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Tourism gears up for events in the new year

Thenew year isupon usand weea-
gerly look forwardtotheopportunities
and possibilitieswhich may await us.

We are extremely excited with the
progress of the Colby Visitor Center.
Thisprojectisviewed by the Conven-
tion and Tourism committee asan ex-
cellent opportunity tomarket our com-
munity, itsattractions, friendlinessand
hospitality. Itwill alsobeanadditional
tool to publicize and spread the word
about our businesscommunity, events
and festivals.

We will keep you informed on the
progress madetoward the completion
of the project.

We also anticipate hosting several
groups, sporting events, and annual
events.

The Rod Run committee and Blue-
grass committee have been planning
their 2003 eventssincethecompletion
of the 2002 events.

The mission of both groupsisto
makeeachyear’ sevent bigger and bet-
ter than the year before. Two large
sporting events are taking place in
January. On Friday and Saturday, Jan.
10-11 isthe date for the Colby Com-
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munity CollegeTournament of Cham-
pionswhichwill bebringingtop-notch
national wrestling contendersto Colby
to compete.

A favorite is the Orange & Black
Basketball Classic which will be tak-
ingplaceJan. 23,24, and 25, 2003. You
won't want to miss any of the basket-
ball action during thisone.

Santa City and the Holiday parade
arebehind us. A hearty thank youmust
be extended to all who participated,
hel ped or attended making theholiday
season brighter for all of usin Thomas
County. If youhaveartificial treesthat
younolonger will beusing, pleasecon-
sider donatingthemto SantaCity. Just
call 462-3401 or bring them to the
Chamber Officeandthey will bestored
to be used next year.

Thedonationshelptokeep our costs
lower sothat we do not haveto charge

Network helps those without jobs

TheKansasWorkforceNetwork of -
fersavariety of servicesto peoplein
the 18-county area of northwest Kan-
sas who are being laid off their jobs,
said Cathy Patterson, workforcedevel-
opment coordinator.

Rapid Response servicesoffer sup-
port to both empl oyersand employees
with options prior to layoffs.

Employment planscan includejob
searchassistanceto classroomtraining
or on-the-job training.

For questionson Rapid Responseor
Dislocated Worker Services, call
Patterson at (785) 628-8201.
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Wellness Fair committee members
said the event will give everyonein

Happenings

Colby and Thomas County an oppor-
tunity to learn more about staying
healthy through prevention, screen-
ingsandtesting, an official spokesper-
sonsaid. Bloodwork datesare sched-
uledfor two Saturdaysin January. The
datesareJan.4and 11from6to10am.
at CitizensMedical Center in Colby.
The actual Wellness Fair will be
from9am.to1p.m., Saturday, Jan. 18
and al activitieswill be held in the
Colby Community College Student
Union. Health care professional swill
beavailableto answer questions.
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WEDNESDAY, Jan 1, 2003

West 6th, 8:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, Jan. 2, 2003
Kiwanis, Student Union, noon

Community Calendar

Genesis Thomas County will be closed New Year’sDay.
Sixth Street AlcoholicsAnonymous & Al Anon (non-smoking), 1275

Family History Center, 1145 S. Franklin, 7-9 p.m.

Tumbleweed Chorus, United Methodist Church, 8 p.m.
Downtown AlcoholicsAnonymous, City Hall basement, 8:30 p.m.
Wings Upon the Prairiedrop-in center, 485 N. Franklin, 5-8 p.m.
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admission and all children have the
opportunity tovisit thiswinter wonder-
land.

The second session of Leadership
ThomasCounty washeld Dec.13at the
Thomas County OfficeComplex. The
theme was City/County Government
day with class member teams inter-
viewing public officials.

Those interviewed by class mem-
berswere: Sen. Stan Clark; Rep. Jim
Morrison; County Commissioners
Ron Evansand Duane Dawes; Sheriff
Tom Jones; City Manager Carolyn
Armstrong; Councilman Eugene
Wieland; Charles Schwanke of the
Planning Commission; Pioneer Me-
morial Librarian Director Joanne
Sunderman; Les Brown of the Recre-
ation Commission; Gerry Bieker, di-
rector of Public Works and Mark
Ostmeyer from Colby Municipal Air-
port.

We thank all those who performed
this service and provided vital infor-
mationwhichwassharedwithall of the
classmembers.

