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By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

St. FrancisRepublican ConnieMor-
riscollected 53,917 votesin Tuesday’s
general electionfor theDistrict 5 State
Board of Education seat, and faced a
write-in challengefrom |.B. “ Sonny”
Rundell, who came up with 14,168
votes.

Rundell isthe14-yearincumbent on
the state board and lost out to Morris
in the August primary in a head-to-
head match, 17,047-11,598.

Morris, aformer elementary teacher
who taught in Idalia, Colo., surprised
everyonewithhervictoryintheAugust
primary. Rundell, whendefeatedinthe
primary, was serving as chairman of
the state board.

“I wasconfident that wewouldwin,”
Morrissaidthismorningduring atele-
phoneinterview. “ But wewerenot tak-
ing anything for granted.”

Morriscampaigned vigorously this
summer, talkingto anyonewhowould
listen, while Rundell wasn’t quite as
active. Shecampaigned on issuessuch
asimmigrant childrendraining school
resources, and her opposition to atax
increase that took effect earlier this
year.

“More money isn’'t going to make
thingsany better,” shesaidinanarticle
published earlier thisyear in The S.
FrancisHerald. “It will just be abig
expensive band aid. The state can get
thejob done. Schoolsjust havetofig-
ure out with the help of the board how
to dowhat isbest with the money they
haveand arealready drawingfromthe
taxpayers.”

When asked if she worked harder
after the primary, she said “No, we
definitely worked harder thissummer
towintheprimary.”

“I"'mvery excited and ready toget to
work. Wewere prepared towin, and |
look forward toworking cooperatively

with educators and to bring apositive
spirit about education to Topeka.”

US Senate goes
to Republicans

WASHINGTON (AP) — Exultant
Republicans took control of the Sen-
ate and held onto the House, handing
President Bushhistoricbraggingrights
and two years to push through an
agenda starting with deeper tax cuts.

Bushmadecelebratory callsintothe
early morning hourstoday and already
wastalking of hisown 2004 re-election
campaign. White House advisers
boasted about anew mandate, and said
the president would be beckoning
Democratstofall inline.

Republican leaders, inavictory lap
on the morning talk shows, credited
Bush'saggressive campaigning and a
fired-up GOP base of supporters for
pushing the party to heights few had
thought possibleinamidtermelection,
whenthepresident’sparty historically
loses seats.

“1 had asense or afeel that maybe
thiswould happenbut | must say itdid
exceed our hopes and expectations,”
said Mississippi Sen. Trent Lott, ex-
pectedtoreturnasmajority leader with
the GOP taking clear control of Con-
gress.

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 52

Low thismorning, 26

Year agotoday, 74 and 33

Soil temperature, 39

Temperatureat 11:00today, 55

Recordsfor Nov. 6,83in1915,
9in 1961

Theforecast

Tonight, clear, lows in the
lower 30s. Thursday, sunny,
highsinthelower 70s. Thursday
night, clear, lows 30-35. Friday,
sunny, highsin the upper 60s.
Friday night, clear, lowsin the
mid-30s. Saturday will findhighs
the lower 60s and Sunday in the
50-degreerange.
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By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

The Colby City Council, at its
Tuesday night meeting, weighed in
onthecontroversy surrounding Citi-
zensMedical Center and Dr. Victor
Hildyard — intheform of aresolu-
tion, which passed on a4-3 vote.

MayorWarrenHixsonsaidthat al-
though the council has no authority
in the matter, the resolution would
show their concern. The resolution
was prompted at the request of one
of the councilmen.

Several of the councilmen said
they were concerned about the city
taking a position in the matter.

“1 would like the city council to
not take a position and leave this
alone,” said councilman Todd Bar-
rows.

Councilman John Bremenkamp
agreed by saying, “ Thisisacase of
onephysicianbreakingthelaw. This
is a personnel issue — that is not
public.” He continued by saying
how sorry he felt for the hospital
board in the matter.

The three no votes were cast by
Barrows, Bremenkamp, and Ken
Bieber.

