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There’sstill time to get all those
packages to family and friends

By DARRFI PATTIII O
Colby Free Press

It might bealittlelateto mail some
holiday packages, but therestill istime
to get otherson their way.

That's the word from Colby Post-
master James M cDonald.

McDonald said the time has come
and goneto send air mail internation-
ally, but giftsand packagescan still be
sent by parcel post internationally. He
cautionedthat air-mail parcel packages
shouldbemailedby Monday, if they're
going to reach their destinations by
Christmas.

“ And domestic packages should be
mailed by Dec. 15,” hesaid.

McDonald a so had instructionsfor
preparing packages to be mailed.
“Make sure everything is well
wrapped,” hesaid. “ Do not try to mail
packages wrapped in just Christmas
gift wrapping. Use corrugated card-

board box with brown shipping wrap.
Gift wrappingisnot very durable!”

McDonaldalsohad animportanttip
for addressing packages. “1n addition
to putting the address on the outside,
put both your address and the
receiver’s address inside of the box
you' resending. That way, if thewrap-
pingisdamaged, we'll still haveaway
toget it whereit’ssupposed to go.”

McDonald al so stressed that people
should think safety when sending
things through the mail. “Don’t send
anything hazardous in nature, like
large amounts of batteries, or chemi-
cals. Just be safe,” hesaid.

As the Christmas holiday nears,
lines at post offices begin to grow.
Employeesaredoingtheir besttokeep
upwiththeflow andif postal officials
were allowed atwo-word tip to pass
along, it would probably be, “Have
patience.”

Sanitation surcharge
approved by councll

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

A sanitation surchargewill begoing
into effect immediately for items be-
yond the normal residential trash col-
lectionfollowingaunanimousvoteby
the Colby City Council at its meeting
Tuesday.

For the most part, the problem and
subsequent decision to impose a sur-
charge, wasinitiated because of land-
lordsusingthecity’ssanitationservice
asa"“clean-up” service when tenants
move out, said Carolyn Armstrong,
city manager.

Asaresult, the council voted to in-
clude an additional $25 surcharge on
any articlesaboveand beyond thenor-
mal trash collection. Armstrong said
thoseitemswill includesuchthingsas
mattresses, desks, and other larger
pieces of furniture.

The owner of the property would
then receiveabill for thoseitems.

The issue came to the city’s atten-
tion, shesaid, whenlandlordscontinue
to stack broken furniture, mattresses,
desksand other largeitemsinthefront
yardsof vacated rental swiththeexpec-
tationthat thecity trash serviceshould
collect these things as routine house-
hold garbage.

In looking at ways to address the
problem, Armstrong said, it was dis-
covered that clarification was needed
intheordinancesincethiswasnot spe-
cifically covered.

Inaseparatematter, thecouncil also
voted unanimously to direct the city
manager and Joel Kriss, city attorney,
to send |l etterstothosewhose property
isalong the east aley in the Pine Hill
addition, notifying that there are en-
croachments in the alley’s right-of-
way on the north.

The areain question is east of the
Court Terrace cul-de-sac and would

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Tuesday’s high, 30

L ow thismorning, 20

Year ago today, 63 and 22

Temperatureat 11:15a.m. today,
35

Recordsfor Dec. 4: 74in 1946, -
4in 1902

Theforecast

Tonight, partly cloudy to cloudy,
patchy fog, lows upper teens,
northeast windsbecomeswest late
5-10 mph. Thursday, cloudy early
then becoming sunny, patchy fog
early, warmer with highsin the
lower 40s, west winds becoming
north late 10-15 mph. Thursday
night, clear, lows near 20 and Fri-
day, sunny, highsin thelower 50s.

affect eight residents. Theconcernfor
city crews isthat they need to access
the aley in order to provide mainte-
nance on the sewer line and cannot do
so because the property owners have
basically takenover thealley aspart of
their property with trees, sheds and
other improvements being made,
Armstrong said.

The council decided to give these
residents until April 1, 2003 to move
the encroachments or face having the
city bulldozethe obstructionsin order
to clear the alley for routine mainte-
nance.

In other council business:

» Approval was given to grant Dr.
Karen Thummel a special use permit
tobuilda20’ x 25’ additionto her den-
tal officeat 480 W. 4th St.

This particular special use permit
was previously reviewed by the plan-
ning commission and recommended
by itsmembers. The permit needed to
bereviewed and approved by thecoun-
cil in order to comply with zoning re-
quirements.

