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New stadium, administration
building are in Colby’s future

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

The Colby Eagle Booster Club
askedfor permissiontoraisefundsfor
the renovation of Dennen Field on
Monday night at the regular Colby
school board meeting. Joel Powell and
Dewey Augustinetoldtheboardthat a
new stadium could be built for around
$200,000 dollars, and that the booster
club was prepared to raise money and
apply for grantstowards that end.

“The booster club isinterested in
updating to a more modern and safer
facility,” Powell told the board, read-
ing from a prepared statement. “One
that wecan beproud of for thenext 50-
plusyears.”

Colby Schools activities director
Jeff Quenzer told the board that the
timewasripefor refinishing thetrack
at Dennen Field aswell. “Thetrack is
three to four years past due for refin-
ishing,” Quenzer said. “If wedon't do
something now, we're going to be
looking at spending alot of money to

completely rebuild the track. We can
either spend $60,000 now or twicethat
much later.” Quenzer recommended
that the track be considered for major
repair work over the summer when it
is warmer, and the stadium project
scheduled for 2004.

Diana Wieland will work with the
booster club obtaining grants for the
projects, and board member John
Cranstonwill bethecontact personfor
the school board.

In other business:

* Architect Glen Strait presented a
preliminary planfor anew buildingfor
the administration. The 60’ X96’
squarefoot building would belocated
near the high school. The board’'s
building committee will examine the
plancloser andreport back totheboard
in January.

» Theboard approvedthepetitionfor
thecharter school. DianaWieland and
Terrel Harrison, Colby Grade School
principal, will proceed with the appli-
cationto the state. If approved, afed-

eral grantfor planningwill beawarded
to the school district to beginning set-
ting up the charter school.

* Overtheprotestsof board members
Bill Miller and Gerry Fulwider, the
board accepted therecommendation of
transportation supervisor Alan Wade
for afour-wheel drive Chevy Subur-
ban. “We are spending money fool-
ishly,” Miller told the board. “ A four-
wheel drivevehicleisn’t necessary and
it'sawasteof money.” Theboardvoted
4-2 to buy the Suburban.

» Theboardwent into executiveses-
sion for 20 minutes to discuss the
evaluation of Superintendent Kirk
Nielsen.

Noactionwastakenwhentheboard
came back to open session.

Theboardadjournedat 8 p.m. sothat
board members could attend the win-
ter concert at the high schoal.

Thenext board meetingisscheduled
for 7 p.m. Jan. 20 at theadministration
building, 210 S. Range Avenue in
Colby. Thepublicisinvited.

Plans for charter school advance

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

Plansfor acharter school in Colby
moved forward M onday afternoon af -
ter a public hearing was held at the
school district’sadministration build-
ing.

Eight citizensattended the hearing.
Colby Public Schools curriculum di-
rector DianaWielandand Colby Grade
School principal Terrel Harrison pre-
sented apetitionfor thecharter school,
which outlinedthegoal sof theschool,
aswell asspecificsonafacility for the
school and curriculum and instruc-

tional practices.

“Thepurposeof thishearingistoget
comments and suggestions from the
public,” Wieland said.

Asked why such a school was
needed, Wieland said, “A charter
school allowssomeof therulesregard-
ingtimetobemoreflexible. Somechil-
dren thrive in atime-based system
wherethey moveahead year after year.
But some students would be better
served in an achievement-based set-
ting. That's what the charter school
would provide.”

Students would be drawn from the

current enrollment, withrecommenda-
tions coming from staff and parents.
Initialy, the charter school would be
for grades 3 through 5, serving ap-
proximately 30 students beginning
with the 2003-2004 school year and
expanding into the middle school and
high school student bodiesinthecom-
ing years.

Thehearinglastedjust over anhour,
and the petition to establish the char-
ter school was approved Monday
evening by theschool boardatitsregu-
lar meeting. The petition will be sub-
mitted to the state for consideration.

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Colby Mayor Warren Hixsonwas
oneof 11 appointeesfromacrossthe
state asked to serve on special advi-
sory group by Gov. Bill Gravesto
study the struc-
ture and func-
tion of local
government.

“lampleased
to be recog-
nized by the
governor and
for his confi- |
denceinmethat
| couldhelpand
represent small
cities and the
Kansas L eague of Municipalities,”
Hixson said today.

Although the members have not
yet met, Hixson said he seestherole
of the council asaway to bring the
Legidlature, cities and counties to-

Hixson

Gov. Bill Graves taps
ayor Hixson as one

of 11 to serve on special advisory group

gether through understanding why
each doesthethingsthey do and what
needs are specific to each entity.

The scope and on-going study,
Graves said about the council, which
will beknown astheK ansasAdvisory
Council on Intergovernmental Rela-
tions, includesservicesprovided, divi-
sions of responsibility, potential for
improving organization structure and
operational efficiency, tax structure,
revenue requirements and fiscal poli-
cies.

“The council will also give special
attentiontomodernization of thestruc-
ture of Kansas local government,”
Gravessaid latelast week.

Hixson was specifically appointed
by the governor for hiswork inavari-
ety of governmental areas. Among
those accomplishments, Hixson has
served as Colby’s mayor for almost
eight years, was the chairman and a
trustee at Colby Community College
for 12yearsand currently isservingas

amember of the governing body of
theKansasL eagueof Municipalities,
having been president of that organi-
zation in 2000-01. He was also the
past president and a member of the
Kansas Humanities Council from
1996-2002.