The resolution (number 874)
statesthefollowing:

“The mayor and the governing
body of Colby recognizethecitizens
of Colby areonepeople, haveacom-

Engineers were busy Tuesday afternoon at the new waste-water treatment plant being constructed on
the site of the old Ace Services plant, which the EPA declared hazardous and ordered cleaned up. Curt
McCoy, with Black and Veatch, the contracting firm charged with the cleanup, said that the work was
going well, and the new building should have an outer shell by Thanksgiving. The plant will be opera-
tional by mid-March. It is located just east of Golden Hardware on East 4th.

Council deals with controversy;
discusses superfund assistance

mon dream and want to create abetter
worldfor their children and countless
generationsto come.

“Thedissension between the hospi-
tal board thelocal physicianshascre-
ated arift amongthecitizensof Colby.

“Theongoing dissensioniscreating
an economic, social, and moral strain
ontheviability of ourlocal community.

“Thefutureof thehospital, medical
careandthevery futureof our citizens,
their children, and future generations
isbeing damaged.

“Themayor andthegoverning body
of Colby acknowledgethat thegeneral
publicisnot cognizant of the circum-
stancesbehind thedi ssension between
the hospital board and thelocal physi-
cians.

“The hospital board and local phy-
sicians are urged and encouraged to
find an immediate solution to the on-
going problemand beindividually re-
sponsible for the working to heal the
scars of the past, creating a better fu-
turefor all.”

In other business:

» Thecouncil discussed theapplica-
tion for federal assistance for theAce
Services Superfund site. The applica-
tion requests a total of $3,566,886 in
State and Federal funding for the city
tooperatethewater treatment plant for
the next fiveyears.

City Manager, Carolyn Armstrong
said the drafted suggestions for the
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EPA have been sent, and it looksfa-
vorable for the city to operate the
treatment plant.

Shesaid shewouldrather thecity
be involved in the operation rather
than an outside contractor, because
thewater will bereusedinour drink-

ing water system.
Action will be taken at a future
meeting.

* A resolution was approved des-
ignating Country Club Drive ano
parking zone from Fourth Street
north to Kyle Railroad, starting 30
daysprior to the construction.

The areawill be used as a detour
when the Kansas Department of
Transportation closes traffic on K-
25for thedemolition of theviaduct.

* A decisionwasmadetoallow of-
fice space at theairport to berented
intheamount of $370 per monthfor
abusinessthat isaviation related.

» Armstrongtoldthecouncil about
aStandard Operation Procedurethat
isin the works with the police de-
partment ontheshooting of animals.
Shesaidanimal restraint poleshave
beenorderedfor each policeunitand
that pepper ball gunsaregoingtobe
used.

Shootingananimal wouldbealast
resortif either the officer or another
citizen wasinimmediate danger.

Whenthefinal draftiscompleted,
it will be presented to the council.

Democrat Sebelius races to victory in reliably Repu

TOPEKA (AP) — Inareliably Re-
publican state, Democrat Kathleen
Sebeliuswonthegovernor’sraceafter
painting GOP nominee Tim
Shallenburger astoo conservativefor
voters concerned about education.

Sebelius actively courted Republi-
canswho worried that the statewoul d
reduceaidto publicschools, hel ped by
a “Republicans for Sebelius’ group
and aseparate” Save Our Schools” ef-

fort, both involving former GOP leg-
islativeleaders.

She successfully overcame
Shallenburger’s efforts to portray her
astooliberal, particularly oncrimeis-
sues. Sheraised arecord $4 million,
almost twice as much as
Shallenburger, running television ad-
vertisements from late July through
Election Day.

With 99 percent of the precinctsre-

porting, Sebelius had 53 percent to
Shallenburger’s 45 percent. Reform
Party nominee Ted Pettiboneand L ib-
ertarian Dennis Hawver split the re-
maining 2 percent.

Thevictory gave Sebeliusthejob of
tackling aprojected $255 million defi-
cit in the state’s current budget and a
shortfall that could grow to $1 billion
during the next fiscal year.

She said during her campaign that

Thomas County
goes Shallenburger

By TOM DREILING

Colby Free Press

Thomas County didn’'t go with the
flow, so to say, in the race for Kansas
governor in Tuesday’s general elec-
tion.