* The council approved the home
occupation permit application for
Hensley Healthand Wellnessat 435W.
4th St., alongwithapprovingtheappli-
cationfor licenseto allow Kabredlos,
Inc., 1615 W. 4th, to sell cereal malt
beverages.

» The resolution to approve the
Colby Free Press as the official city
newspaper was granted, along with
other routine resolutions conducted
annually.

» The council approved athree per-
cent raise for Kriss as city attorney,
which Armstrong said was consi stent
with the budgeted amount for con-
tracted empl oyees.

EffectiveJanuary of 2003, Krisswill
receive asalary of $2,342 per month.
Hissaary in 2002 was $2,273.

Santa’s helpers at work
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Three of Santa’s little elves were busy wrapping Christmas presents trees and creative art done by the preschoolers. Puddle Duckislocated
this morning at Puddle Duck Preschool in Colby. The publicis invited at520 W. 5th Street. Pictured left to right are Matthew Hanzlick, Carter
to take a tour of “Santa’s Workshop” and see the display of Christmas Morrison and Quinlee Niblock.

DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press

Investigation continues into Stuckey’s fire

MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

I nvestigation continuesastotheori-
gin of the Saturday night fire at
Stuckey’srestaurant, two miles south
of Brewster along I nterstate 70.

Thefiredestroyed the restaurant as
well asthe manager’sliving quarters.
It was called into 911 at 10:35 p.m.
from the alarm company which ser-
vicesthe stores.

Both Brewster and Sherman County
Rural fire departments responded to
the scene, but were unableto savethe
building.

In addition to the two fire depart-
ments, assi stancewasoffered by Tho-
mas County Sheriff’s Department,
Thomas County Emergency Medical
Services, KansasHighway Patrol and
Midwest Energy, whowerecalledinto
cut the power supply to the building.

Suspicion has risen about the fire,
sincetherehavebeenat least threefires
at Stuckey’srecently and the building
isup for sale, according to officials.

Mike Baughn, Thomas County un-
dersheriff and Brewster mayor, said
before Saturday’s fire, Brewster and
Sherman County firefightershad been

called to Stuckey’sto put out afirein
the restaurant’s office on Monday,
Nov. 25, just fivedaysbefore. Hesaid
that fire was likely caused by a ciga-
rette being thrown inthetrash can be-
foreit wasfully extinguished.

Beforethat, Baughn said, therewas
afireinthe grill areathat employees
put out themselves and wasn’t re-
ported.

Theformer manager of theBrewster
restaurant who now runsthe Stuckey’s
in Grinnell said therewas afire at the
Brewster Stuckey’s while she was
there. Shesaid aclothesdryer malfunc-
tioned and caught on fire. The dryer
was replaced, she said, because the
manufacturer found it was defective.

Baughn said officers felt the
Stuckey’sfire warranted afull inves-
tigation.

“Whenyou havethreefiresinashort
time,” hesaid, “and the buildingisup
for sale, it makes you want to do the
fullest investigation possible.”

Only oneindividual, 19-year-old
Jacob Koch, wasinthebuilding at the
time of the Saturday night fire.

Koch isacashier for the restaurant
and liveswith restaurant manager Sa-

rah Divine, in the apartment attached
totherestaurant. Hewasabl etoescape
uninjured. Divinewasreportedly vis-
iting another Stuckey’s employee at
thetimeof thefire.

In addition to the restaurant,
Stuckey’sisalsoagasstation. Baughn
said the gas storage tanks had been
filled the day before the fire.
Firefightersdid agood job of keeping
the flames away from the gas pumps,
he said, and dousing the pumps with
water. Thestoragetankswill probably
be emptied, he said.

To assist with theinvestigation, the
Kansas State Fire Marshal’s Office at
Topekawascalledin.

Mike Cameron, publicinformation
officer andresearchanalystfor thefire
marshal’ sofficesaidtoday that Melvin
Dale, oneof the office’'s 12 investiga-
tors, has been assigned to the fire.
Along with Dale, K-9 handler Mark
McCleary and hishlack L abrador Re-
triever, Roxanne, areassistingwiththe
case.

Cameron said that during theinves-
tigation, Dalewill besearchingfor the
origin and cause of the fire and any
physical evidence that may exist. He

will alsobeconductinginterviewswith
both Kochand Divineaswell asother
witnessesand authoritiesthat assistec
inthefire.

M cCleary and Roxannewereonthe
sceneon Sunday to canvasstheareafor
accelerates. Roxanneis trained simi-
larly to abomb dog and is trained to
detect hydro-carbons. Thesewoul d be
foundingasoline, petroleum and other
fossil fuels.

