8 pages

Tuesday

November 19, 2002

o0¢

Volume 113, Number 227
Serving Thomas County since 1888

Drapers

Colby family wins ‘Friends of 4-H’ honor

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Two Thomas County familieswere
honored Saturday at the annual 4-H
Achievement Banquet for their excep-
tional contributions to the organiza-
tion.

Theeventwasheldinthe4-H Build-
ing at the Thomas County fairgrounds
with more than 150 people acknow!-
edging the Mike Bremenkamp family
asthe“ 4-H Family of theYear,” andthe
Bill Draper family as* Friendsof 4-H”
honorees, said D’ Ette Scholtz, exten-
sion agent.

Both families were recognized for
their dedication and involvement and
for the Draper family much of the
club’s success was done behind the
scenes.

Erin Carney and Elaine
Bremenkamp presented the award to
the Draper family during the banquet
noted that Sue, Bill’s wife, had her
“first taste” of 4-H when she was 8
yearsold and remained an activemem-
ber for the next 10 years.

“After afew yearsaway from4-H,”
Bremenkamp said, “ Sue became in-
volved again when Tanya (the oldest
daughter) joined theAbileneHustlers
in1989.”

During the banquet, Bremenkamp
said that Sue served as project leader
in the beginning, but when the club
needed a co-community |eader, she
volunteered.

Inaddition, Suehasserved asproject
|eader for sewing, foods, crafts, horse,

photography and woodworking.

Her committeeexperienceincluded
4-H Council, 4-H Sunday, 4-H Week,
county fashion revue, trash pick up,
day camp, district horse planning,
Kansas Award Application training
and judging, trophy committee, coor-
dinating and announcing horse shows
and leading sessions, along with tak-
ing 4-Hersto the Horse Panorama.

When Tanya was in 4-H,
Bremenkamp said that Bill, too, was
involvedinmany differentways, rang-
ing from serving asahorse and wood-
working leader tofinding timeto help
woodworking members make group
projectsthat helpedtheclubor county.

Examples of those projects were
champion animal signs, mini-booths,
benchestorelax onduringthefair and
the horse club trail bridge.

“Bill opened up hisshop many times
to assist a4-Her with awoodworking
project and hel ped hiswife by attend-
ingall thehorseshowsthat both Tanya
and hisyounger daughter, Shanda, par-
ticipatedin,” shesaid.

Both Tanya and Shandajoined 4-H
when they were 7 and continued to be
active membersfor the next 11 years.
Tanyaheld every club office and was
4-H Council Secretary and President,
asdid her sister, Shanda.

“Tanyabelieved that if shewas go-
ing to bein 4-H, she was going to be
involved,” Bremenkamp said.
“Shandatook leading rolesaswell in
theclub’scitizenshipand conservation
projectsfor many years.”

Liketheir mother, both girlsserved
on avariety of committees and re-
ceived many achievementsand awards
for their efforts.

Tanya served on the committees
suchasfashionrevue, county clothing,
district horse, achievement banquet,
county club day and county day came.
Shewasal sothefair superintendent for
many projects and organized and
taught horsemanship clinics.

Shanda, Bremenkamp said during
the presentation, also served on many
of the same committees, along with
being recognized statewide in horse-
manship. She earned the 2000 State
KansasAwardA pplicationHorsewin-
ner and washonoredwiththeNational
4-H Congresstrip toAtlanta, Ga.

“Throughtremendouscommitment
of time, keepingthegood of thewhole
programinfocus,” Bremenkampsaid,
“the Drapershavemadeapositiveim-
pact onthefutureleadersof our county
in ways that they themselves are not
even awareof.”

Onbehalf of theentireorganization,
Bremenkamp thanked the family for
al the“littlethings’ they havedonein
making 4-H better over the past 17
years.

Editor’s note: Details about the
Bremenkamp family receiving the“ 4-
H FamilyoftheYear” awardwashigh-
lightedintheMonday, Nov. 17 edition
of the Colby Free Press. Other indi-
vidual achievement pins and project
awards from the banquet will follow
later in the week.

Duty calls,
magazine
put on hold

AUGUSTA (AP) — Kansas Na-
tional GuardsmanMikeWallacedeliv-
ered the latest issue of the Butler
County Chronicle last week before
preparingtogoto Bosniaasaweapons
inspector.

Itwill bethelastissuehisreadersget
for at least ayear.

Wallace, the monthly news
magazine's only full-time employee,
left Saturday for Leavenworth for
training and then to a peacekeeping
mission asa U.S. Army captain in
Bosnia.

About 120 Kansas soldierswiththe
First Battalion, 108th Aviation, a To-
peka helicopter unit, are training in
Fort Riley, said Joy Moser, Kansas
National Guard spokeswoman.

More soldiers from the 35th Infan-
try Division will join them later in
Bosnia. About 200 Kansanswill likely

replace other units stationed in
Bosnia, Moser said.

Wallacestarted the Butler County
Chroniclein1997, whenhereturned
from hislast servicein Bosnia. The
retired KansasArmy National Guard
member has put the magazine to-
gether from his homein rural Au-
gustafor the past six years.

