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It wasn't quite as bad as it ap-
peared to passersby, and it’s not all
that commonto seeasemi layingon
itsside in the middle of a highway.
But that wasthesceneconfronted by
Interstate-70 travelers in south
Colby Thursday afternoon.

Traffic was slowed down to a
snail’s paced for nearly four hours
after a semi rolled across the east-
bound lanes of |-70.

Thetruck rolled at 4:25 p.m. and
skidded across open lanes leaving
only a small passage for through
traffic.

AccordingtotheK ansasHighway

cary scene

But no injuries in rollover

Patrol, thesemi wasremovedfromthe
roadway shortly after 8 p.m..

Boththedriver, Mary Voelker, 38, of
Corpus Christi, Texas, and her team
driver, Gregory Ozant, 37, of Cedar
Park, Texas, escaped uninjured.

A Kansas Highway Patrolman said
today that whiledriving, Voelker, “ bar-
ley dropped off” thepavementintothe
median. After over-correcting, shelost
control of the semi. Ozant wasin the
sleeper of the truck at the time of the
accident.

Officersworkedtomaintainthrough
trafficinthepartially openlaneonthe
north, while the contents of the semi
trailer, which was clothing, was re-
moved.
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Emergency personnel worked atthe scene to remove the driver, Mary
Voelker, from the semi. Voelker was uninjured.
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A semi blocked traffic in the eastbound lanes of Interstate 70 in south
Colby for nearly four hours Thursday afternoon. Officers working the
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accident directed traffic around the end of the semi trailer in the north
lane, although it was blocking half of that lane as well.

Administration wants

WASHINGTON (AP)—TheBush
administration, concluding that
Saddam Hussein is not serious about
disarmament, turnedto convincingthe
U.N. Security Council that it should
declare Irag in violation of world de-
mands and authorize war.

“This situation cannot continue,”
Secretary of State Colin Powell said
Thursday indescribing | raq’ sweapons
declaration, submitted twoweeksago,
as12,200pagesof lies, gapsand omis-
sions.

Unless Iraq “comes clean” in the
weeksahead, “1'mafraidweshouldbe
very discouraged with respect to the
prospects of finding a peaceful solu-
tion,” Powell said.

If military conflict is now more
likely, it isnot imminent, other senior
U.S. officialssaid.

President Bush will spend the next
five or six weeks in pursuit of more
evidenceagainst Saddamwhilemass-

ing troops outside Iraq for a potential
winter assault, these officials said on
condition of anonymity.

Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld has yet to sign the deploy-
ment order, but the officials said as
many as 50,000 U.S. troops may be
senttothePersian Gulf regioninearly
January to reinforce the 50,000 U.S.
military personnel already there.

The United States will continue to
analyze Saddam’s self-inventory but
hassofar concludedthat itsomissions
constitute a “material breach” of the
U.N. resolutionthat compelled Iraqto
disclose its deadly weapons, Powell
said.

Althoughtheterm*material breach”
iswidely interpreted as a prelude to
war, Powell said thereisno “ calendar
deadline” to disarm Iraq by force.

Bush was expected to offer hisown
publiccomment onlraq’sdeclaration,
largely echoing Powell, during ameet-

U.N. to authorize war

ing Friday afternoon with U.N., Rus-
sian and European Union diplomats
who are in Washington to consult on
the | srael-Pal estinian conflict.

Bush could also use the meeting to
lobby the foreign ministersand U.N.
Secretary-General Kofi Annanonlirag,
White House aides said.

Powell and John Negroponte, U.S.
ambassador to the United Nations,
were taking the lead in what White
HousespokesmanAri Fleischer called
the “deliberate and consult” phase of
Bush'’s showdown with Saddam.

This crucial stage comesto a head
Jan. 27 whentheU.N. weaponsinspec-
torsreport their findingsand Bush de-
cideswhether to go to war.

Negroponte said he would consult
with the Security Council and other
American alies, while Powell prom-
isedtheUnited StateswouldgiveU.N.
inspectors additional intelligence to
make their hunt for Irag’s allegedly

hidden weapons “more targeted and
effective.”

Powell alsoinsisted that theinspec-
tors spirit Iraqi scientists and their
familiesout of Irag, wherethey might
testify freely — and in safety — to
Saddam’spursuit of chemical, biol ogi-
cal and nuclear weapons, as allowed
for under the U.N. resolution.

U.S. lawmakerscounseledagainsta
rushtowar.

The top Democrat on the House
Armed Services Committee, Rep. Ike
Skelton of Missouri, commented that
Iraq’ sincompletedeclaration, by itsdlf,
“is not enough to justify military
force.”

Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., and a
member of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tionsCommittee, said Thursday that it
is“important theUnited Statesstay pa-
tient here, stay within the framework
of theUnited Nations, work withallies,
and seewherewego.”