Cameron said that the K-9 unit i<
calledinsometimeto helpinvestigate
whenit hasbeen determinedthat there
aremultiple originsfor afire, but can
be used for other reasons as well. He
was not aware of the reason the team
was used on this particular investiga-
tion.

Once complete, the report from the
statefiremarshal’ sofficewill beturneg
over to local jurisdictions. The areg
now isbeing considered acrimescene.

Cameronsaid, “ Thisisavery com-
plex investigation. Sometimesinves-
tigations such asthese take months.”

The Grinnell Stuckey’s manager
said the owner of the Brewster restau-
rant is a Georgia man named Fred
Miller.

Tiny Kansas town
grows by 10,000

COUNTRYSIDE (AP) — The
mayor of thistiny Kansas City suburb
finally got what he wanted. On Tues-
day, Ken Davis’' constituents voted
Countryside out of existence.

Residents in the six-square-block
enclave, overwhelmingly voted to
mergewithneighboringMission. T he

electiondrew a 71 percent voter turn-
out, with consolidation prevailing by
an unofficial margin of 127-69.
“It'salandslide,” said Davis, the
merger’sleading supporter. Davissaid
thecitieswould probably uniteby mid-
January. After adding Countryside's
300 residents, Mission will have a

population of about 10,000.

“Inthelong run, peoplearegoing
tobehappy withtheirlower taxesand
ability to participate in the bigger
community.”

Voters last turned back a merger
guestion in 1998 by a margin of 2-
to-1.

Fund raiser planned Saturday
Therewill beaspecia meal prior tothe Colby High School boys

basketball game beginning at 5 p.m. and until the end of thefirst

quarter of that gameon Saturday, said Tom Beckman, high school
girlsbasketball head coach. The event, which will beheldinthe
basement of the Colby Community Building, isto help lvy
Ramsey, a Colby High School junior, defray surgery and reha-
bilitation costsincurred duringthesummer. Themenuwill include
barbecue pork sandwiches, potato salad, chips, dessert and drink
for $5. Along with the cost of the meal, each person will also re-
ceive anumbered ticket with achance of winning a$25 gift cer-

tificate from the Sports Shoppe.

Areachildren invited to write Santa
Areachildrenareinvitedtosubmitlettersto SantaClauswhich

will be published in aspecial edition of the Colby Free Presson

Friday, Dec. 20. Children can mail lettersto Santaat 155 W. 5th
St., Colby, Kan., 67701, or drop them by the newspaper office

between 8a.m. and 6 p.m., Monday through Friday. Deadlinefor
submitting letterswill close of businesson Friday, Dec. 13. For
questions, call the editorial department, 462-3963.

Pancake feed planned Saturday
TheHighPlainsLionsClubissponsoring apancakefeedfrom
7am.to2p.m., Saturday at the Colby Community Building. The
cost is $3 per person with proceeds going toward various com-
munity projects.

Project will benefit carnival group

The Thomas County Amusement A ssociation will bethe ben-
eficiary of “ Charity Appeal Day,” anannual project of Wal-Mart.
A portion of all saleson Dec. 7 (Saturday) from 7-11 am. at the
Colby store will be forwarded to the amusement association in
itsquest to create ahome-owned carnival.

Donations still needed for Genesis
Asthe Genesis Thomas County Food Bank board makesfinal

preparationsfor thisyear’ sannual Christmasbasket project, Geri
Landry, one of the coordinators, isreminding everyone that do-

nationsarestill needed. “ Donationsaredownthisyear,” shesaid,
adding that individuals or groups that can offer financial assis-
tancewould be appreciated. For those wanting to make a contri-

bution to help thefood bank in buying the necessary itemsnot in
stock for thedistribution on Saturday, Dec. 14, areasked to make
checks payable to Genesis, PO. Box 214, Colby, Kan., 67701.

For questions, call Landry at 462-2258.

‘Coats for Kids’

TheColby Jayceesareonceagain collecting coatsfor youthin
need. Anyoneinthecommunity interested in donating good, clean
winter coatsin sizesfrom infant to adult are asked to drop them
off at oneof thetwo collection boxesintown, said BonnieL ewis,

drive underway

one of the organizers. The boxes arelocated at Dillons and Pio-

neer Memorial Library beginning today. The actual distribution
of thecoatswill beon Saturday, Dec. 21 at the Jaycee Center. For
guestions, call Lewisat 462-3627.
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