A mock town hall meeting chaired
by CarolynArmstrongwasheldinthe

Babies

Wyatt ThomasTubbs

Dennis and Robin Tubbs of Colby
announcethebirth of their son, Wyatt
ThomasTubbs, bornTuesday, Dec. 17,
2002 at Citizens Medical Center in
Colby. Wyatt weighed 10 1bs., 13 oz.

His grandparents are Robert and
Caroline Tubbs, Levant; Marsha
Baumann, Colby; Ray Baumann,
Omaha, Neb.; and EImaTubbs, great-
grandmother, Levant. Wyatt waswel-
comed home by two older brothers,
Spencer and Jake.

WadeMitchell Rush

Lane and Laura Rush of Colby an-
nounce the birth of their son, Wade
Mitchell, born Monday, Dec. 23, 2002
at HaysMedical Center in Hays.

Wadeweighed9lbs., 10z.,andmea-
sured 21" long.

His grandparents are L oretta Ni-
block of Stocktonand Rolland Rush of
L evant. Wadewaswel comed homeby
asister, Kynndra, 4.

Markets

Quotes as of close of
previous business day

Hi-PlainsCo-op
Wheat $3.58
Corn $2.50
Milo $4.10
Soybeans $5.22

afternoon with several of theofficials
joiningtheclassforavery spiritedand
interactive exercise. The breaks and
lunch were co-sponsored by Midwest
Energy and ThomasCounty Economic
Development Alliance.

Day facilitators were Gerry Ful-
wider and Scott Focke who both are
L eadership Thomas County Board
members. The 2001-02 class hosted
the networking social following the
session. Bev Biel wasinchargeof set-
up. We are grateful to all for therole
they played in avery successful day.

Thisvital programinvolvesso many
peopleinthecounty who areinvolved
in so many ways.

All areto be thanked for their sup-
port in time, money and belief in the
|eadership program. The next session
will beheld Jan. 17for anindepthlook
at education in Thomas County.

Weextend our best wishesfor avery
happy and prosperous2003tooneand
al. We pledgeto do our very best to
keepyou abreast of theactivitiesinour
community and events exciting for
visitorsand citizensaswell.

Someplace Special
NEW YEAR'SEVE DAY
OUTRAGEOUS SALE

Outrageous Savings
Storewide

25% OFF Pictures & Prints

25% OFF Christmas Trees
50% OFF Selected Items
40% OFF STOREWIDE

ONE DAY ONLY
December 31st
8:00AM -5:30 PM

Sﬁmeplace All salesarefinal.
pecial

Cash & Carry Only!
Fhorabk Gits.

185 W. 4th
462-7136
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Hospital

CitizensM edical Center, Inc.
Friday, Dec. 27, 2002

Admissions

« Mary Schmidt, Oakley
Dismissals

* Brian Goossen, Colby

 DorisBarnett, Colby

Saturday, Dec. 28, 2002

Admissions

*None

* AnnaMcDougal, Atwood
Dismissals

» Kenneth Messamore, Colby

Sunday, Dec. 29, 2002

Admissions

* AnitaTippets, Colby

» Karen Molstad, Colby
Dismissals

DON'T MISS THIS ONE!!

Football Widow'’s
Sale!!

January 1, 2003

1:00-5:00 p.m. only!

2 5 - 5 O % O F F Selected Fabrics

1525 S. Range
462-3375

(available in trade area only)

Celebrating Hometown Life

See American Profile Magazine in today’s issue of the
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Brought to you by
the Free Press and:

NATIONAL BANK

“ Neighbors helping neighbors’

'

1195 S. Range
Colby, KS
462-2000
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We're celebrating 113 years of service with a brand new size and as always,

quality reporting along with your favorite columns and all the area news.

Coming Thursday! You'll like it!
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It's EaSy to handle!

It's Modern!

It's the Best!

155 W. 5th St
Colby, KS

785-462-3963
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“...You’'re Kidding!!”

Yes - for only $75 you can send the Colby Free
Press to family members or friends who for-
merly lived here but now reside out-of-state!

It will be a gift they can enjoy all year long.
Hometown news as presented by their former
hometown newspaper. (And...no batteries re-

quired.)

Simply, contact us here and let us know whom
you want a subscription sent to. As soon as
we receive the check, we will start the subscrip-
tion up... plus we’ll send a card announcing

your gift.

155 W. 5th -

$7511

(And we’re not
kidding!)

462-3963