Looks like
Lott likely
to face test

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen. Bill
Frist of Tennesseewon publicendorse-
ments from three GOP colleaguesin
hisemerging bidtosupplant Trent L ott
as Senate Republican leader, as Lott
continued his stubborn but tenuous
battleto retain hisNo. 1 job.

Frist, a staunch ally of President
Bush and the man who headed the
GOP'ssuccessful effort to snatch con-
trol of the Senatein last month’selec-
tions, saidhewill “likely stepforward”
and challenge L ott should most sena-

tors support his bid. Virginia GOP
Sens. John Warner and George Allen
said Frist was definitely acandidate.

In addition, candidacies were pos-
sible by Republican Sens. Mitch
McConnell of Kentucky or Rick
Santorum of Pennsylvania. Both men
have been among L ott’s staunchest
supporters.

For his part, Lott wasn't backing
down.

Twoweeksafter lamenting that seg-
regationist Strom Thurmond had lost

his 1948 presidential bid, he made
callsfrom his home state of Missis-
sippi to senators in hopes of retain-
ingtheleadership post hehasheldfor
Six years.

“Trent Lott will be the majority
leader in the next Congress,” Lott
spokesman Ron Bonjean said.

The 51 GOP senatorsin the Con-
gress convening Jan. 7 plan to mest
the previous day to decide who will
lead them, andit will take 26 votesto
prevail.

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 45

Low thismorning, 12

Year agotoday, 49 & 13

Temperature at 10:45 today, 38

Recordsfor Dec. 20: 73in 1894,
-13in 1924

Theforecast

Tonight, cloudy, lowsintheup-
per teens, north winds up to 15
mph. Saturday, partly sunny, highs
inthelower 40s, northwindsagain
up to 15 mph. Saturday night and
Sunday, clear, lows in the upper
teens and highs right around the
40-degree mark. Monday, partly
cloudy early, then becoming
cloudy, a very slight chance for
light snow, highsinthemid 30s.

Thomas County’s
future includes giving
smallpox vaccinations

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

A vaccination program against the
smallpox virusis expected to get un-
derway in Thomas County in the near
future, accordingtoK athy Ryan, direc-
tor of the Thomas County Health De-
partment.

“1 don’t haveadefinitedateyet,” she
said. “It will be into 2003 before we
start.”

Ryansaidthatinitially first respond-
erswill beinoculated. “These will be
key law enforcement personnel, hos-
pital workers, and health department
personnel.

These are peopl e that would beim-
mediately affected if they had to re-
spond to adisaster.”

Shesaid 300to 400 first responders
would be vaccinated at first. This
would be followed by asecond group
of 300 to 400 secondary personnel.

“Keepinmindthat’sfor all of Tho-
mas County,” Ryan said. Thevaccine
will be offered to the general public,
but she said it won’t be until closeto

2004.

Sheaddedthat ThomasCounty isn't
consideredahigh-risk area, but that she
isfollowingguidelinesset forth by the
Centers for Disease Control, in At-
lanta, Ga. and that thecounty doeshave
itshio-terrorism planin place.

“Qur planisacounty-wideplanthat
deal swith proceduresin case of an at-
tack,” Ryan said. “It’s a constantly
evolving plan. Thisisn’t something
you can just write and then put on &
shelf.”

Communication will be the key in
any kind of situation, Ryan said. “We
need to make sure that we have better
communication with the state in the
event of adisaster. | haveapager that |
carry just for that kind of situation.”

Ryanrecommendedthat evenif you
areold enoughto havebeenvaccinated
as achild against the smallpox virus,
you should consider getting another
shot. “Immunity wanes, of course, as
you get older,” shesaid.

Smallpox vaccination was stopped
in1972.

Sebelius might have
to back off of promise

TOPEKA (AP) — Two months af -
ter shepromised an“ absol utecommit-
ment” to education, Gov.-elect
Kathleen Sebeliusisn’t sure she can
avoid proposing cuts in spending on
universities, community collegesand
technical schools.

Sebeliussaid Thursday itistooearly
for hertoknow what she'll proposefor
higher education — or other parts of
stategovernment. Shesaid most of her
time recently has been spent on fiscal
issues.

“It'sagrimsituation, sol’mnot pre-
paredat thispointtotell youhowwe're
going to end up, because| don’t know
exactly wherethebottomlinesarego-
ingtoend up,” Sebeliussaid.

Current Gov. Bill Graves hasim-
posed two rounds of budget cuts and
taken other measuresto prevent adefi-
cit in the state general fund projected
at $312 million for June 30. The $4.1
billion general fund is the largest
source of money for government pro-
grams and where the state deposits
most of itstax dollars. Theentire bud-
get, including federal dollars, isabout
$10.8 hillion.