Hesaid heprintsseveral thousand
issueseach month, and planstobring
the magazine back when hereturns.

Moser said Wallace's situation is
not unusual, and soldiers who are
small-business owners often must
put their businesses on hold.

“It's an example of the sacrifices
that peoplemaketo servetheir coun-
try,” Moser said.

Wallace will also be leaving be-
hind hiswife, Teresa, andtheir three
children, Lenora, Katina, and Hesath.

K.U. study shows

Foreign students big help to economy

LAWRENCE (AP) — College stu-
dentswho cometo Kansasfrom other
nations, beyond adding diversity to
campusand classroomlife, contribute
morethan$100millionannually tothe
state economy, according to research-
ers.

“Havinginternational studentsinthe
classroomwith domestic studentspro-
videsdialogueabout theissuethat just
wouldn't be possible if they weren't
there,” said JoePotts, theinternational
student servicesdirector at theUniver-
sity of Kansas, wherethere are 1,677
students enrolled this year from
abroad.

But, Pottsadded, “ thefinancial stuff
isgreat, too.”

The New York-based Institute of
International Education, in an annual
report rel eased Monday, listed Kansas

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Monday’shigh, 56

Low thismorning, 29

Year ago today, 50 and 20

Temperatureat 11:15today, 53

Soil temperature, 45

Records for Nov. 19: 78 in
1897, 4in 1937

Theforecast

Tonight, partly cloudy, lowsin
thelower 30s, northwest windsup
to 15 mph. Wednesday, cloudy
andbreezy, highsinthelower 60s,
northwest winds15-25 mph, gust-
ingto 35. Wednesday night, partly
cloudy, lows near 30.

Thursday, sunny, highsin the
mid 50s.

25th in the nation this academic year
with 7,244 international students at
public and private colleges.

Their estimated net financial contri-
butionisabout $130 million, theinsti-
tutesaid.

A morefocused look at Kansaswas
provided in areport presented to the
Board of Regents last week by Keith
Geiger, the 2001-2002 Jones Distin-
guished Professor at Emporia State
University.

Through surveys and visits to 50
colleges and universities in Kansas,
Geiger concluded that international
students contributed a net total of
$113.1 million to the state’seconomy
last year. That includes money for tu-
itionandfeesandliving expenseswith
dependents.

Geiger reported that 6,537 interna-

tional studentsattended publicand pri-
vateinstitutionsin Kansasinthe2000-
2001 academic year, upfrom 6,050in
thepreviousyear. M ost of thestudents
comefrom India, Chinaand Japan.

Geiger, who oversaw the Fulbright
Fellowship program in the State De-
partment during the Clinton adminis-
tration, said many of the students he
interviewedfor hisstudy toldhimtheir
families believed they were safer
studying in Kansas rather than on the
East or West Coast.

“1"m guessing thenumbersof inter-
national studentsinthe heartland will
increase,” said Geiger,aMichiganna-
tive and former president of the Na-
tional Education Association.

“They associatethecenter part of the
United States with laid-back, caring
people and security,” Geiger said.
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takes a couple of weeks.

DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press

City of Colby worker Robert Taylor hung Christmas decorations on
Franklin Avenue in downtown Colby this morning. Taylor said the job

All
ISON
target

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

It's beginning to look alot like
Christmas— everywhereyou go—
in Colby!

That’sright, preparation hasbegun
for the famous December holiday,
and according to various city offi-
cials, the decorating will soon be
complete.

Ascity workerscontinuedtoday to
hang holiday decorationsthroughout
the city, Jerry Bieker, public works
director, said they have been work-
ing hard and are hoping to have ev-
erything complete by next Wednes-
day.

Eachyear thedecorationsarehung
and in place before Thanksgiving.
Although Bieker said peoplearecon-
stantly tellinghimitis“toosoon,” he
saidthedecorationsmust beinplace
for thebeginning of theholiday shop-
ping season, which is the day after
Thanksgiving.

Bieker said each year thecity puts
up avariety of holiday ornamenta-
tion. Thisyear, asin years past, the
Christmasbannersand poleswill be
up and lining the streets of Colby,
herewill bewreathshanging near the
stop lights and the major intersec-
tions, and lights on Candy Cane
Lane, the street leading into Santa
City, will be put up.

Hesaid projectssuchastheChrist-
mas tree atop the swimming pool,
lightson the gazebosat thecity park
andtheChristmastreeby thetourism
building, will befinished astimeal-
lows.

Hospital’s attorney files notice

Goodland judge’s decision being
challenged to a higher court

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

District Judge Jack Burr’s decision
regarding aninjunction prohibitingthe
Colby hospital from enforcing a sus-
pension on alocal physician’s privi-
legesat that facility isbeing challenged
toahigher court.

The notice of appeal was filed late
last week in the Thomas County Dis-
trict Court by Carol Bonebrake of To-
peka, whorepresentsCitizensM edical
Center, Inc.

In the appeal notice, Bonebrake is
seeking the Court of Appeals of the
State of Kansas to allow the hospital
the right to enforce the suspension
against Dr. Victor H. Hildyard and
comes some five weeks after the
judge’ sdecisiontodeny theinjunction
following argumentsfrom both sides.

