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Post-election

Local party
bosses offer
comments

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

Tuesday’selectionresultswill have
alocal impact, especially with the
changeintheKansasgovernor’schair.
Kathleen Sebelius, the new Demo-
cratic governor, will have alot of
people in the agriculture industry
watchingtoseehow sheinteractswith
the Republican leadership in Kansas.

These were thoughts offered by
chairpersonsof therespectivepolitical
partiesin Thomas County.

Republican Party chairman Bill
Adamsof Colby said that hewas" dis-
appointed with the result of the
governor’'srace,” but “really pleased
with the GOPvictories nationally.”

Adams said that it was also impor-
tant that U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts and
Congressman Jerry Moran retained
their positions, because of the farm
programsthat aresoimportant toK an-
sans.

“They’ vedoneal ot of work onfarm
programs,” Adamssaid. “ It'sgood that
they’ll be able to continue those ef-
forts.”

Asfar as the change in governors,
Adamshopesthat Sebeliuswill beable
to get along with the Republicansin
Topeka. “We'll just have to wait and
seehow well they canwork together,”
hesaid.

OntheDemocraticside, party chair-
woman Rosalie Seemannwas pleased
that the state had elected a Democrat
as governor. “I’'m really happy about
that,” shesaid. “Hopefully, someof the
other racesthat aren’t decided yet will
go our way.”

Onthenational scale, referringtothe
Democrats being trounced by the Re-
publicans, all Seemann hadto say was
“Kaput. It just went kaput.”

Oakley school
district bond
ISsue defeated

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

OAKLEY — Votersin Oakley Uni-
fied School District #274 were faced
with adecision at Tuesday’s election
involving a$1.75 million bond issue.
The outcome was aresounding “no”
vote with 68 percent of the ballots
againsttheproject. Thattranslatedinto
768 votersopposed and 361 in favor.

Pat Schippers, Logan County clerk,
said on Thursday that the school dis-
trict proposed using thefundstoaddon
tothecurrent high school. Shesaidthe
money was to be used for a practice
gymnasium, six classrooms, and if
fundswereleft over, tobuild onfurther
to the existing building.

The expansion project would assist
the school districtin closing downthe
existing school in Monument, and al-
lowing for more classroom space for
more students, said Schippers. Cur-
rently theschool inMonumentisused
only for gradesthree, four andfiveand
approximately 60 students attend
classes at that |ocation.

Schipperssaidthat four yearsago, a
similar bond issue was on the ballot,
although it wasfor more money. That
bond was voted down aswell.

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 74

L ow thismorning, 30

Year ago today, 47 and 33

Soil temperature, 43

Temperatureat 10:45 today, 60

Recordsfor Nov. 8,82in 1931,
9in 1896

Theforecast

Tonight, clear, lows near 40,
west winds up to 15 mph. Satur-
day, partly sunny, high 70-75,
southwest winds up to 20 mph,
turning to the northwest inthe af -
ternoon. Saturday night and Sun-
day, clear to partly cloudy, lows
mid 30s and highs mid 50s. Sun-
day night and Monday, partly
cloudy, lows 30-35 and highs 50-
55.
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Colby Tourism director Lelani Thomas looked up atthe grain bin which will be part ofthe new Colby Travel
Information Center. “It's really the talk of the town,” Thomas said. “What people don't know is that it's
really just part of the whole building.” The information center is scheduled to open by next spring, Tho-
mas said. The new center is located directly across the street from Arby’s.

DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press

\oters say ‘yes,’” but state says Nno’

KANSASCITY, Kan. (AP) — Vot-
ersinthisborder city have said “yes’
to allowing Sunday sales at liquor
stores, even though state law techni-
cally still says“no.”

Officials of the local government
think they can makeastrong argument
that technically, the statelaw haslong
been construed incorrectly.

For years, Kansas legislators have
rejected measures that would repeal
the state’s ban on sales of packaged
beer, wineand liquor on Sundays.And
for just aslong, many retailers have

chafed at the ban, especially in com-
munities bordering states that allow
Sunday sales.

Commissionersof theUnified Gov-
ernment of Wyandotte County and
Kansas City, Kan., decided in August
to ask voters whether Sunday sales
should beallowed at liquor stores. By
a60 percent to40 percent margin, vot-
erson Tuesday approved themeasure.

In Edwardsville, also located in
Wyandotte County, theCity Council in
August unanimously approved achar-
ter ordinance allowing its one liquor

storeto open on Sunday.

Thoseactionsput thetwocitiesona
collision coursewiththe state Depart-
ment of Revenue’'s Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Division. Officials of the
divisionhavesaidthey didnot believe
cities could exempt themselves from
the statewide ban.