The higher education system’s ap-
propriation of statetax dollarsfor the
current fiscal year has been cut by
$33.6 million, or 4.8 percent.

Sebelius said she will not propose

any cutsin stateaid to public schools,
which consumes more than $2.3 hil-
lion.

Asked whether she plans the same
for higher education, Sebeliustoldre-
porters, “I don’t know at this point,
frankly.

The commitment that | made
throughout the campaign was| would
not cut public education, which was
defined asreally K through 12.”

But after an October 16 meeting
during the campaign with the state’s
Board of Regents, Sebelius said her
commitment to public education in-
cluded higher education.

Her remarks were notable because
her Republican opponent, Tim
Shallenburger, wouldn’t promisedur-
ing the same meeting to avoid cutsin
higher education.

Sebelius also told the regents she
remains committed to finding extra
money promised by legislators when
they reorgani zed thestate’ shigher edu-
cation systemin 1999.

“Part of what we have is an oppor-
tunity to make some fairly dramatic
shiftsin this state, to reframe the way
weseegovernment, theway wedeliver
services,” Sebelius said during the
October meeting.

“My priority isthat begins with an
absolute commitment to education.”

Leno aids McPherson College

MCPHERSON (AP) — Jay Leno
fanswho visit the replica set of “The
Tonight Show” that is part of a new
attraction in New York City will be
supportingacar restoration programat
M cPherson College.

The school in this central Kansas
community hasgained national atten-
tion for teaching students how to re-
storeantiqueand classic automobiles.

Leno, an avid classic car collector,
for several yearshashel pedfundschol-
arships for students enrolled in the
school’s automotive restoration tech-

nology program — touted asthe only
program of its kind offered at a four-
year college. The proceeds from the
attraction, which openedlast weekend,
will helpfund morescholarships. NBC
designed several replicatelevision
sets, where fans can pay $5 and get &
picturetakenwiththelikenessof astar.
At“TheTonight Show” set, Lenofans
can pay for apicture that makes them
appear to be aguest on Leno’s show.

“It wasjust wonderful to beremem-
bered by Jay,” said Bob Knechel, the
college' svice president.

Reminder for recyclers

TheThomas County Recycling Center isreminding everyone
that Christmas wrapping paper, gift bags and cookie tins can be
recycledat thefacility, 720 E. CollegeDr. (located under the City
of Colby’sbluewater tower). Recycling officialsareal so asking
that peopl edepositing wrapping paper and gift bags, usethechip-

on Tuesday, will remain closed through today. The pool reopens
on Saturday, Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 21-24, for open
swim from 4to 6 p.m. and again on Thursday, Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, Dec. 26-29. The pool will be closed until further
notice beginning on Monday, Dec. 30. For questions, call the
college at 462-3984.

board binsand for cookietinsusethetinbins. For questions, call

Lynette Koon, (785) 462-7482 (Ext. 39).

McLemores to perform Sunday

In appreciation to the community for support of the “Pickin’
on the Plains” Bluegrass Festival, the McLemore Family will

present aholiday concert starting at 7 p.m., Sunday, at Fairview
Estates. Admission is free and the public is cordially invited to

attend.

Pool holiday hours noted
TheColby Community College swimming pool, which closed

Prairie Senior party is Saturday
Prairie Senior Living Complex will hold itsannual Christmas
party for friendsand rel atives of theresidents on Saturday, from
2to 4 p.m. at thefacility. There will be refreshments and enter-
tainment during the two-hour celebration, officialssaid.

Landfill hours announced

The Thomas County landfill will be closed on Christmas day
andtheday after, said Larry Jumper, supervisor. Thelandfill will
beopen at itsregular hoursof 9am. to5p.m. on Monday, Tues-

462-8139.

day and Friday of Christmasweek. Thelandfill will also operate
onitsregular weekend schedule of 9 am. to 4 p.m. on Saturday
and 1 p.m.to4 p.m. on Sunday. For questions, contact Jumper at

City announces holiday schedule

The City of Colby sanitation department will not be operating
on Tuesday and Wednesday, Dec. 24 and 25 dueto the Christmas
holiday. For residents whose normal trash day is Tuesday or

Wednesday, itwill bepicked uponThursday alongwiththeThurs-
day route, said Gerry Bieker, public works director.
For questionscall the Public Works Department at 462-4420.

Delivery scheduled for Saturday

SHAREdeliveryissetfor Saturday at 9a.m. inthe Sacred Heart
School gym. Itemsin the shareinclude: bacon, breaded chicken

tenders, fish, little smokies, ground beef, potatoes, baby carrots,
lettuce, broccoali, apples, oranges, tangerines and red pears. For
guestionscall AnnaFyfeat 462-3733.
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