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Griese, Sharpe unclear
for Sundayvs. San Diego

DENVER (AP)—BrianGrieseand
Shannon Sharpemadeit through asec-
ond practice without any setbacks
Thursday, but it was unclear whether
they will play for Denver against San
Diego.

Broncoscoach Mike Shanahansaid
his starting quarterback and tight end
will haveto go through morerigorous
workouts before a decision is made
about Sunday’s game.

“Bothlooked pretty good. It'sgoing
tobeagame-timedecision,” Shanahan
said. “We'll seeif there’sany setback
tomorrow, but both of them came
through yesterday in pretty good
shape.”

Griesereturnedto practiceWednes-
day for thefirsttimesincespraininghis

|eft knee against Seattleon Nov. 17.

Shanahan said Griese was sore
Thursday morning, but it wasn’t
enough to keep him from practicing.
He said Griese will try to do more in
practicesFriday and Saturday to seeif
he'll be able to handle game condi-
tions.

“Just out here helooks pretty good,
but until hereally putspressureonitin
ascrambling situation, youdon't know
for sure,” Shanahan said. “Hedoesn’t
wanttooverdoit right now. He'slook-
ing good with what we' redoing.”

Sharpemadehugestridessincepar-
tially separating hisright el bow against
Oakland onNov. 11. Hewasexpected
to miss up to amonth, but returned to
practice Wednesday.

Michael Jordan retiring-again

WASHINGTON (AP) - Michael
Jordan madeit clear that he's playing
hisfinal NBA season, saying there's
“zerochance” hewill returnfor athird
year with the Washington Wizards.

Jordan said Thursday he will retire
after this season and returnto hisrole
aspartial owner of theWizards.

“1 tell you right now that I’'m just
fulfilling my contract,” said Jordan,
who signed a two-year, $2.1 million
deal with Washington last year after
stepping down from hisexecutive du-
ties.

“At the end of this season, I’m not
looking at another contract. | just want
to finish this year out and hopefully
fulfill my obligationsand let thisteam
takeitsown course.”

Jordan, whowill turn40in February,
returned to basketball last season be-
cause he said he till felt the need to
compete.

AfterjoiningtheWizardsasaplayer,
Jordan energized Washingtonfor most
of | ast season beforehewasforced out
of the lineup with aright knee injury
that eventually required surgery.

Coming into this season, Wizards
coach Doug Collinssaid Jordanwould
comeoff thebenchinan effort tokeep
himfresh. However, withtheWizards
slipping lately and on a four-game
slide, Jordan told Collins - whom he
hired as coach while serving as team
president - to play him more.

Jordan is averaging 16.6 points a
game this season. Based on his com-
ments Thursday, it appears heisn’t
concerned about the wear and tear on
hiskneebecausehe'snot goingtoplay
after this season.

Jordan said hewantsto seethe Wiz-
ards’ young players like Kwame
Brown, Juan Dixon, Jared Jeffriesand
Tyronn Lue develop into a playoff-
caliber team without him.

After histwo previousretirements,
both from the Chicago Bulls, Jordan
left little doubt as to whether he was

truly done.

Asked if he's leaving himself any
wiggleroomtoreturnnext season, Jor-
dan said, “ After this, there will be no
want. I’m 100 percent sure that after
thisl’mdone.”

Jordan said he still thinksWashing-
ton(6-8) canmaketheplayoffs, buthis
immediategoal isstopping theteam’s
current slide.

Washington has dropped five of its
last seven games, including an 88-
84l ossTuesday nighttolndiana. Inthat
game, Jordantied hisseason highwith
34 minutes.

During his 14-year career, Jordan
won the NBA MV P award five times
and led the league in scoring arecord
10times.

He, Scottie Pippen and a strong
group of role playershel ped the Bulls
winsix championships, from1991-93
and 1996-98.

Jordan retired thefirst timein 1993
topursueacareer in baseball, thenre-
turned for the final 17 games of the
1994-95 season.

After the Bulls' next three titles,
Jordanretired again, in January 1999.

HebecametheWizards' president of
baskethal | operationson Jan. 19, 2000.
Monthsbeforeheresumed hisplaying
career for asecondtime, hesaidhewas
“99.9 percent” certain he would not
play again.

Heaveraged 22.9 pointslast season,
hislowest production sincehisinjury-
plagued second season withtheBulls,
whenheaveraged 22.7pointsinjust 18
games.

With Jordan’s experience, the Wiz-
ards briefly looked as if they might
maketheplayoffslast season, starting
26-21. But he missed 22 games after
the knee surgery, and the Wizardslost
24 of their last 35.

Jordan madeasignificant offseason
move when he traded Richard
Hamilton - theteam’s second-leading
scorer -to Detroitfor Jerry Stackhouse.

NFL playerchargedwithDUI

CHARLOTTE,N.C. (AP)—Caro-
lina Panthers running back Lamar
Smithwascharged withdrunkendriv-
ing, thelatest legal embarrassment for
theteam.

Pantherswidereceiver Steve Smith
was suspended for one game by the
team Nov. 20for afight that sent team-
mate Anthony Bright to the hospital .

ThePanthersal soreleased offensive
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tackle Chris Terry, who was arrested
Nov. 20 for failing to appear in court
onamisdemeanor chargeof assaulting
hiswife.

Also, defensive end Julius Peppers
is appealing a four-game suspension
for violating the league’s substance-
abuse policy. Teammate Brentson
Buckner already accepted afour-game
suspension for the sameviolation.
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‘Xs and Os, fellas, Xs _and Os...’

DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press

Fourth-year Trojan head coach Brian Ostermann diagrammed a play during a time-out at the Colby
Community Building. The Trojan men’s basketball team is off to its best startin the four years Ostermann
has been at the helm of the Trojan program. Colby is in Marshalltown, lowa today and Saturday at the
Marshalltown Classic, and is attempting to go 9-0 on the year against Ellsworth Community College
today, before taking on Marshalltown Saturday. Next weekend, Colby is in Coffeyville for the Jayhawk
Shootout, and the following weekend, Dec. 13 and 14, will be in Liberal for the Seward Classic. The
Trojans open conference play at home on Jan. 4 against Butler County.

All-League
volleyball
team named

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

The Northwest Kansas L eague has
released its All-League Volleyball
team selections,
based on coa- [T
ches choices. |
Three Colby |*
Lady Eagles, se- -
nior Tiffany
Focke, and jun-
iors Summar i
Stephens and
Bethanie Lin-
den, were se-
lected to the
team, along
with two
Goodland
players, two
St.  Francis
players, and
two from
Oberlin.
Hoxie, At-
wood, and
Quinter each
had one play-
ers on the
team.

The com-
plete roster of
the Northwest |
Kansas All-
L eague Vol-
leyball team |
is: Focke

Tiffany Fo-
cke, Colby,AlishaMcKee, Goodland,
JacieHoyt, Hoxie, Amber Feikert, St.
Francis, Shannon Lowry, Atwood,
Kortney Stapp, Decatur County,
Bethanie Linden, Colby, Summar
Stephens, Colby, Jeree Selensky,
Quinter, Heather Culwell, St. Francis,
Janae McKee, Goodland, Kelsey
Dorshorst, Decatur County.

Call uswith your sports
newsat 785-462-3963

Happy Holidaysfrom colbysports@nwkansas.com
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