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Basketball season gets underway Thursday night as the Colby High
School varsity and junior varsity teams travel to Scott City to take on the

JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press

Beavers. ABOVE: The Lady Eagles in action last year against the Scott

City Lady Beavers.

Winter sports jumps out of the gates Thursday

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press
Thewinter sportsseason getsunder-
way Thursday for Colby High Schoal,
astheboy’sand girl’ sbasketball teams
travel to Scott City for junior varsity
and varsity action, which gets under-
way at 3 p.m., at the Scott City High
School gym.

Friday night, the junior varsity and
varsity wrestlerstravel to WaK eeney
to start the wrestling season.

The wrestlers will be back on the
road Saturday morning, with the var-
sity headingto St. Francisand JV wres-
tling at Goodland.

Saturday night, TheEaglesopenthe
home basketball season with games

against Russell at boththe Colby Com-
munity Building and the Colby High
School gym.

Saturday’ s action getsunderway at
6:15 in the high school gym for JV
boy’s, and 6:30 at the Community
Building for thevarsity girls.

Thehighschool * C' teamEagleswill
play their first games Tuesday agai nst

Hays, prior to the JV and varsity
games.

Colby Middle School basketball
continues Thursday at the Colby
Middle School gym, against the
middle school teams from Scott City.
Those games, which will include 7A,
7B, and 7C, and 8A and 8B, will start
at4:30 p.m.

IT'll be strictly business Sunday for Vermeil against Rams

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP) — It's
strictly business, Dick Vermeil says,
nothing personal .

Hewantstowinon Sunday for what
itwoulddofor hisKansasCity Chiefs,
notfor whatitwoulddototheSt. Louis
Rams.

“PlayingtheRamsisacritical game
but it's not a personal game,” said
Vermeil, who coached the 1999 Rams
totheSuper Bowl titleand thenretired
for ayear beforebecoming head coach
of the Chiefs.

That said, Vermeil still acknowl-
edges a soft spot for hisold team.

“1 root for themto be successful ev-
ery Sunday,” he said. “I check the
scores as they flash across the screen
during our games just to see how
they’ redoing. | can’t help from doing
that because | have alot of personal
friendsthere.”

The Chiefs(6-6) areclinging to the
slimmest of playoff hopes, figuring
they’ Il needtowintheirlast four games
to have achanceinthe hotly competi-
tive AFC West, where they’'rein last

place behind San Diego, Oakland and
Denver.

The bruised and battered Rams (5-
7) arein much the same shape as the
Arizona Cardinals, whom the Chiefs
clobbered 49-0 last week in Arrow-
head.

Injuries to Kurt Warner and Marc
Bulger will force them to start Jamie
Martin at quarterback. And they said
Tuesday that tackle Orlando Pacewill
besidelined at least two weekswith a
torn right hamstring, further weaken-
ing an already thin offensiveline.

“They’ve had moreinjuriesthanis
fair,” Vermeil said. “| havenever been
inasituation asahead coachthat I’ ve
experiencedtheinjuriesthat they have
experienced and continue to experi-
ence. They get somebody back and
they get him hurt again. They get Or-
lando Pace back and they get him hurt
again. Lastweek, they playedwithtwo
startersinthe offensiveline.”

Although retired, Vermeil was still
contractually obligated to St. Louis
when Carl Peterson, the Chiefs' gen-
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960 South Range
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Anniversary Sale!!

HOME FURNISHINGS ONLY!

(excludes mattresses and floor coverings)

Join us for Grand Prize giveaways on Saturday,
December 7th - we'll be giving away 3 large prizes:

* HON 4-drawer Filing Cabinet < Casio Electric Labeler
* Lane Padded Cedar Chest

~ REFRESHMENTS DAILY ~
Dec. 2nd thru Dec. 7th

OPEN
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:00-6:00
SATURDAY: 9:00-5:00

PICK A CARD FROM THE
DISCOUNT TREE AND
RECEIVE 5, 10, or 15% OFF
YOUR PURCHASE!!

Prizes given away DAILY!

Home
Furnishings

(785) 462-2222
FAX: (785)462-2262

eral manager and a longtime friend,
convinced himto get back into coach-
ing.

