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B Sound Off

Give the truckers a break

Tothe Colby Free Press:

| have noticed some new additions to the many signs
already displayed around the Wal-Mart Plaza. The most
recent additionsareinregardto semi truck parkinginthe
area.

It may be a somewhat jaded point of view that | have
since | am an owner/operator myself, but what are these
peoplethinkingwhenthey bantruck parking. Dothey not
realizethat if it wasn't for trucks, they would have noth-
ing to sell intheir stores. Not to mention the money that
truck driversand their families spend in those stores.

Evenifitisacity government official that cameupwith
theideato stop truck parking on that lot, those business
ownersneed to stand up and l et it be known what kind of
financial impact it would make on their respective busi-
nessesif al truckersand their families stopped shopping
there.

It may never happen inthisarea, but | have seen what
devastation is caused by truckers boycottsin other parts
of the country. It isnot pleasant for anyone. No food, no
fuel, noclothing or building material sfor just aweek will
bring acommunity to itsknees.

Usesomecommon senseand be courteousto thetruck-
ers. Your livesdepend on us.

LindleHarold
Colby
(L etter #176)

About those letters . . .

The Free Press encourages and welcomes |l ettersfrom
readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and
should include atel ephone number and an address. Most
importantly, all lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned
letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit for
clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject
letters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered
offensiveor libelous.

Mail your letter to: Colby Free Press, 155 W. 5th, Colby, Kan.
67701. Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com. You can also fax us at (785)
462-7749.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail:
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FUNNY... You DoN’T Look
LIKE THE ELUSIVE
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I"VE gottwoitemsto sharewithyou, bothvery
positive. One speakswell of our community and
the other of this newspaper.

Thefirst isin the form of a concert telecast
Tuesday and Wednesday of this week from the
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, and
carried over Smoky HillsPublic Television (ch.
3on cable). One of the featured performerswas
Sam Ramey, aColby High School grad who has
climbed themountaintoitsvery topintheworld
of classical music. Hesang two numbers, “ Some
Enchanted Evening” from South Pacific and a
shared part of “Oklahoma!” from Oklahoma!
What avoice, what adisciplined stage presence.
Applause would lead me to believe he was the
favorite. Theconcert wasasal uteto themusic of
Richard Rodgers, withvariousperformersdoing
songsfrom Carousel, South Pacific, TheKingand
I, Oklahoma! , and The Sound of Music. Addition-
ally, thesymphony performed Mr. Rodgers only
film score, “ Victory at Sea.” What an enjoyable
hour. | toy around with Smoky Hills Public TV
quitealot and never come away disappointed.

THE otheritemisasentencefromaChristmas
letter fromMariettaRamsey of Wichitato Colby
friends, and the one | am privy to was received
by Thurman Cox of our town. In the letter,
Mariettatalksabout all thegood thingsthat have
happened in the year 2002 and ended the letter
with this, “A final blessing to meis‘my’ Colby
Paper — | don’t mind makingthat longtriptothe
mailbox whenit's Colby Paper Day!’

It is not all that common that we in
newspapring receive that kind of endorsement
from readers.

So, toMarietta, atip-of-the-hat, and you’ reone
of our favorites, too.God bless!

THI Sisoneof thosecolumnswherebirthday/
anniversary greetingswill cover what would gen-
erally appear in three columns. | will be away
from my desk for the entire week next week, so
thegreetingswill includethosefor today through
Jan. 14.

HAPPY Birthday to...

vJan. 3 — Mike Larmer, Sharon Redmond,
Carol Barnes, L eanne Juenemann

vJan. 4— Robert Palmer, Dale R. Farmer

vJan. 5— (nobody listed)

vJan. 6— DaveWessdl, Elizabeth Ashbaugh,

Sebelius

Among Kathleen Sebelius’ priorities are
schmoozing, private chats and meet-and-greet
Sessions.

Sebeliusis a Democratic governor-electin a
statewithlargeRepublicanlegidativemajorities,
somethingthat will requirehertobuildcoalitions
with GOP lawmakers to get her initiatives ap-
proved. In arecent interview, she said building
relationships with legislatorsin both partiesis
crucial.