InBurr’searly October decision, he
overruled thehospital’ sattempt to bar
Hildyard from seeing patients at Citi-
zens Medical Center and further in-
structed that administrative remedies
pursuant to medical staff and hospital

by-laws be exhausted, at which time
therestraining order would automati-
cally dissolve.

Inthat samedecision, Burr also de-
niedabondrequest from Bonebrakeon
behalf of CitizensMedical Center, Inc.
which she believed was necessary in
the event damages were made against
the hospital.

Withinthenext few days, Bonebrake
isexpected tofile documentswith the
Court of Appealson thisissue.

Alongwiththepending appeal tothe
state, anadministrativehearingisalso
planned this week involving allega-
tions of misconduct based, in part, on
testimony from Margaret Ann Staats,
a hospital employee, against Dr.
Hildyard. Staats, whowithindays, re-
canted her allegations, is now asking
for damagesfrom Dr. Hildyard in an-
other civil matter. Inthat civil suitand
in regard to other allegations of mis-
conduct, Dr. Hildyard hasand contin-
uestodeny allegationsof misconduct.

Michael O’ Neal of Hutchinson,
Hildyard's attorney, said today that

while the hearing will not be open tc
the general public, hedid say that it i<
scheduled for Wednesday at 10a.m. in
the conferenceroom of Prairie Senior
Living Complex in Colby.
“Thereisalso apre-hearing confer-
ence tonight beginning at 7 p.m.,”
O’ Neal said. The purpose of the pre-
hearing conference, hesaid, istogetall
thepartiestogetherinamoreinformal
setting and allow the chairman of the
proceedings, who O’ Neal saidisfrom
Salina, along with those involved, an
opportunity toreview andestablishthe
amount of time that might be needed
for the actual hearing on Wednesday.
Eventhoughthepublicisnotinvited
totheadministrativehearing at Prairie
Senior Living Complex, a group of
people have organized araly in sup-
port of Dr. Hildyardthat will takeplace
intheparking lot areaof Lantern Park
Manor between 3 and 6 p.m. on
Wednesday. The director of Lantern
Park Manor, Monti Montgomery, &
rally spokesperson said today, did
agreetoallow therally to take place.
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Orchestrasetto open season

ThePrideof thePrairieOrchestrawill beopeningits22nd sea-
son beginning at 3:30 p.m. (CST), Sunday in the Colby High
School auditorium. The concert is entitled, “We Celebrate the
Season.” The orchestrais supported by its many Friends of the
Orchestra. Admission to the concert will be by Friends of the
Orchestramembership with Randi Olson the contact person.

For questionsor membership, call Olsonat 465-9125. Tickets

will also be available at the door.

Mass to honor special people

Sacred Heart Church and the Colby Council of the Knights of
Columbuswill hold a special Blue Mass on Sunday, Nov. 24 at
10am. ThisMassisaway of reaching out in thanksgiving for

the superior job that our police officers, sheriff’sdeputies, high-

way patrol troopers, firefightersand EM T’ sdo everyday to serve
and protect the citizens of Thomas County. These groups have
been invited andaskedto bedressedintheir respectiveuniforms.

Ag profitability conference announced

Producerswanting to learn more about machinery investment
decisions, thegrain market situation, crop insurance, competing
for aglabor, buying and owning farmland, along with other top-
ics, areencouraged to attend the ag profitability conference next
week. Thedeadlinefor registration is Friday with a$15 fee that
includeslunch, said D’ Ette Scholtz, Thomas County Extension
agent. Theconferencewill beheld at the City LimitsConvention
Center in Colby beginning at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 26, con-
cluding at 3:30 p.m. For questions or to register, call 462-4582.

School board meeting Thursday

The Colby Public Schools board of education meeting origi-
nally scheduled Monday has been rescheduled to Thursday at 7
p.m. inthe board room, 210 S. RangeAve.

Farm safety course planned
Thomas County farmers and their families are encouraged to

attend afarm safety program planned for Monday, Nov. 25, be-
ginning at 5 p.m. at the 4-H Building in Colby. The program,
AgraSafe, will provideinformation on-the-farmemergenciesand
how to prevent accidents, said D’ Ette Scholtz, extension agent.
“Thisis afree program for the entire family and ameal isin-
cluded,” shesaid. Theregistration deadlineis Thursday, and for
thoseinterestedinattending, call 462-4582to makeareservation.

Businesses asked to participate
With the Wellness Fair nearing, businesses are being asked to

takepart in promoting community health and wellnessby cover-
ing the cost of the fair registration and or health screenings for

their empl oyeeswho may want to participate. Thefair will behelc
on Saturday, Jan. 18, 2003, from 9 am. to 1 p.m. at the student

unionontheColby Community Collegecampus. Bloodwork will
be done on Saturdays, Jan. 4 and 11. Theregistration fee is $5,
withtheadditionfeesfor someof thetests. For moreinformation
about business couponsfor the Wellness Fair call Wanda Davis

at (785) 462-4797.
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