The ban is aprovision of the state
Liquor Control Act, adopted in 1949
after Kansas abandoned prohibition.

Now, inlight of Tuesday’svote, the
divisionisconsultingwiththeattorney
general’sofficeontheissue.

Large wind farm step closer to reality

EL DORADO (AP) — Butler
County is one step closer to bringing
electricity-generating windmills to
southeast Kansas.

This week the county’s planning
commission approved a proposal by
KansasWind Power LL C for a6,000-
acrewind farmit wantsto build about
3 1/2 miles south of Leon.

About 75 peoplewaited lateintothe
night Tuesday for the commission to
discussandvoteontheproposal. Then,

= Briefly

for more than two hours, county offi-
cialsheardfromresidentswho support
and opposetheproject, aswell asfrom
representativesof KansasWind Power
LLC.

Thefarmwouldincludebetween50
and80turbines, 262 feet tall, tobebuilt
on privately owned land. They would
generate enough energy to power be-
tween 50,000and 75,000 homesayear,
said KansasWind Power chief execu-
tive Troy Helming.

Tension increased as the meeting
continued. At 11:30p.m., Helmingtold
commissioners, “ Thissite needsto be
approved, and it needsto be approved
tonight.”

Commissioners debated whether
they had enough information to vote.

Two motionstotablethediscussion
for atleastamonthfailed. Theplanning
commissioners then voted 4-3 to ap-
prove the proposal, which goesto the
county commission on Nov. 26.

Corn harvest nearly
done, yields down

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Corn harvestin Thomasand Logan
Countiesisabout 75to 80 percent com-
plete and local elevators and state of -
ficialsare saying that thisyear’s crop
will beranginganywherefrom20to50
percent less in yields when gauged
against the bumper cropsin 1998-99.

“There are some good fields out
therewith 200to 210 bushel sper acre
of corn,” said Roger Stockton, Kansas
State agronomist in Colby, “but over-
all theyieldsaredown.”

In offering acomparison, Stockton
said that what was considered a
bumper crop in 1998 and 1999 with
averages of 230 bushels per acre for
irrigated cornand 110for dryland corn,
justisn’'t the casethisyear.

Substanti ating that, aspokesperson
for Hi-PlainsCo-Op saidtoday that the
majority of irrigated corn hasbeenrun-
ningfor themost part bel ow 200 bush-
elsper acreonirrigated cornandthere
are many reports of full circles being
cut for silage.

Additionally, most elevatorsin the
area are reporting that they have re-
ceived anywherefrom 70to 80 percent
of the crop.

Stan Stark, general manager at the
Co-Agin Oakley, agreed yieldswere
down alot and there was no dryland
corn crop.

“Weareabout 75t0 80 percent done
and what’snot being harvestedisalso
being cutfor silage,” Stark said today.
“The majority of what we have taken
here has for the most part went to
feedyards.”

Stockton also talked about some of
theother fall crops, alongwiththecorn
crop to include sunflowers, milo and
soybeans.

At the Northwest Research-Exten-
sion Center variety performance test
plots for the dryland sunflower crop
cameinatyieldsof 1,2001bs. per acre.
Thebestyieldsonthe performancetri-
alsfor cornonirrigated and flood irri-
gation plotswere at 302 bushels.

“1 also saw a couple of entries for
irrigated sunflowers with yields at
3,000 Ibs. per acre and some with
yieldsinthe4,000t04,6001bs. per acre
range,” hesaid.

“ At pricesright now for sunflowers,
that's around $500 an acre gross in-
come.”

Yet for the majority of producers,
Stockton said, the reports have been
showing not muchdryland corninthis
areaandonly alittlebit of dryland milo
and sunflowerswere harvested.

The majority of the fall dryland
crops, withonly afew fortunateexcep-
tions, were lost to the drought condi-
tionsthisyear, hesaid.

Among those few exceptions,
Stocktonsaid, someproducersaround
the Colby area were able to salvage
some of the dryland milo, but the ma-
jority of thecrop didn’t makeit.

Part of the delaysin thisyear’sfall
harvest, he said, wereattributed to the
small amounts of rain and snow in
October, whichwasenoughtoslowthe
drying.

“Eventhoughthecropscandry back
quickly, many fields were still too
muddy to back into,” Stockton said.

Counterfeit suspect
IS shipped to Wichita

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

A Coloradowoman caught last week
for trying to pass counterfeit $20 bills
at the Conoco Travel Shoppein Colby
isnow on her way to Wichitato face
federal charges, said Tom Jones, Tho-
mas County sheriff,

Kathy Jo Nelson, 48, was arrested
last Wednesday after an employee of
the travel shop called authorities to
report the counterfeit incident.