Sebeliusisconfident sheisready for thechal-
lengeand said she hastheright blend of experi-
ence as insurance commissioner and a former
KansasHousemember. She'shad aquarter cen-
tury of dealingswith the Legidature.

“I’ve always been a kind of legislative
groupie,” Sebeliussaid. “I’' ve been around this
processfor yearsin Topeka, andthisiswherethe
actionwill befor 90days, and | intendto bethere
and bealarge part of it.”

Sebelius, 54, will beinaugurated asthestate's
44th governor on Jan. 13, in the midst of the
state’sworst financial crisis since perhaps the
Great Depression.

Outgoing Gov. Bill Graves, aRepublican, or-
dered cutsin current spending and aid to cities
and counties to help prevent the $312 million
budget deficit projected for June 30. The gap
between spending commitmentsfor the$4.1bil-
lionstategeneral fundanditsexpected revenues
couldreachmorethan$1billionover thenext 18
months.

Sebelius will come into office having made
campaign promisesthat Republican legislative
leadersseeasunrealistic, chief amongthemisa
pledge not to cut aid to public schooals.

When the Legislature convenes for its 90
scheduled days in session, the GOP will have
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Phillip Heinrich

VJan. 7— BrielleMcKeg, Lisa Stithem, Ron
Kaus, Susan Blazek

vJan. 8— Christopher Barnum, GlennWeber,
LonnTrail

VJan. 9 — Marie McVay, Tom Stephens, Ri-
chard Mather, Greg Griffin

vJan. 10 — Nick Larmer, Melanie Fortin,
Carol Otter, Kathie Blazek

vJan. 11— Caroline Tubbs, David Kruse

VJan. 12— MelissaWilliams, Don Schaeffer

vJan. 13— Rachel Parker

VJan. 14— (nobodly listed)

HAPPY Anniversary to...

vJan. 9— Robert & Caroline Tubbs

vJan. 13— Norman & EdnaHansen

VJan. 14— Rob & Shirley Burroughs

Congratulations!

If your special day did not appear, |et meknow
and| canputitinthecomputer andalsowishyou
abelated happy birthday or anniversary in my
next column on Jan. 15. Send your datesto usat
462-3963 or email td@nwkansas.com. And
please keep us advised of any updates. Many
thanks!

HERE | Sonel just cannot passup. It cameto
my by way of Sen. Stan Clark. It’spriceless(au-
thor unknown). It beginswith thisintroduction:
Over the years you may have noticed that most
2-year-oldsaretrim. It cameto meoneday over
acup of grapefruit juiceand acarrot that perhaps
their diet isthe reason. After consultation with
pediatricians, X-ray technicians, and distraught
mothers, | wasabletoformulatethisnew diet. It
isinexpensiveand offersgreat variety and suffi-
cient quantity. Enjoy!

Day 1: Breakfast — One scrambled egg, one
pieceof toast with grapejelly. Eat 2 bitesof egg
using your fingers; dump the rest on the floor.
Take 1 hiteof toast, then smear thejelly over your

face and clothes. Lunch — Four crayons (any
color), ahandful of potato chips, and aglass of
milk— 3sips, thenspill therest. Dinner—A dry
toast off thefl oor frombreskfast, 2 pennies, 4 sips
of flat diet pop. Bedtime snack — Rest of toast
apiece of bread, butter it, and tossit face dowr
onthefloor.

Day 2: Breakfast — Pick up stale bread fron
the floor and eat it. Drink 1/2 bottle of vanille
extract or one vial of vegetable dye. Lunch —
Half tubeof lipstick and oneicecube, if desired.
Afternoon snack — Lick an all day sucker until
sticky, takeit outside and drop in dirt. Retrieve
and continue slurping until clean again, ther
bringinsideanddrop onlivingroom carpet. Din-
ner—Arock or anuncooked bean, which shoulc
bethrust up your left nostril. Pour iced teaover
mashed potatoes, eat with spoon.