NFL Commissioner Paul Tagliabue
ordered the Chiefsto givethe Ramsa
third-round draft choice for signing
Vermeil —whothenhired Al Saunders
off Rams coach Mike Martz's staff to
be hisoffensive coordinator.

Somehavewondered if theremight
be bitter feelings between the two
clubs, but Vermeil saidit’snonsenseto
even specul ate.

“There are 17 guys on the (Rams)
roster that we brought there,” Vermeil
said. “So, you just can't throw away
those rel ationships and those feelings
that were devel oped together.”

RoyWilliamssaysthere’s
no panic for Jayhawks
after embarrassing NIT

By DOUG TUCKER
AP Sports Writer

LAWRENCE (AP) — Basketball
practice has been more intense than
usual this week at Kansas, as the
Jayhawks try to rebound from their
embarrassing Thanksgiving trip to
New York.

On Tuesday, coach Roy Williams
wastill at alossto explain what hap-
pened last week, when the Jayhawks
lost to North Carolinaand Floridain
the Preseason NIT — and played per-
haps their worst game of the 15-year
Williamserainthe67-55 setback tothe
then-unranked Tar Heels.

“1 don’t know what that was against
North Carolinag,” Williamssaid. “I've
had coachestell methey’ venever seen
one of my teams play like that. I've
never seen one of my teamsplay like
that. That was an aberration.”

Afterthelosses, Kansastumbledthis
week from No. 2to No. 14.

Before going through atough prac-
ticeon Monday, Williamsgot hisstaff
and team together for ameeting.

“It'snot panictime,” Williamssaid.
“1’m trying to make sure our players
don’t overreact and our coachesdon’t
either.

“It'snotlikewe' vefallenoff thetop
of abridge, or we' veforgotten how to
play basketball. You go around the
country and pick out some schedules,
give us some of those schedules and
we' dbe4-0right now andwe' d befat
and happy. Butwedon'’t choosetoplay
that. We played good teams.”

Williams said that during the meet-
ing he, asked hisplayersonequestion:
“’Tell me or tell yourself, what was
your thought processbeforethe Caro-
linagameor inthefirst 6-8 minutesof
the Carolinagame.”’

Themalaisewasalso present inthe
consolation game against Floridaun-
til thesecond half, whenthe Jayhawks
chopped a 19-point deficit down to 2
points beforefinally losing 83-73.

“Everything was lacking in the
North Carolina game, a sense of ur-

gency, asenseof humanity,” Williams
said. “It wasn't Kansas basketball. |
guessyou havetolivethroughonelike
that every so often. | hope it’s once
every 15 years.”

The Jayhawks get back into action
Wednesday night at home against Di-
vision |l Central Missouri State. But
thentheschedul egetstoughagainwith
games against No. 7 Oregon and No.
19 Tulsa

GuardKirk Hinrich, whowill sit out
Wednesday night’s game with a sore
back, saidinNew York that somepl ay-
ers had not been paying attention to
details. Senior forward Nick Collison
said Tuesday that that, too, had been
addressed.

“It wasamatter of peoplebeing late
to abus, and to a meeting, either late
or making it barely ontime,” he said.
“Littlethingslikethat arejust possible
signs of people not being as commiit-
ted as they should be. Those issues
have been addressed. But we'll see
how weact and play therest of thesea-
son, how we practice.”

Collison said team chemistry was
not aproblem.

“Weget along fine. Wejust need —
certainguysasateam—weneedtodo
abetter jobfocusing onthelittlethings,
thedetails.”

While Hinrich struggles with his
back problem, sophomore forward
Wayne Simien hasbeen nursingasore
anklebut doesnot plantotakeany time
off.

“It's going to be a problem,” Will-
iamssaid of Simien’sinjury. “ Weknow
that. It's going to be a problem for &
long time. If you give him one month
off, hecould sprainitthefirst day back,
so what have you gained?

“It'sasprained ankle. It's going to
takeitsown timetableto get better. Tc
me, thegood newsisherolledit twice
in the North Carolina game and went
back in and played, and played effec-
tively against Floridatwo nights|ater.
His ankle is bothering him. But we
don’'t have any other choice.”

colbysports@nwkansas.com
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