Following a search of her vehicle,
law enforcement officials said they
discovered $3,250 in counterfeit
money hidden in the engine compart-
ment. Thebillswereindenominations
of $20 and $50.

Inadditiontothefakemoney, Colby
Police officialsalso found marijuana,
methamphetamines, drug parapherna-
lia and many documents containing

identities of other people.

“Nelson was charged here with one
count of passing forged hills,” Jones
said today, “but the United States Se-
cret Serviceissuedawarrant onNel son
to facefederal chargesin Wichita.”

During the initial investigation,
Randy Jones, Colby chief of police,
commended the employee for being
alert to the situation and calling au-
thoritiesimmediately. Prior tofederal
officialsarrivingon Thursday, Nel son
was being held in the Thomas County
jail.

The next step for Nelson will be an
appearance in front of afederal mag-
istratetofacethemoreseriouscharges
of counterfeiting.

Asforthedrugsand other parapher-
nalia discovered, the Quad County
Task Forceiscontinuingtoinvestigate
pending prosecution.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Bushsummoned GOPcongres-
sional leaders today to press for
swift passage of his proposed De-
partment of Homel and Securrity, try-
ingtoerasedoubtsby incoming Sen-
ate Mgjority Leader Trent Lott that
this month’s “lame-duck” session
can accomplish anything.

The Democratic-run Senate had
refused to embracethe proposal be-
causeof concernsover union protec-
tionsfor the new agency’sworkers.

Bush wants Homeland passed

“They got afew daysto get somebig
things done, and the most important
thing to get done, | want to empha-
size, istoget aDepartment of Home-
land Security finished,” Bushsaid at
anews conference.

“It doesn’t matter how long it
takes, they need to get it done,” he
added.

Lott said Thursday heis* nhotanad-
vocateof lame-duck sessions.” Heis
eager toendthesessionwithinafew

days.

Bring flags to the parade

Residents of Colby and all of Thomas County are encouraged
to bring flags to the Veterans Day parade on Monday in down-
town Colby. Theevent will beginat 5p.m. at Fike Park and move
south on Franklin to Third Street and then onto the courthouse
where a ceremony will be held. A buswill be available at 4:30
p.m. at the American Legion to take veteransto the parade and
thento the meal following the ceremony. To RSV Pfor themeal,
please call the Chamber of Commerce at 462-3401.

Methodist youth plan Sunday dinner

The Senior United Methodist Youth “Thanksgiving Dinner”
will beheld Sunday, from11am.to1p.m. MeasonWheelswill
alsobeavailablefor thoseunableto attend theevent and organiz-
ersask that if interested, call 462-2761 on Saturday or early Sun-
day to make arrangements.

Russian State Chorus to perform here
TheRussian State Choruswill beperformingat 7:30p.m. (CST)

at the Colby High School auditorium, Saturday, Nov. 9. Admis-
sion at the door will be $15 for adults and $5 for students or by
WPAA season passes. Funding for this performance has been
contributed by the City of Colby Special Law Enforcement Fund
at the Thomas County Community Foundation, and also by the
Thomas County Community Foundation Kansas Health Foun-
dation Fund. Thisprogramisalso presentedin part by theK ansas
Arts Commission, astate agency, and the National Endowment
for theArts, afederal agency.

Korean war vets to speak at college

Two Colby Korean war veterans will be sharing their experi-
encesin the“Forgotten War” on Monday — Veterans Day — at
Colby Community College. Charles Daviswill giveaslide pre-
sentationat 10a.m. and Phil Finley will giveapresentationat 2:30
p.m.. Both will be held in the campuslibrary. The publiciscor-
dially invited to attend.

Volleyball honors scheduled
Colby High School remindsall parentsof studentswho partici-

pated in volleyball, including managers and trainers, that there
will beaFall SportsAwards ProgramonMonday at 7 p.m. inthe
high school commons. All areencouraged to attend, and the gen-
eral publicisalsoinvited.

Senior Center to salute veterans

On Monday, Nov. 11, at 11:30 am., a Veterans Day program
will bepresented at the Senior Progress Center in Colby. Special
patriotic music will be presented by Amy Kendrick and Pat
Ziegelmeier, to honor the nationand our veterans. Thispresenta-
tionisopentothe public and all are encouraged to attend.

Ident-A-Kid project Saturday

KeynaBaalman, of the Colby Police Department, will beat the
HousingAuthority office, 600 S. Mission Ridge, startingat 3p.m.,
Saturday to fingerprint children of all ages using Ident-A-Kid.
Thisisapublicserviceandisopenchildrenof all agesinthecom:-
munity, said Lori Wilson, resident activities participation coor-
dinator at the housing authority.
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