Day 3: Breakfast— 2 pancakeswith plenty of
syrup, eatwithfingers, rubfingersinhairtoclean.
Glassof milk, drink half, stuff excess pancakes
in glass. After breakfast, pick up yesterday’s
sucker from carpet, lick off fuzz until sticky
again, then leave on cushion of your best chair.
L unch— Peanut butter and jelly sandwich. Spit
several well-chewed bites onto the floor. Pour
glass of milk onto table, then slurp up, soak pa
per napkin in what’s left and devour about half
thewet paper. Dinner— Dish of icecream, hand-
ful of potato chips, 1 sip of cold coffee.

Final Day: Breakfast—1/4tubeof toothpaste
(any flavor), bite of soap, one olive. Pour glass
of milk over bow! of cornflakes, add 1/2 cup of
sugar. Wait until cereal issoggy, drink milk and
feed cereal todogwithyour spoon. Lunch— Eat
crumbs off the kitchen floor and dining roon
carpet. Find that sucker andfinisheatingit. Din-
ner — A plate of spaghetti and chocolate milk.
Leave meatball on plate. Handful of cheese
snacks, eat 2 and place the rest in bowling ball
holes or any other convenient hiding place.

Younow havethegeneral ideaof thediet. Just
be sure every meal is different and be creative.
Youwill beamazed at what you caneat that won't
kill you.

HAV E agood evening and agood weekend!

Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press. His
column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays
td@nwkansas.com.

ready for the challenge

John
Hanna

® Guest
Commentary

majoritiesof 80-45intheHouseand 30-10inthe
Senate.

But Sebeliusbelieves she starts her four-year
terminagood position.

“I’veknown alot of thekey playersfor along
time, personally and professionally,” she said.
“TheL egidatureisabout rel ationshi ps. It’ sabout
getting to know peopl e, putting groupstogether.
It's about some level of trust, and you can't do
that, | think, from adistance.”

Sebelius, the daughter of former Ohio Gov.
John Gilligan, alsoaDemocrat, cameto Kansas
inthe 1970s.

Shewasexecutivedirector of theKansasTrial
LawyersAssociationfor eightyears. 11986, she
won aseat in the Kansas House, representing a
district that included Potwin, her Topekaneigh-
borhood of brick streetsand Victorian homes.

In 1990, Democrats won a 63-62 House ma-
jority — only their third in the past century —
and Sebelius served both as acommittee chair-
woman and majority caucus chairwoman. In
1994, she unseated Insurance Commissioner
Ron Todd, aRepublican.

Shesaid her legidlativeexperienceallowsher
to understand how lawmakers operate — and
why their sessiondeadlinesneed to berespected,
for example.

“Thereareall kinds of littleissuesthat mak
for badfedlingsfor yearstocome,” shesaid.“ 1’ n
goingtotry tobeassensitivetotimetableissues
to open communications.”

Sebeliussaid her election showsvotersval ue
publicschoolshighly anddon’twant stateaid cut
even though keeping that promise makes solv:
ing budget problems tougher. Aid to publi
schools consumes 52 percent of general func
revenues.

Sheal sosaid Republicanswill hurt themsel ve
politically if Kansans think they aren’t doin
much to help.

“1 think Kansanswant somethingstohappen,’
she said. “The House and the Senate are all uf
for electionintwo years, and what | heard fron
people acrossthis stateisthat they want peopl
tolistento them. They want this government tc
be responsive and moveforward.”

She added: “Kansans elected me and el ectex
them and are sending us both hereto do ajob.”

But first, Sebelius conceded, she must builc
goodworkingrelationshipswithlegidators. Tha
means, she said, getting to know new lawmak
ers, regular discussionswith legislative leader:
and inviting lawmakers to Cedar Crest, the
governor’sresidence.

Shesaid: “If | can pick upthe phone, if I know
thesepeoplepersonally, if I'mout and about, if
have open hoursin the office and invite peopl
intochat aboutthings, if | gointotheir hometer
ritory and takethemwith me, that doesgo alon
way tobuilding adialoguethat will bevery help
fUI ' *kkk*k

John Hanna has been covering palitics an
state government for The Associated Press fol
many years.