Accordingtothefinal tabulationre-
leasedtoday by Tracey Perkins, county
clerk/election officer, ThomasCounty
gave Republican Tim Shallenburger
1,537 votes and Democrat Kathleen
Sebelius 1,264.

Sebeliuswontheel ection statewide
by nearly 50,000 votes.

Reform Party candidate Ted
Pettibone collected 41 votesand Lib-
ertarian DennisHawver got 24.

Other results in Thomas County in
contested raceswere:

U.S. Senate— Republican Pat Rob-
erts 2,559, George Cook, Reform, 81
and StevenA. Rosile, Libertarian 127.

U.S. Representatives, 1st District—
Republican Jerry Moran, 2,636 and
Libertarian Jack Warner, 171.

Secretary of State — Republican
Ron Thornburgh, 2,186; Democrat
David Haley, 536; and Charles St.
George, Reform, 66.

Attorney General — Republican
Phill Kline, 1,721 and Democrat Chris
Biggs, 1,095.

State Treasurer — Republican Lynn
Jenkins, 1,867 and Democrat Sally
Finney, 942.

Commissioner of Insurance— Re-
publican Sandy Praeger, 1,810 and
Democrat Jim Garner, 958.

Intheuncontested races, thefoll ow-
ing results weretabul ated:

State RepresentativeDistrict 121 —
Republican Jim Morrison, 2,651.

State Board of Education District 5

— Republican Connie Morris, 1,977.

County Commissioner District 1—
Republican Ron Evans, 722.

Barrett Township Clerk — Repub-
lican Wilburn Holloway, 53.

East Hale Township Clerk — Re-
publican Daniel J. McKiski, 54.

West Hale Township Clerk — Re-
publican Ken Kammer, 146.

Menlo Township Clerk — Republi-
canLorenE. Guill, 31.

North Randall Township Clerk —
Republican Byron Sower, 32.

Rovohl Township Clerk — Repub-
lican Arnold R. Wehkamp, 57.

Smith Township Clerk — Republi-
can Vernon R. Vance, 65.

L acey Township Clerk— Democrat
Pete Ziegelmeier, 43.

Thequestionsconcerningthereten-
tion of Supreme Court and Appellate
Court Judges all were majority yes
votesin Thomas County.

Thefollowingistheresult of al nine
judges:

Supreme Court Justice McFarland
— 1,655 yes, 561 no.

Appeals Court Judge Knudson —
1,643 yes, 462 no.

Appeals Court Judge Johnson —
1,507 yes, 527 no.

AppealsCourt JudgeBeier — 1,477
yes, 569 no.

Appeals Court Judge Lewis, Jr. —
1,779 yes, 434 no.

Appeals Court Judge Green Jr. —
1,550 yes, 495 no.

Appeals Court Judge Elliott —
1,538 yes, 511 no.

Appeals Court Judge Rulon —
1,514 yes, 505 no.

Appeals Court Judge Gernon —
1,524 yes, 494 no.

Turnout: 56 percent

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

In Thomas County some 56 percent
of theregistered voters cast their bal-
lots for the candidates and issues of
their choice on Tuesday, said Tracey
Perkins, county clerk and election of -
ficer today.

Of the 5,222 registered to vote,
Perkins said, the actual number of
people voting at the polls or by ad-
vanced ballot totaled 2,904.

“1 think thisis about average,” she
saidwithrespect totheturnout andthe
factthatitwasamid-termgeneral elec-
tion. “We did have enough ballots
available for an 80 percent turnout,
though.”

In nearly all the races, Republicans
in Thomas County easily dominated
with the exception of one township
racewhereDemocrat PeteZiegelmeier
ranunopposedfor theLacey Township
Clerk.

Asfor thetwo questionson the bal-
lot concerning whether or not to turn
over road maintenance to the county,

shewouldn’tincreasetaxesor cut edu-
cation funding.