Thenew council, Gravessaid, was
created by action of the2002 K ansas
Legislature. In addition to the 11
membersappointed, Rep. Tom Sloan
(Lawrence), Rep. Doug Gatewood
(Columbus), Sen. Barbara Allen
(Overland Park) and Sen. Chris
Steineger (Kansas City) will fill out
the 15-member group.

Along with Hixson, other appoin-
teesinclude Wade Dixson, Tribune;
Lee Courtney, Liberal; Michael
Boehm, Lenexa; Sandi Kinzer,
Concordia; Shirley Sicilian,
Lawrence; Tim Norton, Haysville;
Merlin Ney, Russell; Judy Lair,
Piqua; Jocelyn Johnston, Lawrence;
and Col. Don Brownleg, Topeka.

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Monday’shigh, 57

Low thismorning, 17

Year ago today, 63 & 20

Temperature at 11 today, 42

Soil temperature, 38

Recordsfor Dec. 17: 76in 1939,
-14in 1897

Theforecast

Tonight, clear, lows near 30.
Wednesday, partly sunny, highs
near 48, northwest winds 15-25
mph. Wednesday night, clear, lows
near 25.

Thursday, partly sunny, highs
near 43. Thursday night, clear,
lowsnear 18.

Time for the trombonist

Bandsman Jared Dinkel, a Colby High School sophomore, who is also a member of the 20-member jazz
ensemble, played histrombone during the one and one-half hour winter concert Monday night atthe high
school auditorium. Following the concert, guests were treated to cookies, sponsored by the Colby Music
Booster Club. The high school band, along with fifth grade band students from the Colby Elementary
School, teamed up to present the program. Julie Groom was director.

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

Harper to conclude 31-year career at college

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

The Colby Community College
Board of Trusteesfaced alight agenda
at their last meeting of the year held
Monday evening.

One item that was added to the
agenda was the early retirement of
business teacher Sandy Harper, who
worked for the college 31 years.

After allowing the trustees to read
Harper’srequest, Dr. Mikel Ary, col-
legepresident, said, “ Sandy isavalued
and productivemember of thebusiness
department, and | recommend we ac-
cept her request.”

The board voted to accept the early

retirement request with regret. 1t will
be effective at the end of the spring
semester.

In other business:

 Theboard appointed collegelibrar-
ian Shelly Huelsmannasarepresenta-
tive to the Northwest Kansas Library
System Board. Huel smann hasserved
in this capacity for the past four years
and is eligible for another four-year
term.

« Contracts were approved for out-
reach and adjunct faculty, aswell asfor
areplacement for astaff member who
will betaking amaternity leave.

« Three affiliation agreementswere
approvedfor thephysical therapy pro-

gramwith hospitalsin Nebraska City,
Neb., Eugene, Ore. and Wichita.

« Anagreement waspresentedtothe
boardtoallow L uettaFlanagintoserve
asasupervisor for thenursing students
who will be interning this summer.
Therewould beno pay involvedinthe
position. College legal council, Dave
Starkey, requested to look over the
agreement before the board makes &
decisionfor approval.

* A payment of claimswasapproved
in theamount of $832,976.96.

« Don Kready gave areport on the
meeting of the Kansas Association of
Community College Trustees held in
Parsons.

mmmBriefly

Colby Schools dismiss early Friday
Colby Public Schoolswill dismissclassesat 1:30 p.m., Friday,
for the holiday break, said Kirk Nielsen, superintendent. Buses
will runaccordingly, hesaid, and school will resumeon Monday,
Jan. 6, 2003.
For questions, call either the building-level principals or the
administration building at 465-5000.

Heartland invites public to program

Heartland Christian School will present itsChristmasprogram
onThursday at 7 p.m. at theBerean Church (1000 South Franklin).
Thepublicisinvited to sharein thisevening of song and drama,
reflecting the celebration of Christ’sbirth.

Soup supper planned tonight

The Family Career and Community Leaders of America, for-
merly FutureHomemakersof America, i Ssponsoring asoup sup-

per tonight, beginning at 5 p.m. at the Colby Community Build-
ing. The fund raiser will continue until the Colby High School
boysbasketball gameagainst Norton. Themenuwill includechili
and chickennoodlesoup, alongwithadrink and dessert. Thecost
isafree-will donation. “ Thisisanew high school group just get-
ting started and we are encouraging everyone to attend,” said
Diann Gerstner, sponsor.

City announces holiday schedule

The City of Colby sanitation department will not be operating
on Tuesday and Wednesday, Dec. 24 and 25 dueto the Christmas
holiday. For residents whose normal trash day is Tuesday or
Wednesday, itwill bepickeduponThursday alongwiththe Thurs-
day route, said Gerry Bieker, publicworksdirector. For questions
call the Public Works Department at 462-4420.

Delivery scheduled for Saturday

SHAREdeliveryissetfor Saturday at 9a.m.inthe Sacred Heart
School gym. Itemsin the shareinclude: bacon, breaded chicken

tenders, fish, little smokies, ground beef, potatoes, baby carrots,
lettuce, broccoali, apples, oranges, tangerines and red pears. For
guestionscall AnnaFyfeat 462-3733.

Legion plans Christmas party

The American Legion in Colby is sponsoring a children’s
Christmas party tonight at 7:30 p.m. for all young peoplewhose
parents or extended family are veterans, said Don Birzer, one of
the coordinators.

SantaClauswill bepresent with refreshments, treatsand games
availablefor theparticipants. For information, call Birzer at 462-
2127.

Request for early lighting

Prairie Senior Living Complex is planning two evening tours
sothat residentsat thefacility can seethevariousChristmaslight-
ing displays throughout Colby. In order to make the excursion
enjoyable, official sareasking that anyonewith displaysturntheir
lightson early tonight and Wednesday.
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