, Nov. 6. Thefour-week se-
rieswill be each Thursday through Dec. 4, but will not meet on
Thanksgiving. Classeswill beheld from 7to 10 p.m. and will be
intheHealth ScienceBuilding at Colby Community College. For
information or to register, call Jeanne Brown at 462-4850. The
next classwill begin on Jan. 9.

Area Health Care group to meet

TheAreaCitizensfor Health Care open meetingswill be held
onthefirstandthird Tuesdaysof eachmonth startingat 7:30 p.m.
at the Colby Community BuildingintheLittle Theater, said John
Kern, president. Thepublicisinvited and urged toattend. Thenext

meeting is Tuesday, Nov. 5.
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