Sebelius made much of an August
statement from Shallenburger that
schools could withstand up to a3 per-
cent cut in state aid if the alternative
wereraising taxes, which hewouldn’t
do. Shallenburger later said Sebelius
took hiscomment out of context.

Sebelius pledged a top-to-bottom
review of state agencies, while

Perkinssaid, onetownshipvotedtodo
so whilethe other did not.

In the question posed to Rovonhl
Township voters, 44 agreed to the
change and 28 said, “no.” Rovonhl
Township is located straight north of
Colby and near the Rawlins County
line.

In the Kingery Township question,
voterswerenearly splitwith22 saying
“no,” and 13voterswantingthecounty
to maintain theroads. Kingery Town-
shipissouthwest of Colby and near the
Sherman County line.

Following the decision, Rovohl
Township will now be giving any un-
used money collected by thetownship
for road purposesto the county, which
will haveaseparatefund. All taxesanc
other funds received by the township
will also be placedinthat fund for use
onthosetownshiproadsby thecounty.

Accordingto Perkins, the county is
not obligatedto spendany moremoney
than what it has in the fund until the
new budget is approved for the next

blican state

Shallenburger said he could cut 7 per-
cent or 8 percent of all spending out-
sideaid to public schools.

Sebelius acknowledged the state’s
financial problems won't be solved
quickly.

“It'sgoingtotakedisciplineandre-
solveand patience,” shesaid.

Shallenburger won Johnson County,
aKansas City Republican stronghold,
but Sebelius scored el sewhere.

mee B riefly mee———ssee———

Veterans’ Day parade announced
Colby’sfirst annual Veterans' Day Parade will take place on
Monday, Nov. 11, at 5p.m. Theparadeis set to start at Fike Park
and travel south on Franklin to third street, and will end at the
ThomasCounty Courthousewithasmall ceremony. A dinner will

beservedfor all veteransand auxiliary membersat theAmerican

Legionfollowingtheparade. ToORSV P, contact the Colby Cham-
ber of Commerce at 462-3401 or Jim Vap at 462-3493.

Parnell to address luncheon

Dick Parnell, of the Thomas County Amusement Association,
will be guest speaker at the Colby/Thomas County Chamber of
Commercenoonluncheon on Friday at theQuality Inn (formerly

RamadaInn). The public, members and their guests are encour-

aged to attend.

Ident-A-Kid project Saturday
KeynaBaalman, of the Col by Police Department, will beat the

Landfill

HousingAuthority office, 600 S. Mission Ridge, startingat 3p.m.,
Saturday to fingerprint children of all ages using Ident-A-Kid.
Thisisapublicserviceandisopen childrenof all agesinthecom-
munity, said Lori Wilson, resident activities participation coor-
dinator at the housing authority. Everyoneisencouraged to stop
by for thisfree service.

Scout fund raising underway

Colby Girl Scoutsin Cadette Troop 110 (seventh graders) are
currently selling cookie dough, pizzas and other products with
proceeds going to support council-wide activities, said Brette
Pfeifer, scout leader. Theproductsarefrom“Red Wheel” andthe
scoutswill be selling until Nov. 29. For questions or to place or-
ders, call 462-6998.

to close for holiday

The Thomas County Landfill will be closed in observance of
Veterans' Day on Monday, Nov. 11. Regular weekend hourswil|
beobserved on Saturday and Sunday beforetheholiday. Theland-

fill will openagain at on Tuesday morning for regular hours. For
information, contact Larry Jumper at 462-8139.

Marines invited to coffee
All former Marinesareinvited to acoffeein cel ebration of the

Marine Corps. birthday, said B.J. Melvin, a coordinator of the
event. Thecoffeewill beheldat theColby Country Clubat9a.m.,
Friday. All former Marinesareinvited.

Breakfast to benefit students

All huntersareinvited on Saturday toabiscuitand gravy break-
fast at the Sacred Heart Church. Serving will beginat 5a.m.All
proceedswill go to middle school students attending the Wash-

ington, D.C. trip next summer.

Dinner scheduled at Rexford

allam.

The Lions Club and Royal Neighbors will be holding their
Annual Turkey andHam Dinner on Saturday with servingtobegin
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